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PREFACE. 


Tlie piiesent volume of sketches and illustrations 
of Madras in the Olden Time, is a rcpublication 
of a series of papers whidi have already appeared 

from week to week in the columns of the Indian 

# 

Statesman.’* The compiler has long beejfcanxioua 
to obtain some information respecting the eaiiy 
history of the English settlements on the Coast of 
Coromandel. Hitherto the century commencing 
with the first establisliment of Fort St. George, 
and closing witli the win bet wen the French and 
English in wh*ich the intriguing of Bupleix was de¬ 
feated by the genius of Clive, has been emphati¬ 
cally a blank in ibe history of India. The Go¬ 
vernment OlFicc was known to be crowded with 
documents illustrative of the period ; but no one 
appears to have had sufficient leisure to commence 
the task of historical icsearch. Some two years 
ago however Mr. Hudleston, the present Sub- 
Treasurer t)f the Board of Eevenue, made a few 
extracts from the earliest volumes of the Mad- 
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jpas llecords, and read them before the Com* 
mittee of the Madras Literary Society. The 
('xtracts disclosed a state of society so curiotts and 
interesting, that aU who heard them ^vere anxious 
that they should be continued ; bnt the pressure 
of odicial duties, appears to have compelled Mr. 
Hudleston to abandon his task just as he had 
discovered the tnie value of the mine. 

The Compiler of the present work confesses that 
his curiosity was powerfully eycited by the extracts 
sclected'^y Mr. Hudleston ; and shortly afterwards 
circumstances enabled him to gratify it. In the 
course of last year he was appointed by the Madi'as 
Government to report upon the character atid re¬ 
lative value of all the Kecords in the Government 
Office, with the view to the destructi’on of those 
which should prove on examination to be not woiih 
preserving. In the progress of his task he new^ssa- 
rily became familiar more or less with the whole 
of the Records; and subsequently by the kind 
permission of the Maviras Government, he was 
enabled to make use of the earlier Records for 
historical and antiquarian purposes. 

The present volume, though only to ftc regarded 
as a lirsl iiistalmeut, is in reality complete in itself. 



PR^SFACE. V 

• 

Tlw^ period over which it ext€R<l» corresponds al¬ 
most exactjy with the period of Lord Macaulay’s 
history. It opens with the foundation of Fort St, 
George, just on the eve of the great citil war 
between Charles the First and his Parliament; 
and it closes with the blockade of the Fort by Na¬ 
bob Dawood Khan in the Govemoi*ship of Thomas 
Pitt; an erent which took place in 1702, the 
year in wluch William the Third w^as caniett to 
the grave, and Qujen Ainie ascended the throne 
of England. 

The design of the compiler has been to 
conwy to the reader all the pleasiirtt and in¬ 
terest to be derived from a perusal of the ori¬ 
ginal records, without the ]jpnful labour* of 
wading through a mass of commercial detail. 
Moreover, in order to render the work more 
generally* entertaining, he has freely used all 
facts in independent histories which served 
to illustrate or explain any allusions in the 
llecords. Thus the histories of Mill, Elpliin- 
stone, Grant Duff, Bmce, Briggs, Dow, and 
others, have been generally eonsultcd; aud 
iinlced n<f fact has been stated, which does 
iiol a|)p<iav in tlie llcM^ords, or does not havt' 
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tlie sanction of om or other of the establish* 
etl Indian authorities, Hic readsjr however 
will readily perceive that the bulk of the 
book is taken tlie lleoords ^ and that 

other historians have only been consulted for 
purposes of iUustration or explanation. 


As rcganls the pictures of society here re¬ 
presented, the English portion will ho found 
to c?orrespoml generally with the old fashioned 
pictures which appear in th4* nov(‘ls of Dc Foe, 
Pew perhaps in this decorous age ^\ill confess 
to having not only Kobinson Cnisoe and 
Oaptuiu Singleton, hut Colonel Jack, .Moll 
Plaiiders, lloxaua. History of the Devil, and 

others w'hieh need not be naitied. Thosti 

« 

liowever who have revelled in iht* ipiaint siin.- 
plic'ity of the True Born Englisliinira/'^ will 
lind ample evidence in the following pages 
of the truthfulness of his delineations of 1 -g- 
lish life and character at the close of the 
seventeenth and opening of the cigliiccnth 
CCUttUT, 


In conclusion the writer must acknowledge 
wdth thanks the facilities, afforded hhn by lUc 
Madras Government in the prosecution of his 
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task, and tlie interest which has been.di$pla;y- 
ed in the undertaking. The autographs of six 
Madras Governors, and of Sir John Goldsborough, 
Governor General, at the commencement of the 
volume, were cai‘efuily traced from the originals 
iu the Government Olfice, and transferred to ^iom 
by one of the students in Dr. Hunter’s School 
of Arts 

Mai»ras. I 
Ft^bnfrfr?/, 18 Oil. J 
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European tra^—Interviews of the MooUah with 
the Nabob—Carre^^ndeucc Wtween Oovemor 
PittandtheNal^b—^hinderof Egmore, Pumewan- 
kum, and Triplioane—Inhabikinte desert Madras, 
Api>eaU to the French, Dutch, and Danes for 
succour—^Extraordinary demands of the Nabob- 
Fears of the Bishop Meliapoor lest Go¬ 
vernor Pitt ehould Bombard St. Thom^— 
IntoUlgenoe reports—Proposed Petitions to 
Aurungzebe—Presents of Oranges—Preparations to 
besiege Fort St. David—XietterB of Excuse Ironi 
the Dutch and Danes—Terminatiou of Dispute 
between the Mogul^s Government and the English 
at Surat—^Eecommencement of Negociations be¬ 
tween Governor Pitt and the Nabob Dawood 
Khan—DiHerences arranged at a OonMtation 
Extraordinary—The Seige raised,..... 3S1 
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BAELY SETTLEMBUT IK INDIA. 

Old Madras! What a midtitudii of assodaihra^ 
are called up by the simple words ; wlia^<Jtpdo\|(s 
pictures of the jwst flash l>cfore our eyes. Those 
who are old themselves will recall the days Of their 
youth ; the ^ood old®timcs of Elliot, of • Munro, or 
of Lushiugtmi, when Iloids and Olubs were not, 
hut when boundless hospitaliljr, ex- 

clusiveness, choice scandal, and occadoxml dt^ls 
were the order of the day. But our present oljgect 
would rather l>e *to recall Madras in an a^e 
long antecedent to these cOMaratively tran^jnil 
times. Wc would endeavour*to picture Madras 
as it was some two centuries ago; when Mem* 
bers of Council rode about in bullock bandies, 
and the guards of the President were armed with 
bows and arrows, swords and shields ; when gentle¬ 
men wore large liose, “ peasecod bellied’* doub* 
lets, preposterous breeches, and hats with conical 
crowns and bundles of feathers; when the ladies, 
v<*ry few in number, Wore long waisted stomachers 
nod powerfully starched ruffs ; when the Fort was 
ootliing more (ban a fortified Factory, in which the 
Factors aif^l Merchants bought and sold, gave 
their orders, and made their payments, just like 
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any merchant fimia of modtern diito; wlicii ail took 
tluexT meals iogetlier, attended, daily prayers, and 
lived like a little brotherhood, who were all kept 
under by a strict discipline, and who,*but for the 
attractions of burnt wine, punch, native beauty, and 
occasional quarrels, may be said to have lived as 
sober and (rod fearing lives in this Presidency, as 
were led by their brethren in LcadenhaE Street or 
(Jheupside. Whether we shall continue dur task 
in future issues, and bring our fumiHar sketches 
of Madras down to the days of our grandfatbm, 
will depfend very much upon the degree of success 
wliich may attemd our early efforts. For the j^re- 
sent we shall content oursekes with endeavour¬ 
ing to paint a picture of the little Presidency, 
with all its hoy>cs, joys, and fears, as it was about 
the time of Charles 11, and his immediate succes¬ 
sors. In a word, to furnish a few gossipping 
chapters upon our early Colonial life, duriiig il»c 
first century of our settlement in Madras ; a 
period which is fult of interest, but which at pnv 
sent is almost a blank page in the annals of India. 

Pefore however we begin to depict the little 
world within, wc must endeavour to describe the 
grciit world without. Our readers need not be 
alarmed. Our history shall not l>e very fonniduble. 
We shall follow the tmo Macaxilay method of only 
dw^elling on wlial is interesting, and then striding 
with the .speed of seven leagued boots ov(U* all that 
is diy and dull. 

From time irnnk-moviai the rich productions of 
India had been cagerlv (lesired by lUc civilised 
world, Hci cottons, spices, jewels^ and pcriumcA 
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had been carried mp Sea to the Coarts of 

Soiomon, of Ahasnems, and of the Csesars; and 
daring the Jdiddie Ages, many of her choicest pro¬ 
ductions were conveyed by the Venetian merchicrds 
from the ports oi iilgypt to the Courts tim 
Buropean kings. But the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries saw a vast re^^ohition in commercial enter¬ 
prise. Spain had discovered and conquered 
Me^tico and Peru, Portugal hail discovered the 
route round the Cape, and opened the trade with 
India, Por nearly a century, that is from about 
1500 to 1600, the Portugtiese enjoyed the mono¬ 
poly of the Indian seas, and possessed lioh and 
extJsnsive settleinentsaon both sides of the Indian 
ptminsttln. Indeed, not content with being mer¬ 
chants, they claimed to be kings ; but instead of 
conciliating the natives, they rendered themselves 
hated by their haughtiness, their arrogance, 
their religious intolerance, and thtjir dissolute 
lives. But still they continued to monopolize jtlm 
trade, and iill merchants from otlier European coun¬ 
tries, anti even shipwrecked mariners, were treat¬ 
ed with the utmost severity, not with cruel 
barbarity. 

In Europe the great merchants were the Dutch- 
In other words they had become tl»e great carriers 
of Europe*, ami their country h<ul beexnne em¬ 
porium of trade. In a former century they had 
obtained the products of Imlia from the Italians ; 
but now the rich traders of Amsterdain, proceiided 
every year to Lisbon to purchase spices from the 
Portuguese^ In 1380 the Dutch threw off the yoke 
of Spain and formed themselves into the United 
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ProYH){Je3. That very yem* tlie famous Bon Se* 
bn;stian, King of Portugal^ citlier fell or disappear- 
eil during an expedition against the Moors, He 
vauislied without leaving any children, a#d Philip 11 
of Spain obtained the Portuguese crown. Philip w&» 
a spiteful man. lie thought ptihish the Butch for 
their revolt, by excluding them from his dominions. 
This policy proved most^ suicidal. The Butch, 
instead of being goofl customers, became formida¬ 
ble rivals ; inst^d of purchasing Indian commodi- 
ties in the Lisbon market, they jiushed on bravely 
to the Indian seas, ami soon became ruinous 
competitors with Philip’s: Portuguese subjects 
for the Indian trade, llief commenced with 
caution. They did not attempt to intt;rfere with 
the Portuguese trade on the coasts of the In¬ 
dian continent, but they tlirected their attention to 
tlmt portion of the Malay Archipelago, which is 
known by the name of tSpicc Islands. In ICOo 
Diey hacl already erected a factory at Bantam in 
Java, and commenced a trade with the large 
inland of Sumatra and the small S])icfi Islamis. 
Subsequently, the factory" in Java, swelled out 
into the great but unhealthy city of Bata¬ 
via ; wliich henceforth became the scat of tlu? 
ibitch Government in the Eajst, and the centre of 
their tode. Meantime the power of the Portu¬ 
guese declined. The annexation to Spain proved 
their ruin. They receive/d no further niiiforce- 
ments from Europe, and their more cnterjTrising 
i i\als soon began lo establish factories on the con¬ 
tinent. In 1010 the Butch orecled klie fort at 
PuUcat, about twenty three miles to the norlhwartl 
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of the place where Mn(li*as now stands. In 1660, 
they took Neiyapatam from the Portuguese* In 
1668, they took Gochiii in like manner. Tims 
they becanfc the great merchant princes of the 
East, possessing imporiairt settlements both on 
the coast of Coromandel and the coast of Malabar. 
The seventeenth century was indeed the golden 
period of I>utch commerce. Witliout any native 
produce to expoit, and without even a piece of 
timber ^fit for ship building, tlte foreign iratle 
of Holland was at this period greater than that 
of all Europe besides, 

Mcjantime the merchants of I^ndon had been 
eq\ially yearning foi^ a share in the riches of the 
Indian trade, lliroughout the reign of the great^ 
Elizabeth, their longing for the gold of Ophir had 
been stimulated to the highest jntch by the suc¬ 
cesses of Spain and Portugal. They tried in vain 
to cut out new routes by the north-west and the 
north-east, and even attempted to open an oveiimid 
trade ; the sucetjssive circimitiavigations of tlie 
world by Drake and Cavendish still giving addi¬ 
tional piimulus to the spirit of euterj^rise. They 
next sent some ships round the Cape, but the ex¬ 
periment failed in consequence of disease and ship¬ 
wreck. But soon all London was ringing w ith the 
successes of the Dutch, and the British merchant 
was almost mad with exasperation. At last in 1598 
an association was formed under the title of ‘‘ Mer¬ 
chant Adventurers.’* A fund wtwj subseritel, and 
the- subscrilHU’s petitioned. the Virgin Queen to 
allow them ip fit out three ships, to export bul¬ 
lion, anil to oe exempted from payment of cus- 
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tarns for six voyages. M ibnt very moineEt 
a peaoe was pending between England an<l 
Spain. The Spanish Armada hiid ten utterly 
destroyed ; Cadiz had been taken by^Jftlngham 
and fesex ; but still the English Government 
was anxious not to intperil the peace, by giving 
countenance to an expedition, which might be sup¬ 
posed to threaten the Indian possessions of Portu¬ 
gal. In vain the Merchant Adventurers petitioned 
for an immediate waaTant. The Privy i^ouncil 
maintained that a peace with Spain would prove 
more beneficial to England than even the Indian 
trade. Bnt^the ardour of the Merchant Adven¬ 
turers couhl not Iwook delay. They presented 
another Memorial in which t!»ey enumerated first 
all the Indian settlements btdonging to Spain 
and Portugal; and secondly, all the kingdoms 
and islands wHeh were wliolly out of tlmir 
dominions; and they concluded by challeng¬ 
ing ,the Sjianish Commissioners to show any 
just and lawful reasons why ller Majesty, ami 
all other Christian princes and states, SfhouUl 
be biuTed from the ludiau seas, and from the 
tlomimons of so many free potentates in which 
neither Spain nor Portugal possessed the shadow 
of authority. The memorial was rcfew^il to the 
celebrated Sir Fotilkes Ch-eville, who returned ano¬ 
ther long and curious rf5|)ort on the limits of the 
Portugiicsie jiiriadiction in the East IiulicH. Tlie 
royal (‘onsent to the project of tlic Adventurers 
was then freely granted. The Association eutrust- 
efi the management of the busines.s twenty-four 
Directors ; und on IIk? S?3rd Sej4einl>er ICOO, the 
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first Court of Direetor^of the East India Associ* 
‘atioB was held at " Founder’s Hall’" 

The geographical inforraation fumislied by the 
Merchant Adventurers and Sir T'oulkes Gievillei, is 
very interesting. It was derited from various 
authors,—Portuguese, Spanish, Italians, Hutch, 
and English,—whose names arc now only 
known to the anti<^uarian; and it contains, a ^ 
fiood of information which shows how rjipitUy 
geographical science had jjrogressed in that age 
of enterprise. Of course most of the mar¬ 
vellous stories of Sir John Maudevijie were 
popularly beUeved; but stiU a laijgc^ amount of 
faithful description Isad n;ael!ed Europe, and evcjy 
day the torch of truth was carri<4 further and fer- 
thcr into the regions of fable. As r^j^ards India, 
much geographioal information ri^ecting the 
coast of Malabar had already bectf ^tiblishcci; and 
the maids of honour in the Court of Elizabeth, 
had long been giggling over the stories tjjf a 
coiintry where the ladies had n» many husbands as 
they pleased ; or else were denouncing the cruel 
laAV which compelled a beloved wife to burn 
herself with the body of lier deceased husband. 
Even the Coast of Coromandel was known. The 
Portuguese had already |)enetrated to Eengal; 
wliilst a century before Ibo country had been a 
♦terra incognita, and the country now enlkd Orissa 
was believi^l by many inteUigeui Englishmen to bt 
peopled by men who had horses heads and fe^l on 
iiuiuan ilesh. 

VVe firtwnot reviewing the history of ilie late 
{.'ompany, and therefore sludl content oui*$ehe'» 
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with saying?, that in 36(fl the first fleet set sail» 
not for the Jmlian continent, but, like the Dutch,’ 
for the Indian Archipelago. At that time the 
English and Dutch nationa were on the beat of 
terms, for Elizabeth had nobly siippitcd the 
Dutch against Spain. Again the BngUsli did not 
want to come into collision with the Portuguese. 
Above all, the cloves, ntilraegs, and mace of the 
Molucca and Banda isles, the pepper and camphor 
of Sumatra, and the endless productions of Java, 
would furnish as valuable a cargo as any which 
could be carried to Europt\ One little incident 
may be mentioned as strikingly ilbisirativc of the 
character of the Advcntureie that went on the 
voyage, the Lord Treasurer reejuested the Direc¬ 
tors to empfi'V Sir Edw^artl Miishelboiirne on the 
expedition. ^ But it seems that the business qualifi¬ 
cations of genflcinen of the court aiv. rarely appreci¬ 
ated by the commert^l community ; and the dash ■ 
ingigallants of the Elizabethan er«T, adventurovis and 
brave ns they drmhtless wore, appear to have en¬ 
joyed but little favour in the eyes of the trading 
citizens of London. Accordingly the Directors re- 
solved on consultation, “ not to employ any 
gentleman in any plaa* of charge and they 
requested tliat they might be allowed to sort 
their business with men of their own quaiitye, lest 
the suspicion of the employment of gcntlemet# 
being taken hold uppoii by ti»e gencraJitie, do 
diy VC a greale numljer of the Adventurers to with¬ 
draw their eontributif.ns.” 

Wc need scarcely say that the early • . oyages of 
the East India Compiuiy wrre very successful, 
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realising from a hundred to iwo hundred per cent, 
on the capital expended* 3For tUe first few y<^ar«, 
the Englislt merchants and factors apparently lived 
on friendly terms with the Dutch ; and this con* 
tinned so long as the English were satisfied with 
the goods they coidd obtain in Sumatra anti Java, 
and refrjiined from trading at the small Spice 
Islands, now known as the Moluccas and lian* 
das. These Islands, as we simll presently see, 
were regarded by the Dutch as their peculiar pro¬ 
perty ; and they alone produced the finer spices, 
such as nutmegs, for which fabulous prices could 
be obtained in the njfirkets at lioine. 

'rhus the English established two principal fin?-' 
tones; oiu‘. at Aehec-n in the Island uf Sumatra, 
ami the oflnu: at IJantain in the Island of Java, 
^rhe goods they liroilf^ht out cotjwisted partly of 
British staples, such as clotkiead, and '» partly 
of British manufactures, suefras oatlery and glass; 
ami partly of foreign merchandixe, such as qmck- 
RilvtT and iliissimi iiidos. In return they ob¬ 
tained cargoes of raw silk, indigo, pepper, 
cloves, and mace ^ articles whi<?h, together with 
wen the more precious nutmegs, arc now to 
be found in every cottager’s cupboard in Great 
Britain, but which in the days of the Sluart.s 
.and early (Jeorges, fet^;he<l pric<;s w'liich would 
strike terror into the hearts of motieru house¬ 
keepers. Dut a great event was at hand, no less 
than the establishinent of an English Factory on 
the Indian yontincut. As early as the Fac¬ 
tors in Java reported home that there was u 
great demand in the Islands for the cloths and 


n 
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calicoes rnaniifacturctl oti the ItiOiaD peiainBiihi. 
Ahemi I lie same tiiiiCj as wo have already seen, the 
heavy hut enteiprlsinj^ Dutehitien hail be^im to 
entertain the same notions, however dim*!* 

c(l their attention more to the (Joast of Coromandd, 
whilst the Euglisb were more attracted by the (Joast 
of Malabar. As early as 1610 the Dutch hejom 
to build a square fort on the Fnlicat lake. The 
English found more <lidicuUY in establishing them* 
solves. Tlie rovtuiruesc wore as vet the lords of the 
eontmcutal trade ; but wliilst they |ios.so$sed settle- 
numis at St. Tliomo ami other .spois on the C’oro- 
inaudcl (.V>asi as far as the iirniths of the flanges 
and Straits of iMnlncca, vet their chief tratic was 


on the Coast of Malabar. For nearlv a oenturv, 
the town and fort of Goa, about, half wav down (lie 
Afahibar side, had been the centre of their e{jin- 


incrce and the scat^f ttudr i>owtM\ TIutc they 
harj Jed a life of iulolerancc and luvury, of ])icty 
and oppression. 4'hey also jiossessal another im- 
jiortant settlement at ilie ancient («)wn of Suvat; 
near the top of the same coast, and aboitt 400 
miles northward of ftea. Siifat, , which is mein 
tioned in the jlmnnvana, has lieen famous for its 

i.* ^ 

commercini wealth from time immnnorinl. .Swar¬ 


thy irad(a*3 from Jerusakm and Sidou, from 
Memphis and Aden, from liie ^*]gean Sea and the 
Persian Gulf,-—had anchored iu the river Taptee 
and crowded the nernw streets of Surat.- -Itad sun- 


nrd themselves in tfic smiles of Surat beauty, 
and laid their olTcrings upon her idolr shrines,— 
wlwTi I'rium vet reigned in Trov, whim Solomon hehl 
flu* sceptre of .ludnh from his golden throne and 
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goklcn footstool, aud long ere tlie stern old B.O’ 
iwus had built their rocky nest on the Palatine bill, 
i^'or oountl<tes ages the coasting trade had been car¬ 
ried on over the Eryihrioan j ami now when the ad¬ 
venturous PortugiK^se had opciwed the route round 
the ("ape, the white faces"’ were liearingaway the 
gold, the peails, the diamonds, and the ambergris, 
the silks, the cottons, the fragrant woods, and the 
brilliani. dyes,—^just as Iiad been done by iiit; 
Phoudeians of olden time. The gems which Would 
have spark M on the necks of Solomon’s queens, 
were now lighting up every court in BurojK^ ; tiic 
incense which woult^have becnofrered on the altar 
of Jehovah, <h’ ou the shrines of J^cus or Apollo, 
was now being burnt in ihit censci’s of l^hrisieiuloin, 
and stimulating the devotiOnH of every people 
who acknowledged thc*authority of tlio Holy Sec. 

In 1012 the Mn^'Usli hrst^ljtaiued a settlement 
in Surat,; but they only s\ioccfNled after sontc des- 
p< ratt^ <‘Oiifiicts with the l'orla|fucse ; just as*thc 
Portuguese themselxcs had fought tlicir way against 
the VrabfrirniiaiUs, w ho had previously nionopolw- 
eil the Red Sea timlc, and carried Indiim goods 


to Alexandria for the Venetians t(>bt:ar away to tht' 
wcrit. The Rucecss(‘M of the hlnglisli ovarr the 


Portuguese, extited the. admiration, 
and e\cu llic gratitude of the >Cativc 


tin; respect, 
aulhoritus ; 


and an imperial lirmiaiu was actually obtaiiicd 
from the (Jreat Mogul, authorising the English to 
esiahlish a iactory on payment of a iliily on all 
£! 0 (H!s'-of *54 pf'^’ cent. 


Thus the “ English House, ’ as it was i^alled. 


was opened at Surat. 


The native Surat merchant ^ 


S '4 
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readily bonglit our broadcloths, kersiet, qukk^ 
ailyer, lead, vermilHon, $Mrd blades, knwes^ and 
looking glasses ; whUst thef Ea^b Factors 
obtain^ calico, cotton ynvnl indigo, and drugs. 
The latter articles ^ere sent home, but tbe calicoes 
and cottons were carried to Java, and exchanged 
with ,the utmost advantage for pepper and spices. 
At Surat the object of Um English Agent was to 
extend the trade to the inland markets as wdl as to 
the adjoining sea ports. At Java the object was 
to open a trade with China, Japan, and Siam; and 
above all to put a foot into the liltle but precious 
JSpicc Islands, in both directions the lOnglisli had to 
(‘onteud ngaiiist formidable rivals, In Western India 
they had to encountm* the hostilities ancl intrigues 
of the ToHuguese. Tn the islands they ha<l to en¬ 
counter the growing animosity of the DiUtb. The 
principles of Free Trade were tottdiy unknown. 
The object of one and all of' the thrcfc nations of 
Englisli, Dutch, aqd Portuguese, \vt\s to obtain and 
secure a monopoly of tlic trade in the Indian 
seas. But the immediate cause of the deifUly quar¬ 
rel between the English and Dutch was the 
uutjuegs! 

Having thus fairly landed our countrymen 
on the shores of India, it will be necessary to 
glance at tbe state of HindustaJi at the time of our 
story, l^rom time immemorial India has hiim n 
conquered country. AVavr, after w^avc of the great 
Tartar or Turanian races of fJwitral Asia, luive 
poured in from the North, briugingt with them 
noble languages, but riles so ullerly Wlatrous as 
to be aliuosi beyond belief i—horrible institutions 
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tn wlikb human were offered to ajppeaae 

the wrath of dembnsi and* ih whiiii 

and wtJimea li^cd together like eat&i Ifce 
Brabmina next a^>peared upon the scene ; a peo^ 
pk altogetbeT diff'ereut, and heionging, not to 
the Tartar, or Turanian rm;e, bdt to the same 
great Arian race, aa the Greeks, the Itemans, arid 
our noble selves, 'lliese Brahinhia graduaUr <nvi- 
lised tlift Tartar inliabitimts, divided them into 
castes, taught them the worship of Viahnoo and 
biva, and made tliemselvea the priestly aoveresigna 
of the country. Subsequently the nrkst was com- 
pcllc(J^to givi? teethe soldier,---the Brahmin to 
the Kshetrya, - and Imlia ^eil mdvr the dominion 
of Itajahs. Such was tlur state of things when 
the Mussubuan^:;,—Tui'ks and Mongols,—pouml 
in sucetjssivo eniptions over the i^Iey of the Pim* 
jab, ajul at last ehi.al)li:>lied a thrmie *at Dellii. 

The history of iTls Maboinmedan Bmpirs^in 
India is about the /Iriest in ilu^ world. Even in 
the hands of a writer like Monntstuart Elphinstonc, 
it is as heavy as lead; ami until some historical 
ronuuicin- can be found w'itli suincient boldness to 
leave Mill all the wars, all the geography, and all 
the proper names, and couhne himself to Arabian 
Mglits’'-lik(‘. stories of lore adventures and court 
hcandnl, combined with a few operatic plots of 
imirdi.T, suicide, royal peasants, and peasant 
kings,—the liislory of Delhi W'ill be a blank to 
the general rt^adcr. 

Our Tiarjattvc therefore shall be very brief. 
Tlie first Mahouuneduu conqueror who invaded 
India was Mahmoud the Ghaznavide. Every one 
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wlro Kas read Lalla RookU” knows the story of 
Mahmoud, who flourished ah<3|| the time of \Vil- 
Jiain the Conc|ueror:— “ o , 

“ J^iiud of the Sim ! wha-t foot invades 
^ Thy and thy pillar’d sbada»— 

Thy eavcm shrine.^ and Idol etoncs, 

Thy Monarchs and their thousand Thrones ? 

Tia He of Oakna—^ florce in wrath 
He comes, and IssfDiA's diadems 

Lie Hcafcter’d in his ruiuouft path.-— 

Uis bloodhuiuida he miorns witli geitt», 

"'I'ora from the violated ni>eks 

Of many a young ami lov’d Sultana ; 

Maidens, witfiin their pure Zenana, 

Triesfca iix the very fane he ttlaughtoi’% 

And choaks tip with the glittering wreeliB 
Of golden shrines the sacred waters I” 

.Mahmoud of Gliazna was thus the iyrnut, who 
tile youthful patriot, wliose lust drop of blood 
the l^eri carried fr the angel at heaven’s gale, hut 
winch, alas, proved not to he “ the gift that l> 
in(‘St tlear to heaven,” and therefore would not 
open the crystal gates of Piiradi.se to the tvander- 
irig Peri. IMaUrnoiid w as also, like a true followt'r 
of the lV<iphei, a great destroyer of idols. He 
piously plundered the gri^at temple of ,^oiiHiaut, 
a feat wdiich has been sine; iixnuortali/ed by th«‘ 
proclamation of Jiord V]i leu borough. The story 
go(^s that he found a Ireinendous idol at Boinnaut, 
wlncli ho prepare(i io break in ]«ec^^s. The Jb*oh- 
inins vainly offevctl imntense sums foa* the ransom 
of their god ^ he d<‘<?Iari d that he was a lireaker 
and not a seller of idols. The doily was 'Smashed 
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md an immejJaa «k)r# of 4ifiinioa4-^ 
mid peailA were tmed ocm^salad in lielty <id‘ 
the idol. • ' . ^ ‘ " 

Ikit to our story of India; 8«ccesi^iye%nmitfes 
reigned nr$t At (ihlznees nod afterwards at llelhi; 
mid gradually extended their over Hiti- 

diikan and a large part of the Dekkan. The 
flha^navide dynasty was sucsoeedod by an Afghan 
dynasty; and then followed the 81are kings, the 
house of Khilji, and tlm house Of Toghlak. TIk? 
history of their reigns is nothing thore than the 
annfils of coTupiest, of ilisptited snocessioiis, of as- 
sassinations, of ninsii^eres, and of rebellions and 
their suppression. It ettends om* the usual 
period of four ceittuti^s, namely from A , 1). 1000 
to A. T>. 1400 ; a period tvhidi eommeiiees with 
the invasions of Afnhmond, aUd closes with the 
still more terrible invfwiou of Tiiaoitr the Tartar, 
mul the sack, the eoiiflagratian, and tnassaOre^at 
ifethi. During the atiarehy wltieh attcndi^ftl this 
Mst event, many of the Hindoo powers in 
Southern India recovered their independence ; but 
^subsequently, after the lapse of a century or Ao* 
they were again overthrown by Alahoinmcdan ad- 
vcnttirers, and their territories formed into Mtiliom*- 
medim kingdoms. Two of these kl%doms arc 
worthy of especial mention from fheit eonnecti(hi 
with the subsequent' history of Alatlras ; namely, 
the two great kingdoms of the Dekkan.—Bijapoor 
and (lolconda. Both were establi$h<5d almut A, IX 
1500 ; and neither were overthrown until the ttign 
of Aurnngxebe, and about half a eeiitury after the 
firstjoundation of Fort St. George. 
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B«t mtt8| aow x^tum to DeJlu ; fot notwith- 
»t&nding the anarchy which prevailed, and ^ ^ 
tiremcntofTimour from India, ihe^descendatita 
of the famoina ’Jiwpfcar were destined to hold ilie 
sceptre of India^^ and reign at Belhf under the title 
of “‘“Great The hr^ monarch of this 

new dynasty was Baher, the son of a great-grand- 
son of Timour; who, after a series of adventures 
which have stamped him the knight-erraiit of Asia, 
obtained the throne of Delhi about 1525. The ^ 
last of the “ Great Moguls” was tJm miserable 
wietch, who, after reaching an advanced old age 
in Uie enjoyment of the splendid bounty of the 
great Company, treacherously gave his counte¬ 
nance to tlic great mutiny pf 1857, and now ex¬ 
piates liis offence in imprisonment at Kaugoon. 

The reigns of Baber, of Hu may con, and of 
Akbar, extended over the whole of the sixteenth 
century. “ They thus corresponded to the period of 
Portuguese denniaion in India,—to* the period'bf 
the Itciformatton,— and to the reigns of Henry 
VH I, Edward VI, Mary, and Klizabcth. The 
name of Akbar occupies a considerable place in 
Oriental history ; but in tl^e present article we 
only care to review such portions of Oriental his¬ 
tory as will illustrate our own, lie died whilst 
English and Dutch were just beginning to 
quan’cl over the pep])er and nutmegs in Java and 
the Spice Islands ; and he was succeeded in IffOS 
by his son Jehangir. 

J-ehangir Is celebrated for his passionate attach¬ 
ment to the beautiful Noutmahal, the “Light of 
the Haram and the story of his loves has been 
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duly »uDg by that love majdwg Irish bardi Tom 
Mf>ore :— 

If woijnaQ S;ti make the wtiyrat wilderoMe cUiAi**^ 
Thiukf thiuk what a Heav'o she melee ol 

CAfiOAUCRB ' , 

$0 the jmgiMcmt Soft of 

Vflm from, po^w and pomp atui trophiei 'el war 

He flew to that^allcy, them all 

With the Light of the Harax, )m ytmng KotrsHAUAi* 

^ When free and uncrown'd as the Conqneroir rov’d 
the banks of tlut Lake, with his only belosv'd, 

He saw, in the wreathe ahe would |>la3i’funy enah?h 
Frcnn the hedges, a glory his orl>^vn eould not niifiiiQh, 
And preferr'd in his heart the least ringlet that enrTd 
Down her exquisite neflk to the throhe of the world." 

Sir Thomas lioe ms sent as an ambasiqidot 
from James I to the great Jehangir; maldpteser^*- 
cd his Imperial Majesty with some Bngtish bull¬ 
dogs, some famous red nitio, and above all with 
fioiue English picture»r. Our &tO)cy strips off mueh 
of the Feniirnent which attaches to the name*of 
the lover of Nourmahal. Jehangir was much such 
a liero as our own George IV. He approved 
mightily of the bulldogs. He dmnk so miem of the 
red wine, tliat in the warmth of Ms heart he vowed 
that he would make no distinctions between Chris¬ 
tians, Moors, and Jews, but that he would love 
them all; but then alas! it was discovered that 
his Majesty was crying drunk, and sighs stole 
out and tears bi^an to How.** The pictures preved 
less successful in pleasing his taste. He drew out 
a painting of ^ beautiful Venus leading a dark 
coloured Satyr by the nose; and not being familiar 
with classical story, he unfortunately supposed it 
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to be a roptt'$pnt»tiob of himse^ bd&g led by 
no^e by tbe^eatitifui NoumahaL Hint 
intcrpmitatioai Had msB nlfk nniied tl#flncc^e8e >0C 
Hoc's eitibasey; biii we believe tkai nuotber bWter 
of red' witie washed ^way tbe nrtgrf suspieibiis ^ 
the tipsy Mog®.; Moneovet, the \mA ot firm 
(lid not tell the Wholip truth of NeHrmabal. 
Imngir had put her busbatul to death ia oixler to 
marry her ; and this was the canse of their eady 
fstrangeinent, and not, as Moore represents it,— 

" ** A srmiethin^, li^t as air—*a 

A woid uukind or wrongly taken.*' 

ii> 

Shah Jelmn was the son and successor of the scn^ 
tiinental and convivial Jelningir, lie constructed 
the famous peacock’s throne, and the splendid 
mausohnun of white marble decorated with mosaics, 
known as the Taj Mahab Ilis reign, which almo?»t 
exactly corresponded to the reigns of Clnirles I a ml 
Oliver Cromwell, is chiefly remarkable for the re¬ 
bellion of Ms sons^ It terminated in the aocession 
of the crafty Auruugsebe in 1C5S, the very'year 
that Crorawell died. 

Oiir story of the events wduch led to the first 
foundation of Madras is now drawing to a close. 
'The settlement took place in the reign of Shah 
Jehan. There had btren a tremendous quarrel 
between the 3>utch and English about t& nut¬ 
megs. Attempts were vainly made to arrange 
matters by a treaty, in wHteh the trade aiul ex¬ 
penses in Java, and even in FuUcil, ^W'Crc to be 
alike shared. The Dntfdi were far the stronger, 
and the English were like Iambs endeavouring to 
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Jive m ^ with ^rolvesu as 

vl 620; the Engliiah had b^a l^ve 

BaHcftt^ Imt mamiged to effect a e^tl^eaieBt 
at ]\{aflulipiiam^ At iaat the i^eached 

drniait ia the mneeftcxieof the i%!eioe of 

the Staoe leMie) an av^nt whl^^a atffl rem^- 
bestmi with homir aa the. m^asai^ of AnihojiW’ 

For many h geiieratic^: aithrwarda the j^gliah 
and Botch eontmed to Ibe at deadly enmity in the 
l^i; but m6imtkiethe £a|Ehs4>^iininage^ to effect 
a permanent aet^tneni on the Coromandel poa^d^. 
tn 1625 the EagUah ohimned a piece of grtnm<l 
at Anneghanmy abo^t forty mjyi^ to the north of 
Piilic£kt» and made it a sulmrdimde station to 
Mnsnlipatatn. It iras i;rell for them that the^ did 
so ; for three years afterwards they weio att eom- 
pelled to retire fiom Masnlipatam to Annag^itn 
in consequence of tlie oppressions of the lativo 
(xovkirnor. Suhsequ^ntly some of them nBCnraed to 
IVfastilipatam, hot still the oppressions and emffar- 
rassments went on; and it was apparent, botii 
to the Factors out here and to the Coart of 
Directors at home, that if a trade was to 
be carried on in these seas, some spot must be ob¬ 
tained more farourable to trade,, ami offeiing more 
security to the Company's sernmts and property* 
Accordingly Mr. Francis Day, member of Um 
Council at Masnlipatam, was diiqwtehod^ to ex¬ 
amine the country in the ncighbouAood of the 
Portuguese settlement at St, Thome. 

Mr. Day, met with unexpected sueeesa* He 
found that though the surf was heary aitd danger-* 
ous, yet that the Locality was favourably situated 
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for obtaiiuog Moreover iie re¬ 
ceived great eneo^rageiueat itmn. tlye 

tive 'j^wkxs and the Portngtteae. , r-tlie Kaiok 
of tiie diftiiiet ]^romi3t^ his views to utmost, 
imd isrofBiited for him a graxrt of loud* witK iper- 
missicm to btdlib« fort, frtm the of Cloiodra- 

ghmi whijiet the Portuguese at lliothe be¬ 
haved to him in the ixiost friendly matmer, und 
offered to give him every aesisttiitee in iP^rming the 
new establishment. The territory granted extend¬ 
ed five miles along shore and one inland. 

Thus was formetl tlie tirst establishment in Ma- 
draspatnam in 1630, in the reign of his Majesty 
diaries 1, and just before th?s breaking out of the 
great civil war* lu the pivsent number we have 
eoufined ourselves to sketching the circumstanc^^M 
which led to cnir first settlement in Madras, and 
descfibiug the previous condition of India. In a 
future issue we hope to resume our stoiy, and fur¬ 
nish our readers ^dth a sketch of th.i early history 
and condition of the infant Prtisidency, and the 
nature and character of its relations with the na¬ 
tive powers. * 
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At Ia3t then wa have Righted at ^old^ 

In ottr previona iaene.we earned CMfT reed^^B Ircaii 
]^ndon the ^piee iMadr from im S|iiee 

Ulanda to Burnt and Fort Saint 
however irpon our wpg to goa^ip mtM' 

Mogids who reigned at But nm we 

hare fatrlj eros^ the eurf» we wi}} tahe the op¬ 
portunity, ~ wliilat Mr, Day is huiMif^ up his 
Fort ibr the pie^tion of tne take a 

rap^glahoe at the %rorldaround us; an^nbove 
all, to tell the story Sf that of (Jhaudnagheyi, 
fromw^ the gtsat of te«i(ory wi«,arigiwdlj 
Obtained. v 


The present generatkm will not tulnuit to tnueli 
ge^aphical detail. Otherwise might"(leseant 
lovingly on the Tainul countiy whkh exicnde<l 
from Comorin to Fulicat; on pie Canarese coun¬ 
try to the west; on the Telugti ooiintiy to the 
north i and on the strange old land of Orissa, or 
Urys country, still further away. The history 
Irowever may not be thus scurvily treated* j and 


* We are afraid that some of ear leatlers wiU eoneider 
the present article to b<J rattier too historical. But in 
the first place the sketch of Native history will be found 
absolutely neceseary tf> enable u« to luiderstand the ear¬ 
ly relatione of JUadi^ with the Native pow'ens. Secondly, 
no Records of any dewjription a])]>ear ti> liave been pre¬ 
served in this presidency tf> throw light upon the in¬ 
ternal niamiirs and mode of Ufe during the Oovernmenta 
of Sir Bdward Winter and Mr. VusLCroft. After the year 
1370 we tread upon new gro\md« 
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iiideat! some knowlec^ge of it is Absoliitd;i|r oeees- 
saiy, before we can ooderstaiid the peottlw por¬ 
tion in whi^ tlie little colony of mimeojOiiiifi^ 
found ihemtehes two Imndied yetos ngo. 

In times primevnl, wlien the i^ods 
alternate legs mid gave milk to little pigi,* iJiwl 
when the curses of Brahmins and the prayers of 
sages were siiScient to overthrow tM deities and 
convulse the spheres,—in those days a kfge por¬ 
tion of Southern India was occnpiwl by the two 
old Hindoo kingdoms of Chola and Fandya, whose 
relative positions may be 'indicated by the position 
of their respei^tive capitals.* The capital of the- 
Chola kingdom ivas Conjeveram; the capital of 
tiie Faiidva kingdom was Madura. Both cities 
are still celebrated for their magnificent pagodas, 
in which srulptmx^s and architecture alike exhibit 
the struggle of the old material religion of the 
Tartar races, with the more spiritual and philoso¬ 
phic tenets taughtr by the fair complexiont^d Brah¬ 
min, In olden time the sovereign of l^andya had 
sent ambassadors to the Court of Augustus Ca»sat; 
whilst the kings of f'hola had ruled Tamuls and 
Telugus as far as the banks of the (iodaveri. Ibit 
when Mr. Bay first landed on tliese shores, these 
t%vo kingdoms only existed as relics of the past. 
Their power and dignity had been Imtttued down 
by the conquering Mussulman. Tliey had shrunk, 


* Some <rf our readers may require tube ialomied that 
these oro alhiaitins to gecuiiie Tamul kge^ule, mid tliat 
the clrcumetaticee are gravely r^'lated ns amongst the 
floored aenusementfl of the goda ! 
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like rut® noiWit^feeet 

aivdiM last li6ttt fi^ di^witig f ^ 
ea»iy%ftr 9 i^i ibe Pekkati between 
mane and Itind^Sf jumbled tbe cntl^bt (^” an 
j^raaeini; flood agalnet a Mrong iiead ykdi So^e* 
^ wa'ire of Maliomedan inra&ion dasM an 
to Caj^Cmorin $ aometiines; a» its feieesnbald^y 
the Weakened tide was flimg baeklll^e 
river* Early in the fowteenth 
tin? Mnseniiaan power at DdM was tom tofaeeb 
by interaai disseimone, atnl tlie mvadbu of fliiiont 
was akeady looiniiig in the diataiiwae»^tbe fastnona 
old Hindoo fanuly, aSorwartk know^n as the 
Itung lit^yeel, established a tlnone at Bijanogaf in 
the Canareae counti’yv Byamigur, w ** dky of vie^' 
topy*’ Was seated on one of Uie tributaries of the 
Kistiia» and about thirty miles from BeMary. 
In a few yoar* the n^w Hindoo kingdom became 
the most powerlhl state iu ^uiliern Itidia. Its 
comiuests extended oter tlm greater part of Ohola 
uiid Pandya, and thus inckded the countiy iii 
which Madras now stands; ai«l it was one of its 
later Kings, mimed Narsing Rajah, who erected 
the fortS'Of Chandragberi and Vellore* i Whilst this 
Kingdom of B^anagttr was extendhig its dcuninions, 
u snceefrfiil revolt against the khperial power at 
Delhi led to tlie establishment of ait inaepetideiit 
Mnssuhnan dynasty in tlte country now ealieci 
Hydembad, known to lustorians as the Bahminoe 
kings of the Dekkan* For a centum and a half, 
the Hindoo house of Bij^agur, ami w Bahminee 
kings of the Dekkan, were at constant war, About 
the end of the flftecnth ceutuiy, and about the time 
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of tlie first appearant^fe of tfa® J^prtwgtteae on tke 
Coast of Mnkbar, the p^er ^ Uie BaHpinee, kings 
was broken up, ami five independent 
iiionarcbiee were erecte^l upon the Terrffe 

wars et-Ul continued io desolate the IMckan ; some*, 
times between the Mimulman kings themselves, 
and sometimes between the Mussulmans and the 
lliiuloos. in 15fi4 the Mussulman kings 

combined to ^^Ipurow the Hindoo dynasty at Bi- 
janaguT. A great battle took place on the KUtaa. 
The Hindoos ivere utterly defeated. Their brave 
old llajah was taken prisoiuir and put to death in 
cold blood ; and until very Jately lu« head was 
still kept as a trophy at Bijapoor. 

But notwithstanding this decisive overthrow, 
the family of the Srt*e Uung Kayeel was not 
extinct. The next heir still retained the name 
of liiijah; and he and his descendants were 
allowed to retain several districts in jagbire 
for some generations. The brother of the de¬ 
ceased llajah removed to thfi Fort of Chandragheri, 
alK)ut seventy miles south west of Madras; and 
there seems to have become Ibyah of the country, 
and to luive maintained a rule more or less nominal 
over the Naiks of the suiToimditig diatricti, and 
amongst others over the Naik of Chingkfiut. It 
was either this very brother, or else one of his de¬ 
scendants, that gave the grant of land io Mr. 
Francis Hay, with permission to erect the Fort, 
which, in honour of the guardian Saint of England^ 
was named Fort St. Qeojge. ‘ 

A melancholy incident, illastrative of that 
oos desire possessed by every Hindoo, of Uavbg his 
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family name handed d&wn to fuiture i^eSi 
connected ivith this gtani. The old of Olm- 
clragheri^ who stUl retauied the name of 8l^ Bang 
Hay eel, had* eipressly stim^ted that lilm new 
town, which wos expeoted to spring up in tim 
neighbourhood the Vott, should be oaHed by 
his name Breerungaw^a-patanain.’* But bf^oreihe 
grant hfid been fairly executed, another name had 
been given to the town, which ha ^yjjfe tinued down 
to our own time. The Naik of'IQPmgleput had 
previously intimated that the new setUemeut would 
be found^ in the name of his own fether, (%eii^ 
napa ; and the name of ** Chenna-patUiW/^ or 
** city of Chemiapa’* dmring been once applied to 
the confused assemblage of bamboo huts which 
sprang up near the Fort, was never afterwards 
supcrsedetl, and still continues to be the name by 
which Madras is known amongst the Natives. 
Meantime the poor ol^l Itajah was fast losing his 
power. The.petty Naiks and Foligars refus^ to 
pay him any allegiance, and cvaa invited the aS* 
vance of the Mussulman. At last, in 1646 he 
fled away to Mysore, and his name seems to have 
died gradually out of the land. 

We must now return to the proceedings of Mr* 
Bay. The grant obtained from the E^h of 
Chandraglreri was dated 1st March 16S^; and tim 
station was considered to be so important by the 
Agen<y at Masulipatam, that th^ directed Mn 
Bay to begin buildmg the Fort at the Company's 
expense, without waiting fwr the orders of the 
Oourt of I^rectors, This proceeding however , 
was not approved at home. The fhat Oenml 
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Latter sent by the little A'gency at Foii St. George 
to the Coart of Direetors, is dated 5th November 
1612, and contains many arguments ^ show that 
a fort for the protection of the Carnatic trade was 
ns necessm' on the Coast of Coromandel ea 4^t 
Surat or Bantam; and that the Butch, had 
c^mred n large share of the Corommadd tirade en'* 
tirely through the fortifications which they had 
erected at In 1644, the aiun expeudetl 

on the Fort arhounted to £2,300; and it was com¬ 
puted that the expenditure of £2000 more, 
aud a garrison of a hundrc<l soldiers, wouhl 
render tlie place impregnable. But all this sort 
of tiling was much objected to by* the Court 
of Directors. In 1052 the garrison only Con¬ 
sisted of twenty-six soldiers. In 1653 the 
Agency w«as raised to the rank of a IVcBidency; 
and henceforth mainbiineil a supremacy over the 
Factorie.s on the Coast of Coromandel and in Ben- 
gi^l. But in 1054 the new Presidency was orilered 
to reduce its ci^dl establishment to tw<i Factors, and 
its garrison to ten soldiers only. We know veay little 
of the internal history of the settlement at this ejiriy 
time. No records have been preserved in this 
Presidency <vi' an earlier date than 1670; and our 
iiiforaiatiou concerning Madras at this period, has 
been obtained from Bruce/s iVnnals*’ and other 
antupiated volumes. Tlie first President whose 
name is preserved and whose acts are celebrated, 
was Sir Fdward Winter, who was appointed in 
February, 1661. 

The^ Factor}' at Fort St. Gcorg?. had now 
been established more than twenty years. But 
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the times were bad. 'rtade had beea very bad 
at home, as as oti the Coast of Coro¬ 
mandel. !%gland had been distracted by the 
great CivU War, between Charles and his Parlia¬ 
ment, and business was almost at a stand 
still. The Company had also Buffered in an- 
^Uier way. When king Charles returned from 
his war a^gainst the Scots, im was in such 
pressing #ant of money, that hd was oompeb 
led to resort to the most extraordinary means 
for obtaining it. Amongst other things he bought 
from the Company six hundred thousand lbs. 
of pepper, on credit, at two shillings and a 
penny per Ih. amotnting in all td JS63,000. 
For this sum four bonds were given by the faTiners 
of the customs, of which only one appears to have 
been ultimately paid. The pepper was sold for 
ready money at one shilling and eight pence 
])er h .; arwl thris the king realised a sum of 
^r)0,D00. Dunug the Civil War, and especiaily 
during the reign of the Pnritan8,*no articles would 
command -a sale, excepting those of intrinsic value. 
Silks and pearls were an abomination in the eyes of 
Fresbyteriaus and Independents ; who for genera¬ 
tions had been denouncing the luxuries of the age, 
with all the energy* with which the Hebrew prophets 
of old time denounced the chains, the bracelets, 
tiie earrings, the nose jewels, and the change¬ 
able suits of apparel of the mincing licauties of 
Falestine. 

At Fort ^aint George, the Factors had as manv 
difficulties ifti the Directors at home. Tlie^ Native 
wars w'ere frcipient and threatening. Sometimes 
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it was tbe M^ssiikkiaBs %ktmg with the Hiiuioes. 
osmetimea theie were teiarihle struggle for Bstpe-' 
belwm the twe gmt Mabcjpe^ 
doms of the Bekkaar-Bijapoor ana Gcdeonda. 
MaiiRKS, after the tight of the X^}^ of Ctei^drsh 
gheri had baooiiie tl^endeiit u^i ibo king -oi 
Ocdeonda, and had obtained from hhai a cowle % 
^ fori and town of Ohefm^pdmiam. Meantime 
Aumngaebe bad been appcnuted his ^iher Shah 
Jehaii to the eommand of the Mogul arm^ in the 
Bekkan. Another terrible war rnisned, which 
tUed the country with blooddied np to the 
very waDs of Fort St. George. All this time 
the Dutch were opposing ^he Bngbsh in eveiy 
possible way. They end^voured to drive the lat« 
ter out of the market by selling chei^f and buy¬ 
ing dearer titan there was any oeeaston. This 
however wonld be considered fair play in these 
days of free trade. But the Dutch went mucii 
farther. Tlie English having obtained posses¬ 
sion of one of vhe precious little Spice Isiatids;, 
the Dutch sent a number of |)eople every year 
to cut doim the nutmeg trees.. The English coast¬ 
ing trade was almost stop^)ed by the Dutch cruisers, 
who swarmed in the Indian seas, and who were as 
ready to commit acta, of piracy, as to pnitbase 
native merchandize. Sacl tales,might ho told of 
that time. Besides the horrible massaeres at 
Amboyna, in which EngUshineu were subjected by 
the Dutch to tortures rivalling those of the inqui** 
sition, stores and houses had been burnt down in 
Java, and it would almost seem that murders as 
well as robberies were committed, during that ter- 
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rible period of eommlridv iriVafay; 

’Were cfen *aid tK>. iwv<6 towioiwitted pir|®i69^ 
the Bn^Uflii^eg lilupe-ibe 

native powers, and wki^ Ihei !]^|{glitkCki^ 

panp Md theonriyea to pi^ w iimidriMl ^loosfiikd 
liats of iii l^lB, imiltm became eveB 

ti^re iUr^deiting'* Orimwdd deriane^ ^at afpiinst 
H4}anid» and . tbs Factora in imf 

in imminent peril. Xliey prayad to rim Bineetora 
to increase tbrir little gan^n, and permit tbmn 
to complete their fortiBeations; and above all to 
be allowed to construct a curtain towards the sea. 
But all to no purpose. The little Agemgr in 
Fort St. Geotge thiis felt that they w&m in con* 
stant danger, not only from some plundering native 
oln<^ on land, but fmm n cannonading frW the 
Dutch on the ride facii^ the sea. 

Meantime the Bnglish at Fmrt St. Geoige and 
the Foiingucse at St^. Thome, seem to have lived 
together on the best of terms; Imt the Portuguese 
had not unfrequently embroile<h themselves' with 
the natives, in consequence of their imi«rovident 
zeal to make converts to the Boman Catholic feith. 
in 1650 the Portuguese nearly endangered the 
permanency of their establishments at Hbome. 
A Pirire had refused to allow a Hindoo relx^ii^ 
procession to pass his church, and a terrible up¬ 
roar was the result. Tim English at the Fort 
wisely avoided interfering in the dispute; but tlmy 
reported the matter to tlie Court of Directors at 
home, and expressed tlie following c^ion upon 
the impracticaoility of overcoming religious 

prejudices of the Natives;By this ymi may 
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juflge of the lym by bis p'aw, mS |>lainly tlisoemc, 
what small hapcfs, and how mnohlkn^ We hitve 
' of converting these people, that ws lyhe the 
naket and Imi Amexicanis, brit a inoi^ snbtle and 
|)aliitbpte nation,who aTesozealousiniheirreligions, 
onrail^ superstitbns, that even amongst their owne 
dttteting easts, is grounded an irreopnmlable hatred, 
which often produceth very bloodie effects.’' At 
the same time there was no lack of religious seeal 
on the part of the English, as we shall presently 
see; bnt still there was a larger amount of religions 
toleration than we shoukl have expected in tl*at 
age, and certainly far more than was approved by 
the Directors at home. 

The fFiemlship between the Portuguese and Eng¬ 
lish W'as probably cemented by their cotnmoti 
enmity towards tlie Dutch. Indeed the Dutch 
possessed so powerful a force in the Indian seas, 
that it seemed as though no nation could statid 
ageinst them. They took Coylon and exclude^t 
the Portuguese frdm the Jslaiui. They blockaded 
the Portuguese mpital of Ooa ; they blockaded the 
Euglkh Settlement at Bantam ; and it was fnliy 
cxpect<*d that if Goa fell, the Dutch would bloekath? 
the Stirat river, and thus put themselves in posses¬ 
sion of the whole of the trade on tlte Coast of 
Malabar. 

In 1554, a trejity was a1 length concludcdbc- 
iween the,English and Dutch, known as the tentv 
of "Westminster.* Four Commissioners from eacii 
nation were appoir^tea to adjust the rival claims for 
injuries received during the previous forty years. 
The English Company brougid in a little bill of 
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je2,700,000. But the I3uteh Coiqpany was fuUy 
prepared for such a cDutingency, brought in a 
hill of xieaijy £3,000,000 I The award of the 
Commissioners proved that they considered that 
most of the transactions upon which tlie accounts 
wei’e based were pui^ely mythical or at any rate 
that they belonged to a mytlueal period. It w’^as 
(lecided tfuU the Dutch Company should pay to 
the English Company £85,000; that they should 
also pay £3,600 to the heirs or executors of the 
sufferers at Amboyna; and that all past iwjmies 
and losses should be buried in oblivion by both 
jjarties. 

But whilst peaceftil relations wcKC thus con¬ 
cluded between the English and Dutch, the infant 
settlement at Madras continued to suffer from the 
badness of trade, the interference of interlopers, 
the appearance of the Mahrattas, and the bloody 
Civil war between the Jour sons of 8hah Jehan for 
the throne of the Greiit Mogul. The tvro laljer 
events, and their bearings uptBi the conditioii of 
the Colony we shall discuss in a future number. 
For the present we will simply follow the history 
of Fort St. George, 

We have already noticed the appointment of Sir 
Edward Winter to the Presidency of^ Madras in 
1661. At home the whole kingdom was mad 
with joy and excitement at the <iownfaU of the 
Commonwealth and restoration of Cliiules il, Tim 
reign of the Puritans, —of sad,coloured gentlemen, 
and .pinched up sombre ladies,-—was gone at a 
bound. SiMcs and taffeties, brilHant jewels and 
gay appard, once more sparkled at IVhiteball; 
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nrliilst Fjrencii Ii@^tiou6Kie39^ worse <luui tlie most 
Puritanicftl i^rmtky^ spmd hom the Cotirl to ilU 
parts of the kbij^om» imd eTca to coloiues 
abroAcU But meantime trade revived, Fresk oo^- 
sigpiments of buUton were dispatckad to Fort 
Giiso!rge> and coined into Pagodas in ike Fori 
mint; and wliilst part of Ike money was sent to 
Java and Sumatra for ike purchase of pepper and 
spices, a large proportion was sent to Bengal for 
tke purchase of silks and muslins to set off the 
exuberant charms of the gay young ladies of the 
Court of merry king Charles. 

The appoiutmejit of Sir Edward Winter mm^s 
a new period in the history Madras. Hitherto 
the Favors hml l>een plain business men, trying 
to keep on good tenns with every one, and especi¬ 
ally with the Native Powers. Their principal 
vice appears to have been a strong tendency 
to trade on their own account, rather than on 
account erf the Company. This itching for private 
trade Sir Edward Winter w'as espeaally called 
upon to put down by idl the means in hk power. 
The Factories in Bengal and on tlie Coast of 
Coromandel^ were all placed imder his immediate 
superintendence, and urcre ordered to transmit to 
him reguliyf accounts of their proceeflings. He 
was empowered to dismiss from the sernce any of 


* A Foctoiy^ had >>een e«<tah]ished at Balasore in Oris* 
sa, by the same Mr. Day who had fotnuled th® Faetory 
at Fort St. Geoige. This was in 1^42, but another Fac¬ 
tory had been previously founded at. Fip^ as early as 
16;iS. The Factories at ^^lasulipatam aua^Armaghaum 
have already been noticed. 
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the Company’s servants who sho^hl be ’ Ibnald to 
haFe eitgngod in pnvate trade, and to aebd them 
back to £ii|^iand. Moreover, a warrant under the 
Vrivy Seal was obtained from Mug Cha^, 
authorising the new President to seiae and send 
to England, all other persons not in the Companjf’s 
service, who bid engaged in the private trade of 
the country, or iu navigating the Vessels of the 
country powers. 

Sir Edward Winter held the government from 
1661 to 2665 by right, and from 1663 to 1668 
by usurpation. His name is barely mentioned by 
the historians of India ; and the opinion which 
the Directors had been hrst led to adopt, in conse¬ 
quence of the rei>resentations made to them by the 
other members of council at Port Bt. George, is 
also adopted without ffuestion by Mill and others, 
namely, that he was jecaile^l iu consequence of his 
being implicated in private trade. We must confess 
that we have arrived at a ver/ difterent opinion. 
To us Sir Edward Winter appears to have been 
a brave and lf>yal subject of hia Majesty ; who ha<i 
excited the enmity of his subordinates by Ids vigor¬ 
ous correction of abuses, and aroused then* fears 
by his manly efforts to teach the Natives that 
Englishmen were their et^uals and not their slaves ; 
but who 'at last fell a victim to u hot beaded zeal 
which we may sincerely deplore, but which we must 
not too hastily condemn. 

The wbyle story of Sir Edward’s admiidstotiou 
is so illustrative of the times, as well as intrinsi¬ 
cally interesting, that we must tell it at full length. 
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On liis £rst amvni nt Port St. George^ he fonnd 
that the oonntzy trade waa atiU much d^ressed hjr 
the conatant wars in the Carnatic, Oh one oooa^ 
sion the Foit itself seeftis to have been besei^, 
though unsuccessfiiliy, by Keknam Khan« nabob 
of Golconda, or rathw Commaiider-ia-Chief of the 
army of Abou Haasan, king of Golconda or Hy¬ 
derabad. Accordingly the new President direct^ 
his attention to improving the sea trade with Ben¬ 
gal, and Bantam; and at the same time proposed 
to retaliate on Native vessels at sea for the depre^ 
dations committed by the Native powers on land. 
It was plain indeed that without some such strong 
measures the trade never could be expected to re¬ 
vive ; and it was by such measures alone that the 
Dutch had been able to keep the Native powers in 
awe as regarded themselves. Mere remonstmnces 
were utterly riseless. Sir Edward Winter hm! 
himself represented to a Natk, that goods passing 
froin the up-coimtry towns to Madras were plmi- 
dered by ms followers; and that duties were kvieii 
by mere arbitrary will, without any regular scale. 
I’he Naik signiticantly replied that “ when the 
English horns and teeth grew, then he wwild free 
them from the duties.** 

But the little tra(hng body in Fort St. Gtsorge 
refused to support the spirited pohcy of their 
President. Such open hostilities might indeed 
have protected the public trade of the Com- 
l>auy, but would have sadly intet/ered with 
the nice little private speculations, without which 
the Coast of Coromandel was no more profitable 
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tl*an, Tow#w Stue^t dr tlie Cheap* 
ibty thwatrled him in eveiy way 5 mitil tawi ii 
sent heme Bis resigiiation; m estp&Mion ihai 
his ptiblie sarvieeB would have bc5m bo highly 
valued by the Bimtos, that th^ wouM have to* 
quested him to oontiiiue in the ^ovenHueut, and 
at Uie same time would have iucreased hiS pon’ers: 
But meanwhile the other members of eouned 
had contrived to set the Conti of Bitectots 
agmust him* They secretly charged him with pri¬ 
vate trade, and with exdting the hostility of the 
^Native Chiefs, The ktter oomid^t talUed with 
the redcunmendations^which Sir Bdward Winter 
had already sent home, respecting the necessity of 
assuming a bold front at eea* Accordingly, the 
resignation of the ClovernoT was accepted^ and Mr 
George Foxcroft was appointed to ragn in his 
stead. 

We have now to record a very curious incident 
in the early annals of the l*rcsi|jlency; but befbxe 
doing so it will be necessary to glance at what 
seems to have been the ditfercnce between the 
character of the old President and the new. Sir 
Edward Winter appears to have been a loyal 
Cavalier, in those days when loyalty to Church and 
King W’^as ranked as the highest virtue under 
heaven. Nor are we inclined to depreciate the senti¬ 
ment. The single minded and generous fidel- 
ty of the gentlemen of England two centuries 
ago, were the salvation of the Church, and, but for 
the utter faithlessness of the reigning sovereign, 
might have been the salvation oi^tlieir king. But 
during the wearisome period which succeeded the 
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atrufi^gki, the liigli chivalric (lerolion of iho old 
Cavalier deg^rated into a bittcT hatred ami con- 
teaipt for the opposite party, and hlitl le<l to a 
leadinoss to draw the sword npmi hearing the 
slightest depreciation of the Lord^a anointed. 
Mt. Foxcroft, on the other hand, was evident¬ 
ly a plain business citizen from Lcadenhad 
Street; and, like most of the commercial com¬ 
munity of that day, was probably a sober God 
fearing man, who may liave been a regular attend¬ 
ant at liis parish Church, but who would not shut 
his eyes to the vulgar debauoheries that, disgraced 
the Court of the Second Chjirles. It might easily 
have been foreseen that matters would not pass 
pleasantly between such a trader from the city* and 
such a (ravalicr from Whitehall ; even supposing 
that there had been no such subject for seci'et ex- 
asjierntiort as the supercession of the latter in the 
command. 

""Mr. Foxcroft qjrived at Fort St. George in June 
IGfjS. He presented his Conimlssiou, and wa** 
rett'ived by his prcdc<^;essor with resptiet ; and 
Sir Edward Winter Tvas allowo<l to act as se¬ 
cond in council, until he shoukl bike his 
departure for liiiigland. Three months passed 
away, when on one memorable day, Sir Ed¬ 
ward Winter, assisted by a few others, siuldenly 
made an attack on Mr. i^^oxoroft and liis son, and a 
Mr. Sambroke ; and ailer a deejK'rate conflict, in 
which one man w^as killed and several were wound¬ 
ed, Mr. Foxcrolt, liis son, and Mr. Samliroke 
were put into coplineuMmt, under an accusation of 
having uttercti seditious and irt^asouable ex pres- 



19«0^ie9D.] HISTOEY OF MADE AS. 37 

sioiis against His Oovernmeni, Sir 

}$dward Winter then assained the administratientt 
assisted by of the Merchants, and the liente'* 
nant of the troops in garrison ; and, in reportiRg 
tlie matter home to the Court of Directors, he ex- 
plained tlmt he could brii^g living proofs of the 
disloyalty of Mr. Eokcroft, on Uie affidavits of the 
Chaplain and one of the Factors. 

We have not the slightest doubt but that Mr. 
Fox(»’oft uttered somo imprudent txpressions, 
which Sir Edward Winter, carried away by his 
hot zeal, interpreted to signify sedition and treasou 
of the blackest dye. ^But at home suspicions wore 
excited that the accusations were not true. 
Edward Winter was not content with merely 
porting the matter to the Court of Directors, hut 
he actually addressed letters both to the king turn- 
self, and to the Archbishop of Canterbury; de¬ 
claring that loyalty tO his most gracious sovereign 
had been his only motive foi^ arresting and hn- 
prisoning liis successor in the IVesidency of Fort 
St. George. Moreover, lie dispatched the letters 
direct, without allowing them to pass through the 
liands of his honourable masters ; and without re¬ 
flecting that sucli letters were calculated to awaken 
suspicions at Whitehall, that a spirit of disloyalty 
prevailed amongst the servants in the Company's 
Factories in Tiiclia. 

Meantime Mr. Foxcroft applied for assistance 
to the Agent at the subordinate Factory at Masu* 
bpaiain, aiul through him to the President at 
Surat. Both expressed thems< 5 lves siiiisfied that 
he had been excluded from the Presidency of 
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Fort St. Geor|c« on % frivolous pretext; and botk 
rcunonstrated with the persons who had assisted Sir 
Edward Winter, and assured them tbat the matter 
could only end in the Fort falling mto the hands 
of the Mussulmans, the Butch, or the Poiiuguete. 

It was only natural that under these cimim- 
stances, tlie fears, as well as {he suspicions of the 
Directoi's should be powerfully excited. The King 
was persuaded to interpose his authority; but still 
a considerable time necessarily elapsed before any¬ 
thing conld be done. The yeiu* 1C66 passed away, 
and Sir Edward Winter still maintained his 
autliority, and kept Mr. Foxcroft in confine¬ 
ment. It was reported that he iuteiiclcd to deliver 
pp the Fort to the iJutch (lovemor of Ceylon, 
and that the latter had prcparefl a vessel for him 
to make his escape. But such a repori wholly 
untrue ; or certainly so far untrue tiuat no thought 
of such disloyalty seems ever to have crossed the 
mmd of Sir Edward Winter. Another year pnssc<l 
away. In ir>07 the treaty of Breda was coneludcd 
with the Butch, on the jmncipleof tlie “ Iti I'os- 
sidetis,” which was to take])lace on the lOtii May 
1 C6B. Warlike preparations Avere now madeathmof 
for the recovery of the Fort of Saint tieoixe. live 
ships were consigned to tlic Fori, wpiipjK'dhn* war 
as well as for tj'adc. The Directors sc,cm to have 
mads up their minds that iJic place iiad been de¬ 
livered up to the Butch, aiid sent gcueral orders 
accordingly. If "MKlras had been given up l>eforc 
the lOlhMay. tiien Agent at Masulipatam was 
to apply to the naiiob of (lolconda to order the 
place to be ivstored to the Engli'vh ; if it had 



l«40--1070/i 


iriSTOaiY OF MADRAS- 


39 


• 

been delivered up after the 10th May, then a pro¬ 
test was to be entered that the Dtti^ had I'etused 
to give it Up* in accordance with the ^treaty of 
Breda, If however Sir Edward Winter still coa- 
tinued in possession of the Fort, one or more of 
the Company’s sliips was to stand off in the Eoads, 
^nd blockade Madras so as to prevent the entrance 
or depnrture of any vessels whatever. If the 
blockade failed, then the Agent at Mosulipatam, 
and the Commanders of the Company’s shijps 
were to hold a consultation, and c»tfer Uve thon^ 
sand pagodas to the nabob of Golconda for the 
ocssiou of it. Thoji^ to the Ompany. Sup- 
l)osijig LThome were thus obtained* they 
were to land ordruuico and military stores* and 
fortify tltemselves in it until further instnictioits 
should arrive fr< m England. If however all these 
plans proved ineifecitirJ. and St. Thome could not 
be obtained, then E'ort St. Gcoree was to be 
abandoned altogether ; and the Agent at Masnli- 
paiam, in consultation with the Commanders of the 
abb , was to eiuleavour to fonn anew establish- 
iu(. - oil some other part of the Coromandel Coast* 
at which goods suited to the Bantam and Europe 
mavkvts could be obtained, 

*11 iicblilion to these general orders, a commis¬ 
sion frean the king was dirccUnl to the (/aptains of 
the ships, onipowcring them to form the soldiers 
and scamon into five Companies, and to train tliem 
in the use of ordnance and small arms, in order 
that on arriving at tlieCoast tJuy might make an at- ’ 
tack upon tlic Fort by and land Secret instruc- 
tions were also sent to promise an cstabliahmont 
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for those soldiers and seamen who should be active 
in recoveriug the place, and a provision fbrt|^c 
wives and families of those who might sulf^ ju 
the action, Pardon md reward was also to be 
promised to any of the adherents of Sir Edward 
\V inter, who would return to their duty and assist 
in the recovery of Fort St. George. 

Meantime Sir Edward Winter continued in pos¬ 
session of the Fort, fully convinced that by so do¬ 
ing lie was manifesting his loyalty towards the 
king. The Agent at Masuiipatam. sent him cer¬ 
tain propositions founded on the King’s commis¬ 
sion, but he treated the comjnission as a forgery 
intended to seduce liim from his duty. At last on 
the 21st May 1668 two of the Company’s ships 
arrived in the Madras Roads, Mr. Proby and 
Mr. Locke, members of council, went on board, 
but were at once detained as prisoners. Mr. Pro¬ 
by was tlirected to write a letter informing Sir 
Edward Winter thqjt he had seen the king’s Com¬ 
mission and tlie Company’s orders to the Com¬ 
missioners ; and that the Commissioners would 
come on shore and take possession of the Fort in 
His Majesty’s name. Sir Edward Winter in reply, 
demanded that Mr. Proby sliould be first set at 
liberty, and that personal safety and protection of 
property should be guarantefjd. The Commis¬ 
sioners w^cre only too glad to accede to these 
terms ; and on the 22nd August they took posses¬ 
sion of the Fort, and released, Mr. Foxcroft from 
his three years imprisonment, and rein^stated him 
ill the Presideney. 

Such was the end for the time of this t xtraordi- 
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nary proceeding, and thc^xpensive armament whick 
it entailetl. Imprudent language on the part of Mr. 
Foxcroft, an^ lntem| crate zeal on the part of Sir 
Edward Winter, had thus led to a train of circum* 
stances which are not the least interesting in the old 
annals of Madras. Subsequently the oj)inion of 
the Court of directors as regarded the two men 
underwent a material change. Sir William I^ang- 
liorhe and six other Gohimissioners were appointed 
to investigate the whole of the transaction ; and 
Mr, h]|pxcroft ivas to be allow^ed to continue as 
Agent for only one ye^r, and then was to be suc¬ 
ceeded by Sir William Laiighorne. Mr. SCoxcroft 
the younger was sent» home ; Sir Edward Winter 
was allowed to remain at Madras to dispose of his 
proj>crty ami recov('i* !iis debts ; and the Court 
expressly ordered that ho should be treated with 
every respect and allowed a passage to England. 
The inquiry ended ^iu the recijll of both Winter 
and Foxcroffc, and the return of ooth to England 
about the year IG70. » 
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CHAPTEE III. 

MADRAS IN THE HETON OF MERRY KINO 
CHARLES—A PICTERE. 

Briglitly before the imagination rises up the 
Fort of St. George and tlie straggiing town of 
Madraspatanam, under tlie pi’usideucy of the 
Honorable Sir William Langhorne, Baronet, in the 
middle of the reign of merry king Charles. The 
same surf is rolling lieaA'ily upon the beaT*h, and 
almost^he sjraie naked boatmen arc labouring at 
the oar, amidst the deafening cling-dang of some 
old Taraid refrain; but only two, or peihnpa 
three old fashioned ships, are lying in the roads, 
with old fashioned cannon ])eeping from their 
tlecks, and a still stranger old fashioned crow drop* 
ping the anchor or taking in the sails. We wil 
suppose them to*be new anavals from Englandj 
anti that all is buVle and excitement. The sun is 
just rising over the bay of Bengal, and dashing 
its early rays over the dark blue billows. Two or 
three sedate member’s of. council have just taken 
their morning draught, according to the fashion of 
the time, and ai’e being pushed oif from the bench. 
They are arrayed in tluar best Sunday nltlie of gay 
doublets and enormous hose, and arc eniieavourmg 
to assume courtly airs, which sit but uiigaiulv on 
those rough arrd unpolished traders. Be.'^ide them 
j is seated the Captain of tiie little garrison, in 
his best uniform, somewhat tite wors^ for wTar, 
and stiiuxed may be with spots that might have 
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bcea blood, but are far likely to Imvo been 
the droppings from a flask of red wine, lie too 
is brushed .^nd buckled as if for parade, and 
carries as swaggeiing au air as a man may do 
who is being tossed and rolled about by a stiff 
Coromandel surf. AU seems to betoken the arriTnl 
of some extraordinary person or personages, who 
must be welcomed with unusual pomp to the 
factory in Fort St, George, 

Such indeed we may assume to be the case bn 
that early morning. Not only had more gold and 
silver ingots, wooUen clotiis, looking glassee, 
cutlery, and variSus other sorts of home maflnfac- 
lures amved for the Factory ; not only had some 
reckless recruits and unwieldy Are arms arrived 
for the Fori ; not only had the second part of the 
works of the learned Dr. Hammond, and iht 
fourth vobiine of Mr. FcKi's famous Synopsis, been 
sent by tiie honorable^ Directors for tlic use of the 
(iiapUun and of all read('i‘s of the ponder<jus 
liicological literature of that j>er;®d ;—but due ad¬ 
vices had been received that cfu'tain ladies had been 
allowed to go out from lilngland to Fort St- 
(rtiorge ; and such an incident in those days waa 
well calcidatecl to excite the liveliest emotions in 
the breasts of evciy uutnarried European in the 
Factory, from the Apprentices who heljKsd to sort 
the goods, up to the ^nior Merchants who sat in 
the Council and determined what to buy and what 
to sell. 

The relations of the colonists as regards th« 
fair sex, wore certaiidy peculiar in those odd old 
times. Shut out from the world of Europeana, 
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and of course shut out from the coinpanionsliip of 
their own fair countrywomen, excepting, perliaps 
that of one or two hardy sun-bn*nt matrons, 
who had bravely followed their husbands to 
the Indies; we cannot feel sm*prised that our pr»- 
decessors in this burning settlement, should haT« 
Veen often seduced, like the Israelites of old, 
who yielded their hearts to the women of Moab 
and Midian. As for the dpsky beauties of the 
couutiy, they seem to have Veen ever ’willing to 
smile on those wdio courted their charms. In 
some cases such connections ^vere looked up* 
on as real marriages. ’When Captain Hawkins 
carried a letter from James f. to the Great Mog\il 
in 1G09, Jehangir, who at that time reigned at 
Delhi, was anxious to engage his services and keep 
him in the country, and accordingly oilered him a 
pension and a wife. Hawkins yielded to both 
temptations. Though an English ambassador h« 
did not scruple to accept a salaiy; and as the 
imperial harem contained a large assortment 
of ladies, die was provided with a maiden 
bride, who not only took his fancy, but wlio 
succeeded in gaining his affections.* fc>ubsa* 
quently he retired from court and fairly carried 
away his wife to £m*opc, though not without t 
desperate conflict with her brothers.'’ Stories iliue- 
trative of less moral connections crowd the pageif 
of the old travellers, who frequently tell us how, 
at the courts of native princes, and even at the 
houses of European Factors, dancers of surpassing 
loveliness were pressed u])on their a'llention and 

* SlU; lA to bvve bccu au Aruioauvu Clmbtiiuj. 
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invariably refused ! Such stories may be paiily 
true and partly false; but if we may only believe 
the tales wiicli such travellers tell of each other 
rather than of themselves, we can only come to the 
conclusion tliat there were more Don Juans than 
Josephs in those free and easy times. 

The early Enj^lisli settlements wei-e peculiarly 
situated in this respect. The Dutch Company en¬ 
couraged the matriinonud desires of their servants, 
and invested husbands and fathers with peculiar 
privileges ; and to this day the effigies of many a 
rare old Dutch vrow may still be seen in tlic 
strange antkpTated burjdng groutid at Pulicat. 
The Portuguese were even more fortunate, for their 
king had been long in the habit of standing out 
small cargoes of orphan girls, well bom and in¬ 
differently well portioned, to become wives to bis 
subjects of India ; and a good stoiy is told how a 
Portngue?se ship, ^vith three of these maidens on 
board, was captured by the Dujch and auTiedcin 
triumph to h?uvat, where the young ladies were 
promptly married to three of the most eminent 
Dutch mereijants in the settlement, to the ever¬ 
lasting despair and tlesolation of the amorous 
Portuguese. Por ^long time, however, scarcely a 
aingle English lady was to be found at the English 
Factories ; the thing was altogelhcr discouraged 
by the DireetdfS, and the result may be easily in- 
ferrad:— 

** The heart, like a tendril, acenrtomed to cJhig, 

Let it in'ow whei'e it will, cannot liouri&h alone. 

But will Itfau to the nearest, and loveliest thing, 

It can twine with itself, and make closely its own/’ 
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Within the Port aU was outirardly fitir enongli, 
aud the morals of the Apprentices and Writer® were 
tolerably ndl seen after, for Sir Williai^j Langhome 
'was somewhat of a martinet in that direction. But 
still if walls Imd ears and tongues they might tell 
strange tales; and there were very many goings on 
in Black town which we care not to record. In 
the Qutstations, such as Masulipatam and Anna- 
ghaum, there would seem to have been no restraint 
whatever. Sometimes, as we have already indicated, 
•onncctions were formed which were as sacred in 
the eyes of the paiiies themselves as the marriage 
tie could have made them. Sojnetiines, and there 
is no denying it, the househeid of a Factor bore a 
stronger re&embkince to the harem of some Mus¬ 
sulman voluptuary than to the household of a 
Christian trader. 

As for the soldiers of the garrison, they lived 
much as soldiers might be expected to do. Many 
of Jhein actually mmied the women of the coun¬ 
try ; not indeed Ifhe poor heathen girls, but the 
Is'ative Portuguese women, wlio were Homan Ca¬ 
tholics. Accordingly .such mamages Avere celebrated 
by the Portuguese padres ; and in proces.? of time, 
marriages, baptisms and buxyings were conducted 
by the same priestliood, and*tlie children were 
•dueated in the Homan Catholic religion. Those 
who are familiar with the history i>f tbe seven- 
teenth century, are well aware of the suspi- 
Mous enmity which was then felt by every Pro¬ 
testant communion towards the Eoriian Catholic 
body. The discovery of the gunpowder plot in the 
reign of James, th6 temble ** Thirty Years War/* 
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Ibe knowledge that the raotlier of Charles II 
was a KfCatholic, and that the next heir to 
ilie throne »was himself a Komati Catholic, had 
oulmiuated about this time in the pret^ided dls- 
to very of a Popisli plot, and the English nation 
was literally driven mad with the vile perjuries of 
Oates and lledloc. It is not tlierefore suq)ri»ing 
that the wrath of good Master Patrick Warner, 
the chaplain at Fort St. Greorge, should have been 
poTverfuUy kindled, I hi wrote a long letter home 
to the Biwx'tors, comjjlaining of the backslidings 
of the soldiers, tlic drinking and dicing of Writers 
and Factors, and the sinful tofcration of Sir Wil¬ 
liam Langhoriie, wlio*liad actually fire<l a salute in . 
honour of the foundation of a UoTuan Catholic 
Church within the walls of White town. W^e re* 
print tlie letter at full length, at the end of the 
present article, AVe have convjetcd the spelling, 
but have left the rewu-end g^'nlleman’s laiiguage 
untouched. There may bv- a wojd or two wlikjh 
modem deconim would prompt us to cut out, but 
not one which may not bo found in the authorised 
version of the Fiblc ; and therefore w’e do not sec 
any nreessity for adapting the plain speaking of a 
divine of the seventeenth century, to the tastes of 
our more jmlitc times. 

Tlic honest incrchanis in Leadenhall Street 
scorn to have been ])ovverftilly affected by the let¬ 
ter from their Gotl-fcaring Chaplain; and they 
adopted exti'ijonlinary naans for j)reserving the 
orthodoxy of Fort St. George. They sent out 
strict orders* that if any man was married by a 
Koinan Catholic priest, or allowed his children to 
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be bijj’tifecul by a Koinaii Catholic priest, or diil not 
liavo his chiiUreii educated in the Protestant re- 
li^douj' he was to be sent home wilhoiit delay. 
.Nloreovor they sent out both to Bombay and Port 
St. (jcorge, a few Protestant women for the sokliers 
to marry, and even permitted cert ain ladies to come 
out under restrict ions, but on something very like 
iiiatriiiiouial sj)ecidation. 

Thus it was that three or four Publish ladies 
first arrived in Madras; plain honest woiiiou 
enough, and no doubt tolerably cdueated for those 
times, when the ITotcstaiit ^Nfanual and the House¬ 


keeper’s reeei]>t book were the principal subjects 
of study. .Seven or eight Ynontlis had probably 
passed away since they had been wished “ God 
.spfuub’ by the worthy gentlemen of the (h)urt of 
Idivetors, and had fairly set sail down the silver 
'jdiam(‘s, for the hot country of ludi;ins and 
i(lohd(U‘3. Poor souls ! they must have had strange 
thoughts as they gazed out from tlie. ancliorage, 
and pondered upon the curious wundd they were 
soon to enter. But stranger still tliev must have 
felt, when the two members of Ch)uneil, and the 


('apiain of the garrison, climbed up tlm shies of the 
ship and wclcomcil them to Madrasj)ataiiam. But 
upon this part of the ]hcturc we need not dwell, 
but will sim|)ly imagine tliem to have been caiTic'd 
over the surf vvitli many displays of gallantry, and 
tinalh himled in safety upon tlic beacli in front of 
Port St. George. 


A strange old fort it wa.^ even to the English 
gculknvomcii of that time ; but it \votAd seem more 
strange Lous ; whilst our extensive buildings would 
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Imve seemed stranger still to tliat simple mfuded 
generation, llicre was the Warehouse piled high 
with goods &f ail descriptions ; some which secim- 
ed fresh from Aldersgate Street or the Cheap ; 
others,—silks, musliua, coloured calicoes, and other 
choice articles,—which had been brought from 
nriysteiions towns far inland. Then there was the 
little C^pel, where every man in the Agency, from' 
the youngest Apprentice up to the Honorable 
Oovernor himself, w'as compelled to attend the 
tkily reading of Morning and Evening Prayers, 
besides two sermons on Sundays, luid soim^thing 
cxira on Wednesdny|. There was the Kefer- 
lion (loom, where all the rnemb'ers of the Agency 
took tlicir dinners and siipper at times which very 
nearly corresponded to our fcifhns nud dinners : and 
where on c^ertain afternoons in tlio week the 
younger; men were taught eoitie one or oilier of the 
languages of the country, being stimulated there- 
unto by the jironJisc of largo wards for profi- 
<*i<*ncy,—twenty pounds biuug given for the kuow'- 
lcdg(! of an Iniiiaii hniguage, and ten pounds for a 
knowledge of Persian. There was tiu; *ScIk>oI 
room where all the cliildrou of the* soldiers, and 
others were taught to r(^ad ami cypher, ami a]>ove 
all were imbued with ilie principles of tlie Protest¬ 
ant religion ; mid be it told to the crcilit of the 
mercliauts of London in the godless reign of king 
(-liarles, that they constantly sent over supplies of 
Pihics and Catechisms for the us<> of this school, 
and directed that “ when any sluill be able to re- 
ja;at the (hiicchisms by heart, you luay give to 
each of them two rupees for their euco\iragementP’ 
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Other rooms thei^ wMt^, wlonifttl witfi the heavy 
fashioned furuititrc of the but stui 

looking miglity bare and plain aiul TOUgh, Last 
of all we must mention the Council Chamber, 
where all the memlx^ra of council were sitromcmect 
to attend on every Monday and Thursday morning, 
at ciglit oVlock,* either by the Secretaiy himaelr, 

* or bv one of the AVriters ami bnclors under hiui. 
It Avas also the Secretary’s duty to enter all their 
CmisuUations in the book appointed for that pur¬ 
pose, together with all other occurrences and olv- 
seirvations after the manner of a I^aiy ; and to 
take care lliat u duplicate e«])y was fairly written 
mit hy the h'acLors and Writers appointctl to that 
duiy/so that one i^opy might be retained by the 
SceVetary, and tlie other bo s<mt home to the i>i- 
ivetors/ And from that day to the pivsent, from 
the. Governorship of the Honorable bir AA ilbani 
I„'iIIijlu^nie in io (lovtTixivship ol tlu 

jfonornlilc Williiftu MiM-ehmt in JSiiO, ail ilicsn 
“(!ons«ltat,ions” have iic'en pwsmed in thmisaiuls 
(,!' voUunes ; and if is finm tlipse ori>rinni 
lliat we arc now writing the history of the Aladras 

iVnulvncy.* _ 

'« Tlic cilitnr tekt-H this npiwrtunity nf ackiniw- 
Icih-iim the- lUxirality of tho Miulias (Jovonimyiit m 
crantiu!/ him acccHs to tlu>s« volnmox of the oartiej- l.o- 
ooriis, which may »«> o*i)ecte«lto tbnnv light .m the lui- 
eient. history of this Presidency. The lahonr of evamin- 
ino the old Records is very lire that oha gold <h®;er m 
' Australia, fkimctimns day. «f wewy reading will 
li.asH a,way, without ohtaimng a single* fact availahlo 
for the niirposes of history. SoHi< lipies however hmv 
or live lines of craWied writing wUl prove aa vain- 
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Our readers however may possibly be i^etting 
iafixicms for the weWaix^ of the ladies to whom we 
iiitroducecl •them at the commencement of this 
article. But alas, having brought them pro- 
miuoiUy forward on their first appearntme in, 
Mmlras, we have but little further to say res^iecting 
them i though that little may as well be said at 
ouee. Tliere is nothing furtlver al* 04 it tlujm in tlte 
Bo<mrds, Siwing that some years affccrivards, Iavo of 
them still renMuned unmarried, and living 
in the Fort on a small allowance gram^ by the 
Company. Thus We can ^only infer that the 
connubial spec-ulatiop had failed, as u’e know that 
it failed at this very time in the new settlement fit 
Bombay. We shall no doubt have to reluni to 
this subject in a future eliapter. 

But tiioiigli we an) thus comy)elh;d, from w^ant of 
i\ Ix'tlcr fuxpiaititauee, to turn our bac*ks ujum the 
ladies, \vc have nmcif pleasure in iiitrodueing imr 
readcM's to (he oBkt mcmbrrvS ofilhc sociely of Fort 
iSt. (h‘orge. The J'higlish servants of the (Unupany, 
exelufiivc of Appreulhcs ami Soldiers, seem io 
have only been about twenty-four in number. 
First of all then) was the Honorable Auent and 


fdile as a imggot, ami enrich a whole cohimn, W'c 
hoi»e to leave all the (ln»4»s in happy i»bs<‘nrity, and 
prc'<«nt mtr ivaderK with nothing hnt t)io gold. For- 
innately our hdamrs during the lirst t<ni y<w^ have 
been much lightened by the j>revioH« lalRmrs oT a 
genthiTnan w'lu) wislio; to reiiiaiii unnamed, but who * 
has lidK>rioiuJly eollectod a nninbcr of extracts from 
ilic o^hst^ leeords, width havtj ]»rovct1 to Ihj of the 
highest possible Vfilue as bisU»ricsl mat«na]. 
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Governor, Sir William Lnngliorne, who was fu‘st 
member of council, but who only rcceiVml the 
modest salaiy of three hundred poAcfe a ytiar. 
Next c««ne ili® Boot keeper,” who kept all tlie 

estal&hmoiit accounts, siu^ as salaries and con¬ 
tingencies, as well as the general commercial ac¬ 
counts ; and who, in virtue of his financial powers, 
was second nieinlKjr of council, and received u 
salary of a hundred a year. After him came the 
Warehffl|6e-keeper,” whose duties arc tolerably 
well indicted by his name, and who occ«pie<l the 
third seat in council, with a salary of seventy a 
vear. The fourth member,of council ms called 
the ** Customer,” and a curious customer he was. 

I fc seems to have ]>eeu the chief buyer of native 
merchandize, and the receiver of the rents and 
customs for the Com]>Huy’s tomi of Madras; 
and above all he practised iii the ('houllry a^s a 
sort of jirstiee of ilie ])eace. For tlicse duties 
luMv^s ])aid the #»iagnific{‘nt sum of fifty pounds 
p(‘r aiHium. In all tlicre generally appears to liave 
been five or six members of council, eacli re<Tiviug 
a salary rarely exc(‘eding a hundred a year, 
though with occasional gmtuities as rewards for 
good sijrviee. One and all however, appear to 
have engaged more or less in some privates trade ; 
from wliieh far better profits 1o bo rcajicd 
fhaii from the gratitvide of the Directors. In 
\airi were tlx'se proceedings denouneod in the, 
rdrongost ferma by the i.oneat •geulleiucn of 
l.eadeuhaH Street ; private trade (;ontinuc<I to 
be carried on to a eonsidcrable cxlcut liutil a 
muck later period in the.history^ of the rrcsidciicy, 
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Commiaaioners of inquiry and sentences of dismisf* 
sal were of no avail. Occasionally a “ black 
sheep” was%ent liome on the charge j but we arc 
led to believe that, whatever might have been the 
ostensible accusation, otlver ciremnstances innst 
have excited the enmity of his bretliren beyond ft 
little private dabbling in the trade. 

The members ot' council wei’c denominated 

Merchants” and “ Senior Merchants,” a rank 
to whjfeh all the servants of the Company might 
aspire. Sometimes the young men came Out as 
“ Writers”; sometimes as “ Apprentices” only. 
Every Apprentice” seems to Have served the 
customary period of seven years before lie was 
promoted to a liiglier rank ; a rule v/hich was 
rigidly adhered to in all trades throughout Eurojve 
until a very recent ]:>eriod, and which seems to 
have had its origin in tlic mystic period during 
wliich Jacol) served ati enthusiastic apprtiuticresljip 
to liabfin, in order to gain tli<j hand of the f;3ir 
Ihichel. I'luring the first live years, the as- 
)>iriiig youtlis in the Company’s service seem to 
have been allowed five pounds a year for the pur- 
cliase of clothes. During the Iasi two vcnis of 

O 

that time, whilst panting for the teruiinaypu of 
apprenticeship, they were allowed Writer's salary 
of ten pounds a year. At the cud of that j)eriod 
they were raised to the rank of “ Writers,'* and 
after one year more, or eight years service in ail, 
fitcy beeamei *• Fjictors after which they rose in 
due time to the rank of “ Merchants” and mem¬ 
bers of Council. 

Besides these servants of the Company, there 
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^were oUiers whose duties may be easily iafemHl 
from their names. There was the “ Chaplain^’ 
who had a hundred a year, and who,must have 
luid a linrd time of it with daily prayers, and 
Sunday’s preaching and expounding. There wus 
the “ Schoolmaster/’ at a salary of fifty pounds n 
year, who had been sent out to tea<?h all the ohib 
divn of English parents to read, write, cypher, and 
hate the llomau Catholics. Any parents whahwer, 
—Tortuguese, Hindoo, or Mussulman,*—might 
likewise send their children to be similarly taught; 
but only on the condition that they should also 
be instructed in the principles of the Protestant 
ixiligion. 

Some of our readers will probably ask how 
many of these gentlemen ivcre umrriwl. In 
January Id?8-U it appears that out of the whole 
twenty-four gentlemen, only six w(M'c married, and 
only live had their wives wdth them; whilst ii\e 
ulmiarricd ladiesj^ were also dwelling in the Fort, 
two of whom were our lady friends still unwed- 
dod, and the remaining three were widows. Ih‘.- 
sides the civilians numtioned, there were sixteen 
other Europeans dwelling either in White Town or 
in B|jiek Towm, and who got a Uviug by keejung 
houses of entertaimneut or other similar iii(‘fius. 
Of those only six were married, luunely, two to 
Flnglish Avoinen, one to a Dutch woman, one to an 
English half-caste, and two to Portuguese lialf- 
mstes. f ^ 

The military portion of tl)e population was more’- 
numerous. The number of Kuropeah soUliers va* 
lied with the times, oi’ wdih the fears of the Diiee- 
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tdirfi at home. Sometimes, as we have seen, they 
were reduced to a very small number ; but during 
the reigu o^Charles JI trade was rapidly increas¬ 
ing, and tlM5 garrison of Fort St. George increased 
to two companies of eighty or a hundred men ejich. 
In addition to these were a number of native peons, 
armed with swords and bucklers, Imws and arrows, 
and other primitive weapons of the country. 

Our pcatlei'S will now find but little difficulty in 
realising the inside of Fort St. George, as it 
was some two centuries ago. They will hear the 
gun fired at early morning, and they will see the 
gradual stir of the ^inhabitants,—the measured 
tramp of the European soldier,—the little stately 
)>eoii with his sword and buckler,—the rush of 
noisy^aked coolies,™ the appearance of Appren¬ 
tices, Writers, Factors, and Merchants in half 
Hindoo costume,—tlic assembly for moniing 
prayers in the littlS chapel, with good Master 
Patrick WaraeT officiating in hi^ gown and bands, 
and indignant at the smallness of his congrega- 
liou,—the opening of the Factory and jabbering 
rerowd of Native traders,—the grand displays of 
Eumpean goods for sale, and the packing up of 
Native merchatwitze for export home,—the little 
sidiool room and long array of different shades of 
little boys and girls,- the orderly dinner shortly 
after noon, where all arc assembled at the gcncml 
table from the Appj’entices to the Honorable Go¬ 
vernor himseV,—the i*eturn to the labours of tlic 
(h^sk and warehouse, until the joyous hour of 
closing has arrived, and tl»e jaflcd hhiropcans re¬ 
cruit their exhausted spirits with the pleasures of 
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ptuicli, tobacco, and other ptirsuita which we need 
not and cannot name. If it is 8umJay, all would 
be changed ; for iu old times Englkh Sundays 
were rigidly observed as little festivals. Then the 
Europeans, civilians as well as soldiers, <lropped 
their half native attire, and were apparellei^l in 
the European fashion of the lime. Then for 
a brief hour or too the Chaplain would be a 
greater man than the Governor. Then he could 
(krioimce vice and popery to his healths content, 
and PKpnund the Scriptures by the light of a 
theological learning, which was almost general 
in those days vvljen the Church wa.s a living reality, 
but which is fast pas.sing away now. Then the 
Ctuircli could boast of literary giants, such as 
Walton, Lightfoot, Seldcn, Stillingihict, Bcv<?tidgc, 
Pearson, PuH, and a thousand time honoured 
names. She has few men to Imast about now. 

IhTchancc however our readers wmuhl like to 


sk^') out of the Ko^ t, and ecn a little of the countj'v 
around. l'h(3y must not go tar, for the (kmpany’a 
ili>iniuion only oxtcrids about a mile inland, and no 
man Is allowed to go more than three miles from 
the Fort without permission of tin) Governor. 
Jkssihly however they may merely wisli to go and 
peep into the gardens, where Writers and IkntdorA 
oeeasionallv assembled to drink down Ihc sun, and 


sing such jolly ballads as “ llo (^‘ivaULrs,” “ Hraii* 


dy nosed Noll,'’ Cherry Hipe,” or (Jhevy Chase” 


according to the humour of the times- Put even 


‘ ilnm we should advise thein not to go too far. 


What they are liboly to see will not dd them much 
good. They had better stay with us, and look 
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nut upon the country around from the ol 3 r 4 im^ 
parts of Fort St. George. 

We wish ufe could present an exact picture of 
that scene to modem eyes. Unfortunately no plan 
•appears to have been preserved of an earlier date 
than 1737, or more than sixty years after the 
period wg have been describinif. .I’ut still by 
comparing this plan with certain topo^mphical 
notices in the earliest im^rds, we think wc may 
convey a general idea ol* the Fort and the aeigU- 
l>oufhood. 

The district which the Company obtain¬ 
ed, first fmm the UajabMf Chandragheri, and afler- 
>vards from CSolconda, stretched five miles along 
tl)c sea, but only one inland. On the south it 
extended along the road to St. Thoxm^ some tittle 
distance beyond the Triplieane river, t hi tlie north 
it extended a siinihir disiattce along the road to 
'J'nvatore. Inland ,it was boundetl by the rivei' 
which still runs pzirallel with tlie Aica, and whicu. 
in former times used to run right tliroiigli the 
part now occupied by the coiitrc nf the present 
Fort, but was diverted from that cuur»o when 
tlic FoH was enlarged in the succeeding century. 
The old l^ort being tlios bounded by the river 
on the inland sifle, was only half the si^e of the 
modern Fort, but still it irududod the Euro¬ 
pean houses known for numy gcuerations after¬ 
wards as AVhite-tomi. 

# 

Fort St. George and AAdutc town were thus syn¬ 
onymous tc^rms. In Europe the ([uiuder wuis known 
as Fort St. George; but in India it was called 
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White tbwn, from its bemg occupied by Europeans, 
It extended about 400 yards in length from north 
to Boutli, and about 100 yards in bre||[ith from the 
sea tc» the old channel of the river already mention¬ 
ed. The .fortified Factory which had been construct- 
e(l in the first instance by Mr. Huy, was a very 
different thing from the Fort which existed in the 
time of the ITonornbie 8ir William Jjimghorne, 
Fort in the first instance must have somewhat 
resembled some of those old Forts which wer(’. 


knocked about during the (.-ivll War. The first 
thing th^d was rotpiircd w^as a population; aiwl 
accordinji^y Mr. J>ay, and the wlio immedi¬ 

ately preceded lihn, invitfid the Portuguese and 
Judo-Portuguese to settle in the ueighboui‘heK)d ; 
and even lent them money to build upon the open 
sand under the protection (if the Fort guns. 
»Subse({iicntl\ these foreigners liad become natural¬ 
ized Madrasecy. As tlui IbrUlications progressed, 
their houses -were walieil in, -and thus fonned a 
part of U liite tfnvij ; whilst they themselves did 
the duty <.)f trained ham Is in watcliing and warding 
upon the outworks in time (d* trouble. Of coursii 
under timsc circumstances tliey neither paid nor 
were expected tn pay any rent or acknowliidg- 
ment for tlie land they occupied, and tiicy ntver 
to(A' out any h:ar>es. JUit during the (lovcr- 


norsliip of Sir William Jianghonic, the White 


town was found to be too mueii crowded ; and, 


many of the married .servants of thy Company were 
obliged to take houses ii? Plack town, receiv¬ 
ing an allowance for tlm extra expanses of board 
and lodging which they thereby incurred. Of 
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this aftnngeincnt the Directors frequently csom*' 
plained, but still such were the existing difficulties 
in the way #£ expelling the Portuguese, that no 
nlteration could be made. But even with the ad¬ 
dition of the Portuguese, White town for nearly a 
century afterwards, never contained more than fifty 
houses, in addition to the Factory and other budd¬ 
ings of the Company, It was siurounded with a 
slender wall, defended with four bastions and as 
many batteries ; but these were slight and defective, 
and undefended by outworks. 

To the nortli of White town was ihe much 
larger quarter wHih was occupied by the Natives, 
and which for the sa& of distinction was called 
l>la(‘k town, [love llu^ houses and poptilation had 
rapidly increased in numbers; and tlu* streets 
bore a very diirerent ap])carance from the collection 
of bamboo liuls whicli rose up during the earlier 
days of the colony.* In the Choultry Plain to 
the soutliward of the Fort, ^the weavers and 
painters in the employment of tlie Factoiy, appear 
to have erected a little village it a* themseUtis ; 
whilst the fishermen at the mouth of the Triplieane 
river vvere living, marrying, and dying,—catching 
fish, making nets, and cehbratiiig their own pecu¬ 
liar festivals,—^just as they liafl done in the old 
days of tlie kings of Chola and I'andya, and in all 
probability just as they tvill still be doing some 
thousand years hence, when Lord MacauLny’s New 
^lealander comes poking about oui- trmibs, and 
>voudering w'hat manner of people wo have been. 
Tw'o or thve^ miles off were the little Native vil¬ 
lages of Nungmubaukum, Kgmorc, Persewaukum, 
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and Perainbore, which were loo far off to be ofleii 
visited by the Eui*opeans of tlmt dAy. 

Such then were the White towii fmd Bli^k 
town of Madrivspatanara in tlw reig:nof merry 
king Cliarles, when trade was ffourishing, and 
when the nation in general was increasing in 
wealth, and birt for the Gallic tendencies of the 
Stuarts might have taken a high place amongst 
the Euroj>ean powers, 'flie period was one in 
wdiich there was much loyalty, much religion, but 
much loose living and debaucherJ^ TliC times wtVQ 
rough, and the distance from Europe, and the 
ahseneo of such female societ||tas would luive 
polished manners, rendcn‘A the little settlement 
rather tumfultuous. Dniukcrmess, duelling, gam¬ 
ing, and li(?euti(msness were, as we have already 
inclicated, only too common, although the strich'st 
nih^s were laid down. Sir William Langhome had 
issued express orders,—and certainly his views 
were li]>eral,—that no one person was to he allowed 
to (liiiik above half a pint of arrack or brandy and 
one quart of wine at one time, under a penalty of one 
pagoda upon the housekeeper that supplied it; and 
twelve fauams ujxm every guest tlmt liad exceeded 
tlmt modest allowance. Erunkeimcss was to be 
punished by a fine and the stocks. All persons, 
addicted in any way to the social evil were to bt 
imprisoned at tlie disci etion of the Governor, and 
if not reelainu^d \vere to bi; sent back England. 
All persons telling a lie, cr aUseutitig thcniselvax 
from morning or evening prayers, were to bo fined 
lour fanams for each offence. Pershns being oui 
of the Fort after eight o’clock, would be punished; 
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aiul any one committing the heinous oifence of 
getting over tlie walls of the Fort upon any pr«- 
ienee whatever, was to be kept in irons until the 
arrival of khe ships, and then to be sent to England 
to necjeive further condign punishment' on hit 
arrivaL It was also ordained that nil persona 
swearing, cursing, banning, or blaspheming the 
sacred name of Ahniglity God should pay a line of 
four fatiams for each oU'ence ; that any two persons 
who should go otit into the fields to decide a 
quarrel between them by the swoi'd or tire 
arms should be imprisoned for two months on 
nothing but ric# and water; that any soldier 
giving another the Tiie should be made fast 
to a gun, and there receive ten small blow* 
’ivith a rattan, well laitl on by the man to 
whom he had given the lie j and that any Ofiioer 
who should in any way connive at the offence, or 
at any mitigation the punishment, aiiould for¬ 
feit a month's w'ages, Hut notwithstanding th«w 
and otficr similar rules, public decorum was fre¬ 
quently outraged, as the letter of tlie Chaplain 
recorded below abundantly proves. Brawiiugs \vcre 
not iinfrcqueiit, and were by no means confined to 
the Barracks, the Punch shops, or the Warehouse, 
but even were to be occasionally heard in the 
Council Chamber itself. One little circumstance 
which took place during the meeting of council 
on 6th June 1676, is singularly illustrative of 
tlm disturbaiiffcs wdiich occasionally arose. Natha¬ 
niel Keehle, buyer of jewels, uttered some pi-ovo-' 
cative worcl^ conccmiiig the wife of Mr. Herriis, 
a member of council., HeiTies was of course pr«- 
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sent, and a fight took place in the Council Cham- 
her. The combatants M^ero soon parted bjr tiie 
Governor and Council; but fCeeble Ijiid received a 
bloody nose from tlie clenched fist of 4<he indig¬ 
nant husband, and swore to l>e revenged upon 
him thougli he w'ere hanged for it. Hcrries then 
swore the peace against Kcelde, and the Governor 
ordered the latter to he confined to his ekamber 
until he had furnishccl security tliat Ife would 
keep the penc,e for tlie future. Tlie same day 
however Kecblc broke from his aiTCst, leajied down 
the Fort%alls, and sprained his leg; and was ae- 
oordingly ordered to be confined in the “ Lock 
house*' until the amval (h' tlie ships, when he 
could be dispatched to England. 'J'hc next day 
liowever the whole matter was arranged. Natha¬ 
niel Xceble sent in his Imnible submission and 
l>rouiiscd amendment, and the Government merci¬ 
fully forgave him. Ju(‘idents such as these arc »nfh- 
eient to prove that however strict rules iniglit be 
laid down, yet the limes were as lawless in Eort 
St. Geoj;ge as they were in Covent Gardgi or 
the Strand, llmt they were not w^orse is ubuudanily 
]»roved by the churaelcv of the literature and eoti- 
dition of the people of England during the reign 
of the second Charles. 

Here tJicn we close our picture of the Eort atid 
Eactory of Si. George, about the middle of the 
reign of king (’harles. In a future issue we shall 
retm'u to tlie history, wluc]^ we irus^will be found 
of deeper interest, now t]»at vve have given to the 
umder a glimpse of the society in whi^h the events 
transpil’cd* 
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APIffiNDIX TO CHAPTER III. 

Ltticr of the Reverend Patrick Warner, (hmpamfs 
Chaplain at Fort St George, addtesBed to the 
CouH of Directors on the January, 1676, 
bringing to their notice the vicious lives of the 
SMiers and some qf the irWfm in ForU 

Xlight Worehipfxil*, 

It 18 luy trouble that T hare «o little aemmintaoee 
\V’ith your Worships, because of this 1 coula not take 
the con 6 denco of writing to you, nor had i anjihing 
worth the writing, having then remained’^ short a 
while in this ])lace; but how having l>een a servaut 
uhder you in the ministry of the Gospel some consi¬ 
derable time, I hai^e to my grief met with that which 
maketh me, contrary to my inclination, break of ijay 
siloiico, and give you the ti*oublo of these lines, 

I have the charity to believe that mdst of you 
have so much zeal for God, ami for the credit of 
roligioii, that your h^ds would l>c fountains of wa¬ 
ters, and eye* rivers of tears, did you really kijpw 
how much God is dLshonoured, His name blasphem- 
tjd, I’eligion reproached amongst tlie Gentiles, by 
the vicious livci of many of your seiwants^. Bid I 
not therefore complain of thorn, I should not bo ifaith'- 
ful either to God or you, or to their own souls. Aiftl 
if it be not a desire to approve myself in some measure 
faithful unto all those, God the soardier of hearts and 
ti:yer of reins will one day discover, if it Iw not, I 
say, such a desire that moves me to the present umler- 
taking. 

It may be for a lamentation to hear and see the 
hoiTid swearing and iirofanation of the name of God, 
the woful and *Wninable.drunkonnes« and imcleaiincss 
that BO much reign and rage among tlic soldiery ; and'* 
these not HCvfl-ctfy or covertly, but as it were in tlie 
sight of the .'sun, imd men refuse therein to bo 
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adhamed, neither can they bluah. Some, alter they 
have lived a long time in uncleanuoes, thoir whores 
persuade wem tf» matr^ them, and sevex^al such 
have been married^ who witliin a little tihib have found 
them treacherous and ailulterous, and there-* 
uTK>u hf^e either run away from them, or carried 
them along with them and sold thorn to the Intidels 
and Mooroft. Some unmarried ^lersons keep whores in 
their houses, and some marriexl whose wives are iu Kng- 
land do the same. Most of those Whores aro wpisri 
Christians ; and if those that marry tliem do not tall im 
to the fonnor inconveniences, they hardly escape lac¬ 
ing seduced by their wives and wives’ families into 
popery. There have not been wanting instances of 
this al Iso, Since I Gutcred into this i>lai'o, I have con¬ 
stantly re-fused to celebrate ’any such inai riagcs excqrt 
one that I W'as urged into, amTOiis not before she had 
solemnly and before several witnesses nMiounctMl ^ki- 
pe^, and promised to atWnd uikui ordinances with 
hut-sno Inwl not been many weeks married when 
at the instigation of some ])opisli priests lienj she 
jierfidiously fell from those jjvoiiuses. 


,, I wish yoiu* Worshipa may consider it be not rerpii- 
sitc to inhibit siicU mai iiagc-i, for the children turn 
oitlier inljdols or fiopisli. I do also earnestfy wish 
there may be more iiiS{>ectioii taken what [lersons you 
send over into J^iese places ; for there come hither 
Siano thousand murderers, some men stealor-s, some 
popi^i, -some come over under tlio notion of single p<if- 
sons and unmarried, who yet havtj their wives in Kng- 
iiaiul, and here have been married to others, witli 
whom they have lived in adultety ; and sonnooiithc 
other hand have come over a-s luarriod persons, of 
whom there ai’c atrango suspicions they were never 
married. These ami other aluises there are among 
tile soldiery. There are also some of Writcu-s wdib 
^ by their lives arc not a little scandalous to the 
Christian religi(>n, ho sinful in theiv drunkenness 
that siime of them iibay at cards and dice Un- wine 
that they may driuk, and afterwards tbrou ing the 
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which sliiiU pay all, and Bometim©# who shall 
drink all, hy whicn somo aroforcodto drink utitjl th^ 
bo worse th^i beasl^ Ol^ora pride thetnselros in 
makioff others drink till they be ins^sible, and th^ 
strip tn^ naked and in that posture ^orrosco 
relerens) cause them to be carried through theiitreetB 
to their dwelUng place. Some of them, with o|her 
persons whom nicy iarited, onco went abroad to a 
garden not far olf, and there continued a whole day 
and night drinking most excessively, and in‘so mush 
that one (d the number died within a very few dws 
after, and confessed he had contracted his sickness by 
t^t excess. A. person worthy of credit having occa¬ 
sion to go the next day into the s;amo gard^ could 
numlier by the heads bottles, and the Imt of his 
judgment they wercj alL4)otttes, for it is their frequent 
cushnn to break bottles as soon hs tliey have drank the 
wine, and this theybavo dono soinetin^sW'ithmihe 
walls of tho Forty and withal, sing and carousO at v«cy 
unseasonable hours. And this their drunkenness is 
not alone, but in some attended with its orili- 
nary concomitant unclcanuess, for some ^v© been 
found breaking offen in the night time doors 
where they suspected whon'a t<^ l)e, others Iwbre 
boon whole nights in the room with another Uiau^a 
wife alone. They can find time and leisure for these 
things, but cannot find any tune or, leisure for '^e 
worship of God, which is cxcjeedingly neglected by 
all, notwithstanding your orders to wie contrary* I 
have sometimes, having waited tong ettOUgh, been 
force<l at length to l^oi^n duty with only tlii:eo or four 
Tiersoiis present, and when w© have done tlicro 
hath not lieen above twelve or thirteen in all; but 
who amongst the writers are most gwiljy in this, your 
Worshi[Wi may know by the enclosed list of their ab¬ 
sence taken by mo indifferently, some appointed 
tberounto by the Oovornorsof others no aceount is ^ 
taken. , 

But because it is no loss a shi to condemn the just than 
to justify the wicked, I must boar witness tor most of tho 
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young mew, that tliey canbot, to the of my know- 

leilge, be accused of the former enoniutios. There are but 
a few of tliem that are guilty i%the macmor before de- 
ftcri!>ed ; whose names 1 would have inserted, that so 
1 might clear the others, bntthat they have been latoly 
sick, and some small hopes there are that they may 
am^)d; they have ^ven some ground to expect it. But 
if they sliall return with the dog to the vomit, I will, 
if it ideas© Ood to spare mo so loi>g» give yoin’ Worshijw 
a more full account thereof t>y word ^f mouth, upon 
my arrival with the next ships ; for as you have al¬ 
ready beem in formed, I intend to return with them, 
and r hope with your good leave so tt) do. Therefore 
what 1 have written may in charity be supposed, not t«> 
procoetl from ex[)Octatiou of any advantage to myself, 
imt from resj^t to the glory *^>1’ (lod, and their good 
and the enconra^eincnt of succeeding ministers. 

I .did write, what the last year’s sliips give an ac¬ 
count. in a letter to Captain Ih oockman, itjxiu the ciidl 
usage 1 met with from the Governor and others of tWn- 
ril, and indeed generally from all as to mine own per¬ 
son, wJiich J do not now retract, only I could wish they 
were more ssealous. When T have eoinplained of those 
ftfrmer abuses, 1 lYive I teen told by several that per¬ 
sons here are a gtxxl deal more civilised than for¬ 
merly they have been. If it be so, there is great 
cause to admire the jtatienee and long suffering 
of God, but wdthal cause to fear that if those things 
lie not reformed be wdll not always keep silence. 
The Governor I understand hath refused to listen 
to any that would prevent his firing of groat 
guns, and then voUies of small shot by all the 
soldiers in garrison, at the cousocr.ation of n ixipish 
church 'witliiri the w^alls; if lie be therein acquitted 
by you I have no more to say. btit pray tliat God 
himself would discountenance that ^lolatry and su- 
lieratitioii so much countenanced by others, and pre¬ 
vent the hurt that may redound to the jdace and tY> 
yonv interests thereby. 

One Mr, Mallory, formerly Surgeon’s* mate in the 
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Presiiteiit* and now iSurgeon^B mate in this place, and 
another, Bamc*s, who formerly Avcnt to sea as master 
of some BinaUi vessel, bat having wasted the money 
entrusted to him, lives now idly and owt of any 
employment. These two are constant companions 
with any of the yonng men in M^hatever debanoheries 
they were guilty of, and it-gives ground for sii«i>icion 
that they may be guilty of enticing them thereunto. 

Tlicre are wmne «>ther tilings that I would humbly 
have roinonstratcd to your worships, Init becaase f 
iotemi, if it shall so please Oml, to see you with 
the nextsliijis, at which time if it be acceid;ahle it 
may more conveniently be dtme. I do therefore at 
present forbear, only praying that God would con¬ 
tinue to pros]ier your undertaking* and enable you 
fivithfully to ilcsjgn hi.t glory themn, and lea<l yon 
to the reasonable moans that may conduce to his 
glory, in the eneoiu-agemeut of godhnesr, aiid i*es- 
traint of sin ui these places where your fiowcr 
reachcith. 1 am or desire to bo 

Itight worshipfuls, 

^ V onr faithful servant, 
Madura 8S, ) According to my station* 

Jan^, 1 G 76 . } l^\Tiuoit WAijNJStt. 
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CHAPTER IV. ^ 

« 

GOVERNORSHIP OF SIR WILLIAM LANGMORNE. 

1670—1677. 

Before proceeding with the domestic history of 
Madras, we will leave the little Fort and Factory 
of St. George for a brief intent'll, and fly twelve 
hiuidred miles to the northward to the great city 
of Delhi, In 1670, Anrimgzebe, the Great 
Mogul, reigned over llindwstan. Two centime* 
have since j)asaed away, but. still ive may take a 
glance at tlie imperial city, ns it was iii olden time. 
The inos(|ues, domes, and iniuaix.ts of Delhi, are 
gleaming in the morning sun. The wide straight 
streets are filled with jioni]) and grandeur. IVe see 
the airy houses, with eoui'ts and gardens, trees and 
/ountmnsi aiul w(Yiiuiv even ])eep into the intenor.s, 
and gaze on the hangings of rich ernbroidciy, the 
rorjxds of thi(‘k silk radiant with flowers ofevejy 
line, the ceilings brilliant with gilding and colour, 
the (piilteil cuslut)ns of brocade intcra|Hn*scd with 
gold and silver. Without, the streets are enlivened 
with magnificent pi'oee.ssions,—prancing Jiorses, 
stately elejdiaiits, noble riders, dasiiing soldieiy, and 
magnificent palampiins,—all glittering with varie¬ 
gated housings, and gwd off with s|>§!'kliiig 
jeivels, mid iutit endhig displays oV precious me¬ 
tal. A tlumsaiid instriunents of music sound ilis- 
<x)idaiitlv on the (^ar, wiiilst ever and anon the 
metallic strains are di'owned iu the booming of 
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heavy artillery. IVroliaiice it is the birth day of 
tlie Great Mcj^ul; aiul tlic crowd of Omrabs, whose 
li 01 lours, riches, and very lives dei>cii(l upon Uie 
hreaili of his favour, are crow'ding to the great lioD, 
to lay their , choicest gifts before the peaciOctk^s 
throne” of gold and gents, rercliancc i1 is sonuj 
great pageant, some combat of elq>haT,it3 or show 
of wiki animals, at whicli the Tiirtar Emperor, and 
all his lords, and till the endless beauties of the 
seraglio, are to sit in state and grace the scene. But 
soon the eye palls. The air is reeking with per** 
fumes. 

—“ The gorgeous fiJast with richest hand, 

Stowers on her kings harbwic jMsarls an<t gold 

Iiut all is barliarism still; and wc glatlly jxrr** 
mil the pageant to disajipear, like a di’cam that is 
droaiticd. 

We \vt)nder whether tlu'. court Af men’v kin" 
(lharJes was inrire civUiwiil than the (‘onii'inporajy 
court at Ikdhi; whcllier ih^^ gauging, the drinking, 
and the licentiousness at VVliitehall were more n*- 
fined than the ehphaiit fights, the pfigeauts, and 
the banquets of Aunmgxt lie; wiiether the Ncdl 
Gvvyus, the 1’aimers, tluj (iueroiiailos, or the 
Davis’s were more polished anti enlighteiieil than 
yon an*ay of tlusky hi^auties; or wdiether the Ito- 
chesters, the Buckinghams, or the Killogrcws w'cro 
mon^ liigli minded and chivalrous than the Omrahs 
of the Great ^ogiil. ihit all men know the liis- 
tory of the reign of king Charles ; let us glance • 
for n momciA at the character of tlu^ reig-n of 
Aurungzebo. 

At, the period of our stoiy the ]>ower of the 
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Great Mopruls had ri’aclicd its zenith. The in- 
tri'^ues, the }iypomsios,aml above all the remorsdess 
jiiurders by nliidi Aurimgztbe had obfained posses* 
sioii of the empire, n^ere whisjx'ved amongst the 
trenililing Omrahs of the coni't; ])ut still these 
iKjblos ostentatiously sounded the pniises of tlieir 
soveitngn in every quni’tev where it might reacli his 
ears. Unlike the feudal noliilily of Europe, tlieir 
]‘ank and ^my deiinided wholly npon the inifierial 
will. No son could inherit theii* titles or their 
tides; for the title uas but a mark of pei'sonal 
favour, cH'ated by a smile, and fading away bt^forti 
ii frown ; and nlien they dw^d, all tlu‘ riches they 
left beliind were elauned by tlie Em])cror as sole 
heir. Tims, whilst every man in Delhi,—from the 
highest Oiimih admitted to the presiMicc, tlown to 
tin* fruitscllcrs, the eoufeetioners, the porters, or 
e^en the sweepers of stmds,—were all iilike eon- 
sejous that the Great hlognl was der'ply (‘oneerned 
in the death of hfs brelliren, if not implieatctl in 
the death of his fatlnv ; yet all were (hx'laring 
him to be the greatest, the ni.sesl, and most pious 
emperor tliat ever adorned the jreacoek^s thTOUC,— 
khig of kings, and sovereign lortl of all the nations 
of the earth. Every cntliusiastie nioidlah applaud¬ 
ed his religious bigotry; and cnery’ astroloirer in 
the empire,—from those wlio sat on the cushions 
with princes, to those* w ho arranged their books and 
in.strumerrts oir rusty enrpets in the fTowded bazaars, 
—all declared that he would live hw mer, and that 
Ins power woirld be for everlasting, « 

In 1070 nothing could be moi-c impo.sing and 
rcs]>lcndent than the outward aspi'cls ol the inrpe- 
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rial mile. East and west the empire extended from 
Casiimere io Chittagong. In the sopth, the two 
great Mnsau^nan Kingdoms of tne Bekkan,— 
Bijaporc, and (lolconda,—were still in exis¬ 
tence ; but pivpamtioiis were already being made 
to overwlieliu them, and to extend the sway of 
the Mogul over Mussulman and Hindoo to the 
semtheru extnanity of CVniiorin. A littk cloud, as 
yet scarcely bigger Hum a man’s liand,w^as apjieariug 
on the western ghats in the .sha|ie of th(‘. Midiruttas ; 
and their daiing le»d(‘r Scvajcje had alrtauiy r^nuler- 
ed hiniSelf fonnidai)le in the TVkkan against the, 
(lecaving Mussulman pf)W(Ts—Bijapore and OoN 
conda. As for the white fjw’od traders at Sumit or on 
the llooghly, tlnw ivei*e only known in the court of 
the Great Mogul by the prestmts they gave and the- 
lirinauns they flesired ; and it is more than don bi¬ 
fid wh<*ther the niime^ of Eort St. George had at 
this time been ^er lieavd at Agra or at Delhi. , 
The liltle di^rit^t of ArcKlrusi)ii<mmni, eould not, 
had its existence been known, luive excited mucli 
interest at Delhi. Jt was separated from the 
dominions of the (ireat Mogid, by the, largo 
kingdom of Goleouda or Hyderabad ; a king¬ 
dom which had been recently compelled to pay 
trlbnlo to Sevajee, but wliich yet apparently ex- 
ti-nded over Hyderabaxl and the Ciarnaiie. For 
more than a et'iitury and a half, Golconda had been 
ruled by a dynastv of ^fussulman kimrs; known as 
the Kuttub Slmhs ; but the eominander in ehief ia 
tfie Carnatie Ji])j)ears to hav'c been a man bearing 
the title of Neikiumi Kban. To this eonimaiider- 
in-chief, the rrcsideney at Fort St. George gave 
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tlie title of Nabob ; and it was from him that they 
obtainc^fl the candle for th<^ district of Mfulraspatn- 
nain after the flight of the Kajah ofVhanrbagheri. 

In preceding chapters wc sketched tho history 
of Madras from tho foundation of Fort Si, George 
to the dispatch of Sir Edward Winkr and Mr. 
Fox croft to England about the year 1670. We 
also ilrcw up from the records a picture of Fort 
St. George, a$ it existed in that early time. In 
onr present issue w<i propose to resume the history 
from 1670 when Sir William Langhome became 
Governor; and to pursue it until the year 1677, 
when he was * recalled from the administration of 
affairs and Mr. Slreynsham Mtistcjr, was appointed 
in his room. 

Tlie historj^ of the Govcruorsluj) of Sir William 
Langhorae o])(ms another curious scries of events, 
which And little or no plaee in published history. 
As e«Trly as 1665, Ihe Directors a^luune had heard 
that a French East India Company was being fonu- 
ed, and that a French cxp<xlitiou would shortly be 
sent out to compete with the Dutch and English in 
ihe profits of the Coromandel trade ; find it was this 
circumstance which led to the enlarging and strength ; 
cning of the foilifications of Fori St. George, 
and to the great increase in the garrison. The in- 
ieliigence proved to be ]ieifeetly con*ect. ^ CoIl)ert, 
the greatest financial and commercial statesman- of 
the age, was Oornptrolhir General under horns 
XIV. His genius had been largely devoted to the 
extension of tlie foreign trarle of t^ie French na¬ 
tion ; and at- this period he was in the receipt of 
some very able eomniuiiicatioiis from Bernier,— 
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the celebrated French physician who was then re¬ 
siding in the Court of Anrungzebe,—respecting the 
gox^ernment #f India, its pecuniary resmirces, its 
military strength, and its immense expenditure. 
Accordingly he had procured from his royal master 
an arret for the establishment of a French East 
India Company, undtT the patronage of Louis, and 
under the management of twelve Directors of which 
he himself was the l^resident. Large subscriptions 
poured in, and an annament waa^prepared, but three 
or four j^cars appeared to have elapsed before the 
expedition appeared in the Bay of Bengal. 

Some of the causes of this delay may be gathered 
from the poUticjil history of the period. The foreign 
policy of the Stuarts geuer}iUy,had lowered Englaml 
t#fehe condition of a third or fourth rate power; 
but the foreign policy of Charles II was a de<^p 
disgrace to the whole nation. Wlulst Louis was 
rapidly becoming tlm arbiter of Europe and 
threatening to become master of Spain and the 
Netherlands, England had submitted to his 
insults, and madly engaged in a war with the 
Dutch. At last the old national apfrit of Engli^- 
mcn w^as aroused. Sir William Temple was sent 
to Holland, and concluded the celebrated Triple 
Alliance, by which the three Protestant jmwers,— 
Great Britain, Holland, and Sweden,^were united 
to resist the encroachments of FreUice. For a mo¬ 
ment Louis w’as checkmated. But the love of the 
Protestant religion found no echo in the breast of 
Cliarles. In heart he was a Koman Catholic ; in * 
heart he was ifnxious to fling off the constitutional 
restraint of a British Parliament. Louis plied 
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him with money, and Charles accepted the bribes. 
Lanis endeavoured! still further to bind him through 
his pleasures. An artful beauty wob sent over, 
named Louise. Querouaille ; and Charles eagerly 
caught at the bait, and not only made her his 
mistress, but created her Duttihess of Ports¬ 
mouth. These intrigues resulted in a secrest 
treaty in 1670, bv which Charles sacrificed the 
Dutch and entered into on alliance, thus selling 
himself and his crown to the designs of Louis. In 
1672, the deception came to light; and the people 
of England, who had hailed the Triple Alliance 
with enthusiasm, found that their treacherous so¬ 
vereign had allied himself to Homan Catholic 
France, and that the two powers liad combined to 
make war upon Protestant Holland. H 

The East India Birectors at home, and their 
ageiK'ies abroad, hated alikii the French and the 
Butch as commercial rivals ; but still they never 
1‘fA‘got that the Bptch were Protestants like thern- 
selve.s ; and tlieu* conmiercial hatred tow'ards the 


Fnaich was aggravated by Iho old national hatred, 
wlpeh was at this time further stimulated to the 
highest pitch by the antagonism of rtligicm. Both 
before and after this unnatural war against ITolland, 
if a member of the Dutch Agency at Pulieat visited 


Fort St. (ieorgo during a time of festivity, he w^as 


wannly enteriained at the Factory^; and a notice is 


slid presciwed in ttie records, that at one Christmas 


lime, the thu'd member of the coutiiril at Pulicat, 


hailing come that morning to Madraspataiiam, with 
his wife and other friends, they were 8.11 invited and 
entertained at the general feast, which the Presi- 
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tlency was accustomed to give at that joyous season 
to dl English men and English ladies of the town. 
In what lighhoiir French allies were regarded* we 
shall have occasion to teU hereafter. For the pre» 
sent we must go on with onr narrative. 

In 1671, the French armament of twelve ships 
under the coramand of Admiral De la Hayc, ap¬ 
peared off the coast of Makbar, and commeneed 
their trading by the old Dutch system of giving ex¬ 
travagant prices for Indian products, and selling 
&gopean goods at rates ruinously low. The next 
the same fleet aiypeared off Ceylon, and esta- 
onshetl tkanselvf^ at Triiicomalce, notwithstanding 
the opposition of the lAitch. From TrhicomaJe^i it 
sailed up the Coromandel Coast, an event winch is 
rtmiarkable as the first ap]>earance of the FroiK;h in 
the Bay of Bengal. In 1672, the French admiral 
unexpectetUy laiidexl three hundred men and some 
guns at St. Thome. ^ At that time Si. Thom^, like 
all the neighbourhooil, was in the occupation of the 
Mussulmans, inasmuch as it was indiided in the 
dominions of the Kuttnb Shahs of Golconda. The 
Mussulman forces in the district assemble I in con¬ 
siderable force, but their resistuiux; was of no avail. 
Tu%Iu1y the French took the place by storm, and 
all efforts made by the Golconda authorities to ex- 
))el them were equally vain. 

\Vc need not dwell upon the excitement which 
this event created at Fort St George. Sir William 
Langhorne wai in a po.sition njquiring the utmost 
pnnknee and foresight. The French were allies 
of King Charks, and as such he dared not attempt 
to expel them from St. Thoin^. At the same time 
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he felt tlmt their vicinity to Madr&spataiwmiL was 
danjrerous in the extreme. If the If'rench fdliance 
continued^—an dliancc at that time#so liateftd to 
the bulk of tlie British imti(m,-“ihc vicinity of the 
French to the English Factor)^, would embarrass the 
trade in every possible way. If on the other hand 
the alliance should be broken, and another war 
break out with Francje, then the c^onilict between 
Madiaspatanam aiid St. Thome would be a war 
to the knife, which could only be terminated by . the 
destruction of one settlement or the other. In 
dilemma Sir AVOlituu Langhorne seems to liave^k 
termined not to interfere. Englmid was at Wk: 
with the Dutch and in allJftnce wdth France. He 
would not assist the French because, irrt^pective 
of any national dislike, such a step would subject 
him to the fierce hostility of the Golcoiida autho¬ 
rities ; at the same time, he could not assist tlie 
Dutch In^cause Holland w^as regarded as an enemy, 
nor attack the French bccaus^i France was regarded 
as an ally. 

Meantime the Dutch fleet, luider Rickloff Van 
Goens, the Dutch Governor Geueral of India, was 
cruising along the coast of Coromandel. Van 
Goeiis laid scige to St. Thome, and (mdeavottred 
to wrest it iVoiri the Freucli, but this altcmpi failed, 
and throughout 1073 St Thome coniimied in the 
hands of the Gallic invaders ; a cin umsiance wliich 
is .said to ha^e had a damaging efllrt upon the in¬ 
fluence of the Dutch with the GolcQuda authorities. 
The Dutch were unfoilimately more successful 
against the English, who ought to*have been re¬ 
garded as their jWends. The Dutch fleet of four- 
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teen vessels encountered the English Company's 
homeward fleet of ten ships on its passage from 
Bengal A|?unning engagtimeni took place on the 
22nd August 1673, of which no details appear to 
liave been preserved, but in wliicb one sliip was 
sunk by the enemy and two fell into his hands. 
The remainder escaped to Madras, and after being 
repaired, were enabled to proceed on their way^ to 
Europe. 

The position of Sir WilHam Langhome all tins 
time was difficult in the extreme. The Prcnch 
at St. Thora^ were exasperated wiili him for not 
assisting them against tlie Dutch. They also tried 
to borrow money of him, which being civilly re¬ 
fused, rendered them more inveterate than ever. 
At the same time he found that the officeTs of the 
Mussulman army,—who, like the Dutch, were 
vainly endeavouring to reduce St. Thom<5,— 
were equally enraged at his declining to help them 
to driv{^ out the French; and it ^vas dctcrmined*in 
consultation to send presents of scarlet broadcloth, 
looking ghisaes, srmdals, and other similar articles, 
at a (‘ost of some three luindred and sixty Pagodas 
in order to appease the Commanders, Haviliiars, 
and Chief Brahmins in the Mussulman camp, and 
put an end to the lying complaints which were 
said to have been reported to His Excellency the 
Nabob, or, ns we should call him, the Commander- 
in-Chief of the arinv of (iolconda. It may here 
\)v remarked #hat the General of the Mussubnan 
forcci encamped against the French, was a certain ‘ 
Bobba SahilP; and that the above mentioned pre¬ 
sents failed to remove his hatred to the Engtisli 
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Agency at Fort St/ Oeorge. In after yea^JBobba 
Sahib had cause to regret this exhibition of hostil¬ 
ity, as will be seen by the following ^^xtract from 
tiic consultations of the Agency, dated 6tk May, 
1673 i*-** Ilobba Sahib, formerly general of the 
king of Golconda's toree against the French at St, 
Thoin<3, and in those days a bitter enemy to the 
S^gEsh, but now in disgi'acc and debt, has been 
some days here trying all ways to hollow money, 
and to have an interview w ith the Governor, whi(!h 
is refused him by reason of his fonn(?r unkindncssos 
when he wns in power, and ho in despair qnits the 
place for Pullinialec, iiitending to go to his own 
country. 

But to retura to our story. A year and a half 
passed away, nnd the French still remained In i)OS- 
session of 8t. Thome. Witliin that time they 
had established a camp at Triplicaiie, and fortifi(;d 
it far more strongly than the English >verc for¬ 
tified at Fort S|. George. Sir William Lang- 
Imme and his Coimcil were even rjoniemplatiug 
the advisability of abandoning Madraspatanam 
altogether; bnt aftciwards decided on more 
energetic measures. At a consultation held on 
the 2nd Febnuny 1674, it was recorded that 
the interests of the Honorable Company, as well 
»8 the lives of Ihe members of the Presidency, were 
staked upon the issue of the seige. That then* 
emeinies »at sea and land were w'ithin musket shot; 
that their walls were slight, and tittering; that 
they were pestered with tSe great native town dose 
to them; mrd that the Butch GoT6mar General 
was daily expected with a large fleet. Under these 
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circmtristances they resolved, afte mature consider¬ 
ation, to enlarge and strengthen their fortificatibns 
as much as pdijsible ; but their efforts in this direc¬ 
tion dp not to have much increased their 
strength, or to have rendered tiieni more independ¬ 
ent of the belligorent powers, Four Frenchmen 
from Java were staying in Fort St. G(X)rge; and 
in May, we find the Dutch and Mussulmans pfiJr^ 
emptorily requiring their removal. For a long time 
Sir William Laughome refused to comply, as the 
Frenchmen were allies ; but at last the Mitssulman 
anny fairly laid seige to Fort St.^George, and 
would hear of no furjher delay. .The French¬ 
men, on their j)art, refus<*(l to leave the place un¬ 
less they were permitted to go to St. Thome, 
and there the Dutch and Miissulmmis w'ould not 
aUow them to pi'ocee<l. At last, the President in 
Commit resolved to send them under passports and 
an escort to Bijaporc ^ and there they seem to have 
gone, loudly protesting however ^against the prd- 
eoeding, inasmuch as they wtjrc subjects of the king 
of France, a friend and ally of the crown of Eng*- 
laiid. 

For two years the French thus held possession 
of St. Thom^. At length, on the 26th August 
1774, they surreudcn*d to the Dutch, on the con¬ 
dition that the gannson .should be transported to 
Europe, The Dutt’h in their turn agreed to 
cede St. Thome to the Nabol) ; and the jthesident 
and Council «it Fort St. George hoj)ed that 
the place would be demolishtHi altogether, so 
that it might itever again be occupied by an Euro¬ 
pean power. Fortunately for the Agency, at that 
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moment the news arrived from Eiirope, that in Hie 
preceding January peace had been concluded be¬ 
tween England and Holland. But f&t that happy 
peace, the Ihitch would have followed up the cap¬ 
ture of St. Thom^, with the seige oi Bort St. 
George ; and there can be but little doubt b\it that 
the fall of the place would have followed, for the 
fortifications were still but weak, and there were 
only two hundred and fifty men in garrison. 

Such was the famous French occupation of St. 
Thomd from July 1C72 to August I(>74 ; an event 
'ivhieh for many a long year aflenvards -was n house¬ 
hold tale in the little settlement, but which haa 
now faded away from the memory of men. The 
incidents connecled with it, which are recorded in 
the consultations, are but few in number. Tlie gar¬ 
rison was ofttm k<‘pt in a state of alarm by the 
Hiiioli and Mussulmans. One night the Captain 
of the auxiliary foiws, w hilst on guard, w^as shot 
dAid by the sen/inel at the Chr)ultry gate, who 
seems to have suspected him of being an enemy. At 
inter^^als however, the trade of the Agtmcy went on 
after a fashion, through a merchant named Cossn 
Wroiia, wdio figures largely in the early annals. This 
Cassa A’erona seems to have taken off large quanti¬ 
ties of the goods from Europe; to have supplied such 
Natiye goods as were required by the Agency for 
shipment to England ; to have distributed such 
presf^ts as were sent by the Agency to the 
Mussulman Chiefs ; and to have assisted in the 
transmission of money from one station to an¬ 
other. The Directors at home appear to have 
been very suspicious of Cassa Verona ; and be- 
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li^ved, not witte>ut sliow of reason, that he was the 
channel through which the members of the Agany 
carried on ^heir private trade, and other doubt¬ 
ful but very prohtable undertakings. In a genial 
letter to the Presidency, tiny expressed their de¬ 
cided objection to the trade being limited to 
one firm ; and they requested that ajl merchants 
might be encouraged to supply goods, and that 
thus .a healthy competition might be introduced 
into the Native markets. This laudable attempt to 
plant free Iraile in* India, whilst violently hghting 
for their monopoly at home, does not seem to have 
met with the success which it desejrved. Cassa Ve¬ 
rona continued to be the confidential adviser of ihc 
members of the Agency for many a year afterwards 
t>sien8ibly on the plea tliat by so doing the Com¬ 
pany was preservetl from bad debts, but in reality 
on private grounds which we sh^l presently have 
o<.'Casion to disclose* 

* 

The sub8ervicn(y of the merchants at Fort St. 
(hiorge to the chief officers of state in the Court at 
Colconda or Hyderabad, w^as very striking through¬ 
out the whole of the present period. Tliey likened 
these ministers of sbite to the Lieutenant General 
the Lord Chancellor, anil the Comptroller General 
of European (Jouits; and treated them with far more 
respect than they Avoiild have treated the English 
ofiicers of state at home. The Fort of St. Gwge 
and Town of Madraspatanam had been held by 
a cowle, originally granted by Neiknam Khan, who, * 
as we have already stated, is styled Nabob of 
Golconda, but who in all probability was Com*- 
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inander-iii^Oliicf of tlic army of tlic Carnatic,* 
By this cowle it “was slipidattvl that tlie Agenoy 
at Fort St. George, on paying l|g00 pagodas 
per annum I'eut, was to hold the Fort and Towii 
free of any other imposition whatever. In 167S5 
Neiknam Khan died and his successor Mirza Ibrahim 
Khan is said to have coiifinned the tirmaun of his 


predecessor. Accordingly tlio usual presents were 
made to Mnza Ibrahim Khmi; and subsequently, 
(luring the French occupation of Ht. Tliomt?, the 
favour of the Court was .still further sought by 
means of presents to the princi])al officers of state. 
Amongst the latter is specially mentioned Mad- 
dana the gi'cat Bramany wlfo is the great Mogum- 
dar and the cluefcst person in power next to the 


king himselfan individual whom we lun e not 
the slightest hesitation in identifying with Madmi 


Pant, who conducted the government and tinaneies 


of Abul llassan, king of Cjolcondn, and who pos- 


* No traces of ttiia Neiknanx Khan can bo discover¬ 
ed in the history of Oolconda ; and indeed the nauio 
is au ordinorj' title, and another Neiknam Khan is 
mentioned by Bernier as an Oinrah residn% in the 
Co\xrt of Shah Jehan. His sneoessor, whose name is 
variously spelt in the records as ^loussa Khan and 
Mirza Ibrahim Khan, and who is also styled Nal>ob, 
is to l>e id on tilled with the Ibrahim Khan, who, ac¬ 
cording to I'llphinstone, w^as the commauder-in-chief 
of the forces of Abul Hassan, the last king of Gol- 
<x)nda. As Neikn.nn Khan is stated in the rocords to 
l>e the predece.s3or of Ibrahim Khan, w e have assumed 
that, as like him he is called “ Nab(^),” so like him 
he was Oommandor-in-Chief* NoKnglish history of the 
])eriod appears to Ikj iu existence sufficiently full io 
clear up the matter. 
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scssed the fidl ^eonfidence of his royal laaster, 
but who \vas subsemienlJy murdci'ed -durii:^ a 
tumult in thewity. The Naiks in the immediate 
neighbouriiood ‘of Madraspatanam were also con¬ 
ciliated in a similar manner. In 1674, shortly be« 
fore the retii'ement of the French, the Agency 
resolved to make a present to the Naik of Chingle- 
put and the Naik of Palavanim, w ho were said 
to be old friends of the Company, and W'ho 
vv(*re about to go to Golconda to celebrate the 


marriage of the first Naik with the daughter of the 
king’s Mufti,” wdio was reported to have gr^-at 
iiiflneiiee with Ids Highness tlw? king. On that 
occasion the Agency remv^l in I’etiirn more valu¬ 
able presents than those they had given, so that 


the Company wore gainers by the transaction ; and 
aficordiiigly, as it is naively recorded in the con¬ 
sultations, it wus determinoii that ttie <liflerenc(j 


should be marie up on some futirre occasion. 

Another storv, dug out of ^le records of tlr. 
same 3 '’ear, is worth relating, as fully illustrating, 
not only the relation of iho Agency at Fort St, 
George^ to the Cam*t of Golconda, but the ne- 
eessily AvIiicU existed for those (‘onstant presimts 
to the officers of the .state and to The Naiks in 


the neighbourhood. Lingapa, the Naik of the 
Poonamalec district, appears to have been 
remarkably fond of peisnisli, and very# angry 
w lien he could not get it. llis course of pro¬ 
ceeding op])car# to have lieon to proQure firmaun.s 
from Ills Highness, the king of Golconda, and then 
to extort presents in return for the hrmamis, 
P»v those means he siicceedcd in obtaining pciscush 



84 


fllsTOHY OF MADEAS. 




I 

from tlie I)iiic]i at rulicat, Ifeul accoydifigly 
tried it on ^vitK the English at Fort St. George. 
Sir William Lanfifhonie however resisted the 4e* 
ni^d. By the cowle and finuaun alitjady ob¬ 
tained from Neiknam IChan, the <Joni])aiiy WfMj 
exempted from transacting any business excepting 
with the Divan ; and accordingly the Agency sent 
Cassa Verona to Poonamale<k to inform Lingapa, 
that they decilined to take the firmaim and refused 
to pay the peiscush, Lingapa however appears to 
have had his revenge. Having paid a visit to the 
court at Golconda, he had a long conversation with 
the Chief Brahmin concerning the English nnd 
their town ; the substance hf whicli subsequently- 
reached the ears of the English Agency through 
Cassa Verona, and was placed upon record. It ap¬ 
pears to have been as follows. Lingapa infoimed 
the Chief Brahmin, that when he first entered upon 
the government of the Poonamalee district, he 
paid a visit to the Dutch at Pulicat, and was 
wannly -welcomed and presented ^vitli a horse and 
other gifts ; and that he then paid a visit to 
the Dutch at Sadraspatam, who received liim 
with the same kindness, and gave him a gold 
chain, with *na,ny other presents. Here Lingapa 
paused. The Chief Brahmin took up the con¬ 
versation by asking him, what the English at 
Chinnapatanam liad given him cm the smne oc¬ 
casion. Then Lingapa grew eloquent and pathe¬ 
tic. He had, he said, carried a t|*,sheriif to the 
English, and they had refused to take it ; and they 
had further showed their contempt frlr him by neg¬ 
lecting to invite him to come to their -town. That 
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Cvm& Veroim hid experienced similar ankindaess 
from tlie English, and had accordingly pat a «toj) 
to a good pa4 of his trade with them, and had came 
to him, Lingapa,, and liad spoken good words, and 
given him a gold chain valued at four hundred 
Pagodas. That he, Lingapa, having no enjj^rage- 
ment to go to the English, had sent a 
firmaim by his own people, which he bad otherwise 
intended to have canied liimself j and in return 
the English had only given his people some 
broadcloth ai'jd looking glasses, and notliing 
more. 

The Chief Brahmin •seems to have been much 
impi'essetl by Lingapa's story. He remarked that 
the English were a scornful people, and thtit they 
had the government of a town which produced 
great sums of money. In former times, he said, 
Neiknam Khan had iinmivisedly and foolishly let 
them have a town, which yielded^ several thousamd 
Pagodas per annum, for the siiiail rent of twelve 
hxmdred Pagodas ])er annum; and he even won 
dered that Lingapa, as Naik of Poonamalee, shdiild 
suffer the English to retain the toivn on that score, 
and*not keep an Havildar there. Jmigapa replied 
that the English would not regard his authority ; 
and that when he sent any of the Divan^s com to 
Chimiapatanam they actually made |t pay custom. 
The Chief Brahmin then said that the cowle ivhich 
had been giv^ by Neiknam Khan had cesrtauily 
been confirmed by the. late king, Abdalla 
Kuttub Shal>; but now that both were dead, 
the cowle must be considered to have died with 
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them; and that on the next, day h#woiddgo to the 
reigning king Abnl Hassan, and prevail npon him 
to send a Persian to be set over Chinnapaiamun. 

llie Chief Brahmin was as good as his word; 
and by neglecting to conciliate the new Naik 
of I'difeainalee with invitations and presents, the 
Agency at Foit St. Cieorge imperilled the existence 
of their settlement. The Chief Brahmin laid all 
the circtimstances before the. king Abul Ilassaii; 
and the king, as is usual in such casts, said that he 
would think about it. But other great persons 
of the court, who were, present at the time, took 
upon themselves to reinarJ that since St. Thom(i 
uns bereft of its inhabitants, Chinnopatauam 
had been very mucli enlai'ged both in popiila- 
tion and trade, so that it had become a far mori'. 
important place than even Pnlieai, and that 11is 
Highness would do well to take some course re¬ 
specting it. Th^ subsequent advmice of the Mah- 
rattas appears to have divStracted the attention of 
the Court of Golconda from tlie little district of 
Madraspatanam ; but still many evil consequences 
fell upon the Agency. The trade in corn and 
paddy was forbidden. A request was made by the 
king of Golconda for a thousand yards of broad 
cloth; and tlie Agency felt obliged to send him six 
hundred vards. lest the trade in calicoes should he 
forbidden in like manner. Again, Mirza Ibrahim 
ix*quested payment of the rent of the town six 
months in advance ; and the Agency, considemg 
such requests as cfjuivaleut to comitfhnds, sent the 
money to Golconda at once. Nor was thi.*# the 
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worst. Tire po#er of Lingapa increased so gi’catly 
throughout the country from Armaghaum to Bija- 
pore, that ih%Agenjy felt themselves constramed 
to raise an addition^ force of a hundred soldiers 
and a hundred and fifty peons, and to collect 
provisions, and to order a thousand Pagoda|TOrth 
of paddy, corn, and fuel fi-om Masulpdam. 
iSubsequently, by means of presents Lingapa be¬ 
came somewhat mollified ; but we shall have oc¬ 
casion to tell other stories of this g(‘ntlenuui in a 
future chapter. 

♦Such were some of the principal events which 
belong to the history ^of the Madras Presidency 
during the Government of Sir William Tjanghonie, 
which lasted from about 1 t)7t> to the. end of 1077. 
Concerning the chara('t er of Sir William Laiighome 
himself we con say but litth;. lie seems to have 
been a shrewd business like man, and far inoyc 
tolerant of the religious <i])inioii^ of others, thaU 
could have been expected in that intolerant age. 
He it w^as that fired a salute on the consecration 
of a Homan Catholic; church within the walls ; a 
piece of couHesy which very much offended, the 
Protestant Chaplain, Patrick Warner, and also 
brought down iqum his head a severe rebuke 
from the Directors. “We note,” saht they in 
a General Letter of this period, “ what, you say 
of firing your guns ii})on the miming of a churen 
by the ])apists > we cannot a})prore thereof, and 
desire to give as little couiilenuuce and encourage¬ 
ment to that religion, as they do to ours ; and we 
would have you discoiiuteuaiice, and discourage all 



$8 HIS1^6K]r or ifAUius. nm-n^ 

of mir nation that any ways iu<lfcie ^ iiiat pro¬ 
fession.*^ 

Sir William Langhomo felf^ a vi^m to those 
charges of priTatc trade; which seem to have been 
brc^ght against almost every servant of the Com- 
pang^ every one of the Indian stations. The 
snil^llljpiTea by these, and other doubtful trans- 
WJtions, were indisputably lai^e. When conaidm- 
able and certain profits were to be made, they pre- 
fen*ed trading on their account, rather than on the 
account of the Company. Then agfiin, the Euro¬ 
pean goods of the Company were sold to mercliants 
like Cassa Verona at low prices ; and Indian goods 
were purchase<i from thosc^ merchants on behalf of 
the Company at high prices ; and of course for such 
favours large presents were nnide to tlie several 
members of council. During the governorship of Sir 
Edward Winter, Cas.sa Verona and lii.9 ptirtnei* wm’t^ 
said to have tluis ilefrauded the Company to an (ex¬ 
tent of something like 200,000 Pagodas ; and witli 
such small salnries as were paid by the Diiwtors, 
tliere can be no doubt but that these underhand ^ 
dedings were carried on to a degree which we 
must leave to the imagination of the reader. 

In 1076 the Directors sent out a Major Puekle to 
inquii*e into existing abuses ; just as some*, six or 
seven years previously they had sent out Sir ITil- 
liam Langhorne to inquire into the quarrel which 
‘had broken out brlwcen Sir Edward Winter and 
Mr. I’oxcroft. Sir William Langhqme was charged 
with rccching annually the sum of 20,000 Pago¬ 
das from (?assa Verona, in coiisidimtion of undue 
advantages said to have been affordied to the latter 
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in reference to tie Company's trade. The accu* 
aation was indignantly denied by both parties; 
but its truth &f fSsity must be left to the judgment 
of our readers. If true, it must be confessed 
that the sum in question, amounting 
tiling like £7000 sterling per aimusi^PiUBt 
have made a pretty addition to the £300 jfer an¬ 
num allowed to the President by tlie honorable 
Company. At any rate the charge was believed 
by toe liirectors ; and Sir William Langhorne was 
rccallexl, and Ms. Streynsham Masters reigned in 
his stead. 

•“I 

There is one other incident belonging to the 
adniinistiation of Sir William Lai»ghf*me, which 
may be narrated here. During the French occupa¬ 
tion of St. Tbome, and whilst Dutch and Mussul¬ 
mans were exciting general apprehension by their 
vicinity to the Fort, it became necessaiy to cle^r 
away a number of bouses widt h clogged up the 
opening to a part ol' the fortitic£itions called ('S- 
dcra point, upon which at that moment an attac'-k 
was expected from the Dutch. Amongst these 
liouses was one which had been built at the very 
foiiiidation of Madras ; and accordingly the owner 
petitioned for (‘ompeusatiou, on the ground that 
Ids ancestors bad betm invited to settle thc^n*. 
by Mr. Francis Day, the first Agent; and that 
they could not possibly have known that the 
house-they wefe building would ever prove olFcn- 
sivc to the gjupson. The petition is sufficienlly 
quaint and curious to warrant our inserting it at 
length ; though we fear it will somewhat confuse 
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and weary the reader, from the fact tliat it does 
not contain a single fnll stop, until j^he petitioner 
fairly pulls up at the last word. 

Petition of Mr. Tkos. Clarice. 

To jreMon’Ule Sir >Vm. Langhorn, Barronett, Agesntand 
^ (iwlittiour in Coimcell, for Affairh of ye Hoifble Eng¬ 
lish East India Company in Foii St. George. 

The hnuihle Petition of Thos. Clarke, 

SriEWKTH,—^Tliat since ye late unhappy warr with 
ye arrivall of ye French t<^ St. Thomtl', uccasioned both 
ye Dutch our eneraierf and Mores (not over-friendly, but 
for their own ends) to settle near this pdaee, thereby 
filling yc whole Town with reasonable apprehensions of 
danger, if not preventtsd by yfiiir Avisilonies, find seeing 
y<mr Wordship so well apjdyed ye remedy, by clearing 
ye pa.ssage surrounding ye Caldera point, clogged up 
with yc* too neare aj)]>roach hmiHc.s, among which 
was one behniging to your Petitiiaior, built thirty-fouro 
yeares since, when either ludwarks nor acviroo a house of 
iioate a]ipeared, bocotniug yc first Inhabitant through ye 
invitation of ye then Agent, who removed about that 
time from Armogtjii, dt' presume to lioj)e being strongly 
lad thereto bj’^ a promise from your Worshij) that I 
should b© ye first person satisficfl, aiuce 1 have bo so 
dnlously and willingly obeyed your Worshi)>'s eommaiHi 
in putting it dovvne without consulting wbat a great 
loss and inconvenience T must unavoidably Kuflt'r by 
Biich a deprivation, being reduced td very slender ac¬ 
commodation, .siiuje I need not mention to your V7or- 
ship how impossible it was fnr mv ancei^dor.s lUi una'^ine 
when first *twas built, that it <‘ould be any waics off'en* 
fiiveto ye (xarriMon. having fillreadv declared no workes 
wore theii begun nor that tlu-y bad tin* Agiait’s perrnia- 
sion, be having invited my sa’d anccHlras to ye ^ place, 
but leave all to your wis<^ consideration, which, as 1 
with confidence trust, will be sensible olnny great suffei- 
ing; so shall [latienf lr ivayt the elfect#? of your goodness 
and justice, which I doubt not but will oblige your peti- 
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tioner ever to pray for your prosperity, and be ever 
ready to exj>resH himself. 

Pfon'blc Sir, &o., Councell, 

Your most, obliged and humble servant. 

This pelitinu was apparently forwarded about 
September 1075, as on the 28th of that it 

was resolved in council to order the Justict^s of the 
Choultry to levy from the inhabitants of Madras- 
patanam,-" or rather the inhaljitants of Black town, 
and other localities oidsutc the wall of Fort St. 
George,—tluj sum of one hutidred Pagodas to- 
w^ards the romj)ensn(ion of Mr. Clarke; and a 
further sum of a hundred and thirty Pagodas in re¬ 
turn for a payment made b'y ('assa l^erona in be¬ 
half of the Agency, for I In* removal of the sand from 
tlic sea bide of the h’ort. The lew stiurccly amount* 
ed to two fnnams r houst, luul yel it was found 
impossible to raibt^ ii All the inhahitants of the 
place, and even airihe, inereliants of the Agency 
eveepting ('«.■“Verona, shut up til tlieir shops and 
assembled in the ])ag<Hla ; and at the same time 
they bf'Jil mstnielions to their (‘astes up eounti’y to 
stop all snpj)li(‘h of proxisiou'^ e‘omiug to Maditis- 
patanam. 'lliey wert; t'\en prepareil to leave iho 
place rather than submir lo tlic lev]s ; not, it is 
said, bfM‘anse they grudged pa\menl of the money, 
but lic<*ans(* they drearlecl tiie precedent. Tender 
such cireiirnsumces the Agi'iicy were <*oirj])elltHi to 
abandon the proposed a.b'.('ssmcnt. 

Jn future issues we 5%hall have frerpient oc(‘asioa 
to refer to the steps taken at vanoiis times to raise 
similar assessments from the inhabitants of this dis¬ 
trict, and which subsequently led to the institution 
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of a Mayor and Corporation. rfit the above at^ 
ten)pt is worthy of record as the first that was 
made in this Presidency, and with if we^close our 
liistory of the Governorship of the Honorable Sir 
William Langhome in 1677, being the seven- 
teen^'y^ar of the actual reign of King Cliaiies, the 
second of that name. 
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CHAPTEll V. 

GOVEBNOKSniP OF ME. STEEYNSHAW MASTEB, 

1677—16S1. 


The Governorship of Sir William Langhortie had 
been nmrked by the Erencli occupation of St. 
'Fhomc. 'Hie Governorsbip of his suca*s«oi*, Mr. 


Strcynsliaui Master, is distinguislicd by events of 
still greater signiticanct^ amongst which may l>e 
cspti(‘ially mentioned the first, appearance in 


Soutliern India, of Sevajec, the great Mahratta. 


Jtefore therefore proceeding with oar history of 
Madras, it may be as vvell to glance at the strange 
cinrumstanecs and rftinarkablo adventures, nhieh 


are connected with the eaily life,of the foumhA’ 
of the IMahratta einjiire. 

Ff^w events in Indian Jiistory arc more deeply 
interesting than the rise of the Mahrattas. These 
fdmrt and sturdy mountaineers oecaipied the nor- 
tlicvn part of the cliain of Ghats, which lines the 
western coast from Sural to Canara; and their 


aptiearanoc on tlie stag(“ of history, about the coin- 
mtmconient of the seventoerith century, is as re- 
frcishing as iced water, Wearied with the in¬ 
trigues, the sci«ualiti(\s, and the tiarbaxdc splendour 
of Delhi, it is truly <lelightful to enter upon the 
stories of luutbreadtlr escapes and adveuliirous 
deeds, which enliven the annals of the Mahrattas. 
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The name of this famous peoplf scarcely appears 
ill the previous liistory of India. They first emerge 
into notice in connexion ivith th% Mussulman 
kingdom of Ahmednuggur, wliieh lay between 
the Ghats and tlie kingdom of (lolconda. There 
many of the Mahratta chiefs distinguished them¬ 
selves in the ^vars between the Nizam Shahs who 
reigned at Ahmednuggur, and tlie Great Mogul 
who reigned at -Dellii. Amongst others was Mal- 
lojce, a member of the family of Bhonslay : a 
family which was then merely resjiectable, but 
w^hich afterwards attained the highest eminence. 
This 'Mallojec w'as the grjnidfather of that great 
Mahratta chieftain, wdio, under the name of 
Sevajee, became terrible, not only to the, Mussul¬ 
man kings of the Dekkan, but even to the Great 
Mogul. 

Tlie story of the rise of the Bhonslay family is 
so romantic, that wo shall inflict it upon oar 
readers. Malloj»i^/s patron w^as .ladovv [iow% 
a commander of 10,000 men in the army of 
Ahmednuggur. One day a feslival was celebraterl 
at the house of Tadow How ; and Mallojee attend¬ 
ed Avith his little boy Shahjec, who w’as then only 
five years old. Presently the little boy began to 
play with the little daughter of ladovv Bow;, who 
was only three years old. Jaclow, looking on, said 
that they were a lino pair, and ought to be man 
and wife. To his greSvt surprise Mallojee instantly 
started up, and called on the comp&ny to witness 
that the daughter of Jadow had been contracted to 
his son, Jadow was thunderstruck at what he be- 
lu^ved to be the presumption of his inferior, and a 
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rupture ensued between tlie two. But meantime 
Mallojee was on the road t6 fortune ; and he was 
subsequently^ raised to the command of 5,000 
horse, with the title of Mallojee Itaja Bhohslay* 
The objection on the score of rank was thus re¬ 
moved. 8halijee was actually married to the 
daughter of Jadow’’, and became the father of Seva- 
jee, the founder of the Mahratta empire, 

Sevajee wbs born in lb27. He w^as brought 
up at l^oona, where his father possessed a jaghire; 
and there he received a regular Mahratta education. 
Like William of Heloruinc, he never could write 
his name ; hut he beear^o n good archer and marks¬ 
man, and eoiilcl ns(j tbe sword and s}>ear right 
w'ell. Above all he was an admirable horsemun. 


His early associates were the cavalry soldiers 
under his father’s command, and not uidVequently, 
the plundering higldaiidcrs of the neighbouring 
Ghats. But still his intellectual culture not 


wholly ncglectixl. He deliglitodi in the fabulous 
stories told in the Malia-llliarata and Knmayana ; 
and especially iu tliose tales of tlie gods, intermixed 
with music and song, which are known as Kuihas. 
He thus imbibed an early love of adventure. At 
the ago of sixteen his hunting excursions had 
familiarized him with e\ery path and defile 
throughout tlie Ghats ; and he wrt* even siis])cct- 
ed of sharing in several tss^tCusive gang robbmes 
committed in tlic C'oncab. * Amongst his own 
countrymen, ^however, iind csjiecially amongst the 
wild inluibitants to the wu'st of Poona, lie was 
extremely popular ; and ho had alreiady been im- 


bue^with a rooted hatred to the Mussulmans, 
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au(l indulj^ed in the idea of rendUfing himself an 
indci)endent prince ih the country. 

Meantime the circumsiant^s of the family had 
undergone a great change. The kingdom of Ah- 
luedniiggiir had been extinguished by the Great 
Mogul, and Skahjeo, the father of Sevajee, had 
entered the service of i ho king of Bijapoi'C- The 
attention of the government at Eijapore^was soon 
attracted by the pioceedings of the young Mahrat- 
ta hero. At the age of nineteen, Sevajee took pos¬ 
session of a hill fort, and then sent Vakeels to the 
court of Bijapore to iieprescrit the advantages 
wliiob wpuld result from s»vh an operation. Sub- 
se<jiiently, he was foiiunate citough to dij^cover a 
large quantity of gold in the fort, and accordingly 
set to work to build another. The suspicions 
of the court w(‘re aroused, and lettta*s ^verc sent 
to ttliahjee, who was in the C'arnatic, calling 
Ins attention to the conduct of his sou. 
Meantime, however, Sevajee htid tisnrpcd his 
father\s jaahire, and cvadtid paying up any revenue. 
Shortly after tiiis, partly by bribery and partly by 
toi'ce, he took possession of other foHs ; and at 
length, at tlie age of tweuty-onc, ho fairly revolted 
against the government of Bijapore. lie scimi 
a convov of royal treasure, and attacked the 
Mussulman (Governor of the norlheru Concfin ; 


and not only did he bike the latter prisoner, but 
he also look possession of the country. 

The court of Bijaporc susljiectcd kfhahjee of being 


implin^ited in the proceedings of lim son, and ac¬ 
cordingly imprisoned him as a hostage, for four 
years. Meantime iSevnjec continuecl to nu^tain 
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hU indcpmlen<J<^ and on the release of hia fethei* 
reeommenced liis aggressious. He vea* 

turetl to pliuiiler some provinces belonging to the 
Ormt Mogul; but afterwards found it necessary 
to tender liis submissiou, and profess his devotion 
to Aurungstebe. 

We cannot follow the career of Sevajee in detail. 
In 1059, when about thirty-two years of age, he 
renewed his attacks upon Bijapore. A general 
was sent against him with a large army, but Seva- 
jec pretended submission and prayed for a personal 
interview. The request was granted. The Mus« 
sulman general, proud of his success, advanced 
with oi^ a single attendant, Sevajee was seen 
approaemng with a timid and hesitating air, and 
apparently unarmed; but under his cotton tmiic 
he wore a shirt of chain armour, and moreover had 
provided himself with a concealed dagger, and a 
terrible weapon knoWn as tiger’s claws.” This 
last weapon consists of sharp hoojj^s of steel, w hich 
are fastened on the lingers, and lie concealed in the 
closed hand; but by opening the hand, the steel 
hooks spread out like claws, and enable the 
wearer to indict a treacherous tiger-like blow, too 
horrible to be imagined. The wily Mahratta 
couched in olieisanec liefore the Mussuhaiin ; and 
then struck him down with his claws, and dis¬ 
patched him with the (bigger. Meantime the Mus- 
suliuuTi army had been se<*reily sun*auudcd by the 
!M^hrattas ; and at a giA en signal the whole were 
suddenly attacked and vast numbers were sla^ht- 
cred. Subsequ^!niiy, the king of Bijapore matched 
agaiast Sevajee in person. Hostilities lasted for 
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two ycai®, but at last terminated ti a peftce^ which 
left Seviffe in |X)sses&ion of hb territories, and of 
an army of 7000 cavalry and 50,OOOi infantry. 

An adventure which occurred about tiiis time is 
still a theme of exultation to the Mahratta, Some 
of Sevajee*s horse had been again ravaging the 
Mogul tenitoiy; and a Mogul general, named 
Shaista Khan, was sent against him, SJiaista 
Khan advanced to Poona, and Sevajee felt him¬ 
self compelled to retire to Singhar, a hill fort 
about twelve miles distant* At Poona, Shaista 
Khan had taken every precaution to prevent the 
admission of Mahrattas into the town, eitlier in¬ 
dividually or in large bodies* Singularly^onough 
be occupied the very bouse hi which Sev^jee had 
jxiBsed his boyhood; and the latter determined at 
all hazards to revenge himself on the intruder. 
One evening after sun set, lie proceeded to Poona 
with twenty-five men. lie posted small bodies 
of infantry at iidervals along the road, but only 
approached the town with the twenty-five. An ar- 
vaugement had been previously made with ilte 
h'ador of a nuirriagc procession, tiiat Sevajee and hb 
companions should join the wedding party. This ar¬ 
rangement was now carried out* Sevajee and liis 
companions joined the noisy crowd, and paraded the 
town. When all was cjuict, he proceeded straight to 
liis old house, and suddenly gaintxl admission 
through a back window. The women raised an 
alarm, but only just in time. Shaista Khan ruslfed 
to hi|i|(Own window, and lowered himself into the 
court; but ill the very act of doing he re,<icived 
a blow which cut otf tw'o of his fingers, Ills sou 
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and most of his Attendants were killed on the spot. 
Sevnjee retreated before the town was alarmed, and 
as he retired %aa joined by the parties posted along 
the road. Presently the whole body lit their torches, 
and the Mogul forces at Poona had the satisfaction 
of seeing their enemy ascend the hiU fort at Singhar 
amidst a triumphant blaze of illuminations. 

It was shortly after this event, namely, in the 
year 1G64!, that Sevajec first came into contact with 
the English at Surat. He had proceeded to Hie 
northward under the pretence of a rcligiotis pilgrim¬ 
age ; but had siukhmly turned off with four thousand 
horse, and fallen upon rich and defenceless city 
of Sur^t. The rfative Governor of the places at 
once shut liimself up in his castle. Most of the • 
inhabitants took to the boats, or fled away up 
country. The English Factory contained property 
valued at eighty thousand pounds; but the Factors 
were brave men, aUd made such an obstiiintc re¬ 
sistance, tlmt they not only sav%l their own prb’ 
perty, hut inncli that belonged to the Katives. 
Hovajee however plundered the town for six days, 
and finally carried off* an immense booty. 

The Grcai. Mogul now sent a large army against 
Sevajee, and the latter again tendered his submis¬ 
sion, and assisted the Moguls in their wai* against 
Jbjapora. He even received a letter of compliments 
and thanks from Aimingzebd; and was invited to 
Hellii; but there the narrow minded bigotry of An- 
rungzebe w'as ^splaye<l in sTich an offensive manner, 
that Sevajee was mortally offended. Subsi^^mtly ' 
an apparent reconciliation was effected, and Sevajee 
was acknowledged as an independent Hajah, liis 
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successes «t this time were almdft dasaliug* He 
eoiupelled the two kiugtioms of ike Deldcan,*r- 
13ijaporc and Golconda,-t-to pay hi«i a yearly tii- 
bute. He reduced his military and civil govern¬ 
ment to a regular system ; and he managed to ideur 
iifv his otvn cause, with the cause of the national 
religion of the Hindoos as opposed to the bigoted 
measures of Aumngzebe.* 

In 1670 Sevajee again plundered Surat, an 
event which is worthy of special mention, inas¬ 
much as the English Eaclory was saved by the 
gallantly of Mr. Streyo^^hein Master, at that time 
member of rouiiril at Surat, but afterwards Gover¬ 
nor of Fort St. George. Meaniime, the alteutiou 
of Auningzebe was drawn away from the Dekkan^ 
by revolts in his more immediate neighbourhood. 
Sevajee rapidly increased in power and reputation ; 
and even prcfpoaed to exlend his conquests to the 
south of India. Tow^irds the close of .Sir William 
J.rtnighorne’B government, he luarehed for Hydera¬ 
bad witli 40,000 infanfrv and 30,000 horse, and 
made a <lefinite treaty with Alnil Hassan, king of 
Gohmda. Shortly afterwards he passed close to 
Madra.s, on his way to the rapture of Gingeo and 
Vellore ; but after conquering a liirge territory in 
Mysore, he was recalled by the intelligence that 
Golconda had bewi invaded by the ^iogul^. 

Wc now return fb tlu*, liistory of the Madras 

i'residcncy. ]\lr. Sti-eynshnm Mastcir seems to have 

been in one way a different characUw frojn bis iin- 
- --— -— —~* 

* The autlioriticfi fov all facts ohtfuii^td from j>ublish- 
cd histories, indcpeiulent of, tlio public records, wiU be 
acknowledged at th© ooiicluaion of the present work. 
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mediiita predeocitors. He had ^lot been seiit di* 
rect from home to take up the ^overnmeEt of Fort 
St. George, liut he had alr&d}^ enjoyed consider¬ 
able ex.perience in tlie Company's trade. Originally 
he appeara to hare belonged to the Surat establish 
men^ and there he was appointed acting IV^ident 
during the absence of President Aungier on a 
to the new colony at I^ombay. Bubse(|ueiitly, alter 
the jetum of Aungier, Mr. Master distinguished 
himself, as we have already indicated, by a gal¬ 
lant defence of the Company's house at Surat. 
Al>out this time the l)jre< 5 tors at Iioukj wem 
much harassed by cuntinual disputes regaixlin^ 
the succession to tlie Governorship of their 
Agencies in In<lia. Accordingly, two years before 
the recall of Sir WLllmm Lniigliorne, Mr. Streyn- 
shmn Master was appointed to suec^ced him, in the 
event of any conliugency taking place, which 
would deprive the'Agency of the servi<x's of Lang- 
home. Ill order to quidily Master for tlAs 
high rank, he was sent first, to act as Agent at 
Masulipatam ; then he was ordered to pnx^ced to 
.Bengal, and introduce a new system of administra¬ 
tion in the Factories on the Hoogldy j and lastly, 
he was directed to act as second memher of council 
at Fort St. George, until the term of Sir William 
Ijanghonie's government should expire. 

It is difficult to ascertain the exact month 
when Mr. Streynsham Master became Governor. 
We only kn#w that it oceiiiTed iu 3677. His 
administration lasted for only four ycai^^, ff Like 
his prcdcccssdir, he soon lost the coniidence of the 
jlireotors; but the cans® of his recal will be sulii- 
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ciently manifest from the histoT^ of his ©tifvern- 
ment. With the exc^>tioii of the approach ol 
Sevnjee and bis quarrefwith Lingapatthe events of 
liis Oovemment are cliiefly of a domestic chaTflotar* 
It is evident from the records that jthe little Agency 
was somewhat alarmed at the tidings which reach¬ 
ed it from time to time of the doings of Sevajee; 
ml its alam was in no way lesseaied hy 
tlm stories, which Mr. Master could himself .tell, 
of the previous plunder of Surat, On 9th May 
1677 we find recorded a resolution to prepare for 
defence in consequence of tlie approach of SevajCe. 
Five days afterwards a messenger was mscived iitnn 
Sevfyee, and it would seem" tliat Mr. Master’s ex¬ 
perience had enabled him to propitiate the great 
Mahratta, But we extiiict the official narmtive 
from the consultation :— 

‘‘ 14>th May 1677. Having this day received a 
message and a letter from Sevajee Ilajah by n Brah- 
iitin and two others of his people, requesting some 
cordial stones and coimt(?r poisons, we resolvf^d to 
send him some, together vvitli a civil letter, by a 
messenger of our own, ns a small ]iresf‘nl, together 
with some suck fruit as these gardens afford, and 
to bestow upon his Brahmin three yards of broad 
doth and some sandalwood, not tliinking it good 
to require the money for so small trilles, although 
offered in his letter; considering how great a per¬ 
son he is, and how much his friendsliip does al¬ 
ready and may import the Honorabt:: C>)mpany as 
lie more and more powerful and obvious to 
them.’’ The value of thyiresent tlfus sent to Se- 
vajec is carefully stilted IS detail; from which it 
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appears that the lost m the* whole was something 
like sixty pagodas. 

A few (lajfls ^afterwards Sevajee sent for more 
cordials and meiheiuesa and again the orders of this 
dangerous Mofussil customer were promptly at¬ 
tended to ; the bill being igpored a second time, in a 
fashion which is but rarely followed by the modem 
inercontile comnvunity of this Prcsiden<^, Subse t 
qiiently, Sevajee asked for some English engineers; 
but that application, was politely declined. In Au¬ 
gust news reached the Agency flom Conjeve- 
ram, forty mile^s from Madras, to the that 
some fifteen Imndrtjd of Sevajee’s horse wore at that 
place under the command of Ida brother, and that 
the latter intended to advance and take the Fort at 
Foonatnallee. Sevajee, as it was there recordie<b 
was in fidl possession of ail the countries roimd 
the strong forts of Gingec and Yebore, worth year¬ 
ly about eleven lakhs oi pagodas, or about half a 
million sterling. Subsecpiently i,he. Brahmin 
gaged to look after the interests of the Agency at 
Oolconda, the comfortable intelligence to 
Fort 8t George that Sevajeo had given orders for 
the joinder of Sadraspatauani, Ma(h'aspatanam> 
andgWeat. Fortunately, the return of Sevajee 
to |H^wn territorit^s dissipated most of these 
femll^wid the Agency was gladdened by, the iii- 
teJliflKe tliat, the Mahrattas had retired after 
havi^Hhad some terrible engagements with the 
Nail^K, Mysore. The following extract entered 
in tUSlonsiiltation book in January 167^$ * res- 
pe<*tir^3ihe uiiny of Mysore, will be sufiicieni to 
•indicatedlie savage charitt’ter of Native warfare :— 
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** Their custom is ^not 'To kift, to cut off the 
noses with the upper li])3 of theiv eueniies; for 
which they carry an iron instrumeut with which they 
do it rery dexterously, and carry jiway all tlie noses 
and lips they despoyle their enemys of, for which 
they are reirvarded by the Naik of Mysore accord** 
iug to the number, and the reward is the greater* 
if the beard appear upon tiie upper lip. This way 
of warfare is very terrible to all that those people 
engage With, so that none care to meddle with 
them ; they being also a resolute people, and have 
destroyed many tliat have attempted them, for 
though they kill them not outright, yet they dye 
by lingering deaths, if ilicy make not themselves 
away sooner, as for the most j)art they do that are 
so w'^ounded, the sliame and clishouor of it being 
esteemed greater than the [)ain and tlifficuliy of ^ 
subsisting.” 

The principal domestic events in the adriiinis- 
ti^ation of Mr. appear to be the election 

of a high (Jouvt of iutlicatui*e, the building of St. 
Mary’s church in the Fort, the introduction of 
stringent laws respecting the lloman Oatholics, 
and the extraorebnary disasters which betel the 
Agency in cxynsefpienec of the continued inlrigtiea 
of Lingapa. The history of these curious ch-cuni" 
stimces we shall now proceed to record in detail. 

The new Court of judicature originated iii March 
1678. The inhabitants of ]^lahnspatanam had 
greatly increased, and imiiiv coinpkints had been 
made the want of an administration injustice 
in cases which could xiot he decidedly the Justices 
of the Choultry. Accordingly the Agent and 
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Gouiwal resolved! tWI^ tmder #0 roysi charter, 
thfy had power to judge all persons living un¬ 
der them, in#all cases, whether criminal, or civil, 
acconling to the ICnglish laws, and to execute 
judgment acoordiugly ; and therefore it was deter- 
milled that the Governor and Council should ait in 
the Chapd in the "Fort on every Wednesday and 
Saturday, to hear and judge all causes; and that 
the Justices of the Choult^, and constables under 
them, should execute all orders of the Court, , such 
as vrrits, summonses for Jurymen, executions after 
judgment, and apprehensions of criminals. This 
high court of judicature was by no means iiitei 3 «:bd 
to supersede the couil of the Justices of the 
Choultry. All small luisdemeanors, breaches of 
the peace, actiotts for debt not exctsediitg fifty pa¬ 
godas^ were still to be deckli^d by these Justices, 
The establidimeut of this Court hatl indeed be¬ 
come a great public netT^sity. In cases of murder 
or manslaughter, the delinquent* was frequently 
kept in prison for a y(5ar or more, and tlien sent 
home to be tried by the English courts. Only two 
or three months previously, two soldiers had' bem 
aeiit home after long oonfinemout, to be tried for a 
crime committed during the administration of Sir 
William Ijangkorne. The case is sufficiently in¬ 
teresting to be narrated at length, and we acciord- 
the official memorandum : — 
Memorandum, that in or about three of the 
clock in the tifternoon, one Thomas Savage, .soldier 
of Fort St. George, being in drink, did abuses with 
bad wonls his 0ffioer, by name John Waterhouse, 
Scijcant, who at that time hail the command of the 
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Choultry Guard, mider his ffitiaigjS Joha Triaibrefl^ 
who was then absent. Upon being thus abused the 
said Serjeant Waterhouse commandecHhe (’orporal, 
Edward Short, to tie Savage down upon his eOt; 
but Savage continuing to be abusive, the Seijedui 
commanded the said Corporal to bind him neck 
and heels, the which was forthwith performed, but 
it seems that the Corporal not doing it as he 
ought, the prisoner Thomas Savage complained, 
raying ‘ do not liang me.’ The Corporal replied, 
" No Thomas, 1 won’t hang thee, but 1 will tie 
thee fast.’ So after he had been bound the time 
of three or four inches of match were burnt out, 
which wus by command of "the Seijeant lighted, he 
was unbound, and being loosed, was found dead,and 
not seen to stir. Whereupon, notice being brought 
to the Governor Sir William Langhome, Baronet, 
by Captain Lieutenant James Bett, the Governor 
ordered the said Lieutenant Bett to go to Timothy 
Wilkes one of tk^ Justices of the Town, to desire 
him to send some sufficient gentlemen of the Eng¬ 
lish nation, to go along with him, the said Wilke.s, 
and to see the deadp>ody, and then to make moiiirv 
how his death happened, before its burial, wnicii 
accordingly was immediately performed/’ As we 
have already mentioned, the ^rjeant and Corporal 
were sent to England for trial during the Govern¬ 
ment of Mr. Streyhslmm Master. 

Within a few days of the establishment of the 
new Court of judicature, the first feundations were 
laid of St. Mary’s Church in the Fort, one of the 
most interesting structures whieh 'hre still existing 
in this Presid!enc^^ The ground was first broken 
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Up on Lady dayJlin fteyeai* 16^8 ; and in ccmae- 
iinenoe of this circumstance it was resolved io give 
to the Churih the name of 8t. Mary. On the 
ibllowing Kaster Monday, the laying of the fonnd- 
etions of the new Church was fairly commenced. 
The expenses of the building were to be entirely 
defrayed by the voluntary subscriptions of the 
English in those parts. According to the records 
it was to be eighty feet long, and hfty-six foci 
broad, within the walls ; and it was to be built 
with three aisles, arched with brick and stone. 
The building of the church was completed in two 
years and a half from tjje date/ of laying the foun¬ 
dations ; and wc extract the following account of 
the consecration from the cx^nsulfcatioas, in whiqh 
however many of our readers w ill perceive with 
regret that the worthy Chaplain, Patrick Warner, 
had really returned to Europe, and that his pulpit 
was occupied by a successor, the llcv. Eichord 
Portman:— • 

“ Thursday, 28th October, 1680. The new 
(’hurch was dedicated by virtue of commissions 
directed to the Government, and to ^Ir. Eichard 
Portman the minister, from his Lordship the 
Bishop of London. The solemnity was performed 
in very good order, and concluded with vollies of 
small shot fired by the "whole garrison drawn out, 
and the cannon round the Fort. The chufeh named 
St, Mary’s as at first intended, and from this day 
forward all public service to be there performed. 

** It is observable that at the dedication of a new 
(JhuTCh by the T?‘rench Padres and Portuguese in 
1675, Sir William Langhorne then Agent, had 
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fLY&il guns from the Fort; aindat this time 
neither Padre nor Portug^iese appeai‘ed at the dedi* 
cation of our Church, nor so muc?J as gave the 
Governor a visit afterwards to wish Iiim joy of it/' 
Poor Sir Williain Langhome ! Five years had 
passed away, and yet the memory of that Protest¬ 
ant saltpetre, wliicli lui had Immcfl in honour of a 
Koman Cathoiie Clnnrh*, liad )iot yet passed away 
from the nostrils of Fort St. George. Mr. MastcT 
was a Letter Ihrotestant in one sense than his 
pi’cdeccssor. His great difficulty was the inter¬ 
marriage of the soldiers with the Koman Catholic 
women of the amntry. The same year that the 
Chm’ch was dedicated, the wliole matter wiis dis¬ 
cussed in Council j and the resolutions arrived at, 
and the ordet issued in consequence, arc dl so 
illustrative of the age, tluit wo give the extracts at 
lerigtli. 

^ “ Monday, 22nd March, 1G80. It fell under 
consideration whether it consistctli with oiir re¬ 
ligion and interest to admit of marriages between 
TVotestants and Homan Catholics in this place, and 
upon the debate resolved: — 

“1st, 'ihai it is not against the law of God in 
Holy Seri])ture, nor the laws of England, and hath 
frc(|ueutly been practised in Engijuid for Protest¬ 
ants to marry Roman Catholic? 

“ 2iid, Thai the Boraaii Catholics of this place, 
being the offspring of lonn'gn nations, chiefly Por¬ 
tuguese, and born out of Enghmd,»%nd not liable 
to the laws of England provided against Roman 
Catliolics, they always owning ttonsclves vassals 
to the king of Portugal. 



iC7r-8lo HISIIOHY OF MADRAia. 109 

3rd, That is our interest to allow of mar¬ 
riages with them, especially our men with ti^eir 
women, to pissyent mckedncss, and in regard there 
is not Englisli women enough for the men, and the 
common soldiers cannot imdntain English women 
and children with their pay, os well as ihey can 
the women of the country, who arc not so expen¬ 
sive aiid not ksB modest than our ordinary or com¬ 
mon people are, and in mattcT of marriages we 
have already gained by them many hoi)eM chil¬ 
dren brought up in the Protestrmt religion. 

“It is also further to be rememWed that 
these Roman Catholics of the Portuguese na¬ 
tion were invited hitherto upon our first set¬ 
tlement ; ground u as given them to build 
on ; a Church and French Priests were allowed, 
to encourage them to come in and inhabit here; 
and they have hern loyal an<l servi(jcabie in the de¬ 
fence of tlio place in time of war, and are a great 
security to us on that accouu^^ Moreover oor 
greatest income arises from the customs upon their 
commerce/’ 

Bravo Streynsliam Master! a true typo of the 
merchant. Whatever is profitable must be virtu¬ 
ous, and in this ease toleration was profitable. 
"Unfortunately, at that time, there were two Protest¬ 
ant Oliaplaius at Fort St. George, viz. the Kev. 
Rieliard Pf)rtmau, and the gentleman sent out to 
succeed him, aKev. Richard Eihot. AocorclingJy on 
the foliowiug^Thursday these two Chaplains were 
takxm into Council. The result may be easily im¬ 
agined, but wo»givc the incident in full 

“ Tliursday, 25th March, 1680. The marriages 
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.of Protestaiits with Homan Catjpiics being again 
taken into consideration, the Honorable Company's 
two Chaplains, Mr. Htchard Portnran and Mr, 
Richard KUiot, were ^ut for into the Council, and 
upon the debate it is concluded, resolved, and 
ordered, 

** That upon the marriage of a Protestant w^ith 
a Bonmn Catholic, both the parties to be married 
shall sfefemnly promise before one of the Chap¬ 
lains of the place by <hcms{*lves, or some for them, 
before the Panns shall be published, and also 
in the Ohajxd or Church by IhemsclvTS in person, 
upon the day of marriage,, and before the parties 
sbiil be mamed, that all the ehildrcn by them 
Iwjgotten and bom, shall be bronglit up in the Pro¬ 
testant religion, and herein due wire shall always 
he taken by the overseers of the orT>hans and the 
poor.” 

, Ilow Inippy is the interfmmee of the State in 
matters of religidh. It was profitable to ihc Go¬ 
vernment to suffer their soldiers to marry Eoniau 
Catholics, but the happiness of the mother was to 
be‘ sacrificed. How pleasant to the feelings of a 
mother to remember that she had bound herself 
by oath to give up every pledge of conjugal affec¬ 
tion to be educated in what she believed to be a 
heresy. 

Before leaving this subject it may be as well to 
remark that at this period the Agenqy was far more 
inclined to favour the French priests, who were 
Capuchins, rather than the Portuguese who app(^r 
to have nuido themselves vcr>' disagreeable. Ar^ 
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tkc subject in we extract tbe following 

resohition from the consultations ^ , 

Thursday 4tli April, 1678, Andinregatd 
tbe Town is very muck pestered with tortuguese 
Popish Priests more than in fonner times, it hav¬ 
ing always been the care of the first Agents in this 
pkoe not to suffer those sorts of Priests to inter* 
meddle, or to admit them to have anything to do 
in this To^vn, but %vbolly left the govej^ent.of 
the Koman (kmreh to the tw'o French Capuchin 
Friars Ephmm and Kenon (tor whom tlie Church 
was first licensed to be built)—men that have ever 
behaved themselves with all due respect to the gOr 
venunent of the pi act' Snd the English interest j it 
is therefore thought lit tlmt convcinient opportumt^ 
be taken by de^ees, as they shall give occasion 
through ill behaviour, to remove some of the 
guese Priests out^of the Towm, that them may 
remain more than is necessary to content the in-' 
habitant of that nation and religion, and not such 
a number as u ill be a chaj^ge and burden to them, 
and breed disturbance in the Town.*’ 

The attiludeof the English towards the Na¬ 
tives is strikingly iilustfated by the remai^abie 
train of circum»tanf?es, which followed the " resis¬ 
tance offered by Mr. Master to the intriguing 
demands of Lingapa, This gentleman, as we 
indicated in our last chapter, was Naik of 
Poonamallee, and collected the rents of all the 
siUTouuding jneighbourhood for Lis royal master 
Abou Hassan, king of Golconda. iluringthe^ 
present administration, he seems to have chiefly car¬ 
ried on his intrigues through Cassa Verona, the 
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profitable specoi • j-, i treat upon 
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™1,«« Tci-ona lent a 


natanain an mo 

nnssil®buld 4o, imlcss ^ crona lent Inm a 

rS^" ;< i»-» *»rr, s 

him, *en he promsei 

^ Tli to S wrote another letter eayrng 
Short y after thu. i e w ^ 

that he should return a„.uu «• 

?re?0ftop34r^ 

i&.Go^or toster -as very 

.tlie -aispat^llhe^s I«,igapa ; 

ha< no l„e^cv aekrtewledRerd 

no other aulhonty than {tohlln'^Khan. 

m^iJh avoured to stop the owu^ 
Upon to ^ St. George, 

ihg of pagodas m to.^i t 

Tie wrote antdhcr l^i SnV ii^mt^«t«ay 

'S 't ’.to®*3 33 ™ Mito.p.t».», 

tfii*' with all the chops and stamps for 
to^ithet., with au ^ coiuiuumr 

***ST*tMs'*^nt^^co to the Apwy, an^ was 

Ik.«tb,. tu. j™® 

1 . ' h ' ., ' 





afsTonr or madbas- 11^ 

a^d coiners in till Fort mint ’ 5 <^ere Company’^ sier- 
vants; and that the cliops and stamps were not in 
their custody Imt in the custody of thdr English 
masters* and that consequently the shro^s astd 
codnets could not gD» nor could they take the 
;ehaps and stamps with them, without the pennis- 
. of Mr. Governor Master. Verona also add^> 
imi litigapa was ill advised to set4 ^ot #£ men 
&om Madraspatanam, inasmuch al" they m- 

iMy at tlie command of the English Agency ; for 
both the late king Abdallah Knttub Shah, and 
the reigning king Abou Haasan, had settled the 
command of the Town and Mint upon the Eliglis^ 
in the same way that the latter had possessed it ip 
the time of the Hindoo Bajaih of Ohandragheri, be* 
fore tlie country fell under the dominion of the 
kings of Golcondn.^ ^ r? 

j '■< 

In the followihg month Lingapa came in persdh ^ 

I I . . ,. M II ll.— . III.I i Mi II » .. . 1> 

* ABW^ihr aecident which befsf the Fbrt Hint at ' 
this time be recorded in a note. ** The Coiners in ’ 
the Hiat having melted flown 170 ounces of alloy ^ 
alver -J- oopjjer in ah earthen pot to alloy the gfiki, »na 
having tahen it off the fire, ^jing to pour it into water, 
mixed with cow dung, the aaid pot or crucible of melt¬ 
ed alloy hew all into the air, givip^g a report like a great 
gun, 00 that it hurt many pS^^pear it, and the iienti- 
nele at the doors. It fiew up upt^ the ourtaina, and it 
stuck fast u}xm the walls like small sand of dust. The 
pot it was melted in, and that in which they were pour¬ 
ing it, flow quite away, so that neitlier of could be 
found; and thej* was lost about 4p ounces of tlie alloy, 
the rest being gathered and swoop up as aforesaid. The 
reason of this accident is supposed io be caused by the 
u'ater, into which they went to pour the^ melted alloy, 
not being of a sufficient heat to reoetve it,” 
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from TriValore to Madraspatanan?. Verona taKi m- 
esentJy lost his wife, and Ijingapa ostensiMy wm 
m ix ceremcmious visit to condole wfth him i and 
aocordinuly proceedetl to Veronals garden hoitse 
which was situated outside the town. The em«- 
mony of cohdolenbe being over, Lingapa informed*^ 
Verona that the King of Golconda, and his great 
minishfl^Madana Pant, had revoked the orfers for 
his gomg to court, and had appointed him to stay 
in the country and use all dili^nce in the collection 
and improvement of the kiug^s rents ; and that he 
had reoiived a firmaun in Persian and Gentoo, 
which he showed to Veroni., requiring all the com¬ 
manders of the royal forces in those parts to obey 
his orders. At last after mucli similar discourse, 
hapngpeiscush for its object, he asked Verona why 
Mr. Governor Master took no notice of him, and 
why he had not sent to compliment him. Verona 
replied that he ought to have sent and acmiainted 
the Governor with his coming. “ Wl^, ^ cried 
Lingapa, do yon think he does not Know that 
I am here.” Yes,” answered Verona, no doubt 
he knows it, for he has intelligence of the smallest 
matter; but he is not concealed to notice it, utilcss 
you had first communicated wdih him.” 

Lingapa ikwv changed his tactics. Like a tho¬ 
rough bred Asiatic he began to extol himself, and 
to boost of his great lionours and employments. 
He had, he said, been entrusted with tlic collec¬ 
tion of Wo lakhs of pagodas per afuinm, and he 
wondered that the English Governor should think 
himself in aw way equal to him He was sur¬ 
prised -that Mr. Governor ^ Master, who had 
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lived «D long a ilnie in GnjeraJ;, who uiuler* 
6tood the Mussuliuan language and 
should not ^ve him a peiacusK Ih this sti^aln 
he went on talking until nfldnight, and then on 
taking leave be said tiuit he had^ something stM 
taaore important to import. This was that for the 
futirre he would not accept Veronals own yearly 
present in broad cloths and looking ^ 

that he would have it all in gold chains */%d that 
he must have two hundred pagodas this year more 
than usual, and also a Persian horse, iKMjause the 
English Governor had not made liim any present. 
To this proposal, he i^id, he expected an answer 
in five days, and tbreakned if Verona did nqi 
punctually comply with it, then he would inipedc 
all his business and investments in the country. 
Having thus brought his discourse to an md, he 
departedbeforeday break to return to Poonamallfee, 
and ihence on to Trivalore. 

The above authentic n^ationP furnishes a veiy 
correct illustratipn of the difficulties which the 
English had to contend with in dealing with tho 
Native powers. Cassa Vjsrona died in 1680, and 
then fuilher difficndtics arose, in wliich lingapa 
exhibited his powei nnthentmled immense Ipss on 
tlie Agency. On . ocwion a native officer 
named Shiek Ahmed, came, to Maclraspatanara, 
attended %vith peons^ beating drams and cairying a 
Hag as llavildar. This man (kchired that fie ted 
been aj)])ointcfi to take the conunand of the tr^wn 
Sbi'the king of^Golcoiida. The;Governor^promptly 
scut tln(^ files of soldi^ after him, and brought 
him into the Fort; .^and after examining liint scut 
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him out of the town. Snbseqiul^tly the Bx^hRok 
who superintended the aifairs of the |)Bgii8h at the 
court of Goleonda, advised the A^^ency that a Ha- 
viJdar liad been senC but recommended that he 
should not be admitted. Meantime, our old frieui^ 
Lingapa, stopped the native goods going to MadTaS^iP 
patanam, because the Havildar had not been re- . 
ceived. Jemonstrance seemed to be in vain. Lingapa 
declared that now Verona was dead, he must have 
a rental of 2000 pagodavS for the town, instead 
of the 1200 pagodas paid pxevionaly^ The em¬ 
bargo continued for months and extended to pTO- 
vissions as ivell as goods. <■ Sometimes an armed 
force was marched out of the Port, and obtained 
the goods and provisions by force. In December 
1680, Lieutenant llichnrdson set out for Poona- 
ngilleo at the head of 400 peons and 12 files of 
garrison soldiers, and <‘arricd off a large quantity 
of pTO|>eTty belonging to the Agency, For this ser¬ 
vice all coneeme^^ were rew anled in a way which 
will seem strange in tlie eyes of the present gene¬ 
ration. A silk scarf was given to each of the four 
commissioned officers ; a hogshead of arrack Wiis 
given to the soldiers of the garrison; the chief 
peon got two and a quarter y.nrds of broad cloth ; 
and five pagodas were distributCAi amongst the 
main body of the peons to enable them to have a 
feast worthy of the occasion. 

It is impossible to over-estimate the iroublea 
that bcfel the Agency at this timef The Agency 
even contemplated removing to ^»omc settlement 
ill the Gingee territory, which should be alto¬ 
gether out of the dominions of the king o[ Gbl- 
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oonda. Neither |food, nor fael to cook it couldl 
be Pbtaiwed ; for the inhabitants of the neighbour¬ 
ing villages hftl been expressly ordered by Lingapa 
to sell nothing to the English* Madraspatanam was 
filled with conaplaintSk and even the officers and 
^soldiers of the garrison were reduced to great 
j^traits. , At last, in April 1681^ the brave Lieute¬ 
nant Richardson already mentioned, obtained per- 
xnission from the Governor and council to iiy their 
fortunes in the countiy. We cannot do better than 
extract the narrative of the aftUir from the public 

‘^Saturday, 9th Aijjil, "^681. There being a 
great complaint m the Town for want of 
aipongst the poor, and for want of fuel amongst 
the bSter sort, the Governor ordered the drum to 
l>e beaten almut Town, that such as were in want 
of food or fuel should go and buy it at the neigh¬ 
bouring villages, and if they refused to sell or give 
it they might take it })y forc^e, and should not be 
punished for it, excepting Triplicahe our own 
village. Hereupon the officers and soldiers be¬ 
ing in W"ant> got a Conmany of incii together; 
and Lieutenant Richardson desired the Gover¬ 
nor to peniiit them to try their fortune in the 
country, which he gvanj^h The oixlers ncre 
that whatsoever place they went to they sliould 
first summons the people to carry fuel and 
provisions to town as formerly, and at pre;'ent 
to sell them atmething to satisfy their hunger, or 
if they wmuhl not sell to give it them. If they re- * 
fused all, then flie soldiers might take by force wdiat 
the could lay their hands upon that Avas food or 
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fud; and if the peojde m8|e any j^icttance 
they might fire or pull jdown their honaa$ or 
otherwise olfend them, as they ehouCd find nooea^ 
sary in the actio% With these orders lieute¬ 
nant Kiehardsoti marched out about five o^olodk 
with about fifty soldiers and fifty peons, and oame 
to Condore about sunset, and summoned the people 
of the town, and declared to them hk orders. To 
this the people answered that Lingapfi had foi'bid 
them to carry anything to Ohiimapatanam ^ and he 
could not persuade them to sell or give them any¬ 
thing, not so much as Avater to drink. Wherenp- 
oii tlu^ Lieutenant told them that if they would ob¬ 
serve Lingapa’s order and be safe, he should lutVe 
sent a force to defend them, for he Avas oome with 
u force to compel them to break thoso orders. 
Thereupon after he had iorbom them until 
after midnight, he set the men to take such 
things HS they coufd find, which for the most 
part AVas geeso' in Veronah* hou^e ; and , they 
pulled clown the Poligar’s house, who being con¬ 
scious of his guilt, had fled and hid himself. Ihai 
fellow is tlic watchman of J8t. Thome, TriplicaiiCj 
and Condore, and all th&t part of the counUy j and 
was \eT\ busy in setting his Avatches to stop,the 
goods, and in abusing t^ poor people u}X)a the first 
orders from Lingapa. With this enterprise and 
small booty, the Lieutenant returned with lus m^n 
abotit five o’clock next mormiig. 

“Sunday, 10<\ April, 1681. *The Governor 

sent peons to Tri\atore, Egmorc,^St. Thom^, and 

- -- - - ----- . . . . . . . .. . 

^ ' 

* A reUtioH of the Verona who was dead. 
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the other villagls about us, cledariug to’^Hhe 
inhabitant^ that if they did not send in provi^ 
aions arid fiK# as hei’etoforc, they wonld suffer 
the same fate as Condore ItM done ; hitt doiog 
so, they might remain safe in their houses without 
danger. To v^’^hich they all returned answer, that 
they would come to the Governor in a day or two, 
and send all sorty of things as formerly, 

Lingapa sent a forOe to hinder them, and in 
case they must not suffer from us.** 

It will oceasKm but little stirprise to learn that 
the spirited dffenci? o'^ered by Mr. Streynsliani 
Master to the intrigues of a deceitful native like 
Xingapa, should have excited a strong opposition 
to his measures in the breasts of the Directors at- 
home. Indeed we are sorry to say that the hit^ 
tear exhibited a meanness of spirit, which strongly 
contrasts with the volunteer niovement of our own 
times ; and they were perfectly ViJIing that their 
servants in this countrj^ should suocuinb to eveiy 
petty native chief who chose to insult thoin, or 
who eruleavDured to wcjn'y Ihem into sending 
peiscush. Indeed tht! Directors continually urged 
uj)on the Agency that Fort St/ George ^vas 
only intended for the protection oi the gooils; 
and that the true safety of the Factory de¬ 
pended not upon the strength of their forti- 
h(^ations, hut upon the fmriauns End Cowles 
they might olffain from the pKpees of the country. ^ 
Men like Sir Kj^ward Winter and Idr. Streynsham 
MasU;r could see very plainly, what Clive and Dup- 
leix saw sixty years later, that^an exhibition of 
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force was ntcesmy in all dealii^a with tkafiifeisi. 
Master had ab’eady expcsrienced tbb moral valtie of 
making a vigorous resiatanoe lo th^Mahtaitasiu 
the attack on Surat. ♦ He had felt how mneh the 
English hatl then gained upon the respect of the 
Mogul authorities, by the ilisplay of Anglo-BaXon 
pluck in the hour of danger, itf was anxious to 
carry out matters witli tlie same sti-ong hand on 
the coast of Coromandel, as had already be^ done 
on the coast of Malabar. But in this policy he was 
sysicmaiically o[)]>oscd by the Conrt of jiintetors. 
They attributed all the troulilea which befeh the 
Presidency to his pride amj presumption ; and be- 
(iause it was mf)rally impossible for him to send off 
the ships with tlie usual do.spatch, whilst Madras 
was almost in a state of blockade, they had the 
meanness to ascribe the delay to his being bo much 
engaged in private trade ! In vain Master proiully 
referred to tluj increa.se in the popultdioii and re¬ 
venues of the tovfn during ids administration ; the 
Hirectons declared that the ainoiint was more tlian 
counterbalanced by the increased ex])eiidit<u’e. dur¬ 
ing the troubles. In a ^vord, just moment 
yvhen Master seemed to be on the eve of defeating 
Liugapa, and of iiually placing the foreign relatioiist 
of the settlemeut upon a satisfactory footing, he 
was recalled by the CJourt of Directors j and on the 
3rd dune 1681 we have the aiiuouncemcnt that 
the merchant ship* BengfiF’ from Enghiml ar¬ 
rived in this road,^ whereon came *lhe worshipful 
William ( rifford to take possession of the Agency 
immediately upon his comihg ashore^ which was 
accordingly delivered up to him upon reading his 
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Majesty’s Lctlet and the Honorable Company’s 
Commission/'^. 

The subsai|uent illtreatmeni of Mr. Mast^ Irill 
be noticed in the next chapter. Here we would 
ehiefty glance at an isolated event which oceuwd 
duilng his administration, which is worth noting, 
and which will be found ftxHy described in the fol¬ 
lowing extracts from the consultations ; — 

^‘Monday, 3 st October, 1680. The painters and 
other disafeetcd persons who are withdrawn out 
of town to St, Thomd, gathering gi*eat numbers of 
people together, and giving out threatenings 
figaiiist many people in this town if they do not 
join with them, after tlTe Uentoo maiiner,—it is re¬ 
solved and ordeml to entertain about 100 Tobias- 
ses or JUack rortugimse into pay, the iK^tter to 
guard the Washers, who do as yet stick close to 
their business,^aud are the more to be encouraged 
by reason of their usefulness in whitening the 
cloth at this time, being in the height of that 
business. 

“ And the better to prevent and fnistratc the 
evil designs,of the said mutineers, it is thought fit 
to encourage the raLnters*of the Malabar Coast, by 
appointing them to choose two chief persons 
amongst them, whom the Governor will confirm 
an<l tasheriff; and lasrcaftcr, as opportunity shall 
offer, two chief Painters of the Gentoos also, which 
may prevent any such evil consequences for the 
future.” ^ 

“ Saturday, fith November, 1080. Ilie Painters • 
and others gri^hcred at St. Thome, having sent 
sev(‘-ral letters to the several castes of Gentoos in 
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town, and to sevetal in the Company’s service, as 
dubashes, merchants, washers, s^Lothers, and 
threatened several to murder th^K|l th^ came 
not out to them ; now they have stopped goods 
and provisions coming^’to town, throwing the doth 
off of the oxen, and forbidden the people in all the 
towns about to canry any provisions or wpod to 
Madraspatanmu. 

“ Monday, 8th November. Resolved and order* 
ed that the wives and children of the luerchants^ 
cattamarau men, and coolies, and all others that 
have left the town upon this mutiny of Painters, be 
taken out of their houses ajid driven into the Pa¬ 
goda, as an expedient to bring the men back again* 

“ Resolved and ordered that a party of soldiers 
and peons be sent out to bring as many of the 
mutineers into town as they can lay hold upon, 
and to disperse them so that they may not make 
head again, or at least come not so near as 8t. 
Thome, where they have several times abused our 
towns people.” 

These outrages continued for more than a month. 
At last on the 29th Nov^'mber, procIaSnation was 
mode by beat of drum, that unless the mutineers 
delivered themselves up to the Governor, or to the 
Justices of the Choultry, wjthin ten day®,—all 
their houses, goods, and estate within the juris¬ 
diction of Madraspatanam would be foifeited to 
the Company. Aocordu»gly on the 7th December, 
we fmd this entry Our peons b'fought in the 
t‘hief men of the imitineers from St, I'hom^, who 
were committeil to prison ; and immecliatcly ibis 
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eyening all the lest of them came into town and 
suhmitted themsSyes/^ * 

The only •ther event which is worth noting is 
the appearance of the celebxjited Comet of 1680, 
known as Newton’s Comet, which duly attracted 
the notice of the Agency. Tlie appearance is thus 
recorded in the consultation book : — 

Wednesday, 22nd December, 1680. The 
Biasing star wmch in the middle of the month of 
November appeared about 4 in the morning, in 
the middle of this month (De<Mfmber) appear^ in 
the evening just at the setting of the sun, and docs 
now appear 15 Degrees above the horizon, at half 
an hour after six at nifht, the tail pointing to the 
north-etist 65 Degrees long/’ 

This Comet is of peculiar interest, inasmuch as 
it first attracted the attention of Newton to come¬ 
tary astronomy ^ and it was with reference to it 
that the law of gravitation was first applied in the 
calcidation of a Comet’s orbit. • 



lU 


IIWOBY OF MAOJlAS, 




CHAPTER Vt 

Ui 

©OtKIlNOESHlF OF MU. WILLIABt GTFFOED. 

1G8I>—1087, 

The advent of a new Governor,—“ our too easy 
Agent Gyiford/’ as the Directors snbse<|uenily 
called him,—naturally led to something very like 
a revolution in the Madras Fresiderwy. Like Air. 
Mastei*, the new Governor had enjoyed a consider¬ 
able amount of commercial experienai. Ten years 
previously he had been appointed Deputy Governor 
of the settlement at Bombay, and had been subse¬ 
quently sent across the Bay of Bengal to open a 
trade at Tpnquin. But he seems to have been far 
more easy going and subservient than Master; and 
he was prepared to yield to the demands of native 
chiefs like Liugapa, rather than offer any amount 
of resistance. About the time of his appointment, 
however, a change had come over the Directory at 
Home, Mr. Josiah Child had been elected Chair¬ 
man to the Boi\rd ; the llrst man in England who 
appeared to h^ve formed a just conception "of what 
ought to be the relations between the English and 
the Natives in this country. The sharp, ari)i- 
trary, ana decisive letters, sent at this time to 
the different Agencies suiiiciently jmmifest his 
overbearing spirit ; but bitter and insulting as 
they were, the trade of the Go&pany ffourisUed ^ 
greatly under his regime, and the most distant 
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Ag^cies were in awe. His poliey my be 
indicatc«l in ^ fe# words. To put down all j^vate 
trade on the gart of the Compajiy’s servants in any 
of the articles which the (^mpany dbose to re»' 
serve to itself. To put do^ all Interlopiug and 
lateriopers of any kind whatever. To raise such 
a revenue from the Native inhabitants of the Com¬ 
pany’s town, as should defray the charges of the 
fortifications and garrison. Lastly, to establish a 
strict obedience to all orders, whatever, whetiw?r 
os regards the trade or as regards the private ad¬ 
ministration, which might be transmitted from 
home. 

In carrying out all tllese objects, excepting one, 
Josiah Child could not have found a better Ag^. 
than Strejmsham Master. But that one was in the 
eye of the celebrated Chairman, the most import¬ 
ant of them all. Master was quite ready to put 
down Interlopers of every description, by any 
means within his power, foul as^wcll as fair. He 
was also perfectly ready to levy a tax from the 
native inhabitants of Madraspatanain. He was 
indeed char^jed with bringing the town into trouble; 
but, as we Hxall preseutlj^ see, his policy, in this 
direction was precisely the same aa that of Child, 
though, as it was directly opposed to the general 
policy of the Directors, it was found convenient at 
the time to bring it forward as one of the ariiclee 
of charge. Again, he was accused of biang impH- 
cated in private dealings, but we think he might 
have been forgiven, if he had been only altentive 
to the temper of the man with whom he had to 
deal. But he was disobetlient to orders; and es- 
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pecially he resented the rnsnltiii^lettetsi of^&hild. 
He stood too much upon his akn ^^gnily, and 
boasted too much of his own services! In an evil 
hour he engaged in^n unequal combat with his 
superior, and he fell the victim of a prkle which 
has ruined thousands. 

But notwithstanding this ciTor, the error of 
many a high and noble heai't which has subse¬ 
quently been broken by the keen sense of wrong, 
—the conduct of the Company towards the fallen 
Governor was disgraceful in the extreme. The 
natives, thinking him a ruined man, poured in 
their charges in thousands. He was thrown into 
prison until the claims a^^ainst him were settled. 
He was literally hunted to death in a spirit which 
has been but too often manifested in this Presi¬ 
dency. His health suffered and his memory fail¬ 
ed Mm. He found resistance was useless, and at 
last gave in, and yielded to ail demands. Eight 
months after his rf?call he returned to Europe, a dis¬ 
graced and to all appearance a broken hearted man. 

Meantime Mr. Gyfford was endeavouring to 
make peace with Lingapa, and to get ^ new Cowle 
from the king of Golcouda. Lingapa, seeing 
that the Agency was at his mercy, now attempted 
to thwart the English in every possible way, so as 
to enhance the value of the peislicush, which would 
have to be given to him ultimately as the price of 
his friendship. He protected the Interlopers, who 
at this time w^ere beginning to swa^in along the 
coast. As this matter has already been sufficiently 
discussed, it will be sufficient to *:iay that .some 
7000 pagodas were subsequently sent to Lingapa, 
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OH tke condition Ikiitthe Interlopers skoiiid be no 
longer proteeifed nd that a new cowle for the dis¬ 
trict of Mndraspatanam was hnaily obtaml^ 
the king of Golconda, at the j^vious rate of 1200 
pagodas per annum. This event, w^hich we have 
somewhat anticipated, is thus recorded in the con¬ 
sultations :— 

“Monday, 12th N^ovenibei?, 1683. Tliis aftet^ 
noon at four o’clock, the Agent and Council 
(Ijeing attended with the Factors and Writers, the 
Company’s merchsints and two companies of sol¬ 
diers) went to the Hon’ble Company’s new Garden 
house to receive tlie king of (imconda’s hrmaun j 
after which, at the drinking of the king of 
Oolconda’s health, there was fired three vollies 
of small shot, and thirty-one great guns. When 
the CAjretnony was ended, the messenger that 
brought the firniaun attended upon the Agent to 
the Foit, where at drinking a health to Madana 
and Accaiia, the Chief Ministers oftState, there was 
one volley more of small shot fired, and so tlie mes¬ 
senger was dismissed^for the present.” 

The adminj^tration of Mr. Gyflbrd, though toler¬ 
ably full of domestic interesCs, is somewhat wanting 
in connection with the general history of India. 
During his administration the last w*ar broke out be¬ 
tween the Great Mogul and the kingdoms of Bija- 
pore and Golconda, which terminated in the final fail 
of these two powers ; and we find some applica¬ 
tions from Golconda for the assistance of the Eng¬ 
lish against the Great Mogul. But these requests 
seem to have beini declined or cvad('tl, and the 
Agency w as little disturbed by external events 
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until the latter part of Mr. Gy^rd’a-govemioeiit. 
Under these circumstances wt iiav^ arranged in 
ehronoftgicai order, some of the^most interest¬ 
ing extracts we coul4 hnd in the consultation books 
of this period, illustrating them when necessary by 
extracts from the general letters received from 
home. The very abruptness of some of these ex* 
tracts will convey to the reader a better idea of the 
original records than the most elaborate introduc¬ 
tions in the workl. 

** Monday, 5th June, 1682. '^Thomas Burreit 
having most impiously in his cups diunk a health 
to the Pevil, the Agent and Council have thought 
fit (in rc^gard to his crime'is so notorious, and of 
so black a dye) to order him to run the Oantiope, 
and to remain in prison until an opportunity of 
ships presents to send liim away from hence to be 
an example, and to deter others from committing 
m’imes so hellishly wicked.*’ 

“ Thursday, *-29th .Tune. Mr. James Whee¬ 
ler coining (from Madapollam) to the Fort 
without leave from the Ageftt^and it Wng con¬ 
trary to the orders made by Mr, Master in anno 
1679, it was thought fit, inasmuch as he was very 
jjenitent and sorry for his contempt of said orders, 
and did promise never to be guilty of the same 
offence again, only to give him u severe check and 
reprehension/* 

“Tuesday, llih July. The sea having for 
about 10 days past encroadied upon this town, 
and we, hoping ns it is usud, that it would retreat 
again of itself, Ibrlmre any remedies to keep it off; 
but now tliat instead of its losing it mightily 
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ground iip^ U 9 , and that witliout a speedy 
course be taken tne town will run au apparent ha¬ 
zard of bcin^ swallowed up, for it lias under¬ 
mined even to the very walls,^and so deep that it 
has eaten away below the very foundation of the 
town,—and thle great bidwark next to the sea side, 
without a speedy alid timely prevent km, will cer¬ 
tainly, in a day ox two Inoxe, yield to its violence • 
it is thercifore ordered forthwith that the drum be 
beat to call all -coolies, carpenters, smiths, 
3 :)eons, and all other workmen, and that suih- 
cient materials be providecl, that they may 
work day and night to eiideavour to put u stop 
to its fury ; for withoill eficetual means be used 
in such an cmineMt daasiger and exigenry, the town-, 
garrison, and our own lives, considering all the 
foregoing (ircumstanccs, must needs be very 
hazardous aiul insecure®' 

'the foregoing curious account is further explain^ 
•edby the following extract from 4 ^ General Letter 
from England, dated 31st May, 1CS3 :—We take 
notice of the- great irjlindation that endangered our 
Town and Egrt, Wcl we w ould have you endeavour 
lo prevent such future accklents by laying such a 
ileep and strong foundation with chunam, as you 
mention, that may be sufUeieut in all human proba¬ 
bility to prevent damage by any such accident 
hereufter. And in all other respects wc would have 
you to strengthen and fortify our Eort and Town 
by degw.s, th^- it may be tcnible against the as- 
simlt of any Indian Prhtpe and the Dutch power of 
India, if we shoald happen to have any dill’erenoe 
with them hereafter. But we must needs desire 
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you so 1o contrive youi* hiisiju?«>s (but Avitli iiM 
j^cntloness) thnt tlie iuliabitants may pay the Ml 
diar| 2 :c of all repairs and ftu’tificaiions, -vvho tlo 
live easier under oii^* (ioveminent than under any 
(lovcrnmenl in Asia, or indeed under any (Jovern" 
ment in the known part of the world. Their say- 
in «5 they pay customs is a IVivolmiS objection, ami 
Mates only to their security at sea under our Pass¬ 
es, and under the ti;uns of our Port in pori ; but 
the stTon«; fortifyinjif of the town, etc., and the rais- 
iufip new works is a .*ii*(*urlly to th<*ir lives, houses* 
wive.*^, and childTeu, and all that beloi)«'s to them,'* 

We return to the eoiiMiltalion book. 

‘‘Monday, 1 7th Jidy, 'ir»82* The ship “Re¬ 
solution” luuin^' arrived in this road, Mr. .Tohu 
Littleton and J\lr. Slauo'hier L(‘e eanu^ ashore and 
lirougkt a letter from tlu' (’ajitaiu iutimnlin«; tliat 
it was the Company’s order that two of the f'cmneil 
should repair on board ship. Jn compliauee thereto 
Air. 'Fimothy Wi^kc-s and Mr. .lolni Bii^ri^ (third 
and Ibudh members of eouneil) went, and a small 
time after retuniin*; n^rain bSop^'ht with them the 
Honorable (.'ompany’s pa(‘quet and* other lettius 
sealed up in a baji:, wlih'h we re inunediaUdy opt'm5tl 
and the Honorable Company’s letter to the Fort 
perused ; aiidlinding* in the 2d parajri’aph the Com¬ 
pany’s positive ord('r eon(‘erninj^ Mr, Bridgta* (se- 
eoud member of eonneil), he uas a<‘quaiuied wdih it 
and the charge ap;amst him. To tin* tivst he quietly 
subinitied ; to the bud be confessed tJiat he did sctkI 
diamonds and })earls to Erj<i;]and, but prote.st<‘(l it 
was not for Ibe hiere of saving* thV 2 per cent, Imt 
lor some utluu' material reasons, Rut jh to the 
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biifsinoRs of Jntcdopin" Alley, he avowed he was 
wholly innocent. The and Oatincil )iot- 

withstaudingwniuiediatcly ordered Mr. ifohn Nick$ 
and Mr. John Littleton, ini^bers of the (louncil, 
—John VVillcox, Secretary*—Mr. John Stables and 
Mr. Henry Alford, Factors,— and the Captain of 
the Guard,—to go forthwitli Mr. Bridgets 
lion sc, and to s(*al up his papers and other efects 
which ttiey should tiiid there. Which they im¬ 
mediately did i)ut in execution, having put the 
Hononible Company’s seal ujkhi his counting 
house and diesis, where any papers, acjcounts, or 
other valuable cffcels were fomul; whidi being 
])erfoTme<l they all returned to the Fort, and gave 
the Agent am I CJouncil an account of what tiiey 
had done,” 

J'iie onlcr wliieli led^o the above avbilrary pro- 
cmling, was conveyed ni a General letter, is dated 
London, 18th November, 168], and bears the sig¬ 
nature of Josiali (3iild. But weii without the 
name it would be impossible to niivStake the writer. 
Th(‘, following will be found iuterestiug 

from its ndcmnice to Mr. Afaster as well as to the 
srnhlcu arrest of Mr. Hridgjtw ;— 

“ By the Sampson” we rcceiveil our late Agent 
Master and Couneirs letters of the 13th of 
September uiul SOtli of December, in n%icli he 
follows his ohl strain of errors, pride and of- 
f(Micc, which we shall not further endeavour to 
confute or con«incc him of; but leave him now 
at his givab'i* leisure, freed from the teinpta- * 
tion and incuifibraiiec of Unit grcatue^ss and 
inmiciisity of gains, which our bounty had confer- 
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jped upon liiiii, to recollect himself, and consider, 
whether he did well or wkdy for himself, or 
honestly by us, «» 

* We hare seldom observed snob peremptorinessy 
in sevvmrtSi but tet length we find it accompanieel 
with iidulelity, j|^ lately in Mr. Joiin Bridger, 
whom we hare discovered to liold correspondence 
with the late Irfterioper Alley, and also to send 
over great <pianiities of diamonds, pearls, etc. in 
the ship Sampson/* unregistered, contniry not 
only to his trust, but the oath he took of a 
freeman, before Ids going to India ; an<i there¬ 
fore we do hereby n^quitn you upon first sight 
of this oui' order forthwith to seize all his books, 
pa|)ers, money, anil e'lfeets that you can meet w'ith 
in India, and send him aiwt all his books and 
pa])(-*r.s home to ris fleav^ him copies of them) 
by this year’.s slapping, and to dispose of his 
money and elfects in tlio C(>nnlry to his bcvSt ad¬ 
vantage, but briicg the prmjtHil of them into our 
cash, ivhich sliallliv* duly accompted to him, upon 
clearing of his account with 

To return to the constitution book* 

“ Wcflnesday, iJJih'’ HejTtfMnbor, 16S3. The 
Agent having notice of an Interloper lying in Tuti- 
corin Buy, immediately sent for the (’onncil to 
consult-nbout it; tln^ rrsull, of which was to send 
two persons thither forthwith to see who it might 
be, with orders if should prove an Interloper to 
impede and obstntei him in nil pOx«yible. In 
order to which there was a letter sent of this date 
to the Chief and Oouuoi! of the ttutch there, cau¬ 
tioning them not b) be asssistiug to them *, tind 
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that it would be to their prejudice if they did. 
Likewise orderea them to go on board and read 
his IMujesty’s^roclamation to them, and to entice 
his men away if he should prove refractory, and 
so disable him by that means! Upon which 
account it was ordered that pagodas 500 be sent 
with them, to be distributcid amongst those that 
should comply, wuth farther promises of greater 
preferment if they would come to^ the Fort and 
serve there.” From a subsequent entry we learn 
that before the amval of the Company’s ofiicers, 
the Interloper liad set sail for Bengal. 

The following extrads from a. letter written by 
Mr. Child to Mr. Gynord, dated '* London, Ijth 
October, 1682,” will throw some light upon the 
progress our ancestors were making in the midter 
of costume in the reign of Charles II ;— 

You will fyid in a list of goods one article for 
shifts of all sort-s, wlrich 1 would have you look upon 
as a matter of great conceniment»to the company ; 
being the only way 1 know to introduce the using 
of calico for thjii^^urpose in all these northiwn 
parts of tlie#rorIu ; and therefore 1 most earnestly 
recommeod to you to pro^de 200,000 shifts ready 
made of tlie strongest sorts of calicoes, some finer 
and some coarser, and be sending them as fast as 
vou can. 

L(3t some of the coarser sort, for seamen’s 
and ordinary people’s use, be of strong blue cloth ; 
and some wliic for the like ordinary use ; others 
wiute middling, for • citizens and middle sorts of 
peo[)lc ; and ^me fine enough for ladies and 
gentlewomen. If some be wrought on the Iweasts, 
atid cm the ^dccves, and in the collar with needle- 
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work, tho price liere will suflicipitly pay for the 
work and cost thei*e, where iahour nntl art at‘e so 
cheap. Take spetdal care that the atwin^ he very 
^ood, and all the cl<|th strong in its kind, as well 
fine as coarse.”* * 


The following curious incidents we shall extract 
from the consultation books. TJiey rcfci’ in tin? 
first place to the establishment of the Mmlras Hank, 
an institution which was in reality started in the 
reign of (^luirles II, though it is popularly referri'd 
to tint governorship of Lord William Bentiuck iti 
the first decade of the present century. Next fol¬ 
lows the proc(‘e(lings that were taken to prevent the 
cx])ortation of slaves from this Brosidency ; aufl 
after that, we find an account of the establishment 
of a Court of Adminilty, in the jdaee of the High 
("^onrt of Judicalure eslablisJied in the governorship 
of Air. Strevnshnni AfasUu’. But we leave the ex- 

t 

tracts to tell their own .story. 

“Thursday, 21st June, 10S3. The Houorahle 
Company having sent us a few with reference to 
the Natives, as also an Order tin; raising of a 
Bank of money to the vrliio of one himdred tliou- 
sand pounds sterling at six ])er ce nt, it is orderi^d 
that the first he translaUnl into Fewtuguese, 
Gen too, Alalabar, and Moons, and proclaimed so¬ 
lemnly by beat of drum, and afterwards set upon 
the (iates ; as also our declaration for the weighing 
of what monies shall be brought in ij^pon the latter, 
to be likewise translated into the above language.^, 
and also set upon the Oates, a copy wdiereof is as 
tbihnveth . — 


“ r»v the Jlonnrable La I India 

■ 


('omyaiiy's 
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order, we, tlie Aj^ent and ('ouneil of Fort Saint 
Ueorgo, do hemby publicly declare* unto all per¬ 
sons whatevei^ that vve will at aiiy time take up 
and receive what sums of i^ioney soever shall bo 
brought to us, at six per cent per annum Interest, 
for six or twelve mouths time, or any other longer 
tmn of years, but not less than six months, nor to 
exceed the time we sliali agree for; and we shall 
for the belter security of such persons that sluill so 
kt out t[>eir money, give our rmnpt for the same 
under the llon’Ide Company’s seal.” 

“ Momlay, 18th Bijptember, 1 ^583. There being 
great number of slaves ^yearly cxporttKl from this 
])lare, to the great grievance of many persons 
wdiosc childri^n arc \ cry commonly privately stolen 
avvav from them, by those who are constant traders 
in this way, the Agent and CouiK'il considering the 
scandal tliat mi^il accrue to the (loveninient, and 
the gTcai loss that many parents may undergo by 
such actions, have ordered that more slaves be 
sent off the shore again.’* 

“ Momlay, 1 jyjijfovembcT, IffSS. Au OrdcT 
in ICiiglish, i^ortnguese, Gciitoo, and Malabar, for 
the prevtjnting the transportation of this country 
people by sea and making them slaves in other 
couutri(‘s, was read and }mst and ortlcred to be 
lumg up in four public jdacos of this toun. The 
contents are as followcth;— 

Whereas formerly there hath been an ill ous* 
tom in this plicc of shipping off this couiuiy peo- 
jd(*, and making 1 bent slaves in other strange couii- 
We, tlMTctbre, tlie present Governor am) 
(V)uneil of Fort St. (J(‘org<’., have taken the same 
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into onr serious consideration, aiul do hereby order 
that, for the fifture, no such thing be done by any 
pc'nson whatsoever, resident in this pkioe. And we 
do liereby also stric% command all onr officers 
by tbe water side, w^hether they be English, Portu¬ 
guese, or Gentoos, to do their utmost endeavours to 
prevent the same; or else suffer such punishment, 
cither in body or goods, as we shall tliiiik fit to 
inflict upon them. And if any person, being an 
inhabitant of this Town of Madrnspatanain, shall 
hereafter presume clandestinely to do anything 
contrary to this our order, by shipping such slaves 
of tfiis countand it be proved against him,—ho 
shall pay for ever}" slave so shipped off or sent 
an ay, fifty pagodas, lo he recovered of him in the 
Choultry of Madraspatanara ; one-third for tbe 
use of the Honourable East India (‘Ompany, one- 
third to the poor, and one-third fo the informer.’* 
“Thursday, 10th July, lfl84. The Honorable 
Company having advised us in their Genend 
Letter, dated the IHh of August, 1683, that a 
Judge Advocate should soon hither for the 

hearing and determining of all suiki and causes 
under this Government,* with the assistance of two 
merchants, and also sent us a copy of his Majesty's 
new charter orderiug the said promdings, which 
occasioned the silencing our former Court of 
Judicature, and has given great dissatisfaction to 
the creating raanv disturbances and complaints 
for justice, to the discredit and<«lisgUBt of mir 
Goveiiimciit; and though tlu? Honorable Company 
have in that General appointi’d tffeir Prcsifleut to 
supply the place of Judge Advocate tilt ho shall 
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wiTive; yet havin^ no directions for tlioae proceed- 
ami bcinj^unac(iuaiiitcd with the methods 
thereof, it is thought and agreed to bo of absolute 
iiwcssity to the peace, justicj, secuiity, and honour 
of this Govemmetii, that the old Court of Judica¬ 
tion be organized, and that causes be heard and ^ 
decided tliei^ by Jurors as formerly, by the autho¬ 
rity of tlie first cluurter, till the Judge Advocate 
shall arrive, or wa proliibit further proceedings 
therein.” Subsequently a Judge Advocate ivas 
sent out, and a Court of Admiralty was established. 
TLis new^ C^ourt aaperseded the Court previously 
Jjcld in tlie Chapel, in which the Governor acted 
ns Judge, and twt‘lve* jurymen were sworn in. 
I’he principal object of this new Court the 
summary punislimcut of Interlot^crs. 

The next important event in the history of the 
Presidency, was the attempt miule to levy a house 
tax which should serve to defray the expmees of 
the fortifications an^l cluirges of (J^c garrison. Mr. 
Strcynslnun Master had actually succeeded in lov^ - 
iiig some such ataA and this very circum.staucc 
formed the grotfUom one of ilie charges which the 
natives preferred against him on the arrival of Mr. 
Cyfiord. The new Governor had accordingly re¬ 
in itted the tax; but was subsequently compelled, 
much iigainst his inclination, to levy one in its 
])laee. As efu*ly as the 2Uth September, lfi82, 
Mr. Josiah Child had written to the Agency as 
follows :— ^ ^ 

. ‘‘ Our meaning as.to the revenue of the town is ^ 
that one way oi»another, by Dutch, Portuguese, 
iur Indian methods, it should be brought to defray 
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at l(3nst tlie whole constant charge of the place, 
which is essential to all govemm^ts in the world. 
People protected ought in all parts ofijhc universe, 
in some way or other^to defray the charge of their 
protection, and preseiratioTi from wrong and vio¬ 
lence. The manner of raising which i*eventie we 
shall Icnye to your discretion, as may b(i most 
agreeable to the humour of that people/’ 

This order was frequently repeated, and the re¬ 
sults will be found described in the following cx- 
iracts from the consultation books :— 

Thumlay, l lth August, 1681, We have 
also consulted several ways for the improving the 
revenues of this town, dnd contributing to the 
charge of %valls, etc,; necessary buildings for the 
conveniency and security of the inlmbitants. Upon 
which wc have agreed to propose levying of a 
small tax amongst them to be paid monthly, which 
if they so oppose, as formerly, that wc cannot be 
successful therein^ then to offer it as a voluiitary 
contribtitioii to all the inhabitants in this lown, 
both English, Portuguese^ (itmtoos, 

which possibly may have a bctiCTififec^t upoti their 
wilful tempers ; but to press and receive the 
500 })ago(las per annum, which was three years past 
promised by the scverfil eastes of the (leuiooa to¬ 
wards the charges of the, gaa’isoii.” 

“ Thursday, 21st August, 1084.. The several 
lieads of the castes of the town inhabitants were 
seikt for to mind them of their prgmiswid supply 
towards the charges of the garrison, who sent us 
word this not being a good day,«they desired we 
would cx(‘usc their coming till to-morrow.’’ 
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On the following Monday the promised inter¬ 
view took place. The heads of the castes pleaded 
that they had lived in Madraspatanam near fdrty 
years free from such imp^itions, and moreover 
that they had constantly paid customs. They were 
told however that if they could not ob^^ the Com¬ 
pany’s law, they had liberty to sell their houses 
and remove where they pleased. At last after 
much persuasion they agreed to pay annually nine 
fanams for every great house, six fanams for every 
.small house, and three fanams for every little round 
house." Tiie degree of success which attended 
this arrangement will appear in our next chapter. 

following event is perhaps the most inter¬ 
esting which can be found in the records - of this 
period. On the 6th February, 1685, Charles II 
had passed away to his fathers, and James 11 was 
proclaimed king. The news reached Madras in 
tolerable speed for those days ; for six months after 
the death of ilie king, we find tha following graphic 
description of the proclamation of his successor in 
the consuUati()rnipfes of Fort St. George. 

Thursety, Aoth August, 1685. No Consulta¬ 
tion. This morning out dread sovereign king 
James the Second was proclaimed with this fol¬ 
lowing solemnity. 

“ The w^hole Council, with the Commanders of 
Ships, and the rest of the Bight Honorable Com¬ 
pany’s servants and English Gentlemen inhabi¬ 
tants of the cify, came to attend the President at 
the Garden house, in a handsome equipage ou# 
horseback. After that came Peddy Naik with his 
p<‘ons, find llic chief merchants, with great number 
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of tbo iiiliabitmit« of tlio Gciitoo town^ «U in arms^ 
bringing with them also elepUaufes, kettle dnims, 
and the country me^ic. l^xom thence we set 
forward wdth this Company of people 

through the Gentoo town, the houses and streets^ 
being adorned all the way, I’eddy Naik’s the 
chief mcrelmnts, and'Gen too inhabitants went first; 
elephants canying our flags, the, kettle drums and 
music playing Ijeforc them. After that went I ^ 
English tnimpcls with silk banners, and 6 hautboys.* 
all in red coats, phaying by turns all the way. Mi', 
Coventry (Clerk of our ("ourt) on liorseback, bare 
hearled and wuth his sword draw n, carried the pro~ 
clauiatioii in his Kaucl openj Tlten the Presicinjt 
and Council, and the rest of th(; English gentlemen? 
went ip due order. The troop was commanded 
and led by the President, ]\lr. Thomas Lucas, (h)r» 
net; and the rear was brouglit up by Mr., Elihu 
Yale. Autl when \vc came to enter the garrison at 
the Choultry Gate, (one of tlm diicf entrances 
into the dty), thera was in readiness thrae com{)lete- 
eompanies of soldiers, and principal 

guese, to receive the Prcsi(lcai7*1iid (^lomkcii, and 
other English gentlemenwho mardied before them 
to the Port Cate, Sea Cate, and back to the 
Choultry Gate, (three of the pj'iticipal ])laces of the 
city ); at all jrhich places the proclamation was 
njad l)y Mr. Coventry, all persons being uncovered 
and their swordvs drawn. The pnxilamation ended 
with great shouts and joyful acclamations, crying 
** God bless king James Second”, and at every place 
of reading there was a volley of *small shot, the 
trumpets sounding, and hautboys playing. Which 
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clone, the President, etc. rctiimed in the same carder 
to the Garden h^nsc, the great guns both of the 
Fort and T^wh tiring alL the way ; and after 
that all the Exirope and ^nntry ships did the 
like. And soon after the President, etc., were re** 
turned, the Persian and Siam ambassaciors, with 
great state and a iiumeraus retinue, came to con^ 
gratulate our solg^ty, and,to bring their good 
wishes for his Majesty’s prosperous reign ; who 
after some small stiiy, being handsomely saluted 
and treated according to their quality with a 
banquctj^nusic, and dancing, they took leave and 
departecl to their houses with great satisfaction. 

then a generfd ftivitation being made, we 
drank his Majesty’s health and long and hal^y 
reign; and at night there was bontires and fire- 
works, ^'herewith this solemnity ended.” 

AVith this event we close the present article. It 
was our original intention to give a history of the 
administration of one Governoiiin a single? issue ; 
but as wc proceed the matter grows upOn us, and 
wc now find it imeA^y to separate the accounts 
of Mr. Gytiprd"fmo two parts, of which we ho]^e 
to present om* readers wkh the second portion m 
our next chapter. 
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CirAPTEU Vll 

QOVERNOnSHIP 0| Mil. IVJLLIAM OYFFORl). 

(Concluded.) 

1C)81-«16S7, 

The concludiTig j^ears of JV!h^Gylford's adminis^ 
tratioii arc marked, not only by events of domestic 
interest, but by incidents which find a place in the 
annals of J udia. Before how(^ver reviewing these 
last particulars, it will be atlvisable to complete the 
sc'i'ies of extracts connnenced in our last issue, so 
far as they illustrate the Internal histoiy of ihc 
settlement in Madraspatanam. 

Our first extract \vil4 <'xhibit the Govemriient 
mode of treating those civil servants of tins Agency, 
who chose to deviate from th(i paths of morality 
and good manners. 

“ Thursday, 2!>d April, 1085. "Whereas it hath 
been suilieicntly testified to us, the Ih'csidcnt and 
Council of hVirt St. (.rcorgc,^iat Ibonias (diild, 
Company’s Factor, hath been gutt^J of.most exces¬ 
sive drinking, swearing, ocursing, and divers other 
tli^orders and contcanpt of government, so that we 
esteem him not fit for any Christian or civil so¬ 
ciety ; and when also upon examination we find 
that himself and Charles Carr, anoilu?i* Factor, 
have impudently reflected very dishonorably and 
scandalously upon ihe iVcsich^nt and others ; - We 
^ do agree and think it very couvcnieiA., not only not 
to admit either of them to go of GoimoiJ for iViamau 
(in Sumatra), as was intended them, but that both 
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of them he confinetl to thcii' chambers ; and that 
they shall have nithiug given them to eat or drink 
but boiled riq|: and water, acconling to the rules 
in such cases established ; land that none shall be 
suffered to come near them, to supply them with 
other provision, or to be corrupted by the vile con¬ 
versation of Thomas Child, or encouraged by 
either of them to the like j|spntempt of their 
superiors ; and this punishment we have thought 
lit to iiiilict upon them shall continue till we ahall 
perceive a sensible repentance in them, and that 
the)' do make a ]mblic acknowledgment of their 
offences, and beg forgiveness of the ])crsons they 
have so maliciously aiffl wronglully abused, with 
unfeigned engagements never to commit the like, 
that w*c may restore tiiem to iheir fonuer privileges 
and give them the employment we designed for 
tffem, or such other as wc may find them capable 
of, or esteem them to dc^serve. And this our order 
is to be set up in tin; Hall or Dijiing Hoorn in the 
l'V)rt, and a copy thta'cof given to each of the said 
offending persons,^ the, intent that tliemseives and 
all others in^t]#Tiight Honorable Company’s ser¬ 
vice may know the cai*se and justness of their 
punishment.” 

“ Sifaturday, 11th April, Jlcccived a Petition 
from Thomas Child and Charles Carr, tlu, con¬ 
tents as folloiveth. 

“ To the Honourabk William Cyffobd, Esq.^ 

Fyeudent \nd Gqvernor of Fort St. Giorge. 

May it y)lea«i your Honour. Whereas your Pc- 
titioiKi’s whose names arc underwritten, being 
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sonsibk of the many enormities which have beeti 
committed against your Hoiimir, etc., and out 
of a deep sense of our crimes, w^ lnunl)ly im¬ 
plore your goodness^ that you would voiutl»- 
safe to pardon ami pass by these heinous crimes, 
confessing and very avcU knowing your ads are 
very ^cjuitable and just in con lining us to o\ir 
ehambm, nay mcrqiful too, the least of wliioh w^e 
do not in the least desi^tve ; but having inti’ili- 
gcnce that your-TTouour intcnd.s a public paper, 
to be set up in the Hall, which will coitainlv tend 
to the utter destmction of your poor Petilioticrs ; 
our humble request is, that yo^ir Honour will 
condescend so far, a^ nch to expose your said 
poor iktitioricrs to public view, which pap(*r 
(iliough justly) must inevitably do : wlicndbre 
wc hiiiubly beseech you tliat your Honour will re¬ 
call your order for setting uj) the said pa})v'r, affd 
permit UvS to conu^ in your presence, mul humbly 
acknowledge our^eU'cs offemlcj’s as in tin* said 
paper is inserted aguiiiht us. 

Tour hiij ||)le Iktitioners 
Thomas ChilbIT^af^lks ('abu.” 

We learn from a sub.swptciit dido iliat IVti- 
tion was favourably considered. 

The following curious inciilcnt which ocrnirrcd at 


Eniiore, with referente to a «^!oop bound from Mad- 
nis toSuinaira, willinterrst our local anticpiarians. 
“ Sunday, 10th Wav, 1085. Ibecivcti this joorn- 

^ J 4 . ' 


ing a hstier from William Dixon, J\Iaster of the 
, sloop “James” front i.nnorc,,, dated this day, ad¬ 
vising that he was forced to put iu»-lhcre, the.sio(»p 


being so leaky, tltat tlay pumped every ghuis. 
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Upon whidi the President and Council ordered 
ihe Secretary to%ritc him answer to his letter, and 
order him tgtride as near Kniiore Bar as he could, 
that th(3y would send two Alfissula’s to unlade the 
coals, and that then ho should carry her into that 
lliver, and when that was done he should receive 
further orders. 

‘ Wednesday, 20th May, IC85. This morning 
AVilliain Dixon, Master of sloop “ James,** arrived 
here from EnnortJ, who gives an account that the 
sloop \va3 got into with that IU\er,tbat all her stores 
iuid coals were landed, and that upon bring of a 
gun, the pow’der that#"as under the cahin abajft, 
look fire, and blow up her deek. Two Bngli^* 
men were killed and several La.'^ears wounded, but 
how the accident hajipencd is not knowm, the two 
men that are de.u] Ix-ing the only persons about 
the powder,” • 

Seven imnilhs afterwards, i^aincly on the 4th 
January this sloop wais still in Ennoro 

jiUCT, as we learn ^in tiu* following entry of that 
date:—NotwiU'iiTOiKiing w‘<‘ have so often cn- 
deavouriid tS g(‘t tin* sloyp “.lames” out of the 
Jilnuore IUvct, we have iit>t been able to do it for 
wvant of water u]mu the Bar, oeeasiuned by reason 
of dry weather.” 

4 - 

The ToilowinJ IViition from Dr. Heuthfndd, 
dated 201h May, l(bS5, will throw some light on 
the pros})(^cts ^of the Company's Surgeoiis in the 
olden time. * 

“ To the HoiMe^FrestJenl and CounciL 

May it jilcasc your Honour and Council, it was 
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ill ilie yenr 1673 that I was taken prisoner hy the 
Hutch, with the ship Presuleiit, wliicli ti!me 1 
underwent many hurdsliips, besides the totid loss 
of what it had pleased tiod to licstow upon tne, 
bv my endeavours in hvc years before in the 
lion’bJe Company’s Service ; and after iny con- 
hnement I was then received into the Ilou’blfi 
Conipany^s semee aj^aiu as Surgeon at ■Mechlepa- 
tam and Madapollarn ; and after seven year's 
service there, was called up to lliis jdace (Madras) 
where 1 have served as Surgeon upwards of 
four years : my experinu-n in this time, and ob¬ 
servations I June made upon t^ Honorable Com¬ 
pany’s adairs, 1 humbly cbnccnc have rendered 
me capable of sen iug them in another station, 
which I am desirous of, in ho]>cs of future prt'fcr- 
meut, and knowing that it has Inxm the custom of 
your Honoiu', etc., and other nations to alter the 
(iinployment of their servants. 1 then'fore hum¬ 
bly beseech yourdlonour, etc, i.o n'ceive me as a 
T actor, and to give me winit mnployinenfi^'ou ‘Imll 
think suitable for me : w here^‘ lv nil brhave and 
deport myself with tiiat fidelity, eiwe, aud dili¬ 
gence, that my future sf^n'i(*es shall approve iliein- 
Bclves not unworthy of this vour trreat favour and 

% 4 

kindness ; and as t am in didy i)ound to be a laith- 
fill servant to mv Honorable l^fastevs, so I lie 
under no less oldigali^'U to yourselve.s as my bems 
factors, than of approving myself with aii grati¬ 
tude and thankfidnos. 

llori’ble, etc. 

Your most humble and olKVlient servant, 

John ncATHFiEin/’ 
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We cannot discover whether the prayer of this 
petition was grafted or rejected. 

Our next extract will serve to further illustrate 
the relations between the •Agency at Fort St. 
George, and the Native chiefs. The story of Lin- 
gapa will enable thes reader to form some concep¬ 
tion of the position of the English in this country, 
under the sovereignty of Golconda ; the following 
stchy of Gopall Pundit will tlirow a light upon the 
ordinary mode of proceeding, when a distingiiished 
Native paid a personal visit to Fort St, George. 

Tuesday, IStli September, 16S5. Gopall 
Pundit being com(?^ioi6t. Thome, acquainted the 
President with it, and dcsmal that he might give 
him a visit privately that night; so it was thought 
convenient that Mr. Lucas (third member of coun¬ 
cil) go to him to -St. Thome, and Mx. Yale (second 
ineinber of council) to moot him at Triplicanc, to 
bring him to the Garden house. 

'•o • 

“Thursday, 17th September. Gopall Pundit 
having nested hirc^f yesterday, sent a niossage 
this morning’ desired to see the Fort, and 

to be received publicl^i there this arternoou. 
Which was accordingly done with as much honour 
and respect to him as w'e could, according to his 
quality, where after some time being spent in 
viewing the city from the top of the fort 
house, firing great guns, and tho like, he de¬ 
sired to liave some discourse wdth the President 
and ('outicil :*so tln^ rcitircd for tlmt purpose, the* 
sum of which* wiw chiefly lus magiufying his 
great services done the Company, and how great 
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a fricnil he was to them, to the intent, we bdieve, 
to cause us to make liim some Shnsiderable gra¬ 
tuity, or to lend tiim money. Button the other 
hand, the President ^nd Council endeavoured to 
lessen that value he set upon liimself, in regard 
they endeavoured to make it appear that once it 
lay iu Ilia power to have done much more in re¬ 
ference to a better settlement at Cuddalore, and 
told him (he being now going to Court.) if he could 
there use his interest, and procure liberty for the 
Bight Honorable Company to build a fortification 
at (Cuddalore or Porto Novo on the places that the 
President and Council should choose for the con- 
venicncy of their business, that they would consi¬ 
der him, but for hmding him any money, they ab¬ 
solutely denied it, it being attended with so many 
incouveniences. 

“Friday, ISth September. Tliis morumg Go- 
pall Pundit sent Sancrogoe (his chief confident) to 
the President to acquaint him that be would use 
his endeavours to ol)tam wdipt wuis recommended 
to him yesterday; and dcsiiic^^he President to 
wTite a short letter to liaja Baja, rtdhrring him to 
what Gopall Pundit budt*to say to him from us. 

“ Monday, 21st September. Gopall Pundit 
having been at a great charge in comiitg hither 
wuth such a numerous rctmue, and in considera¬ 
tion of our new’ settleiiieiit at Cuddalore, that w^e 
may engage him (in part at present) to continue 
his friendship, fo obtain some ipore and better 
privileges there, than we haver as yet,—-It is orrler- 
ed that lie with his attendants'** be Tasheril't as 
foUoweth, 
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To Gopall Pundit in private,—gold chainss to the 
value 0 # pagodas 150. 

Do. in public,—6 yards scarlet, 1 telescopy 
^ 1 fowling piece, lj)air of pistols, some 

flint ware and toys, 4 pair of spectacles* 
a chest of rosewater, and some sandal¬ 
wood. 


To Gopall Pundit’s brother Yittlepa in private,— 
pagodas 20 in gold chains. 

Do. in public,—3 yards scarlet. 

To Sttiicrogec in private,—pagodas 20 in gokl 
chains. 


Do. in public,— 
nary. 

To Gopall Pundit’s kinsman,—2 yards scarlet. * 
To 3 captains, 3 havildars, 3 mussmndars,—each 
3 yards broad cloth ordinary. 

To the MaldarSj^etc.,—pagodas 14. 

To servants,—3 pieces bett‘elaes.” 

The mode in wliich the agency acted in the 


3 yards broad cloth ordi- 


case of any of its servants dying, and leaving 
widows and fumili(g;^ehind them, may be gathered 
from the foJJfsrBig entry. 


“ Monday, 21st December, 1685, Mr. Edward 

4 , ’ * 


Eowle, lute Engineer ot this place, having bwn 


sent to the West Coast of Sumatra, to give direc- 


iioiis about the building of a Portification, and 
being very diligent therein, as per the advice we 
received from thence, and dying at Beneooleii, 
—Jt is agre^ and ordei'cd lliat what wages 
is due to liim be paid to his widow, as also 
that a gratuit}* of twenty pagodas be given 
her, in consideration of the great loss she hath 
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imiim hUde^h, wid the ]goor cottdition he MU 
l*-ft hei and her family in. ,, Mm Te^a j>a, the 
Bigiit Honorable Comp^’s Ohief^baeh 1^, 
liavina bemi very serviceable in the new 
?ei on the said ^cst Goairt, and dying m bs 
mturn hitlier;—It is ordered ihat his son bo al¬ 
lowed four pfi^odas per mouth 
of the family, and to be employ^ f 1 

and that ten pagodas be (5*^® 
sratuity for her husband’s good sem». 

® The next event we have to record is one of peeu- 
liar interest AVe have akeady'referred to the at- 
lemitSe in 1084 to levy such a to from evm 
house in Madraspatanairf. as should defray tte 
clnr^es of the fortifications and gamsou. The 

matter however was delayed from tune o tmie ; 
Mr Gvtt'ord shriiddng from mnbng the _levy, 
thilst Air. JosiahChihl, the Ghaicmauotthe Court 
of Directors, became more and more angry at tbe 
ilav and more ttftd more bitter and ptsrumptory m 
^or-krs U last the Agency felt compelled to 
S t i he event ahundantitooved that firmness 

li decision --at Z 

S'uru"l !he 

+V. \lr (ivfi'ortl Ho saw that the luhabitatiift of 

unteBdtUk prj 

Sr and that they were bound to w for IM 
pTcSon. But the following extracts will Ull 

« Saii°S-'d January, 1 fi86. Sn pursuance of 

' the Wgl't'ilonoialile Company f 
to us at' the Ifith ol March, IhSI, for tiie ravsuip 





HlStdEY Ot MAJgBAS. IM, 

I ^ 

ft contiibirtion upon tW several bouses in tbis 
Town, m consiJbation of tbe great cbaifge 
raaintaining, uspairing, and fortifying this garrison, 
for the defence and security cjiliein, IbJeir fainilies, 
liud estates j—Mr John Littleton was appointed 
to coUeet tbe same by idl moderate ways and fair 
means |>ossible, that they may not be discontented, 
or any disturbance arise thereby. IVotwithstanding 
this, and the oft repeated reasons and arguineBis 
with them for the ready and <|iuet payment tber|ipf» 
they did this morning, in contempt of tlve Gorenj- 
ment and onr orders, tumultuously and mutinously 
combine together, comnjpnding the several cajstes 
to desist from their kdiour, and service to us; also 
forbidding and hindering the shops to be opened 
and grain to be brought iito Town ; insoh;i\t}y 
declaring that they would continue their rebellion, 
till they were fr^ed from the said present and all 
future taxes. Wherciipon soldiers were drawn 
out to secure all the passes of the*outer Town, and 
other places, to suppjjjss the tumult; and as great 
inconvenienoCs amt# dangers may siiccjeed from 
tlunr violentfffoceedings, it is also agreed and 
ordei'ed, that the Choultry d)nm be beaten about^ 
the Town, with this Proclamation 

“ That if the hearls or chiefs of the several castes 
of the inhabitants do not come iu and submit 
themselves before tliis- day's sunset to the 
dent and Council, begging pardon for their great 
crime of insiirr^iion against the Government, mul 
(iisoheclicm^e to the late just orders for a small con* 
ti-ibution toward? the necessary fortifying, aiul 
l>caring part of the great charge of mmiitaining 
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this ganiscm, tliat their several dwelling houses l>e 
to-morrow pulled down and the Ifround sold Rt tlm 
Ohoultr}% and them and their familisa for ever Jbe 
banished the town. * 

Also that all persons in the High! Honorable 
(^Jompatfy's service, or bolonging thereto, do im¬ 
mediately repair to their several charges and busi¬ 
ness ; otUenvisc to be put out of their employ¬ 
ments, and never more to be entCjitained in the 
iUght Honorable Company's service. 

“ And that if the Chetty Bhssaar people do not 
immediately open tlunr shops and sell their grain, 
etc. us usually, that the goods and commodities in 
their sevejai shops be confiscated to the Bight 
Jlon’blc Company, and moreover be fined ten 
pago<las eat;li for their mutinous crimes ; and in 
case of any disobedience to this our mcrcifid invita¬ 
tion and indemnity, it is then agi*ecd tliai the 
President in Council do persoualiy to-morrow sec 
the aforesaid onkrs strictly executed.” 

Tills Sunday was renKirki|||jle in other resfjccts. 
The ]>ro(‘laination of James ll,^a^^ainst Inftvlopers 
was read in St. Maiy’s Church, wi^ch coiuing so 
’I'clo.sc after the Christma'i sermon on peaciC and good 
will to all men, must have been highly edifying to 
the audience. In the evoiiitig wc arc told that “ tlie 
heads of the several castes camo in and aeknotv- 
ledgcd their great crime and desired to be heard to* 
morrow by the .IVesident and Coiuicil; so with a 
severe check wore dismissed to iheii^several houses, 
and a<lvised and ordered to < suj)]>rcs8 the present 
tumult they had raised.” , • 

Monday, 4th Jauuai^. This morning tlie 
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liedds of the scleral Castes appeared before the 
President and Cdundl, to be heard aecca’diiig to 
iheir desire ^ tnd after begging pardon for the great 
nrime they had committed in aai^ing ^ch a idu&ny, 
deBvered in their Petition, translate Whe^of is as 
follows. ^ , 

To the Mm^Ue Chmmor md €cnmeil^ 

** The inhabitants of this town dedare, that it is 
now forty years and upwards, from the foundation 
of this Fort, and that they were imited to people 
and increase the tbwn upon the word and favour 
of the English, under whom they have till now 
lived, receiving many l^nours and favours without 
paying any tribute or rent. Only in the time^of 
the past doveraor Mr. Mastear, who imposed a tat 
upon arrack, and upon pad^, and causing us to 
pay for cleansing the streets ;* also increasing the 

---- -■ . .' •. * .. ». » ■' . . . . . .. . . . . I .1-1. .... . 

* Tile following extract from the eoiiBaltation book* 
during the tifovernoTHbip of Sti-eyffsham Master, will 
explain the mitiiro of this municipal assessment The 
«ntry is elated 13th JuTy, 1G78;— 

“ The Qovfu 00 t liaving proposed a way foe keeping 
the Towno e%ane after the manner in Ei^laud, by 
taxing every houae at a mofterato rate imd to appoint 
a Soavonger to collect said moneys and t!»eirewith to 
iiiro Cooleys to cany away the dirt and hltli, which in 
tills os in all otkei' townes in those conntrys lyes in 
the sti'eots vtay offensively, the pzincijiadl perscais with 
many others ^ the ttentu towiie came this day to tlie 
OcivOmor, requesting that there might not he taken a 
l>articular list ^ roll of all the houses in the Towne, 
they offering mther \h®n soo, to make a collection, 
among thomselve.«y^ipou each cast or sect, as they have 
used to doe for some otlxer general! expences upon 
their festivalla. Whereupon tlie Governor asked them 
• IT # 
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Clioiiltry customs of goods ami export¬ 

ed ; til so the rents of the fielas of paddy, and 
ordered that (lo\iJ>le custom should Be received of 
tobacco which caitte*^lrom other places, mid be¬ 
cause the owners could not pay smd custom, thev 
carried their tobacco to St. Thomd, by whitsli 
means the Choultry hath been hindered of the 
customs formerly paid. Also tlie close siege this 
Town suffered, which upon your Honour’s arrival 
was taken off, whereby this Town was newly 
revived from death to Mfe, hoping that your 

— •* i i .ib ■•ii m » m i .. iilaai ' i M 

why they ajjproved not of tU© way h« prop<^l; 
which tiioy mswcaa-ed that Ihe De^’uii or the iVTogulI 
and Brainiuy Governors of the country for the King, 
might coino to know the great number of houses and 
familyrt, that is in this Town©, and thereupon might 
raise new impt»aitions Upon them and create trouble to 
the Towne; but the matter * being m<)rG nearly en¬ 
quired into, it seems they were afraid tliat if such a 
roll were taken, it would be a ready way to lay a tax 
upfjn the Towne for the building and rej>ainng tho,,„ 
outwalls or any other new irn|^ 08 ition never yet im¬ 
posed upon them; and there uj)on ’twas urged to thom^ 
why all ^hc Town© ought not to lieaf^ equal share 
in rejiairing tlmse slight mud walla as well as those 
poor p 60 })le only that lived*' next to the walls; to "which 
they could an# wear fio further than that it has never 
yet been rcquinnl of them for these 40 years, and the 
Company has tludven well and were better able to bear 
it themselves now than ever, therefore hoped ’twould 
not be imposed iijwjn them and for clearing the 

streets they would take ejare to doe it among them¬ 
selves without further trouble to \ifl' JVheroupon the 
, Oovemor' i-eferred them to V erana to consider further 
of this niFaire, ^ 

“ 33y this it may be observed, how jealous this people 
ai'C (;if being impOBe<i upon by new customos." 


t 
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Honour ’wr^uld have relieved us horn nil tei** 
^ui^ea and rents; \ut instead thereof we hnd you 
go about to* impose and intR^ase other new 
tributes upon, our kousesj* which can in no 
wise be, nor ought your Honour to do it. 
Wherefore wo be|' your Honour fox tlio sake of the 
most high God, and in the name of the most serene 
king of England and of the Hon'ble Company, 
that you will free this Town from so heavy a yobs, 
as is this tiix laid upon our houses, seeing we are 
a poor people, and live upon our kboux and trouble; 
iliis Town having the fame, and is called place 
of Charity, and we lire confident in your 
favours and assistances, and the whole Town 
lightened by your goodness,, as they hope from 
Honour. 

” Signed by the heads of the several Castes 
iin(kn*wiitteii, ohuiRrs, painters, luilors, lius- 
baiidmea, coolies, washers, barl>ers, pariahs, comi¬ 
ties, oilmakers, fruiterers, shepherds, potmakers, 
miick-ivas, patanavUi^tiaga, cavaree, nugabunck, 
pally, goldsrni^s, chitties, waavers. 

Upon plPusal of said Petition, the FresBent 
and Council told them, tl»t it did not Ee in their 
power totally to excuse them from coutiibiiting 
towards the cliargas of this Carmsou, in regard it 
was -the Bight Honorable Company’s positive 
orders, they commanding to Imve tlie Black Town 
walled romid at the charge of the luhabitants ; 
and there wasi no remedy but tluit the}' must be 
conformable thereiuito, it being a very small« 
matter, only thrdh fanams a year for a small house, 
six fanams for a middle size house, and nine 
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iknams for a great kouae, on^ald be tio* 

burthen to them. But they imtihiied very 
obstinate, end ^ dedated themselires end 

unable to pay, for eteesons given idf* their Feti* 
tiou ; and fi*rther that it wo^d, breed a CMetom^ 
and they feared it would be increased hereafter. 
But it was still replied it inuat be done, and they 
as positive on the other hand refused, oietifig two 
of their heads, if that would satisfy^ toeteuse them 
from this tribute and heavy yohe, as th^ call it. 
After whirh they were one by one asked Whetlier 
they wouhl leave the town, make war ujm)ii na, or 
submit to oiir orders and^, govcmmcKt; to which 
they every one answered they would submit, but 
on a sudden all at once denied what they had said, 
and that they woiild not pay do what we would to 
them; whicli forced ns to ^use the drum to beat, 
and declare our rf scylutioiTto some of the chiefs 
that we had kept (others being run away), that we 
would execute odi* orders deciared to them yester¬ 
day by bcjit of dnim. Wdch when they per* 
coived us so much in earnest, at^last submitted, 
promising to be obedient to our gov'emmeiit, and 
that they would take off the proliibition laid upon 
their people and our provisions, and that all ihmgs 
should be at peace and quiet. So they were dis¬ 
missed, and after awhile, ihe fchops were accord¬ 
ingly opened, provisions brcnight in, and the wash- 
ennen, muckwas, catamaran-men, coolies, and ser¬ 
vants returned to their several businesses ; and now 
it only remains that they be obedient in paying 
iheir contributions.” 

Notwithstanding however these patriotic liopcs 
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expressed in the ^nsuliatioii bool, Mr. Oy£pi^% 
tiubsequetii letter? home could not have beeui^l*'^ 
satisfactory tS the Dh^etors. Unforijunately no 
copies of ibe ^^nerfd letters in England have been 
pcserved amongst the Madras, records of an 
earlier date than lft93 ; but the following sJiaJli 
orders, extracted from the .general lettes from 
Englw^ and evidently from tfo'pen of Mr. Josiiah 
Child, ito^idantly show that the great chairman 
was vejy much dissatisfied with Mr. Gyfford^s 
conduct in the mi^r. ' ^ 

On the 9th Juw, 1686, he follows — 

“Thispro and con between us and you, which 
was begun by Sir William Lattgliome;' emted witli 
Mr. Master, is now revived on the subject, will 
. never end well. Pray let us have no more of it... 
A revenue we will have aliquo mode for that infi¬ 
nite charge wowhave been at to raise that Town 
(which hereafter we shall adl a city) frmn so despi¬ 
cable a cemdition as it was ini^when we settled 
tliere. . , * With jjour leave we will have a 
ground or quU^eut yearly for every house within 
your precindK; mid a small poll money Tor evcjy 
head, as the Butch have at Batavia.” 

Again on the 6th June, 1687, he writes as fol¬ 
lows:—We do hereby order and ordain as a law in 
our city of Madras (wlijch we require you to pxiblisli 
vdtli tlie usual solemnity) all persons, owners or 
tHJcupiers of any houses or lands within our precinct, 
that shall neglect or refuse, for three months alter 
publication, to bring In the arrear of their respec- ^ 
tive quit rent infjjoscd upon them, such shall for 
ever her^ftcr stand charged, and pay to the Com- 
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pflay, (teuble tlie quit rent formefly imposed upon 

We now turn to nn event whidhiis^nteresfcing: as 
being one of the earliest TecotW atteihpts at mu'* 
tiny in this Presidency. A short time previously the 
company had establisiied a settlement at Prkman 
on the west coast of Sumatra; a place that proved 
so fearfully unhealthy, that most of the merchants 
and factors died, and the locality was regarded with 
* horror. At this time however an expedition 
against Ikngal, which wo shjd[ have occasion to 
describe hcresHev, was in prq^ration, and the 
Portuguese soldiers in IJort Saint (loorgo were 
onlercd on the service. But we leave the coiisul- 
tation book to tell its ow'n story. 

“ Wednesday, 4th August, id8(1. The several 
rom])anies of this garrison being in their arms, tlie 
Portuguese soldiers appointed for;the Bay of Ben¬ 
gal, being asked whether they were willing to serve 
the Ifon’ble Conq)any in that expedition, did one 
and all refuse to go, upon pr^itence that we would 
send them to the West CoasLfof Sumatra), 
though tbe President assured them toVMie contrary. 
8o they had their anus fciken from them, and being 
of Such a dangerous consequence, a Gallows was 
caused to be erected before the Fort Gate, resolv¬ 
ing to hang two oi’ three of the ringleaders to terri¬ 
fy the rest to their duty, hav ing now the power of 
martial law ; and when they jjerceived our inten¬ 
tions, they submitted to procc*ed upjjn the voyage ; 
so had their arms returned to'them, though we can 
cx])cct no very hearty stTviee frojiu such backward 
pitiful fellows ; and it is resolved, as soon as Eng- 
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Jisli soltliera can be provided sufSoient % i)ie 
risoiii that jiU To]^8e9 be (liabancltsd* nO mom 
f utertained, aitce there ia so little ^J^iendeacse supaii 
them/* 

The fbUowing Htile proceeding ea reganls mt 
firat pocaessioii of bt ThomcS i» very suggestive. 

** Thursday, lOlh August, 1680. Wheijeas the 
iUght Honorable Company Imvc ordered the rent¬ 
ing of St. ^ Thome ftom the Divan, and we have 
thought it not convenient to rent it in tlie name of 
the llight' Honorable Company,Jbeejsmsc the Bent 
would thereby be enbaumbT^weh^hdivc desived 
('liiuna Yencalndry and^lliuga PiJbiy to rent the 
said Town of St. Thome in their owu names* ai^ji 
do promise to allow them all the charges which 
they may expend for procuring a fcniaun for the 
said Town, and to siive them harmless fromwvhat- 
(wer loss may tx^UQ unto them by the rents of 
said I'own; provided the said Chinna yeneatadiy 
and Alliriga Pillay, do from time# to time give us 
an account of their cl^^ges, its the same is expend- 
c*^!, and of the mats as the same are received^ ami 
that the ])ro6<faccruing thereby bo to thn use of 
Jtiglit Honorable Company#” 

The following extracts are of very groat valuo. 
Tlicy fully explain the police arrmigements in the 
native town of Madraspatanam in tlie very earlieKi 
times. VVe have alrc dy explained that whilst tlie 
s(‘ttlenient >as first made almf HUt), no reconls 
liavi' been pr^ervetl in this Preskicucy prior to 
1070. The inter\c»ing period we filled up a^ , 
well as we coulfl by means of the abstracts of 
general letters preser od in Bruce^ “AnnaU;” 
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jM even tbey ftalietk mb 
n<5tt'eariicv th«a Sir E<l^ai4 ’?T]tete{//lTObtte 
following ontyieB howeverife obser^ & to 

a Sir Tiiopae ubnxn)|^erj^wbd been 

govomor abovei 1659, and thua to aavse 
ly precwM Sir Edward Wkte- M6t»eov^ 
ti£n from them a glimpae of Madr^pii|«n^ when 
it could have been Utile more tiha^ a tude 
blage of bamboo huts, and' wW peona 

w'C]% suibeieut towatcli over the miembi^ihe 
inlwrbittints. These entries originated in certain 
charges of neglect of duty ^hich w'ere brought 
against Padda Naik and i]j« jjeous, in other words 
Against the police estahlislimetit of Madraapaianam, 
ill tlie year 1686, and which led to a reference to 
the original cowle granted for the raaintbnaooe of 
the force. But the extracts wJU tell the whole 
story. 

“ Monday, Srd November, 1686, Wjcreas 
divers'of the Inlnibitants of this Town, have made 
their complaints to us, tiiat Jthey have been gi'i^at 
sufferers by the many robberies that have been 
oommitted of late; and forasmneja ab it hath been 
made appear to us that the Pedda KaiL and Ids 
Talliars (wlio should lake care, for the yearly reve¬ 
nue they receive for the same, that no vsuch thing 
be done, or else make satisfaction) have concealed 
some of the stolen goods, and imprisoned one of 
the thieves for fear he should make a discovery of 
others among themsches, and tliat ^lic said 'ralfiars 
do make it their constant pnvcticc to receive 
half the stolen goods and letvhe tJiieves escape 
with flic vest;—wc the President and Couu- 



K>bbe^, 

Invy^^ crutwawh^yiofWni' now^^ 
ia-^b agreeable tb ihe couk^^ 
Kff Jhds tWfe i^veii Irfm by Sit Thoiiies €JiMiii>wr 
i>lte«« *him ^ 

ton tbe Cowie, tvrhich is print^ecti bi 
fulH«jBjj^ bii the page foihwiiig tlie above entry. 


had greatly iiiert^aaed ia^ size i;6d<k N*itlc;%iid 
gh^'tip the ofiiee On the'ground that the niiniWr 
inf ^ieons was iusnificient for tke^/4ixty, anrf that 
the ipalnienance granted hitn was also iasutHcieTi^, 
j^ctrordiiigly eighiteen paddy fields witc granted ft) 
i^edda Mk duty free,, together wkh a variety of 
. j)6tty enstoms on paddy;> fish, oih, betel tint, j>ep’“ 
per, and other simile articles; and he in return 
eagageii to gda^ the town with fifty peoiXS, under 
the fallowing^awiUi^nient, which we slndl: i|bscribe 
in the words of the Cowle panted by Sir Thomas, 
(diamber. 


Also that tl|jK 50 peons aforesaid, shall be em- 
ploywl about the Town, as he that hath the charge 
of the Choultry shall think fitting* And if any 
man shall be delivered by us into your castod 3 , 
and shall mak^his escape, that yon idiall pay tho 
debt the person escaped owed. Also that if we • 
(the President) Should go abroad at any time 
to take our pleasure, you shall procure 150 or 
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goo pcsp^a i^iE> iioco^pjpy Ai^ if 
sliiiii; i^cpiirti Jt60 oar 2Of0 pibnsy, y^r 
sifipa wilk said peom sM) $o upop, wlai 
employm<in| W ah«l|A »«aail ^iid aUovr 
Ikto 4 d^s 9 ^ty ; but if we stioiild dstsiii t^in 
fmger thea we are to giire, thenj catty Also if 

Wy bcKise is rbbbecji*, that you sbailMiake satisfy- 
lion forwliat b lost. Ami if any mwlmnt or' ia- 
liabitant of tkus Town alioll run aw|y» and oviy of 
your people bamg knowledge thei^ a^ csou- 
ccal'it> ibat tljcn you are to bring tWt party run 
away again, anti coao^ct bim t^at knew of bis de¬ 
picture.. This beirn^g the (ilcmle given yon by us 
you being peaceably and quietly to take your 
diitics aforesaid, and to do the Ootnpany wbafc ser¬ 
vice you are ^le. Dated in 3\Ja<kaspataiiam, the 
32 ih 1 June 1 

TuoaiJts Chamber.** 

The result of the present complaints appears to 
have been that the Peilda Naik agreed to make, 
good all real losses. « 

Before proceeding farther witl^^fhe extracts it 
will b© necessary to glsmce at the ^ncntl history 
of India. \umngzebo*ithc Great Mogul mgning 
at Delhi, had been compelled lay an Afghan war 
and a religious insurrcctiou to snspend his militaiy 
operations in the Dekkan. Meantime Sevajee, tlm 
great Mahratta, had pursued his inquests in Sou¬ 
thern India, and, as wc liave already seen, passed 
witliin a few miles of Madras during <the governor- 

I 

* Catty, or rriofe literally “ Ivuttao,” ia a Tamil word 
aignifyitig ** bsttiw'' 


• 

^tip of ^treyn^liam Hastier j blit tie waa nhpffij 
afterguards <jwt ojPta tke midst of ifl 'tie 

ftfty-third yeit oflnsi^^e* wa» *s«ce(fed[id(i 

by his 801 ^ Siimbi^ ; biit was icUe aa<t 

‘ <Icbaueh^d, tad possessed Imt Mttfaf of the amM^ 
tiott of his ,gte»i 

It Was Ttadear these'that lO 1^?, 
Aiirungzehe moved the whole force of the Mogal 
army ihio the Bekhan, with tlie intent of stilgu- 
^ating B^apore, Ooleonda, a^ the Mahrattas, 
The story bf that long„ caittpaigBi would prt^ve 
«»f Isittle interest to, the genml reader. 
bajee woke up from Jds life of se.nsuali^yaiid 
harassed the Moguls in every possible w*y*. ' ’laL 
16®6 the kingdom of ^loltsonda was w^llnyh 
overthrown by Prhace Moaasini, the eldest sod of 
Auruugzebe. Moosiiin drew near the csapitaMaud 
was joined hV ^ihe greater part of the Jiriny of 
<Glolcouda. The Brahmin minister Madtia Pant 
was murdered in a tumult. Tift) king Abul Has* 
san ded from his capital of Hyderabad to the 
neighbouringhiil fort of GNileonda, which had 
given its nnlie^to the whole kingdom., iWar throe 
successive days Hyderaball was plundered by the 
troops of MoazKim, Aurungaelie liowever thought 
proper to grant a peace to AM Hassan, upon 
payment of a large contrUiutiou. 

Aunuigeebe is supposed to have come to terms 
with Abul Hassan, simply lo pz’event his son 
Moazzim irow being fegarded os the conquer¬ 
or of Goloonda. I if 16S6 he took Bijapore in* 
person, and destroyed that monarchy. In 1<>87 
he again attacked Golconda, and in September, 
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after nil obstiiiat-<^ siege of seven months, Iwr 
<«iptiued iiie foi*i and took Hnssan prison¬ 
er. In 1089 iSnmbajee was drinJiing in n fa- 
lorile pleasure houje, when lie too was iakett 
prisoner by an otHeer of Aiumgzebe, ntid sent 
hi triumph to the imperial head (^guorters* Some 
of the ()iural\s suggesU;d tluit the liie ol' the 
Mahratta sovereign sboulil be sparetl, in order to 
induw the Maliratia chiefs to surrencUir their forts. 


Aiirungzebe was willing to save him on this con¬ 
dition ; but Sainbajee had now avwikencd to a sense 
of his degi’adation, mid coiuied a <leath which 
would wipe away his sluune. In this temper 
tSambajee ciiip)loyed every e[)ithct of ulmstj to in- 
<lueti some rasli soldier to kill him. Aurungzebc 
sent a message otlering him liis life on condition of 
his becoming a Mussulman. “ Tell theem|yeror,” 


(’lied Sambajf(% ‘‘ tliat if lie W'ill give me his 
daughter I will beeomc.a MiisBiiliriau and he 
then gave u keentr; edge to this insulting oiler by 


pouring out a torrent of iiiv( 5 ctivcs upon the pro¬ 
phet of Islam. Aurungzebc was^’xasjieralcd to 
the higln^st degree, lie ordered a rfo*. hot h’ou to 


be drawn across the ever of Saiiibajec, his fowguo 


to ])e cut out; and Ids head to Ijc severed from Ids 


body. The terrible sentence, was carried out iu 
the camp bazaar, in August, 1689. 

The effect of. tlicse events upon the Agency at 
Fort St. George might be fully gathered from lh« 
general letters sent liume Jby the whieli, 

^ as we have already said, are svanting amongst the 
Madras itecords. Some idea however may btt 
obtained from tlie notices which appear in the 
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general letters from home, as well as lo tiie Madras 
corisultatiou l^oois. lu a general dated 

J2;;Jii(l March, 4687, and evideutly Josinb 

Child, we meet with the follajwing remarks: — 

“ We know the King of Gmcoudu is rich enough 
to pay for any assistance you giw hiUi, either in 
diamonds or jmgotlas ; aiitl therefore vve intend to 
b(? at no charge for liis assistance against the Mo¬ 
gul, but what he shall jwy us for beforehand, or 
}mt diamotkls into your hands IW the security of 
our payiiicut, boili piineijMrl aiMlintemt.’* 

Again in another Mter dated Gth June, 10$?, 


we Jind the following 

“ For the King of Golconda’s writing to you, 
you limy acquaint him in a dweiiit and friendly 
inanuer, that we are none of his subjects ; wherein 


we would have you Ir^ »aided by the old IVoVhrb, 
suHviter iu moilo fortiter iiire.” But ifiicNerthe- 


kss he preteiMl to any doininion over ychtr (*ity, 
you may, when you m'e iu a godll eoinlition, Udl 
him in plain terms that we own him for our good 
fritmd, ally, j^l confederate, and sovereign and 
lord paramorfit of uU that countrj^ excepting tin? 
small territory belonging tio Madras, of which w'e 
claim the sovereignty, and will maintain and de¬ 
fend against all persons, and goveni by our oavu 
laws, without any apjieal to any prince or poten¬ 
tate whatsoever, except our Sovereign Lord the 
king, paying unto him the king of Golcpnda, our 
agreed tributenof 1200 yagodas per annum. Amt 
if ever he break with ^ou upon these terms, we re- • 
quire you to deteud yoursdves by arms, ami from 
that time renoimcc iiayiug him any more tribute. 
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It lidttg strange to us that while he is ojyptesaed 
by the Mogul on one baud, and fiy a poor handtul 
oi' Dutchiueti on the othei^, you eboida make your¬ 
selves BO timorous an|| fearful of asserting our own 
king’s just right and prerogative to that important 
place.” 

The nature of tlie information previously fur¬ 
nished to the Court of Directors may be gathered 
from the follo^ving entiy in the consultation book. 

IHiesday, 15th February, 1687. 'Upon ncl- 
vi<H5 from Mr. James Faiva at the Mines, that tim 
Mogul was lately in a short time to take Golconda, 
and consequently lie master of this king’s do- 
inirnons, and that the French and Dutch had made 
their applications to him with great presents to 
settle their adairs in this country :—Wiis taken 
into consideration what we should do in behalf of 
tlm Eight Hon’ble Company, and agreed (in regard 
of our present hostility against his subjects in 
Bengal)* that wo should onij write him a plau¬ 
sible letter of complaint of government injuries to 
us in Bengal; and that, upon con^emtion of our 
difference there, we would not malSi^our applica¬ 
tions as the French and Dutch had-done; otherwise 

* The allusion in tho foregoing extmet to hostilities 
against the Mogul's subjects in Bengal, refers U> an CX' 
petition which was ordered ab(^ut this time a^iiisi the 
Mogul governor of Bengal, iu consequence of his tyran¬ 
nical and oppressive conduct towards the English settle* 
inents on the Hooghly. This expeditym was sent out 
during the government of Mr. Oyfford ; but its results 
belong more projK>rly to the annals of his auccessor Mr. 
Elihii Hale. We therefore reserve the story until our 
next chapter. 
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that oiir respects were as reai^y and great ns tlieirs ; 
but desire him loiliear our Vake^ oouceming our 
grievances have, tfeib pcc^ion of our 

difl’ererices), to redress tW and to conhnii 

the Eight Honorable Company’s anciant privileges 
in Bengal. It is likewise thought convenifrut to 
write to hia Nabob, to desire his friendship, arrd 
to favour us with the delivery of our said letter to 
the Mogul; and to. write to our Vakeel at the 
cmnp, sending iiiiu said l6ttei*s to deliver, with 
copies for his perusal, and directing him to show 
the Nabob what we write to the Mogul, aiul that 
he be sure to represent our case to his Majesty^ 
and make haste to procure a goo<l and lastii^ 
lirmaun.” 

“ Monday, 22ud February. Taking into o\ir 
serious consideration the great danger we may bo 
in, in case the ]\Jogul should take Goleonda, which 
iu all appearana^ at prcsgnt he is likely to do, — 
wc think it absolutely necessary ito raaWall man-* 
n('r of provision for j^ur dcfen(3c, in regart,! of our 
present hostility with Jiiin anrl his subjects, and 
therefore it irlSrdered that the persons iu their se¬ 
veral places do protieed ai^l take care of the parti- 
cMilars here uiiiderincutioued :— 

‘‘ Mr^Wavclts cJmrgie u viz, 

“ To btiild np the Caldcm Point with Battlemento 
that the men may stand by the Guns. 

“ To make liaste tc> tininh the now Platforms formerly 
onlered to 1)6 at the Sefi side and River wiile, anil 
for the present h) get ivll materials rfjody. ^ 

To tike care that all the Sallyports at Uie River side 
between the rotmd Point at (jaldcra Point, bo secured 
with double I>oors, lr<«j Bars, Bolts, and Looks; that 
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all th<‘ inletsi to tU« Town l>ctw«en said Point be made 


ii[) with Briek, anfj i-be void built up ; and 

that, all BuildtiigB^Tlinblush, aiul what else may Iwj ju'o* 
jislii'iii! that lied the wall of thoXhristian Town 

ami in the Rivei*, be cltBuWl away. 

That Sfcore.li of Brick, Iron Stone, and Chetiam, 
in a remlinesw to tnnke up any V^reaches, Jind put in the 
Hog yard, or any other oouvenieut ]ilace, within the 
Walled Town 


“ That the Smiths, Brioklaycrs, Carpenters, Ct»oUofi, 
IMnckwaes, and what other workmen or under workmen 


»nay be uHefnl to thU garrison ni*on a Siege, have notitjo 
given them at such time, as vve uhall think couvonionlv, 
to be in readiness m»oii oct^asioii, ami Uiat such per*son« 
Vihall have provisions pj'ovidwl h)r them. 

“ To order Pork, Beef, amkPwh to be aalbetl, and ptil 
in Jjirrt and Cask, as also Kggs or anything else tJiut 
may be thought of to keej^, a.s much as cian be prmmved. 
till further order, and to be i>ut up with such cai’e that 
they may be i>reser\’e»L 

, “ To be layuig in of what woo^l can be got by degrees, 

ns also Salt, and make Biscuit. 


“ T«> Inm Stone or«lted Worn! to 1 j<‘ laid upon 

the top of the FdfV Walls, to fling down upon the J-ijel 
<iers if Uiey shouUl attempt to ^ale, and some forkw to 
lie I’cady to thrm-^t <>11' the lovlde^. 


Mr. 


cUarffe ift 



To rotnovo the PowdJr from the Povvdov house to 
the Godowns iind('r the eurtain next St, Thonu? (or 
‘Home other cojivenicnt place) and brick them n[> for the 
inoj-e safety, and some pi>wder to 1% put m the Jtouud 
Point, in a plax-^e that’s built Au* that jumpo-se. 

“ '1\» got what great Jars he can to put wheat in. and 
Chenaiji them up, and set them round the Fort Cur¬ 
tain. *' 

“ T\> make wdiut Powder he <!an with all expedition. 
“To give in an imoompt of >vlrh atoi’es of Powder, 
t>vh it great and small, match, etc., auinumition or pro¬ 
vision ft'v war (in any kind) we have in readijuv.M ; aad 
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to fit up the Qmnado SheUe ati^ Mortar Peicefl, imd to 
make a trial of th^ beforehaiid* 

To take care that all the Small Arma l>e fitted, and 
constantly loolftd after, and cleaned, . , 

To take caro that what Stomps of draau we hate, or 
ehall be brought in upon tide oocaaion, be put into fit¬ 
ting OranancSB within the Walla, to preaerte it; and 
that it be brought into the air and often shifted ; and 
Mi\ Fraser, or who else b,e, Mr. Cheney, ahall ehooap, is 
appointed to assist him in this. 

“ To buy Provender for the Horses, 

£)oetor Wilmot and Doctor Plimmer's charge is ^izL 

** To provide and make salves for wounds, and to be 
as e].>anng of the small surgery box on the Bebecqa as 
they can, that we may not want upcm great oocasiaD.^ 

A week afterwards ife find the followii^ entjj'. 

Monday, 2Sth February, It being of so great 
concern to be continualiy mindful to provide for 
the defence of this (xarrison against the MogiiFs 
forces, which have great reason to fear will 
come upon us, after he has taken G-oleo^a, there¬ 
fore W 4 ) have thought cbnvenieglk and order that 
the persons hereunder named, further 

charge as folioweth. 

Wawlts charge u vhL 

To build a small Point t* command the Bridge and 
that part of the Toivn, and the two blank flideg (u the 
Caldera Point, large enough to plant efix Guns, or eight 
if there shall be occasioxu 

** To build a large Tank in some convenient plac^ 
within the walled Tewn^fora store of fresli water, which 
will be much wanted in case of a siege, all the wells in 
the Ohristian Town being brackish. 

“%r. Chancy’s charge is r/ri", ^ 

To put so maViy great guns upon the Point at the 
Garden as convenient for ten or fifteen irien, and lay in 
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filich pixiTi&iotis aivl ainmtinition in the lower n^oin, as 
shall 1)6 hereafter upon oecasion thought weceBeary. 

** To put six or eight great gun a into the new Point, 
that is to be built for the aeciirity of Cie Bridge, etc. 
with ammunition for them. 

“ To fill the new Taiik that is ordered to be built* 
with the best fresh ^'ater, and besides to provide and fill 
what Cask and Jars he can get. 

“ To make ten Field oaniages and fit guns to them. 

To put two or three great guns in the Powder 
house.’ 

It is thought couvenimt for the safety of this 
Gnrrison, scorning the Bight Honorable Coiupaiiy^s 
estate, and annoying of the eiieiriy in case they 
slioiilil besiege this place, ilnit two or three sliips 
do IVoui this time ride in this Bond ; and there 
being none of the Bight Honorable t’ompnnv’s 
ships here, nor any expected (till some may arrive 
from England) that can be spared upon this de¬ 
sign, in regard that they are to go down into the 
Bay, or already upon other e:x])editions : - It 
is orde^d to any good scTvicdiblc ^ country 
vessels that may offer, to thal*' number ; and that 
Mr. f'hcney do send Men, Guns^Ammunition, 
and Provisions, or wdiat else may be iliought con¬ 
venient for service, abolrd them, on the Eight 
Honorable Company’s account.” 

“ Monday, 7th March. Taking into coneiclera- 
lion the absolute necessity of having the letters from 
Bengal delivered to the hfogul (which were sent 
back by our peons from Mr. Paiva at the mines 
near Golconda, the 27th ofl^last nfonth, they not 
finding the Vakeel in the canq^) that he, the 
Mogul, might rightly be informed of otu* grievances 
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ill the Bay, in particular the occasion of the last 
skirmish;—It is« agreed to take advice ofSenor 
Manuclic, Italian doctor inhabitant of this 
Town, who was Ibrmerly iii^the Mogul’s service, 
which is as foliows* 

“ That we send them (the letters) by a servant 
of his (the doctor’s), that is well acquainted with 
the Mogul’s camp, accompanied by four llajpoots, 
to deliver them to two Englishmen there, viz. 
Thomas and Kichard (joodlad ; to the intent that 
when they observe the Mogul’s coming forth, they 
may hold up said letters, so as to be seen by him, 
which, he says, the M^ul will receive from the 
hands of strangers, winch otherwise is deliwered 
to some great men to penise before they come to 
him, which might prevent the Mogul’s having 
an account of the true contents thereof, which is 
usual when it^is a complaint against any of their 
friends or great men : and that a small present of 
oil of cinnamon, oil of mace, and^Home other rari^- 
ties be ^enl to the jSiiglishmen, to give as tiny 
shall see occasion : and that the Mogul gray have 
an account tlie wrongs and daiig-ers that the 
Bight Hon’blo Company Jiave sustained in the 
Bay.” 

The siege of Golconda by the Mogul army last¬ 
ed seven months, and the place was not finally cap¬ 
tured by Aurungzebe until the montli of Septem¬ 
ber. All tliis time great fears were entertained at 
Fort St. George, that the Mogul would revenge 
liimself upon Madraspatanam for the hostilities 
which had taken ‘"place in Bengal. On the 16th 
June, we find the following entrj^ in the consulta- 
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ticm book :—“ It being to be feared that the 
King of Golconda cannot hold ofit long, and that 
when the Mogul comes to have the p^^^jse&sion of the 
cotmtry we have gi^jt veasoti to lx'.lieve that lie 
will endeavour to revenge, himself upon ns, as he 
threatens, there being war declared in Bengal by 
ns, and (as we hear) on their side also/’ 

But b^ore the tenninatkm of the siege the arl- 
ministration of Mr. Gyffbrd was closed, and Mr. 
JBlihu Yale, the first Member of Council, was ap¬ 
pointed governor in his room. The following ex¬ 
tracts tell their own tale, and close our history of 
the governorship of Mr. GvliSbrd. 

Saturday, 23nl July, loS7. This evening late 
the Box of Letters, etc., from the Bight Honorable 
Company per the “ Williamson” was brought on 
shore, and deferred till Monday to be perusecl. 

** Monday, 25fth July. The General Letters and 
Commission from the Hight Hon’blc Company 
were perused, and ihe President finding by sakl 
Commission that Elihu Esq., was con¬ 

stituted President, and President Gyfibrd’s Com¬ 
mission *revoked, he delivered itp ^ his idiarge, 
which with President C^fford’s best wishes for all 
good success and prosperity to the Bight Hoii'blc 
Company’s atfairs, under the inaiiagement of the 
new President concludes this Consultation Book/’^ 


_^__ t ___ 

* The rt»corde of each Governor i^pread over sevoroil 
volumes of Consultation bul a new Book is ai- 

wayB opened with tbo advent of a new Qovertior. 
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CHAPTER,*VJIL 

j 

GOVE&NOKBUIP OF MU. GLIHU YALE. . 

16W—169Z. 

Th« latter years of the Governorship of Mr. 
Gyfford, md the early years in Mr. Yale’s admin- 
istration, are marked by ^rciunstances whi<’h be¬ 
long more to the general history of' Imlia than to 
the domestic annals ofc the Madras Presidency. 
These circumstances may be indicatt*d in the 
briefest possible manner. In 1686 Mr. Josiah 
(^hild sent out secret instructions, that the Itinglisli 
should retaliate u)ton the Mcvgul for the injuries 
they liad receivud in Pengal. The war was fully 
approved both by the Coui*t of Jhre(rtors and the 
rcigniiJg sovereign James IJ. expedition was 
sent out with ordc^ to seize Cliittagoiigj and 
ihen to inarch upon Dacca; and fuiflicr roiiiforce- 
meuts wenj to be supplied by tlic rrcsidmicies in In¬ 
dia. Unfortunatcl y hostilities were commenced Ixi- 
forc the whole of the forces reached Ihingal. The 
Native troops were defeated, but tlie Subaiidar seiz¬ 
ed Ihe Paetory at Patna; and tJie Kuglish retired to 
(Miutanuttec, or Calentla, until some arrangement 
could be made,, and a firmaun be obtained from the 
Mogul. Sub^queiitly the attempt Avas made to 
seize Chittagong, bflt failed. TJiese hostilities, 
combined with the facd that the Mogitl was per¬ 
sonally engaged in the conquest of Golconda, reu- 
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dered the jiosition of the Agency at Fort St. George, 
one of extreme peril; of which almndant illustra* 
tions may be found in the records. ^ 

l^he first incident worthy of notice in the ad¬ 
ministration of Mr. Yale, ia an attempt made by 
the Portuguese to vc-settle at St. Thome, contrary 
to the interest of the Agency. We subjoin the 
original entry. 

“ Tuesday, 2{)th July, 1087. The Right 
Honorable Company having in their former General 
letter to \is of the 1 Uh* January, 1685, positively 
ordered the renting of St. 'Ihome town from the 
Divan, but being satisfict?, it would raise many 
scruples and dilliculties iA them, or at least enhance 
the rent, if we apptuircd in it, or treated about it 
ourselves, or in the Right Honorable Company’s 
name U was therefore then thought most pru¬ 
dent and convenient, that Chinna Vencatadiy 
undertook, tlie business in his own name, as for- 
merly he and Verb'na Intel cloue, wJiich would make 
dess discourse and noise ; md accordingly the 
President and Council gave him an order under 
their hands for the same, which, as he tells us, 
he has cA'cr since been (treating about, but that 
the late and present wars and troubles ia the 
country had tlms long obstmcled and delayed 
the conclusion. ^Meantime, some of our Portu¬ 
guese inhabitants, since our demanding taxes an<l 
. advance of customs, i’.ave privately ncgociatcd this 
matter by one of their Padres at Qolcondu, who 
' procured them a finnaun fof their re-settlement 
and trade in the country j and since that, and the 
news of the MognVs success against Golconda, 
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with the probability of his coining or sending 
thither, and oiir fianger thereby, ~ they have' pri¬ 
vately, basely^iRiid ungi-atefully sneaked away to St 
Thome, and there been tr^ting with the Seer 
Lascar, etc. to take a Lease of Si, Thome (roveru- 
inent, and there to fortify and Jioist their Flag, 
which they thought themselves so secure of 
that they had advnnccid their standard. hen the 
President, sending away to the Ernhinin Governor 
of these paids about it, and so mind him of his 
promise thereof to Cliinna Veucatcidry, with a pro¬ 
mise of a gratuity, thoir grandeur ivas immediately^ 
stopped, and tJieir Flag Staff lowTved and we hear 
since gieatly discouragetl, 'which \vc hope will com- 
timieto their return hither with shame and son^v 
for their vain expense. 

“ It is therefore agreed and ordererl that Chiima 
Vencatadry do 40 pro.sct"ite the business as to dis¬ 
appoint them, though ^\e pay something more for 
it than they offer, wdiieli ivc; doubt not in time to 
recover from them, ^esidt's it is of such absolute 
necessity to rent that town, as well for ])reventing 
the diminishing our trade and customs, as idso our 
force ; lire parts of our sohliers being Portuguese 
topasses, who if they should .settle at St. Thome 
would certainly run thither from us in our neces¬ 
sity.’’ 

Thursday, 4th August, Chinna Tencatadry 
being returned from t’oiijeveroiu, brought the 
Erahmin Goveimor’s tlual resolution about the 
renting of St. Thomey w hich \vas, that he would 
let it to Chirma A^encaUulry for three years, that 
is the Town, CustouiJf, and adjacent Totviis and 
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I^acldy grounds belonging thereto, at the rate of 
Pagodas 4000 j>er annum, to^1>c paid at three 
))aymeiits, each four months, one-thi/d part, of the 
rent as customary this country ; also to pjty 
one thousand Pagodas upon receipt of the Cowic 
from tlie Seer Lfiscav, as a pciscush to the Brah* 
^min Governor for his kindness therein. Nothing 
was to be abated thereof and if we did not ])res(;ntly 
comply therewith, that he would conclude with 
and l(d. it to the PortAiguese. In consideration 
whereof, and the Jimiiy prejiulicoa it may <lo this 
city, under those ill circumstances wo are at pro 
sent ; iiiul being iuforrntHj by Chinna Vencatadry 
that the Town Customs, etc., werd let last year at 
Pagodas 4,100, and that the crop and revenues 
this yviir rather promised profit than loss it 
is agreed and ordered that Chinim Tciicatadiy 
do rent the same aeconling to the aforesaid terms, 
in his own name for the Bight Honorable Com¬ 
pany’s account, and not to exceed anything if the 
Governor should play his ^,snal tricks ; as ho linfi 
already done with tlic Portuguese, who already 
have given liim Pagodas 500 ; and that no jieis- 
cush be given him, tillt^he iScer Ijascar’s cowle be 
delivered to us.” . 

Prom a subsecpient entry, dated 23rd August, 
loss, wc Jeani ihat the Poifugiicse still held out, 
but that Mr, Yale had obtained a Cowle on agree¬ 
ing to i)i\y 3S00 Pagodilis yearly. “ Notwithstand¬ 
ing,” wc are told, tlie many dif%;nlties we have 
had about the ventjrig of St. Thom?, the President 
has by privaU) correspondence procured a CWJe 
for renting the Town and Ou.^toms of Si. Thome 
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and the adjacent icountries as far as St. Thomas’s 
Mount; noti^ithstanding the Portuguese huffs 
and noise of the Mogul's firmaun for their free 
enjoyment of the town, whicli has cost them by 
their envoy priest at least 7000 Pagodas to the 
Mogul’s officers; and it is now reported their 
mighty firmaun proves only a compliment referring 
them to former customs in the King of Golconda’s 
time, and to agree with the Government of 8t. 
Thome as well as they can.” The Cowle however 
was obtained iu the name of Chinna Vencatadry, 
both in coiiscqueticc of the hostilities with the 
Mogul and his aversion* for tho English, and es¬ 
pecially that we might not too much exasperate 
the Portuguese in their loss and disappointment of 
a place they retiun a most superstitious veneration 
for, which possj^dy might provoke them to mutiny 
or rebellion* or at least some disturbance or mis¬ 
chief ; theyfleiug at present two-thirds of our sol- 
fliers, and at least, six for one to the English in¬ 
habitants.” 

The next extra<‘t refers to the old practice 
amongst tlie members of tile Agency, of all dining 
together in the dining room of the Port. It would 
appear that the previous Presi<lent Mr. Gyfford 
prefiuTed living at the Government Garden House, 
which had been erected outside the old Fort., and 
not far from the site of Miinro’s statue. The Di¬ 
rectors liowovef complained of the expense of keep¬ 
ing two tables ; bpt we give the original entry. * 

Friday, ^9th July, 1687. The Right Honor¬ 
able Company in their General Ijetter, having 

X 
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coir)]>laine(l of tlieij- gi'cat charge* in keeping two 
tables, which was cliiefly oecasionecl by Presideiii 
(lyffoicrs indisposition, the Fort being always un- 
healtliful to him, nfessitated his living at the^ 
Cxarden, Viiich he found to agree with him much 
better. And though the Council do suppose and 
believe that the Kight Honorable the Company do 
still rel-ain a good I'steeui and respect for him and 
his services, yet in olxidicuce to llieir Honour’s 
orders wc cannot presume to continue that charge ; 
and President Gylford desiring to excuse his coming 
to the Fort, and to continue at the Garden during 


his short stay in India,-^it is thought tit and 
r)r(lered to be allowed him l^agodas 25 per moiitli 


for liis diet while Ivere, with a suitable number of 


Peons and otlier servants.” 


This year 1087, was distingnislied by an ex¬ 
traordinary monsoon, whieb is iluis described, 

“ Sunday, 9th^ October 1087. Tjfce monsoon 
breaking up sooner tin’s year than is cxpecte,d oi 
usual, there hajipencd great damage to the ships 
and vessels in th(‘se roa<ls. It began on 'fnesday, 
the 4th instant, when there ran a great sea ami 
surf all day, and in tlii‘ afternoon a iluny of wind 
and rain. On Wednesday, the same great sea 
and surf continued, witli a ilurrv of wind and rain 
in the forenoon. On Tliarsday, the wind blew 
ships were driven from their anchors, and some 
were forced on shore. (Particulars of ships omit¬ 
ted.) On Friday, a ^ vf;ry grVlat storm of 
wind and rain all day. Saturday, the wind 
blowing very harcTlast night forced the Loyal 
Adventure” and “ Borneo Merchant” from their 
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anchors; the fotmcr being found this morning 
broke to peic^ at St. Thomas’s Point, the latt|?r a 
little to the southward. Buying the jfiercieness tjf 
this storm, the winds continued l>etween east find 
north east, which brought tlic sea very near the 
bulwark and wall; but this morning the wind and 
sea abating, wc hope the danger is past. 

Ordered that a strict watch and guard be con¬ 
tinued to be kept at the sca-side to prevent em¬ 
bezzling anything, that may be driven ashore; 
also that ten peons be sent along the coast to Puli- 
eal and ten to Covelongp find inquire all the way 
for goods driven ashore; and it* iind any to sectere 
them ibr the llight Honorable Company, and give 
us present advice thereof, lest the Country Go¬ 
vernments seize them as forfeitures.” 

The followia^t extract, refeniug to the number 
of peons aligned to each official, will explain 
itself. * 

" Saturday, 29th 6ctober, 1087. There having 
been some discourse about settling attendance of 
peons to the Coxmcil, wliicli is agreed and ordered 
as folioweth. To the diovirnor 20 peous; to the 
second 6 peons ; to the Judge 5 peons and 2 ial- 
iiars; to the Wai’chousckeepor d peons ; to the 
Chief Justice and (histomer 3 peons and 2 talliars; 
the Hist of the Council 2 peons 1 talJiar each ; to 
l)e constantly at their disposal, except some ex 
iraordinary ooclsiori requires them to other ser- , 

• 4 . >5 

Vice. -• 

Ju September of this yc*ar, the Port of Golcouda 
was ivjfim by Aurinigzcbe, and in October, the 
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news readied Vori St. George, asriLppeaTs from the 
following entries. ^ 

Saturday, 29th October, 1687. Having re¬ 
ceived a letter from Potty Khan, Commissioned by 
tlie Mogul to be Soubadar of this part of the 
country, and Governor of Chingleput Fort as 
formerly, who advises us that tlie Mogul has cer¬ 
tainly taken Golconda Castle, and the king pri¬ 
soner ; and that all the considerable Forts and 
Towns in this country have already admitted the 
Mogul’s colours nntl goveniment, the Towns of 
Pulicat and St. Thorne our nearest neighbours 
having also submitted thereto ; he also intimating 
to us the ceremony and solemnity that was gener¬ 
ally performed at the news of the conquest, impli¬ 
citly desiring and expecting tlie same from us ; 
which being a matter of no great weight or charge, 
and may oblige them, and the neglect do us a 
prejudiceIt is^ngi-eed and ordered that the ser¬ 
vant that brought the letter tasherift with per- 
petuanos, and that 16 guns Be fired at the deli¬ 
very of the President’s letter to them, and 20 
marcalls of paddy given among the poor, in res¬ 
pect to their customs iii^such cases.*’ 

Saturday, 7th January, 1688. This evening 
the Eight Honorable Company's Chief Merchant 
acquainted the President i hat one* of the Mogul’s 
life guards, sent down into these parts to receive 
his rents, desired to wait upon him to-monw ; 

, but doubting he might be to^^ prying and inquisi¬ 
tive of the garrison, the President excused his 
coming then, as being Sunday, and desired it may 
be at nine this night. Three other Memjiers of 
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Council were 8e%i for and were present at his 
comingj when^fter a long discourse of the Coart 
and Government, he declared the occasion of his 
coming was, that he had received about a lakh of 
Eupees aiwk 6000 Pagodas for the Mogul’s ac¬ 
count, and had left it at Poonamallee; but in re¬ 
gard Sevajee’s Hying army was foraging those 
parts, and robbing and plundering, desired 
our assistnnoe, supply him with SOO horse, 
500 soldiers and 500 peons to guard it as fax as 
Kistna Hiver ; which he pressed hard, and that it 
would be most acceptable to the King to servo 
him in his danger. the Governor consider¬ 
ing the unreasonableness and dangerous conse¬ 
quence of undertaking such a charge, br intemit^d- 
dling with things of that nature, returned him 
for answer, that we should be always ready 
to serve the ^ogul, but that he well knew 
Sevajoes’s forces, and that luj had lately taken 
three Forts and a hundred Tnwns very near 
us, and done many oilier mischiefs in tlie country, 
and that this place was also threatened by him, and 
that he was within twenty-four hours of us : there¬ 
fore wc could not spai^ our forces from our 
guard. Besides that, three or four hundred 
horse would signify little to Sevajoe’s three or four 
thousand in the field, though we fearef] not ten 
times so many here ; but there it would nui the 
King’s money and our people into great danger. 
Thereupon desHted hipi (the Mogul’s life guard) to 
consider well of,it, Wher< upon he desired per- * 
mission to bring it into Town ; bul^ hearing of 
our wt^r in Bengal he requested that the President 
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would give him his word and ^and that he atid 
his treasure should be safe, and have liberty to caiTy 
it away when ho tliou^ht convenient. l^Tiich being 
agreed to by all, he \va8 told by the President that 
1h(^ Town was free to all persons, and that no pre¬ 
judice should be done to him by the English, but 
that they should fan*, as we did, and that he might 
choose what place he pleased to reside iu ; desiring 
him to send no more people than necessary, and 
those to be sober and civil. Whereupon he was 
dismissed with rosewater and lx‘tel, and seemed 
pleasetl with the discourse and the eiiierininnient.*^ 
“ Eriday, 13th January.' Letters last night ad¬ 
vise tliat Hevajee’s forces had plundered Conjeve- 
ram, killed about 500 men, dostnwiiig the Town, 
and put the inhabitants to llight, dispersing them¬ 
selves about the couutrv, and manv of theni run 
hither ; and about twelve this day eaine a letter 
from ChinglepLit »yl\ ising the Governor tliat they 
had certain news from the Mahratta eiim]>, that 
they )md drawn out a party ^f about 2000 horse 
and 5000 foot under the command of a (ieneval, 
to assault this place, giving them encouragenient 
that the plunder should^bcilieir own. ( ’poii wliich 
advice the (Jlovernor and (.'ouucil onlenicl thal, the 


i 


I’ortuguese and Grtiioos shouJil he summoued to 


tljcir anus 


one ninn from eacii famiJv that had two 

«/ 


therein, and two from CJieli family lliat had sis 
hard with rain most, part of the day, and many 


there,in, from 15 to idi years pf ago.' Lopy of snid 
summons is as hdlowcth. ,, 


“ Jly the t)lo\(^rnor ami Council, thesis are to give 
notice and summons all persons whatever, iuhal>i' 
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iatits of or dwellcfs in this city of MadrSk, to send 
one man in aijns from cacli house or family that 
have two men therein, betwixt the ages of, fifteen 
and sixty years, and all families that have six men 
to send out two with arms* The rortuguese to 
iTie(‘t before^ their C hurch, and the Grentoos at the 
'JV)wn (Jhoulli*v, by four of the clock to^inormw 
evening, being tlic 14t[j instant; where they shall 
be commanded and disposed to suck guards and 
watches, as shall be judged most necessary. Tlve 
default of any person herein to bo punished or 
tiued at the pleasure of the Governor and ('ouucil. 
Dated in FortHt. (i!corgl?,the thirtcenlliday oy aiiu- 

ury, ona thousand six hundred eigldy and eight. 

' ^ , . . . . **. 

The following extract is interesting for reasons 

•wlddi will bo presently explained. 

“ Thursday 20(h JailV. 1088. The Council did 
not meet this clay, Hie Vrcsideiit’s only sou dying 
last night, was interred ffiis mowiing to their great 
grief and sorrow.’* ^ 

Tills is but an every day ineidcnl ; a little boy, 
an only sou, carried away to the great grief and 
sorrow of his desolate parents. Hut this small 
event possesses an interest still. On the north 
wall of the mausoleum on the J^ight JTousc espla¬ 
nade, may still be seen tlie granite slab, which was 
set up in memory of the only son, nearly two cen¬ 
turies ago. We copy the inscription. 

• Hie jacet Davtd 
F ilins Honorahili^Kunu VaLe 
P resideutis efTGubernatoris Castelli 
St. (^rgii ot Oivitatis Madrassae natus 
Fyit 16 May 1684 ©t obiit 25 January Anno 168 J. 
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For the sake of our lady readars we append a 
translation. 

“ Here lies David 
Son of the Honor^ible Elihu Yalb 
F residetit and Governor of Fort 
St. George and the city of Madras - 
Born 15 May 1684 and died 25 January in the 
year 168^, 

On the south wall of the same mausoleum is 
a slab in memory of Mr, Joseph Hynmers, who 
had been a member of Council during the go¬ 
vernorships of Sir William Langhome and Mr. 
Streynsham Master. 

Th% following circumstance does not speak much 
for Madras Society in the old times, 

“ Thursday, 8th March, 1688. Mrs, Francis, 
wife to the late Lieutenant Francis killed at Hoog* 
ly by the Moors, being sent hither from Bengal 
very poor, she imule it lier petition that she might 
keep a Punch house for hp maintenance. But 
she being a notorious bad woman, it is agreed that 
she be not permitted to keep a public house, lest 
it be the occasion of many debaucheries and dis¬ 
orders ; she having liveli very scandalously former¬ 
ly here. It is therefore ordered that she go on 
tiic “ Jloyal James” to the W^est Coast, and that 
according to the Bight Honorable Company’'s 
order, she be allowed something out of the pro¬ 
ceeds of the prizes, to provide Ixcr necessaries, in 
consideration of the loss of her husband in the late 
unhappy Bengal expedition.” “*^’’rom a subsequent 
entry we learn that this lady was afterwards sent 
lioine to prevent “ further scandal in our city.” 
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The followin^extracts indicate the gfeai 
the Agency war^n about this time. 

“ Monday? 16th Aprils 1688. Captain Free¬ 
man is ordered to summnh his.Company of Train 
Bands to a general training upon the Island op* 
posite to the Fort, on vf odnesday n^xt being 
EtAer Week ; and that the chief of the Moors 
and Grentoo inhabitants be invited to dine with 
the Governor and Council there, and that a hand¬ 
some preparation be made for it accordingly, this 
being the hrst general appearance and will make a 
great report in the countiy/* 

** Sunday, 6th 1688. Letters from Mr. 
Chardin at Golconda to the Governor, of Apyil 
last, give the following accoutit. That the Mo^l 
w^ould free his sou Shah Allum from his long con¬ 
finement, but the Prmco generously refused it ex¬ 
cept be would also enlarge Abul Hassan, the king 
of Golconda, because he (the Prince) ivas instrn- 
mentally the ruin of the king; having formerly en¬ 
gaged his word thah neither the Mogul nor he, 
should ever come with power, to trouble him ; 
and that he would rather choose to lose his 
life^ than break his fay;h and w’ord with the 
king of Gblconda, whicli |^*as confirmed by his 
faith. That Sevj\jee’s troops, joined with Sid- 
dee Masson’s, are within six Itiagues of Gol¬ 
conda, burning and destroying all before them, 
they expect them there in a little time. That 
Nabob BowaJloo Khan had sent his jewels and 
treasure into the castle, and he and his family ars 
on the .foDowin§; thereof. That there are no sol¬ 
diers in the Fort (of Golconda), nor provisions fit 
* Y 
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to withstand an enemy, so thgt if the enemy 
comes, he may with great facility take the Fort* 
That the Butch and French are much in the MaSt- 
ratta’s favour, and alh' roads are full of robbers. 
That the King of Persia marcheth in person with 
a great army after Sultan Akbar, to give him help, 
in case the 6Q,000 horsemen he hath already siSnt 
be not sufficient; and sworn upon his beard that 
he will set him upon the Indostan throne.”* 

This year the Union Jack was ordered to be 
hoisted at Fort St. George; and the following is 
the official account of the ceremony. 

“ Tuesday, 12th June, 1688. According to ap¬ 
pointment for the solemnity of hoisting his Majes¬ 
ty’s Flag in this Garrison, the Governor made tliis 
evening a handsome collation ripon the Fort 
House Terrace, where he was accompanied with 
the Council, and chief of the Bight Hon'blc Com¬ 
pany’s servants, aijd most of the eminent freemen 
and inhabitants of the city of all nations and casts ; 
the Garrison three (’ompanie^'being in arms, also 
the Trained Band consisting of near 100 English¬ 
men, commanded by Captain Bobei*t Freeman and 
.Lieutenant John Aftlojok; when after an orderly 
march round the Fort,* the Garrison soldiers drew 
round within the Fort and the Trained Bands 
without; when upon hoisting the Union Flag upon 
the Standard on the English bastion, the Go- 

* This extract would prove useful to ^^he general hia* 
forian. Elphinstone merely recot'ds that Atbar, the re* 
voltedson of Aurungzebe, had taken lafuge first in the 
Ct)urt of Sambajee the Mahratta, and afterwards in Per¬ 
sia, and that he died at tbe^ latter place in 1706. 
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vernor began a glass of to our gracious 
King’s hedtb and Koyal Family’s, and his happy 
long reign; yhich was duly performed by all 
there, and honoured with Jhree voUies of small 
fihot, and as many cheerful huzzas from all the sol¬ 
diers ; and by thirty one pieces of ordnance, which 
was answered by all the ships in the Roads; also 
one and twenty pieces of ordnance with hearty 
wishes of success and prosperity to our Right 
Honorable Masters the Right Honorable East In¬ 
dia ('ompany, and nineteen pieces to their Honor¬ 
able Governor Sii* Josiah Child ; and the more 
to honour this occasion there was several persons 
fireed and generous contributions to the jwor ; and 
the soldiers as merry as Fimch could make them, 
till night silenced all in repose.” 

The follownig account of an exchange of visits 
between members of the Butch Government ai 
Piilicat, and members of the Council of Fort St, 
George, will be found very intesiisting. 

Monday, ICth 1688 . Being advised from 
Pulicat of the arrival of the Heer Van Eeaden, 
Commissary General for the Butch East India 
Company, with an unlimited power for the settle¬ 
ment of their affairs in thSsc parts, and being also 
in place equal to the General of Batavia ; and it 
being customary upon aU alteration of Governors 
either here or at Pulicat, to send two of Council 
to welcome and congratulate them to tlie ^ace, to 
preserve a faii^ and friendly correspondence with 
them i but this person being in an extraordinai% 
employ and authority, it is thought requisite and 
accordingly ordered that three of our CouncU ht 
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sent with a letter from the GiiverDor, to eompli* 
merit him at Pulicat, viz., Mr,*' Nathaniel Hig- 
ginson, Mv, Bobert Freeman, and^^Mr. Thomaa 
Wavell/* 1 

According to this decision the three gentlemen 
started few: Pulicat on the following Monday eymt*- 
ing, and returned to Fort St. George on Wednes* 
day mowiing ; and the next day being Council day, 
they gave the following’ account of their journey 
to Pulicat and entertainment there. 

“ That on Tuesday the 24Ih instant, about 
seven of the clock in the morning, arriving at a 
Garden near Pulicat, thejt sent the Commissary 
General word that they were coming to wait on 
him; on which he desired their longer stay 
there, that lie might send some of his people 
to conduct them to town. About ten pf the 
clock came six of the Council, also many "attend¬ 
ants with them, to meet them there ; and after a 
welcome salute wire conducted to the Fort Gate, 
where they were received byi» the Vice Commis¬ 
sary ; and thence through a guard of soldiers pass¬ 
ed to the stairs foot, where they were received by 
the Governor Pitt, and conveyed up to the Com¬ 
missary, who kindly received them, and, after the 
delivery of the President’s Letter, welcomed them 
with twenty-one guns. Some time after went to 
dinner and were handsomely treated, and, as ifc 
was always customary, began the King of Eng¬ 
land's health with twenty-one gunsr;, and then the 
Parliament’s, the Eight Hoiiofable Company’s, and 
the Presidents. About nine they''parted with the 
same salute of gutis as they had When iih6y came 
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in. During the whole time they were conrteou&ly 
treated and enterfiined, the Commissary General 
often expressiifg his kind resentment of bur visit 
and respects, promising sudcUnly to return it, as¬ 
suring them of his readiness, to serve the Honor¬ 
able Company’s interest in all places he had An 
opportunity for it. 

The very next day the visit was returned, and 
the Dutcli visitors were duly entertained at Fort 
St. George. But we extract the account from the 
consultation book. 

“ Thursday, 28th July. This morning about 
seven o’clock, the Harr Commander Johannes 
Bachems, successor to the Commissary General, 
sent the President word by the Chief Dubash, that 
he was come to the Garden to acknowledge and re¬ 
pay hi^Llate visit and civility to the Commissary 
Generm. Upon which tiio President appointed 
Mr. John Biggs, Mr. John Littleton, Mr. li. Free¬ 
man, and Mr. Thomas Wavell*with a haUdsoUie 
retinue to meet and bring them into the City and 
Fort; where Mr. Higginson met them at the Gate, 
and so led them up btairs to the President 
then at the stair head.. After the delivery of 
the Dutch ^Commissary GehCral’s letter, and his 
message (being return of thanks for the late 
visit at Pulicat), they were kindly welcomed with 
twenty-one guns. After some time and discourse 
of the Commissary his proceedings, and other pub¬ 
lic affairs, went up to a handsome dinner in the 
Consultation Booui, Vhere the usual healths, to» 
equal their entertainment, were began to the Prince 
of Orange with twenty-one guns, the States Gene- 
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ral, Dutch East India Company, and the Commis- 
saiy’s. After dinner about thre& o’clock the Pre¬ 
sident, the more to oblige and divenf them, carried 
them by boat to the ^Hon'ble Company’s new Car¬ 
den, where they were also handsomely entertainei 
After si^Jper about ten o’clock the Fresident 
delivered him his Letter of thanks to the 
Commissary General, and acknowledging the 
honour and kindness he was pleased to do him, 
with thanks also to their several troubles of the 
journey, excusing the slenderness of their enter¬ 
tainment ; which they acknowledged to be very 
generous and kind, appearing greatly satisfied 
thereat, requesting leave to return to the place 
from whence they c?mie. They parted with kind 
salutes, accompanied to the Garden by Mr, Little¬ 
ton, Mr, Wavell, and Mr. .Robert Freeman.’* 

The following entries illustrative of the slave 
trade formerly carried on in this Pi’esidency, will 
tell their own stony. We have deeme<l it advisa¬ 
ble to place them together, a^ they possess an in¬ 
terest by themselves. 

“ Monday, 1st August, 1687. The trade in 
slaves growing gi*eat from this Port, by reason of 
the great plenty of poo#, by the sore famine, and 
their cheapness,—it is ordered for the future that 
each slave sent, off this sliore pay one Pagoda cus¬ 
tom to the Right Honorable Company, and tliat 
the Justices do receive no more for the usual fee 
for registering and passport, than ^two fannms a 
chead till the Council shall thkik fit to alter it as 
formerly.” * 

In the same month we find the following entry 
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concerning the bl£^k slave of an English Captain 
who had died in trie Madras Roads “ Captain 
Richard Warn# having by his last will and testa¬ 
ment given his black slave Brancis Carwar aged 
about 14 years, his freedom, the present commander 
is ordered to discharge him tlie ship, and permit 
him to stay ashore.*’ 

** Thursday, 29th September, 1687. We do 
now order that Mr. Fraser (who being Land Cus¬ 
tomer has the best opportunity for it), do buy forty 
young sound slaves for the Right Honorable Com¬ 
pany, and dispose them to the several Mussulaes, 
two or three in each, in •charge of the Chief mart 
of the Boat, to be fed and taught by them, and in 
encourage their care therein, it is ordenid a short 
red broad cloth coat be given^to each Clxief man; 
and that the Right Honorable Company’s mark 
be embroidered with silk on their backs, with the 
number of their rank and the boat, which are also 
to be so numbered, whereby w# shall have them 
at better command, oi# business go more current¬ 
ly on, and easier thereby discover their thieveries.’^ 

“ Thursday, 2nd February, 1688. In con¬ 
sideration of the several iijpouveuiences that have 
happened \fjf the exportation of children stolen 
from their parents, to prevent which for the future, 
—it is ordered that no slaves shall be shipped off 
or transported, except such who are first examined 
by the Justices of the Choultry, and their several 
names registered in a book for that purpose; for 
which the Justices arS to receive two fanams for * 
each slave. And whosoever shall offend against 
this same rule, and shall be convicted of stealing 
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people, are to pay for the first fault fire Fagod^, 
and for the next to lose their &rs in the pillory. 
And this order shaU be fixed upon l&ie severd 
and in the Choultryj,’* 

" Monday, 14th May, 16fi8. The custom by 
the exportation of slaves here, being now of little 
advantage to the Eight lion’ble Company by their 
scarcity, and it liaving brought upon us great com-"* 
plaints and troubles from the country government, 
for the loss of their children and servants spirited 
and stolen from them, which being likely to in¬ 
crease, by the new government of the Mogul’s who 
are very averse, and prohibit all such trade in his 
dominions, and has lately expressed his displeasure 
therein against the Dutch for tlieir exporting of 
slaves from Metchlepatam. To prevent which pre¬ 
judice and mischiefs for the future, and we having 
received a late letter from the Boer Lascar about 
it,—it is agreed and ordered that, after the 20th 
instant, no persofi't inha])itant of this place, either 
Christian or other, do direcjtly or indirectly buy or 
transport slaves from this place or any adjacent Port 
(whereby the Government iriay be any ways troubled 
or prejudit^d) upon the penally of fifty Pagodas for 
each sla^ e bought and transported against this our 
order. But in consideration that several persons 
in town liave formerly bought slaves which still 
remain by them, by reason of their sickness or 
Wfint of opportunity to transport them:—It is 
agreed that they be permitted tQ ship off such 
slaves, provided they give a iist of them to the Jus¬ 
tices of the Choultry, and produce them publicly 
there, to be duly examined and registered. And 
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the better to prevent any demands upon them here¬ 
after, the Justicef are ordered to proclaim the same 
by beat of DHhn; that no person may pretend igno¬ 
rance thereof, and that alh may come and make 
their demands for children and slaves stolen, and 
upon due proof, they be delivered to them free of 
charge.’* 
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CIIAPTEE IX. 

GOVfiENOESmP OF MB. BLIHU YA.LE. 

(CoHlinutd,) 

1687—1602. 

The great domestic ©rent in the Goremorship of 
Mr. Eliliu Yale, was the of a Mayor and 

Corporation. The political significance of the mu¬ 
nicipality has hitherto been hut dimly apprehetidcd. 
]\lill, the most philosophic of all the historians of 
India, passes it over as a matter of alight import¬ 
ance ; whilst, his commentator II. 11. IVilson offers 
no remark npon it whatever. Tlie originaior^of tlie 
scheme was Mr. dosiali Child, the gi’Cat Govenior 
of the Board of Directors. The genius of this mmi 
is stamped upon tlic records of the time. ITere and 
there we alight upon passages from lus pen, so 
pregnant with political wisdom, that wt frequently 
regret that our task is Voiifined to uirfolciing the 
domestic annals of;the Madras Bresidenev, rather 
than to reviewing the whole history of British India. 
In confirmation of otir judgment, and before des¬ 
cribing the ori^n of the Madras Corporatioii, wo 
will extract the following remarks /rom a General 
.letter dated 28th fc5eptember^’1687, which have re¬ 
ference to the appointment of, Mr. Nathaniel Hig- 
ginson to be second in Council, and which are as 
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applicable now as they were nearly two ccntiirics 
ago. • 

“ Let noiie«)f you think much or grudge at the 
speedy advancement of Mr. Higginson. We do not 
do it out of any partiality to him, for he has no re- 
lation here to speak for him, nor ever had the 
ambition to think of such a thing himMf; neither 
have we done it out of any ill feeling or disrespect 
to any others now being of our Council, but sin¬ 
cerely as wc apprehend > for the public good; 
knowing him to be a man of leariiing, and compe¬ 
tently well read in aneiait histories of tlui Greeks 
and Latins, which, witli^a good stock of natural 
parts, only can render a man ^.t for Governmept 
and Political Science, martial prudence, and olhor 
requisites for ruling over a great city. This, wc 
say, with some experience of the world and know¬ 
ledge of the Igws and customs of nations, can 
4 ilone qualify men for such a Govenmient, and 
for treaties of peace or wai^ commerce wdth 
foreign Princes. It is not being bred a boy in 
India, or studying long there and speaking 
the language, undcrstanrllng critically the trade 
of the [)lace, that is sufficient to fit a man for 
such a oommand as the second of Fort St. 
George is, or may be in tin^ ; though all these 
<pialification8 are very good in their kind, and es¬ 
sentially necessary to the weli^thirrying oh of the 
tra<le; and little science was not necessary former¬ 
ly, when we wq^*e in the state of mere tradiug mer¬ 
chants. But the case is altered fi’om tlmt, since • 
his Majesty hasf been pleased, by his Iloya! 
Gliarters and during his Boyal will and pleasure. 
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to fonn us the conditloEi of a Sovereign State 
in India, that we may offend, or^Ofend oui'Scdves, 
and punish all that injure us in India us iho Dutch 
do. «9 ' 

“ The great trouble we labour under is, that you 
eanuot get^nt of your old forms, and your cavil¬ 
ling way of Vriting, or perverting or iniseonstru- 
iiig, procrastinating or n^ecting our plain and 
direct orders to you; as if you were not a subordi¬ 
nate but a co-ordinate power with us ; which has 
and will (till you conform to our known minds and 
intentions) forced us to make more changes in your 
Council than anything els€' could have induced ua 
to ; of which we hope we shall have no more here¬ 
after, but tliat your well understandiug and per- 
Ibrmance of our orders will cause us to change the 
style of our letters to you, as we hoped to have 
done before this, for which we more earnestly de¬ 
sire a lit occasion than you can yourselves.’^ 

The man that wrote th^e pregnant sentences 
may have had a hard heart, and an ungovernable 
temper, but we say emphatically, that his liead was 
the head of a statesman. His reproofs were sharp, 
but iltey were the dictatfcs of genius, ^nd not the 
impertinence of a mere official. 

Hut to proceed with our main subject. The 
idea of u municipal goveniinent was not directly 
l)orrowed from English institutions, as many 
might suppose. It was originally,taken from the 
..Dutch,governments in the east; and the object Child 
had in view was to^briiJg the Dutch form of go- 
vernmeut into conformity with the liluglish tradi- 
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tionary idea. But we «lialUeaVe ]\{i% Child to 
plain his plan i# his . own words; so that our 
readers may lie able to admire the cle^^ headed 
practical way in which tlic wise old merchant of 
Leadenhatl Street explained his views to the Agency 
at Fort St. George. . The dii’ectkins ^re given at 
length in the sai^e <3eneral Letter alfedy quoted 
of the ^ 8 th of Septwber, 1687. 

“ "We observe in the book containing the Dtifcch 
methods sent us by Mr. Yale, not muclj^ more than 
some of us understood before of their teiirs ; but 
as there appears in this, great wisdom and policy, 
so since that time thej*hftve much bettered their 
constitutions, and refined their politics, and cre«jt- 
ed many kinds of incomes, to increase their re¬ 
venues, which they thought not of wlien those 
papers were tirsi digested some tliiiiy years since, 
liowevcr, we ^recommend to you Hic frequent 
reading and eousidcration of wh^it is contained in 
those puperS) which the ottener you n^ad, the more 
3 ou w ill discover .life wisdom of those persons 
which contrived those methods. 

** Tlieir having all Lieutenants in their Garri¬ 
sons to coqpnand their Ctimpanies, and a ^lajor 
without a Company to eommwl under their Go- 
venior, we may initiate in due time, but think it 
not proper at present, until your be as 

well established and obeyed at Fqnji Bt. George 
as theii's is at Batavia. * , 

But if you coulcPcontrivea forin oi ,a co-iqmVa-* 
lion to be establillied,' of f % 0 ,l^atives mixed with 
some English freemen, for aught we know some 
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j3ul)lic me miglit;, be laade thereof; and we 
j^Ve the members 8^)ine privilege® imd pre^emiuen- 
cies by Charter under our seal* tliai- might please 
them (as all men are^^aturally with a little power); 
and we might make a public advantage of thein, 
without abating essenti^y any jiart cJ our domi¬ 
nion when please to exert it. And it is not 
unlikely that the heads of the several castes^ l>eing 
made Aldermen and some others Burgesses, with 
power to choose out of themselves yearly their 
Mayor, and to tax all the inhabitants ■ for a Totvn 
Hall, or any public buildings for themselves to 
make use of,— your pcopl|^ would more willingly 
and liberally disburse tivc shilling towards the pub^ 
good, bting taxed by themselves, than sixpenct^ 
imposed by our despotical pow^r (notwilhstanding 
they shall submit to when we see cause), were Go¬ 
vernment to numage such a society, as to make 
them proud of their honour and preferment, and 
yet only ministcrkl, and subservient to the ends of 
tlie Government, wdiicli us is vourselves* 

“ We direct nothing positively in this, but refer 
it to your consideration, and, if you think it may 
redound to the public good, and that you may 
the better adapt it to the good of the® place, and 
establishing of our absolute power over it, and 
nnto some similitude to the forms of such like 
Corporations in England where tliere is always a 
Governor, a superior powder, and a Garrison, we 
have thought lit to send you a c^py of the late 
4 ,Cliin’ter granted by his Ma/^sty to the Borough 
of Portsmouth, where Sir John Biggs (Judge of the 
ucw .(Jouid of Admiralty at Madras) was Becorder, 
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and uiidmtimds well not only tlmt comtitutian) 
but the praeticnl #ay of proceeding? il. 

‘‘ We knpWKthis can be no absolute platfom for 
you. Ilou may make great aHerations according to 
the nature of the place and the people, and the dif- 
forence of laws,customs, and almost everything else, 
between England and India i but this will serve as 
a foundation firom whence to begin youi* considera- 
tkms and debates concerning this affair; which 
will require great wisdom and much thinking add 
foresight, to create such a Corporation jn Madras, 
as will bo beneficial to the Company and plape, 
without the least diminq^ion of the sovereign power 
his Majesty has entrusted us with, and which we 
are resolve<l to es.crcisc there tluriitg his hiajeaty'’s 
royal pleasure and confidence in ns. 

‘^IJpon the whole matter, if yon think Jmy 
sucli constitution beneficial, and shall send us a 
Charter filled up ^dth the names of the first 
and modem Mayor, Aldermen, mnd llurgesscs,— 
the proper habits andiprnaments ive shall enjoin 
them to wear in the Court house and u}K)n all 
other solemrii occasions,—and what maci^s, or en¬ 
signs of authority, we shall admit to be carried be¬ 
fore them % their proper^ officers or serjeants,— 
we sJjull consider of it, and probably return it to 
you, engrossed under our larger seal, with none or 
very little alteration. 

“ We conceive their Court Books must always 
bo kept in th| English tongue; and the Town 
clerk must always be an English man, that can. 
sp<*ak Poriuguese*and Gentoo ; and their KccordcT 
must be the same. The habit of the Aldermen in 
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that hot country, we think ought to be thin is^carlet 
silk gowns; their number tifelve, besides the 
Mayor i that they may' be allowed to have 
Kettysols over them- The Burgesses to weat 
black silk gowns; their number to b© limit¬ 
ed to 60, 80, or 100, as you shall find most 
convenient. The serjeants attending then?, to bear 
silver Maces gilt, not exceeding one yard in length. 
All oOicers to be elected by the Mayor and Aider- 
men, with the approbation of our President, and 
to be ptiid by the corporation such reasonable 
salaries as the IMayor and Aldermen shall tlunk 
iit; and to have such /ees established by the 
Mayor and Aldennen as shall be settled and ap- 
' pointed by them with approbation of our President 
and Council. And, to give the Mayor and some 
of the Aldermen power to be always Justices of 
the Peace, as in the Portsmouth Clmrter, and to 
have power to try all causes that shall be brought 
before them ,—tcf erect a proper prison for the 
use of the Corporation, ani to award judgment 
and execution in all causes that shall be ex¬ 
hibited before them. The judgment to go al¬ 
ways according to the sense of the Mayor and ma¬ 
jor part of the Alderraefl present. But«if any party 
thinks himself injured in ^ cause exceeding the 
value of twenty shillings by the sentence of the 
said Mayor and Aldeimen.—the party offended 
may appeal for a rehearing to our Judge and Judi¬ 
cature of the Admiralty; who shal^ determine any 
cause brought before them fey appeal, within two 
Court days next after the appfeal brought ; and 
their detennination shall be final. In all civil causes, 
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party grieved by the sentence of the said 
Mayor and Aldermen, qg any IVlayor or Justice of 
the said Co^pd^atiott, may appeal to our President 
and Council for redress, who%hall determine there¬ 
of the very next Council day ensuing, to the end 
that Justice be not delayed. 

“ \Ve think it may be convenient that in the 
said Court of Aldermen, being twelve beside the 
IVtayor, there should never be above three English 
freemen, and three Portuguese ; the other seven to 
be Moors and Gentoos. But if yon h^nd any iu- 
coiivenience or inconsistency, in the particulars Wc 
have propounded, you Bjay correct or alter them 
ill the draught you send us for such a Oorporatioi^. 

All fines levied in the sai<l Corporation sltall 
be half to the use of the Company, and tlie other 
half to the use of the Coi’poration; and in re¬ 
gard Sir John* Biggs went over so w'^ell in¬ 
structed as to the raising ^ of some petty 
duties for the Company’s new Court of Admiralty, 
we shall need to say lA more of tliat now, but ex¬ 
pect to hear from you and iiim, Sow you have re¬ 
gulated that matter for the benefit of the Company, 
and use of the inhabitants 

If you Should find such a Corporation as afore¬ 
said advisable to be 'fcstitiited, it w'ould be most 
convenient that all debates in the (.''ourt of Alder¬ 
men slioulfl be in EngUsli (if it w'ere possible); 
but if that cannot be at present, you must contrive 
methods to briftg it to that in time. * 

“ If the officerf^of flic Court of Aldermen shouhl* 
seize atiy Englishmen for drunkenness or any sucli 
iikti crime, they are not to be resisted; but every 

* A 1 
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EtigUslimaii is to 1 >p aimed l>efore tks 
or some English Justice tlte 9^eace, and not to 
be judged or censured by any foreigif&r in a criminal 
©firuije. But in an acticKi civil or personal, between ttn 
Euglbhman and any foreigner, tlw} Court of Aider- 
men, by the Mayor’s vot-e, shall judge and deter- 
mine without appeal, if the value be under three 
I’agodas; but if it be above three BagodaS' any 
paidy aggrieved may ap]3eal W our Couji of Ad¬ 
miralty as jiforesaid. 

“ The Mayor and two Aldermen shall be a 

quorum for ilie trial of }>e;tty causes; but no duty 

shall be levied upon th£^ inhabitants for public- 

slructures,* officer’s salaades or other ornaments,. 

but wit h consent of tlie A^jivor aiwl at least six: of 

%> 

the Aldermen. 

“ The Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses, and 
all their officers, before they enter upon their rt',s- 
pective trusts sliall take an ojith to l>e true and 
fhithful to his Majesty, to the Company, and to the 
Company’s General of Jndiu for the time being. 

“ The Courtilf- Aldermen may, by virtue of the' 
powers granted by our ini,ended C’harter, assess 
and levy a rate upon the inhabitants for the build¬ 
ing of one or more 1‘ree school or schools for teach¬ 
ing the English tongue to««Ocrdoo8, or Moors, or 
<^tlier Indian children; and I’or salaries to the 
iSchoolmastcrs, and by degrfTfs for many other pub¬ 
lic good works, their constitution being to be so 
♦Iramed, that our lV?ident and CSunciJ shall al¬ 
ways influence their debates'and resolutions. 

Your three English Aldermen are always to 
be the Company’s servants, and when any of them, 
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for any mufne; cease to be the fCompany*® servants, 
they are to oeasc ft be Aldepneri; and oiir Pi'esi- 
tleiit jutid Goii%eii are to nommate anci appoint 
some otber of tbe Company’s servants to be Alder¬ 
men in tlie room and stead of such English. 
Aldermen so removed from the Company’s service. 

“ If any doubt arise conceruing the true mean-* 
ing or exercise of the powers intended by such a 
iJharter, our President and Council are to deter¬ 
mine all such doubts ; and all persona are to con¬ 
form to their deternunatiou until our own minds 
be further declared tlicrein* 

** ileeides the copy the Portsmouth Charter 
to help your invention, we have drawn a similay 
form of C'hai’ter with such alteration as wo ap[M’c- 
hend necessary at present, which you may alter 
mid add thereunto as you see cause, and then re¬ 
turn auothoi* draugld to us, with the bbiiiks lillcd 
up with the names of all such persons us you tliink 
iittesi to be the first and modern*constitution. 

in your nominatioft of the first Aldermen, and 
f(jr ever hereafter, you must obs#ve not to make 
two brothers at the same time Aldermcm, nor any 
that are near kindred; bi^ so mix the heads of 
iill castes i«i that Court that yon may always 
Jiold the balance. Many other partieulars of thi.s 
and other kinds, you may find wisely provided 
for* in the Dutch papers before mentioned, which 
will be worth your studying and freqoimt perusaL 
“ Our design in the wholo is to set up the 
Dutch Government hmong the English iiv the* 
indices (than whicli a better cannot be invented) 
for the good of posterity, and to put us upon an 
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equal footing of power with them to offend or de¬ 
fend, or enlarge the En|;lish domftuon imd unite the 
strength of our nation under one entifo and absolute 
cotmnand subj.t^ct to us ; as we are and e\er shsiU be 
most dutifully to our own sovereign. But tkk 
dislinolion we will make, that we will always ob* 
serve our own old KiUglish terms, viz. Attorney 
fxeiieiral instead of Fiscal, Aldemrau instead of 
Scopin, Burgesses instemlof Burghers, Serjeants 
instead of Bailies, President and Agent "Instead of 
('Onunander, Director, or (l^oininissary, etc. And 
this with his Majesty’s approbation weave resolved 
to j)ursue steadily, ami ^hrow everything out of 
the way that obstructs or retards this good and 
great reformation.” 

Such was the plan proposed by Mr. Josiah 
(Mkl to the Madras Council on the 28tli Septem¬ 
ber, 1687 ; and which we believe is now puolish- 
ecl for the first time. It is a curious coiiieidence 
that at this very * nioinent a similar plan is being 
laid before the "Madras rToV^crimient by the Sani¬ 
tary Beforra Committee in this Presidency ] a cir- 
cmnstance which null not diminish the interest of 
the above record. Mr^ Josiah Child however was 
far more prompt in carrying out the fifclieme, than 
jnodern authorities are likely to be. Though he 
had invited the Agency at Madras to offer any 
suggestions they pleaded, yet within three months, 
the maces'«tirul sword were semt out, t.('gether noth 
orders for the imnwliate formation of a Corpora¬ 
tion, and within a year the Corporation itself was 
in working order. On the 12th December, 1687, 
tlie Ageticy was informed that Mr. Child, as 
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iiovenmr of tbe Company, and Mr. Batbui'st, as 
B^iifey Governed, had been admiUod to an 
aiidiance vvithatiis Majesty James II and the Cabi¬ 
net Council ; and that the audience had resulted 
in a determination to send out a (Jiaiter iitAder 
the Company’s seal. In Septetnber, 1688* the 
(.Iqrporatbn ivns fairly establialied, as will be seen 
by die foilo«v'ing extracts. 

Thursday, 13th September, 1688. Aocord- 
ing to yestei‘day’s summons, the Tresident and 
Council met at the Fort Hall, to advise about the 
establishing' of the Corporation of this city, where 
were present all, the Mayor, Ilecorder, Aldermen, 
and Burgesses in town ; when it was agreed to 
meet in their Gowns and Omdhionls at the Town 
Hall 01,1 the ‘29th instant. The Alclernien in scar¬ 
let serge gowns, and the Burgesses in white China 
silk, to consult '“about the choosing whom they 
.shall think lit to make up the niijnber of Aldermen 
appointed by the Cl]prter. 

“Saturday, 29th September, 1688. Accord¬ 
ing to this day’s appointment, the President, 
Mayor, Ilecorder, Aldermen, Burgesses and chief 
of the inhabitants met af the Fort Hall ; before 
whom the Right Honorable Company’s Charter 
was publicly read by the Secretary. After which 
the President administered oaths to the Mayor and 
Recorder for their due performance of tjicir places ; 
and then the ^ayor and Recorder did the like to 
the Aldej'men and •Burgesses, in their several* 
manner aiul formS. A while after we-nt to dinner, 
and about three in the evening the whole Corpora- 
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tioii niarohetl in Iht'ir several Kobes, with the 
M.'iccs before the Mayor, to the Ibwn Ilall/’ 

Monday, 20tU October, lOSS® Mr. Nallia- 
niel lI%ginson, Mayqp, having the care and ctiar^ 
of the (jenoval Books of Aoconipts and the Mint 
upon him, which will take nj) so miicU of his time 
that he cannot atUnul the Court so often as may 
be rerjuilite,—it is therefore agreed and ordered 
that the Mayor’s Court be held onec a fortnight, 
ami tiiat any two of the thre(* English Aldermen 
Justices, or what other Aldermen arc willing to go 
to the (dioiiUry as i'ormerly hvice a week, to Iieur, 
punish, and determiue all ^uall ofleuces and com- 
jdaints to the amount of two Jhigodas fine or award, 
all greater to be deij|rred to the Mayor’s (k)urt to 
be examined and decided there.” 

■ Before leaving this subject we may mention 
that in consequence of the troubles arising from 
the war with the Mogul, and the, ])reseuee*of 
Aiirungzcbe in thef Dekkhau, no direct Muuieipfd 
assessment wms mado*for stme time ato'ward«, 
and that consequently, the Mayor and Aldern»eii 
delivered in the following petitioji, ilated 5th 
August, 1089. 

“ do the llon’ble ]yiliu Tale, Fi'owidcnt and 
Governor of Kort St. George, an<l Conneii. 

“ VVliereas the Right llon’l*le English East In¬ 
dia Company having been plciiaed by their Chaitcr 
under thenriarger seal, bearing date the 30th day 
of Pccernber, 1687, in the thin], year of our 
,Sovereign Lord James the<^nd, King of Gre.at 
ilritain, etc., to luuke this thefr city a coxdjora- 
tion, by constituting and erectiiig a Court, con- 
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srsthjg ()f Major. Altleruien, etc., not only for 
the ea$e of the Hoii’'ble President, ' etc., as 
a)s>o for heaiing and redeeming all complaints 
ilnd grievances of tlie inhafeitants according tb 
to eqnity, good^conscience, liis well as the Laws of 
the fcnglisli nation; and because the Corporation 
have not as yet any stock, or found able to defray 
tlm necessary charges and expenccs of such olH- 
cers and servants as must unavoidably be employed 
for the public good of the plaw. 5 and seeing the 
circumstances of the times are so that we Ciiunot 
impose yet any taxes upon the inhabitants, either 
to support the Corpornlion by building a Town 
Hall, (Schools, Sewers, etc., for ornament and 
heathfulness of the place,— * 

The Mayor and Aldermen, ete.rio humbly x'c* 
quest the Honorable President and Council woukl 
please to grant and assign over to the Corpo¬ 
ration, the ])ctty dues of Haiiksaifc Toll, measuring 
of grain, weighing of goods, as iS usual in all Cor¬ 
porations in Enghind^^ 

This request was granted at llie cinsultation 
held on tlie Momlay following. 

We now turn to the gciieral history of the Pre¬ 
sidency. hi August, 1688^ an Assurance Office 
>vcis established in Madras, according to the plan 
laid down in the following notice. 

“ These are to give notice to nil jicrsons, that 
the Kight Honorable Company have ordered and 
established an«lssurance Office for the greater eii- 
eourngeiiient and^.secfirity of trade, where all per> 
sons may be rightly informed themn, both as to 
assuring and being assured, according to the sevc- 
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ral ^^oyag^s and preminrns the jgirties shall treat 
and a*jree upon ; where also they ihay have authen¬ 
tic Policies drawn and registered, tlfe fees where^ 
of being only one qlfarter per cent, to the Bight 
llou'ble Company, anfl nine faiiauil to the register 
for each I’olicy j and those who have occasion may 
repair to Mr, 'J'lioinas Gray at his ofllce in the Ciis- 
tom Hcmse ; no other Policies being held legal but 
which are registered by liim. Dated at Fort St. 
George in the City of Madras this 23th day of 
August, anno 1G88.” 

The following extracts wdli speak for them¬ 
selves. ** 

“ Monday, 12th November, IGSS. Some rogues 
to the northward having falsilied and coaterfeited 
our Pagodas Coin, making Pagodas of the same 
stajup but not three quarters the value of ours, 
which has raised great (knibts and scandals upon 
our coin, to th^ depreciating it two or three 
per cent, below Pulicat Pagodas, even in ouv 
city by tjie Merchants anS l Slirolls to the groat 
prejudice and discredit of our Pagodas, and 
loss of our Mint custom ; it is thenifoto agreed 
and ordered that Puaclamation be made in 
several parts of the toyvn and city, prSliibiting all 
])er3ons whatever from advancing anything upon 
the Pulicat Pagoda by exchange ; and whosoever 
shall otfend herein, to pay twemty i^igodas for the 
first fault, and douldefor the sccojid, and a twelve- 
month’s improvement for thqL^iliird.* 

“ Also that all persons be forbidden to smid 
Gold from hence to be coiucfl at-Pulicat Mint, 
upon forfeii|u*c thereof upon due proofs ; and that 
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the Justices of the Peace do appoint the puhlishing 
and afhxing theie order? in English, Portuguese, 
and Oeutoo at?several puhHc places of the City,** 
Monday, 4tli February,^ 1689. The misera¬ 
ble bad times and trade occasions great eomplainte 
about Hie collecting and paying the ground Quit 
Beats, and Mr. Thomas Waved, the appointed 
OplLector^ and his assistants, having been stricter 
and larger therein than was required by the Right 
Honorable Company or is,—he is therefore ordered 
to keep to those rules, and to receive no more 
than i) fanams for a great house, and fanams 6 and 
S for small houses in tlqj Gentoo town, except such 
as belong to the Christians, which is according to 
the Company’s express orders.” 

Mr. AVavell, who was present at this consulta¬ 
tion, p'otested against the rebuke as follows: — 

There was ntj^er any rate or rule given me lo 
colh^ct the Quit Rejils by the Ooyernor and Coun¬ 
cil, while making their consnltiftious. As to my 
strict collection of tharaforesaid Quit Rents, I am 
sure if guilty of anything it was of too much lenity 
to the inhabitants.” 

The foPowing entries refer cbieily to the war 
with the Mogul, which liad been commenced at 
the instigation of Mr. Child, and was persisted in 
by him with his accustomed ardour and obstinacy. 
^Notwithstanding the failure at Chittagong, the 
following remarks appear in a General Eetter, 
dated 27th Ai^gust, 1688. 

“ The subjects of the Mogul cannot bear a wai^ 
with the English Tor twelve months together, with¬ 
out starving and dying by thousands, for want of 

• B 1 
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B'ork to puvrhaac rioe; not singly &fl’ want of our 
trade, bat because by our war,owe dbstmot Uieir 
trade with all the Eastern natioiu:^ wMeh is tesn 
times as much as oi^s, and all European notions 
put togetlier. Themore coaoiiKte Fort St. 
(George is now much more worth ami seciite to us^ 
tlmn ever it was in tlm mean King of Ocdomda'a ^ 
time I for he^liad little at sea ibr us to i^venge 
ourselves upon; but now if new injuries should be 
offered us, we have a fat enemy to tlctii with, Iknu 
whom something is to be got to bbiur our charges. 
Thei’efore w'e conclude that the Mogul’s goveniom 
will never give us fmsh ^nrovocations, nor deny 
you St Thome, or anything else you shall reason’- 
ably and fairly request of liim. 

** No great good was ever attained in this world 
without throes and convulsions, and therefore we 
must not grinlgc at what is past.** 

Tlie state of ]V1,adras during this period may be 
inferred fi’om the followiujj, extracts. It will be 
seen that the expedition against Bengal hod so tor 
failed, that all the C’onipaiiy’s servants there hod 
been compelled to take refiige at Fort Si* George. 

“Thursday, 7tli MKrch, 1689. iigeiit Char* 
nock, las (’onncil, and the sevei?al Factors and 
Writers to the number of twenty-eight persona^ 
being arrived from Bengal, who, having frem their 
disturbances and sudden siu'prising depfurture 
thence, laden the llight Honoi^ble Company’* 

, concerns and remains in great confwoiott upon the 
several ships, of w^bich we Ua\^e received neither 
Invoices nor Bids of Endingit is thetofore or- 



J mSXOfKT OF HAI>RAS. |!ll 

*• 

tdered tlmi e«ch CcsmtHiand^r give ti Mat ^ 
wlieat they b-ave fiH board/’ 

** Tbitr^ay# 14tii Marcb. There being tw^ 
Compauiea of sokHers ia the Garrken ail4 ftaiEf 
«xore now bmtght by the Bengal 
lamiy Anperaumerary officers »t very grcait eb^ge 
to iesseii,'^tbe (lovmior proposed tlmt the Por- 
l^aese and Topasses formerly iir the Oarrfeoni^ 
wfo refused aervmg tlie Honorable Goinpaiiy any*** 
where but at this place» that they be disbanded } 
Imi Umt the Portinguese and Topasses that re« 
turned from the Bay shestld be eontimted in ser¬ 
vice for their eueouragement, having by their 
character of ^leir commanders disdsmrged th^ 
-duties readily and ivelL” 

“ Monday, 18th Mnitch. Letters from Ba- 
sherad Khau,, the Mogul’s Dewan, whcfrebi he 
descants upon ^hc smauiiess of our rent atfll pFC’- 
sent, in cemsideration of the great profits and 
i-even>«es tve made of the plucft, which now was,, 
under the Mogul’s dominion, and therefore not to 
foe as in the King of Golconda’s time. His elikf 
design herein being to get a greai present from 
tis, which being well considered of, it is resolved 
not to c®iie«de to, since it im do us little kindness 
<ind may encourage their exactions, 

“ The Dewan’s messenger, a great Moorman 
that Was sent with tlie letter Cud to discourse 
more particularly in this occafsion, was sent for 
««d civilly trei|fod ; who, after imtny stories and 
inagnifying his Master’s interest and power in th<^ 
Mogul’s Court add this country ; the President 
t^ld him that we were and should be very desirous 
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to continue the Bewan^s friendskip, whkk wcktipe 
he would not deny us^ in con^deFation of the 
many great advanti^es our settlements and trade 
brought to the country ; and that he was misin^ 
formed of our profits by it, the Hevenues not de¬ 
fraying half the charge we were at in maintaiising 
it and the poor ; however it waa our own, ghr^ 
us by the grant of several Kings, and solely raised 
and built by the Eight Honorable Gompatiy’s 
charge from a barren sand ; which we should ile- 
fend against all opposers’ of our right; and so 
dismissed the Moor with calmer thoughts and ex- 
pectations than he brought^ ’^ 

“ Monday, 15th April 1689. The Court Mar¬ 
tial upon the 12tli instant, having tried the nine 
EugUshmen sent us by the Dutch Commissary 
from l^ulicat, and finding them all guilty of piracy, 
thou^ not all equally culpable ; therefore it was 
concluded by majority-of votes to condemn two to 
death, and six to be branded in the forehead with 
a “ P.which six was to have b(‘cn branded to 
day, but the Marshall being sick, it is orderetl to 
defer the execution till to-morrow; and iliat two 
of them he. branded at the execution post under 
the Fort point, and that the guards drawn up 
to be spectators of the sad examples. The otlier 
four, to make their punishment more exemplary 
and to terrify others,—it is ordered that two be 
branded aboard the ‘'"Williamson'' and the other 
two aboard the “ }le«olution and,.the said otfen- 
ders do proceed on their to the West Coast.” 

Friday, 27th September, 3t)89. J.iast night 
the President receiving a letter from PuUcat, ad- 
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vising that the Mogul has ordered the beseiging 
this place and dtstroying all the JElnglish in his 
dominions^ and to seize their cpneeitis, with many 
other severities against us j^assuring us they re¬ 
ceived late letters from (Jrolconda of the certainty 
thereof, as also the cx)ntinued <lifFerenoes at Bom¬ 
bay which had exasperated the Mogul to this cniel 
order; but that we may not be surprised, the Pay¬ 
master Storekeepers (in their several employs) arc 
► ordered to fit and repair the defences of the town, 
and walls of the Gnrrison, and make provision of 
Powder, Shot, etc., sufficient agamst a seige.” 

“ This evening was jpformed with the sad news 
of llaja Rajah*8 dmtth (i. e. Siiuibajee, king of tbe 
Mahrattas); but no account wlm is like to suc¬ 
ceed.” In an entry of the 4ih December, we find 
that Rama Raja had succeeded. 

“ Monday, Utli October, 16S9. The “ PeorF* 
frigate arriving yesterday from Alzagnpatam, and 
by her came Bengal peons, whef brought us seve¬ 
ral letters and a firmamn from the new Nabob of 
Bengal, Ibrahim Khan to the President, dated 2nd 
J uly, very kindly inviting us to return and reset¬ 
tlement, with assurance of a just and fair usage to 
the HighU lionorablc. Company’s servants and 
tratle, and upon the former privileges, and to assist 
us ill the recovery of our debts owing to us in those 
parts ; much blaming the late Nabob’s injiiRtice 
and cruelty to our people; which notwithr 
standing it if most acccjitable news to us, as 
we doubt not it will fiiso be to the Right HonorabU 
(Company ; but fiur resettlement lieing a matter of 
great weight and importauce, it is ordered and 
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agreed that the hgeni, etc. of the Bmga3! 
be summoned to a CauBcil with His. 

Thursday^ l^h October. A^t£)hai|ioo)i: agd 
Coiureil bmg this dajyoined with m 
the Nabob's lettevs and hvmauu hrosa Bengal to) 
the Fresid^t vfere perused and long debate oit,. 
and being conduded to be a happy good oppenrtp!** 
nity to return and settle in Bengal, that iBoternr 
meat being under that famously jmt and good 
Nabob Ibrahim Khan, who has so kindly inritod i 
us to it, and faithfully engaged our peace and 
safety, of Ins lionour tlie Agent Ims haxl long CKperi- 
ence at Patna; . . but the^ war contianiiag stfll at 

Bombay.it is agreed that the (ienml of 

Surat be advised as soon as possible thereof, and 
copies of the tirmaun and letters sent him, with 
our opinion thereof, desiring his advice and orders 
therein, ami that a small vessel be. fitted for that 
piirppse, the overland passage being very uncertain 
and dangerous.” • 

The danger of the jVgencjbat this time rooy !>« 
gathered from the following account of the seir;aro 
of the English Factory at. Yizagapatam, by the 
order of the MoguL 

“ Thursday, Ifith OeVober, 1689. Jjetter from 
Maddapolhun conftnuing the sad disaster at Vi&a- 
gapatam, givii^ us a relation thereof as follows. 
Tlmt on the 13tli ultimo, the 8eer Ijascar by the 
Mogurs orders had sent liis llashwar to our 
Factory in order to seize and bring /]iway the Eng- 
tlish and till th/dr concents.*' The said llashwar 
with his fctt’ces coming uigli tlie tbwn in the night, 
where lie had pitched his Tent, etc ; and about 




OF HABEAS, 

% 

Mints did fitirrDimd the ¥actoiy with hii men, 
and acqumnted *the Engliah with the Ideer Las- 
orders, aTo which was replied, they cokld 
itot go up without their Idiaster’s orders. Then 
m tht hrst Itash^rar was takmg the CMef by liand 
to pluck him out of the house, Mr. Hail tires hla 
blunderbuss and kills three of their men ; upon 
^hieii they murdered Mr. Stabks, Mr. Hall, and 
Mr. Groke, taking the rest prisoners, and seiziiig 
upon all the Eight Honorable Company’s conoeras. 
1^0 further news of Mr. Dubois and Mr. Fketwood, 
wlu) wci^ gone up the country for prbnsion of 
paddy for the Bight JJonorable Company’s ac¬ 
count.” 

We shall conclude the present chapter, with the 
following account of a plan for relieving the poor, 
which was proposed in a General Letter dated 
11th September, 1688, 

** Upon perusal of your Consultation Books/ 
we find in several places you pa^ money out of the 
Company’s Stock, foi^elieving of Sbme poor Eng*^ 
Ush, and other charitable uses, which is more than 
we can justly or dare do ourselves ; we being not 
entrusted with the Adventurer’s Stock as the Go¬ 
vernors of 4lospitals, but* to trade with it, and to 
fortify and defend our trade by treaties or arms. 
Yet since there will in ail Colonies be a necessity 
sometimes to relieve distressed poor, we would 
have you raise a fund or stock for that purpose, 
which yon ma^ intnist in the hands of two or thitje 
of our Council, and tWo or three of the best, mosip 
charitable, and ablest of j^our Inhabitants, whom 
you may commission by themselves or their pro- 
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per officer, to ask and receive upon all Pay days, 
and every Lord's day, or one# a month at the 
Church, what shall be freely contrlVuted towards 
the relief of the jyoor % and you may entitle those 
so commissioned by flic name or style of ** Fathers 
of the poor/* as the Butch call them ** Fathers*' 
or Masters of the West houses.’* 

In another part of the same letter we are told 
that the Butch were confessedly, by the whole 
world, the most considerate, prudent, and fore¬ 
seeing of any people in Europe in nfFaii’s of this 
kind, and that the poor's stock in the city of Ba¬ 
tavia had ab'cndy become of* the value of thirty 
thousand pounds. 
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CHAFTEB X. 

CrOfEKNOUSHIP OF ME. ELIHU 

(Continuid.), 

1687—1692. 

« 

The annals of the years 1689 and 1699, whi<^ 
are included in the present chapter, are marked by 
two important incideijfs, namely, the rise of the 
Armenian Community, and the breaking out of the 
war with France. Before however noticing these 
interesting events, it will be as well to draw' ntten-' 
tion to the following extracts which arc valuable 
as exliibiting tUt rchdivc position of the English, 
French, and Dutch in Southern India, ns w'ell as 
their attitude tow'ards Aurungz«be the Mogul, and 
Bama llajah, the ncu^king of the Mahrattas. It 
may hei*e be j-emarked that (he French luid pur^ 
chased the village of Pondicherr 3 ^, together with a 
small «ndjacent tract, as early as 1672, from the 
king of tjje now extincf kingdom of Bijapore. 
Consequently the French settlement wo® dependent 
on the Mahrattas, whilst the English were partly 
dependent on both (he Mahrattas and tlie Mogul. 

‘‘Monday, 4th December, 1689. Having re¬ 
ceived certain advice from the Chief aiwl Council 
at Conimere fi*) thal; Kama Eajah, king of thg 
Alahrattas, is corae overland from his kingdom and 
army at Poona to the government and castle at 
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Ginjee, and tliat the ^’rench and IMtch hiavo al-r 
ready sent persons with considefahle presents to 
eonj^tnlate him into the country, s^ach ^ported 
to be to the amount, oi nearly 1400 I^a^das; and 
it being also expected that we should Ufcewise pay 
oiir respects to him in the same nature, as well f<^ 
the favourable assistance done the Bight Honorable 
Company at Bombay, as also for the protection of 
our Garrison and trade in his country ; and though 
he may expect to be visited by one of our Council, 
yet lest that should -give suspicion to the Mogul 
government and army in these parts and exasperate 
them agtiinst us, wliich thej/ seem now inclined to 
from the late news and troubles at Bombay we 
therefore conclude it more safe and expedient that 
the Chief of Conimere, with a suitable retinue, do 
go and visit Hama Bj^ab at fiinjee, with a piescnc 
from thence, wherein not much to exceed the 
amount of Pagodas 600. tSiuce the French cir¬ 
cumstances and oifi’s in those paiis are different, 
where they having" their chie^ residence and settle¬ 
ment in that govcnirnent, and lately built a con- 
sidex*able Fort at Pondicherry. The jiarticulars of 
our present to be one of the Right Honorable Com¬ 
pany's Persian horses, with handsomer furniture ; 
three or four pieces of broadcloth, fine and ordi¬ 
nary ; fire arms ; with some othei varieties that may 
be most pleasing and acceptable to him. 

“Tuesday, lOth December, 1689. This day 
eame news from Ooikimere that the ^ahrattas had 
besieged the French at Poridicherry, demanding 
great sum of money from them,* notwithstanding 
they had lately received a considerable present &orn 
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(them; and ihat the Cotumere (government and the 
l>ewau*s peons 4ave likewise been very pressing 
with onr mer<iiant3 there for 1000 or 600 Pagodas 
a man loan from them. ^ 

“ Thursday, 12th October. Ordered that the 
out town (i. 6, Black Towii)^and bridge river be 
trenched and fortified with turf and clay work as 
well and soon as possible; it being reported tliat 
a considerable force from the Mogul is coming 
against us,*' 

This measure appears to have excited considera¬ 
ble discussion in the consultation room, and four 
out of the seven men recorded their protest against 
it, in their own hand writing* Mi*. Thomas 
Waved wi’ote,—I except the trenching and 0rti- 
fyiug the oxit town with bulw^arks, it l>eing in my 
opinion rather a battery agaitist the Fort, than any 
defence to it.” Mr. William Fraser wrote,— 
approve of the walling in of the Black-town with 
a substantial brick wall, welh for strength as for 
securing the HonoraWe Company’s Customs ; but 
not wdth mud or turf which wdlJ soon moulder 


away; and that the Honorable (Company be not at 
sixpence eliarge thereon.” Mr. William Cowley 
wrote,except the {(Vilifying and entrenching 
the 31ack town, being of opinion that mud walls 
and bulwarks will ucifher answ^cr the cliarge o)* 
cud proposed.” Mr. Thomas Gray simply wrote, 
— “1 consent to fortify upon the (governor’s pro¬ 


mise to reimburse the Company if they disapprove 
of it.” t . 


^‘Wednesday,* 18th December, 16S9. There 


being a black fellow and slave named Francisco, 
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alias CLow, condemned to death in the Mayor's 
Com't for theft, who appealing*to the President 
and Council, and there appealing no evidence 
against liim at trial, ^orc than his own confession 
under punishment before his trial, at which time 
lie pleaded not guilty; notwithstanding wliich, the 
Jut}’' brouglit him in guilty only upon liis former 
confession; which being a hard case, and this 
offence too common amongst oiu* slaves, and usual¬ 
ly punished with a corporal punisliuient and 
banishment:—it is therefore agreed and ordered 
that the said Chow be pardoned the sentence of 
death; and that he lie stigpiatized on the shoulder 
with the Honorable Company’s mark with a hot 
iron, and banished to the West C’oast (of Sumatra) 
the Bight Honorable Company’s slave, where he 
may do them service and be more exemplary than 
bv his death*” 

We now arrive at one of the great events in the 
domestic history of Madras, namely, the first ap¬ 
pearance of the Armenians. 4 The Armenians, as 
our readers are aware, originally inhabited the 
great mountainous region on the upper courses of 
the Euphrates, Tigris, and Araxes, and ‘at an 
early period were caiiverl.ed to the Christian faith. 
•Subsequently they fell under tlie rule of the Fei*- 
siaii kings, and suffered severe persecution from 
the followers of Zoroaster. At length they were 
scattered by tiie advancing tide of Mussulman con¬ 
quest ; ami, like the .Tews, they sp^,^i over Asia 
^id became the great merchants and brokers in 
the eastern world* 8om<; made tlifwr wav to India, 
and the Directors of the Company sent out explicit 
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directions that they should be enooaraged to reside 
withiu the JiJagliaii settlements, and invested with 
certain privileps and rights, whkh were guaraa."' 
teed by a special contract inj|de between some re¬ 
presentatives of the Armenians wlio^visited London, 
and the Bkcclors of the East India Company, This 
contract is brietly noticed by lVIi\ MiU, who how¬ 
ever acknowledged that he was igiioraut of its 
terms. His commentator Mr. Wilson, however, 
boldly iiisimiates that there is no reason for sup¬ 
posing that there was any contract at ail. This 
is only another instance of the mistakes into 

a/ 

wliirh the historians of India have not unfrequently 
fallen, from neglecting To go through the neeessan^ 
dmdgery of pontsing* the voluminous recorda* /it 
has been our good fortune to find a ropy of the 
contract, the exisienoe of which w^as doi»bted if 
not denied by so distinguished a scholar as 
Wilson. It is (5jitcid 22iid dune, JfJSS, and though 
our s])ace will not permit us to <give it entire, we 
append the most inqxi^'tant clauses. 

The preamble declares that after long conferences 
l>etween Sir Josiah Child on behalf of the Com¬ 
pany, and Coja Panous, Calendar, an Armenian 
Merchant pf Ispahan, iftid Sir John CUiardin, 
Knight, both on behalf of the Armenian nation, the 
East India Company had agreed, 

Jst, That the Armenian nation sliall now, and 
at all times hereafter, have equal sluu'e anti benefit 
of all indulgences this Company have or shall at 
any time hereiuter grant to any of their ow Ad- 
ventoers or other English merchants whatsoever. 

“ 2nd, That they slmll have free liberty at all 
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times hcTf after to pass aiwJ repass to and from lii- 
dia on any Company’s ships, (m as advanta^us 
tcnus as any freemen whatsoever. < 

“ 3rd, That they shall have liljerty to live in 
any of the CoQ^pany s cities, ganisons, or towns 
in India, and to buy, sell, and purchase land or 
houses, and be capable of aU civil offices and pre¬ 
ferments in the same manner as if they were Eng- 
lilhmen born ; and shall always have the free and 
undisturbed liberty of the exercise of their own 
religion. And we hereby declare, that w’e will 
not continue any Oovenior jri our service that 
shall in any kind disturb discountenance them 
in the fuU enjoyment of all the privileges hereby 
granted to them ; iieillier shall they piiy any other 
or greater duty in India than the Company's 
h'aclors, or any other Englishman born do or 
ought to do. 

‘‘ 4fch, Tiiat they may voyage from any of tlic 
Company’s garrisons to any other ports or places 
in India, the South Seas, /)hina, or the Manillas 
in any of the Company’s ships, or any permissive 
free ships allowed by the Company; and may have 
liberty to trade to Chinas the Manillas, or any 
other ports or places whliin the limits pf the Com¬ 
pany’s Charter, upon equal terms, duties, and 
freights with any free Englishmen whatever,” 
Again on the 10th August, same year, we fiiui 
that all liberty previously granted to private per¬ 
sons to send Indw goods home ^uring the war 
gainst the Mogul, was anivilled and made void, 
except the liberty granted to tht?-Armenians. 

There can be no doubt but that Coja Panous, 
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Oaleikdar, was thus entitled to the lasting gratitude 
of the whole Amfcnian eoniinuaityi though truth 
compdla us to uay that he took advantage of his 
position to obtain a nice littje monopoly for himself. 
%at Coja Panous thereby exhibited great presence 
of mind, and did infinite credit to his Armenian 
descent, will be acknowledged by all; but we think 
that some credit is also due to the wide aw^ake 
Jjondoncr, Sir Josiah Child. It seems that Ooja 
Panous had agr^bed that his countiy'men should 
pay a considerable number of duties even on 
gaoiis belonging to the overland trade; and 
in return ho obtained from Sir Josiah Child the 
following little favour which speaks for itsdf. 

Whereas Coja Panous, Calendar, etc. Jl^hh 
taken great pains in making an agreement with tlw 
said Company for a gn^at trade to be carried on 
in lllnglish shipping by himself and cthei's of the 
Armenian nation, the said Oovornor and Company 
in consideration thereof do by 4hcse presents (at 
the request of the $ai<l> Coja Panous) freely giant 
imto him and his family the sole trade of Ganiets, 
etc. And the said. Company do hereby declare, 
that they will neither trade iu the said commodity 
themselves,(^nor suffer any* other persons, Ifinglisli 
or strangers, for the future to trade or traffic in 
that commodity. Given under the Company’s 
se^, etc.” 

We cj-ntiot however avoid noticing one other en¬ 
gagement on tje part of the Directoi's, which is 
somewhat remarkable^ considering the general in¬ 
tolerance of the time, Th© following extract win 
explain itself. 
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“ We (the Company) by these pre&enti, declftw*, 
f^rant and ag^ee, that when oveitforty oi‘ more of 
the Armenian nation shall becomen inhabitants in 
any of tlie garrisons,pities, or towns belonging to 
the Compiny in the Bast Indies, the said Arme¬ 
nians shall not only have and enjoy the free use and 
exercise of their religion, but there shall be also 
allotted to them a parcel of ground to erect a 
Church thereon for tlic worship and servipe of God 
in their own "way. And that we will also at our 
oMui charge cause a convenient Church to be built 
of timber, wliich afterguards tlie said Armenians may 
alter and build of stone or ^other solid materials to 
their owm good liking. And the said Governor and 
Company will also allow £50 per annum during 
the space of sex^eu years for the maintenance of such 
priest or minister as they shall choose to olliciatc 
therein/' 

Copies of these contracts were sent to Port St. 
George in a OeiieKil JiCtter, dated 27th August, 
16SS. Wc append an ejfctract from the I.<etter, 
which shews that Sir Josiah ('hiid had formed a 
good opinion of Coja Paiioua* 

“ (Copies of our contracts #itli the Armenmns 
we send yon enclosed, And desire and^strietly en¬ 
join yon to perfonn every part and article thereof, 
that they may have '^no cause to complain of the 
least discomiteiiancc or dis(vjuriigenient from you in 
any respect. . . . They are an innocent harmless 
people, that will not be apt to (jonteiid or ]^ead law 
jWith us, and are certainly s«l)cr, 4ugal, and very 
xvise in all the cominocikies and places of India." 

*VYe shall probably liave many occasions to. re- 
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biWi to the Armenians in future issues ; but wc 
make the followii% extract from the consultations, 
as it appeajfs tt be the earliest notice of them 
presemd in the Madras reccgrds. 

“ Thursday, 6th March, 1690. Senor Gre¬ 
gorio Paron, and other Armenians, in a Petition 
to the Council, representing the privileges they 
agreed upon in England with the Bight Hon*ble 
Company, whcrdn they are to be equal with all 
other English as to the liberties atid customs of 
the place ; they likewise requested to be free from 
all petty duties to the Pedda Naik, Town Conico- 
polies, etc, as tlie EnglisJjL are; they paying nothing 
more than the appointed custom of five per (ient, 
with the aocustomaiy fees ; and though this g|»nt 
will be a great* disemir^ement and lessening to 
the Pedda Naik’s duly, whereby he will be disena¬ 
bled to maintain ±he usmd guards and w’atches he 
is obliged to, but it being the Honorable Com¬ 
pany's orders and agi*ecmeut, the Customers are 
ordered for the future Id exempt them from their 
petty duties.” 

V The following extract illustrates the mode of 
electing Aldermen inHho olden time. 

“ Wedneiiday, ^6th M^rch, 1690. There be¬ 
ing several of the Aldermen's places vacant in the 
Corporation, it is agreed thst Senor Alvaro de 
Pouseca be elected in the room of Senor Domingo 
de Porto deceased, and in the room of the Portu¬ 
guese that have refused standing, they make 
0hoic<j of the ablest Armenians they can get in the* 
city, and TimmapE in the place of Chinna Venca- 
tadry deceased.” 

• n 1 
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About this time the news reached Intlia of the 
great events which had transpired in GTeat Bri^ 
tain. The revolution of 1688 hfd been accom¬ 
plished. James II ^ad '' abdicated’* bis throne, 
and William and Mary had become the sovereigns 
of England. The event Was duly noted to the 
Agency at Fort St. George, in a General Letter, 
dated 15th Febniary, 1689, as follows. 

“ You will hear of the gi-eat change that it has 
pleased God by his wonderful provitlence to make 
in the government of this nation ; and before the 
ship departs we may have occasion to wiite you 
more thereof, when the Lgrds and Commons have 
finished the intended settlement of the Prince and 
Princess of Orange, whom the Lords have voted 
to be King, and Q,ueen of the llcadm.” 

Another General Letter, dated a foitnight later, 
contains the fcjllowing advice. 

“ send y5u lu'rewith 20 Proclamations of 
our new King aifcl Queen, to whom we wish ail 
happiness, and hereby r^iiive to make solenni 
Proclamation of them according to the usual form 
in such extraordinary cases, and cause the like to 
be done at our chief Factc% in Bengal, and at 
our Forts upon the ‘West Coast \ptli all due 
solemnity.” 

England now' became an ally of the Dutch, and 
was at once involved in ti war with France. But 
the following extracts tell their own story. 

“Monday, 21st July, 1G90. deceiving lat® 
^ advices from the Agei»t and Council at Surat of 
the 10th ultimo, enclosing their Majesties (Wil¬ 
liam and Mary) Declaration of War against France, 
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also a warrant for oar hostility in these parts, both 
which ate ordered to be solemnly proclaimed to¬ 
morrow mornitg at the Fort Gate, Choultry, and 
Sea Gate, accompanied by (j^ptain Thomas Gt&y 
ami Mr* William Hassell, and attended with a 
company of soldiers, the Secretary and Town 
(^derk, etc., formalities as usual in such cases. It 
is likewise ordered that their authentic copy be 
sent to Bengal.’’ 

Thursday, 1st Jtugust, 169^)v, The Heer 
I^awrence Pitt, GorOTiOr of Pulicat, having some 
days since passed this port witli three ships bound 
with Pulieiit stores ammunition for Negapa- 
tam, but being the way surprised with the news of 
a Fi-ench fleet arrived on Cey lou, who had tafc^ a 
lly boat of theirs, and was supposed to bo bound 
for this coast; which occasioned tlic Dutch Go¬ 
vernor’s rtiturn a^id sending a letter to the Presi¬ 
dent of Fort St. George to desire our permis¬ 
sion for his fleet anchoring in* this road under 
our protection, aud« to join with our ships 
against the enemy, and to consult with the Presi¬ 
dent what shall be most expedient in this affair; 
whose letter was accordingly answered and liberty 
granted. came to an Anchor, paying all ac- 
eustomary civilities to the place, and it is agreed 
that upon his coming ashore, lie be entertained 
according to his quality and business, and that we 
unite our forces as well as for the defence of our 
ships as the garrison. There being a report tliat 
the French fleet serji out consists of fleventeea^ 
men of war, whicl^is a very considerable force for 
us to dispute with all, it is therefore ordered 
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that the Paymaster do entertain as many Euro¬ 
pean Soldiers and gunners ^tssist^huts as he can^ as 
also Mustesees and Topai^es^ ti]j^ this alarming 
dang^ be^ past; an(LGutiiiT Ivory being ItiMy 
deceased, Captain rutsli«iji| is appointed and or¬ 
dered to succeed in that employ as Gunner of the 
Fort, being well qualified ^crein.’" 

The remaining portion ^ the consultation book 
for the year 1690, is chicify occupied by the unin¬ 
teresting de^ijhs connected with the pm chase of 
Tegnapatani irdm Pama and an obsolete con- 
troversv between Mr. Tale and the memlKws of Ids 
coimciL The approach of the French lieefc how¬ 
ever, and the engagements which took place with 
the French, are matters which will be read with 
interest. The Dutch fleet, under Herr Lawrence 
Pitt, anchored in the Madras roads on the 1st 
of August ; the subsequent entries tell their 
own story. 

“ Monday, 4fcl* August. The Heer Lawrence 
Pitt, being designed to com^ ashore this day, Mr. 
Tlioinas Wavell and Mr. John Cheney were ordered 
to attend upom him aboard, and conduct him 
ashore. 

“ This cTCiiing the D'atch Governor landed and 
was kindly roc^eived by the President at the Sea 
Custom House Gate, and thence eonducied to the 
Fort, welcoming him with 21 great guns, with ail 
other due respects and civilities suitable to lus 
quality and the great allhince of the nations. 

** Tuesday, 61h August, ^liis nforning received 
news of the French fleeCs arrival at Pondicherry, 
consisting of eight sail of sliip.s, two of w'hich is 
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reported to liave been taken from the Dutch, With 
considerable tre^ure aboard of them, betwixt 
Ceylon and N§gapatam, being bound thither from 
Batavia. Also reporting to have met and destroy¬ 
ed a Europe ship of ours at fbe Island of Johanna, 
but what she was, or the certainty thereof, is not yet 
known. 

‘‘ Wednesday, 6th August. An entertainment 
made for Governor Pitt and the rest of the Dutch 


people. 

‘‘ Thursday, 7 th August, Thisf^^ning Gover¬ 
nor Pitt returned on board to ojfder and put his 
fleet in a posture of defence against the Frcndh. 

“ Friday, 8th AuguA. Some French fugitives 
lately running avruy from their flCoi at Pondichdr- 
ry, give us the following relatlion of the unhappy 
loss of Ship “ Herbert” at Johanna (in tJie 
Mozambique Clianucl). That in February last, 
the*French Heel, consistinsr of six men of war, 


set sail from France, and on tlujir way at Johanna 
most unhappily under Dutch colours, surprised 
the “ Herbertbut soon discovered their dis¬ 


guise by surrounding and fighting her; she mak¬ 
ing a brave resistance against all six for three 
hours; when upon approaching darkness she 
endeavourlil to quit herself from them and put off 
to sea, but being overpowered, she wiis fatally 
cleared from her cniel enemies by the blowing up 
of the ship, suj>posed rather by choice than acci¬ 
dent, And tliey also report her to be a very rich 
ship, and thaif near 300 souls perished in her de¬ 
struction; the inhuman French giving no quarter 
the poor creatures that were blown up through the 
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flames into the sea, but basely mimlered them as 
they were crawling half frosteJ* their ships for 
life, m^srely declaring that they >fOuld nowhere 
giye qiwter to the English. The Broneh report 
the Captain and man^'of her mten escaped inti boat 
to Johanna, (xod grant it proves tme;, if so they 
will soon get conveyance for Bombay, where ive 
think they were bound. From Johanna the French 
fleet steered for Pondicherry, and in their way at 
Ceylon took two Dutch ships with money and 
goods to the value of 60,000 Pago<las. From 
thence they sailed to the coast, cruising from 
Tranquebar to PondicheiTy the Srd instant; they 
arrived there with eight sail of ships, where they 
were victualling and fitting them, putting their 
treasure and sick and wounded men a'shorc, making 
great preparations as they report for Siam, Tenivs- 
scrim, or Bengal. 

“ Saturday, 9th August. The Frenclj being 
still at Pondicherry^, making gi*eat preparations for 
some design or voyage, whjch they sometimes rt*- 
port to be for Tenassciim, other times for Bengal; 
but lest their intention should be for this place, 
the Paymaster and Btorekeeper are ordered, with 
the Ofticers and Gunnrrs, to get ail things in 
readiness for the defence of the place ; *tlie (Jover* 
nor also giving them a role, when the Council, 
etc. are ordered to the charge and command of the 
several Gates, Bulwarks, and Points in the Gar¬ 
rison, and quartering our soldiers and gunners; 
ordering each person to vi^t his post to*marrow 
'morning, to repair or supply Jthe wants and de¬ 
fects of each place j and there being now little 
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cb^rge or business at Conimerei it i» 

all but 12soldi(|r8 and gunners do, witb tbeir 

Captain James.,I^sly and qflioers, basteu 

with all expednioa to strengthen out gajyipu^^aind 

skips wkioh are in great want of them. 

** Wednesday, 14tk August. Tke French flSet 
being still at Fondicher^, making great prepam* 
taon tbr some hostile design, and there being great 
reason to suspect .their assaulting the Dutch and 
our ships in this toiid it was therefore proposed 
to hire and man some,ofablest e^mtry vessels 
in the road to join with thC'Dutch ifeet; and that 
ike Governor and the Hoer Pitt consult therdon, 
and draw up rules and 1>i<|!!^rs for tke fleet in case 
of an engageaneut, that w^ nmy notbe siupri^ 
into a COM fusion^ v‘ , 

“Tuesday, ISth August. The French fleet of 
seven sail appeiuiug about eight this morning, the 
garrison was alarmed, the gates shut, and orders 
given for ad persons to repair to^Jkeir several posts, 
the gunners to get tk^ guns in rciidiuess, and all 
possible preparations made to oflend the enciUy 
and defend the place. Captain Heath v Orctered 
aboju'd his ship with sixty soldiers, besides olflcers, 
and reformadocs; and no4ice and aasist&ice given 
to ad the other ships to prepare for an engagement 
if they assaulted us. Advice also to the Dutch 
Governor and fleet that one of the French fleet was 
a fire ship, therefore to prepare against her] who 
courageoJisly returned the President answer, ilnit 
he was,in icadiness pud feared them mi. God 
grant us success.« 

“ A Relation of this Day’s action and eng^jge- 
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ofwait^ betw^ ibe en^y the Fi^eaic^ fleet 
nnd ours jn this 0 

This (Tuesday) beiag St: lic^s's day* 
Frejjc||^eet hpp«^red in sight about eij|ht i»i the 
uioming, consisting seven sail^-^ snc lUen oC 
war and a flreshiji,—all making as near the shore 
as the land Wind would permit them/ At cleveti 
came to an anchor in St, Thome’^d, calling 
there a council of War; the Portuguese welcoming 
them with several guns and their flags abroad» a 
respect not usually paid amongst them to any other 
European nation. About one pf the dock they 
canje so,near that we mt a shot fiNsm the Fort 
to forbid their apiJroach^ iC^hich they took so little 
notice of that immediately flred 'Un the head¬ 
most Dutch ship, Jill theirs and oUrs lUnging as 
near the shore as possible. Soon after^ tlieir whole 
fleet being come within shot of ' ours, they let fly 
with that slmrpiiess and fuiy as is usual to a 
French onset; wliidi was considerably rctened by 
ours, as also played what gcy^is from tlic Fort we 
could bring to bear upon them, which, though at 
great diatauec and random, did some eiecutiou 
“and prevented their coming nearer, or within oUr 
fleet. In this heat they<pntcred their fireship upon 
the Dutch Admiral, fixing their hooks' and grap* 
jdings upon her leew'ard bow, and so blew up im¬ 
mediately into a flame; but was, by the coiu'age 
and dextenty of the Dutch, as soon cut off IVom 
them, driving by the rest of the fleet, a great 
escape and mcrcjS which, if ,it Iiad" taken place, 
\Voiild undoubtedly have destroyed all tlte ships 
in the road ; the French fleet being' ull ready 
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to prosecute tlie confusion Jf tiije -rcst, ?»n4 W^c 
imicji Wulked at lUoir disappointweitt Jlower<tiy 
tliev plied thar guns with 
little exectttion^'^ind after thr^'bpufe’sjipt 
they gwv weiiry of the Ailit j „ returning'^ith 
greater speed than they came, not allowing th&i« 
selves time ^o weigh their An^or, hut fairly cut. 
and niinblr^iij^i^d, like Frepchmen, bringing, 
their fleet io,j 4 h anchor about five leagues to W 
Southward, whe^e tliey rode civilly till about tipn 
the hext day. The same eytjaiiig the Governor 
gave strict charge and conmmlid to all the capiaiua 
and officers round the garrji^oh, to get ^heniselties 
prepared and -a good waleh,,kept, great guns load¬ 
ed and mounted, lest the enemy sSoulcl aJ.»sault u^. 
The same was reconiH^ended t#ali our fleet in 
road; to which was janswered that they were in a< ^ 
better posture of device, and fitter for an engage- i 
ment than they ^’crC before. 

“ Weth^sday, 16th August, ^ This morning 
about ton of the clock, tlm French fleet weighed, 
sailing gently lo the iiot’thward, and in thdr way^ 
at Trivatore valiantly took an old destTted jjoUnfry 
vessel belonging to some ihiUcat inhabitants. Slut 
whither they are bound Gpd knows, butit is con- 
clud(j(l to I?<5ngal. 

** The Dutch and our loss in this fight were but 
eleven men killed and about tell wounded, and but 
little prejudice to our ships. Undoubtedly Ihc 
French have suffered much more, and their sudden 
weighing is au« argument of it* Deaides it is re¬ 
ported that their ^^dji*iral was kill^, and several* 
others gf note, with maiiv seamen, in all sai4’to be 

£1 ' , 
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187 m^, mih coasi^lrablc damage to their ship¬ 
ping and rigging. We also lijiar that tliore were 
sevearal men sent ashore and buriecj^ in St. Thoni^ 
church* when the town late at nignt, fired sevend 
guns, supposed to bi^in respect to the deceased. 

** Monday, S8th August. The Herr Lawrence 
Pitt being designed this afternoon with his retinue 
on board, in order to their proceeding to the Port 
at Negapatam,— the President made an entertain¬ 
ment for him and the rest of the Hutch people, 
fihowing him ail the respect and civilities imagina- 
able due to his quality atid employ ; and about four 
in the evenujg he embarked, eatrying o:flf with him 
the large treasure of l(i10,C'00 Pagodas whidi was 
secured for them in the Fort.’’ 

The French do at this ,time appear to have 
made a second appearance in the lliiadms roads. 
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^ CHAPTER XI. 

# 

GOVERKOESHIP OF HE. EI.1HU TALE. 

{Cotuludei^ 

1687—1692. 

The concluding years of the governorship of 
Mr. Elihii Yale, which will be included in the 
present number, are chiefly bccupied by the pro¬ 
ceedings connected witli a scriovis rti]>tare between 
the President and his Coancil, but they 
nevertheless distinguished by^me incidents which 
win be found of c(»u9iderable interest. A remarka¬ 
ble missionary effort in belinlf of the ludo-Portu* 
guese was mad^by the Directors about thisptaiod; 
and some im})ortant plans nere sent out from 
home for the improvement of the town. Jleforc 
however touching' upofl these matters, it will be m 
w^ell to notks* the quarnd in the (louunl. It appears 
to have ari&cii in const‘qaeaee of some iiTegulnrities 
aaid to have bcew committed by a Mr. Thomas 
Yale, brother of the President, during a trading 
voyage to the'Chinese seas The matter in dis¬ 
pute is however of little consequence in the pre¬ 
sent day. The great point of interest is the man¬ 
ner in which the quiUTcl was canied on ; and the 
correspondency that passed is so strikingly illus¬ 
trative of the period •tliat we cannot lorbear ex¬ 
tracting some of Ihe most racy passages. 
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The first important letter that ^^tas cmteW, in 
the Keeords is the following. papcar aEujfled 
to in the opening ]iraragrapli, is a pere statmient 
of commercial transactionsj made by Thomas Yale 
and supported by tfee President, of no interest 
whatever to modern readers. The present letter 
was written by the Council to the President, it 
is dated 10th November, 1G90, and plainly shows 
tlmt the writers were suffering from a painful at^ 
tack of “ superabundant vigour.*' 

To the Honorable Elihii Yale, Esq,, President 
and Governor of Fort St. George, 
llon’ble Sir,—You delivered us a paper last 
Council day stuffed with ‘^fevasive arguments and 
false affirmations, to blind the Eight Honorable 
Company and cloak your brother’s frauds. Tt doth 
not require our saying miythmg to prove your 
several assertions wholly malicious and untrue, they 
evidently appearing so to all impartial unbiassed 
men, and doubt ^uot our ilon’blc Masters will 
rightly discern them, nofewi|tUstanding your endea¬ 
vours to cast a mist before their imderstandings,” 

etc. , . 

** That confused flashy pamphlet, being a mix¬ 
ture of froth, lies, wdiil, nonlhnsc, and insolent 
abuses, signed to by !Mr. Thomas Yale, and de¬ 
livered us by Your Honour, we shall take no farther 
notice of, tlian to tell youv Honour that tve expected 
something more the purpose, after that paper so 
long lying under your Honour's correction and 
amendment. Your brother’s abundant ignorance so 
' puffed up his vain inii)d with the hopes of being- 
esteemed a wit, that he had the simplicity to di- 
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-vulge his folly to the worlB, by giving a co|iy of 
his infamous libel to all he met of his acquaintance, 
by wliich me^s naif the men in town could re¬ 
peat his senseless stoiy before your Honour deli¬ 
vered it to us.Tfte respect and honour 

due to your place, has kept us from writing in 
your own abusive strain. We are, honourable Sir, 
your most humble servants/* Signed by four mein- 
btirs of council. Hated lOih November 1690. 

No answer appears to have been received to this 
letter; accordingly on the 6th of January, 1691, 
the four members wTote again, requesting J’resident 
Yale to summon weekly councils according to the 
("ompany’s orders. a long time,'* they 

said, ** since you were pleased to summon us'*to 
Council, and permit our ex.amining the Company's 
cash, which you liave by an assuintd, unwarranta* 
blc and arbitmry pow'cr, made use of as suited 
be^t to your own profit, converting it to your own 

use and purposes.’*. ‘‘ Wc must confess 

that your coutinual j|iironts, m)iises, and ill lan¬ 
guage is somewhat unpleasant to u.s, but tve are 
willing to bear with that, and as many more ill 
names as you are able to contrive, rather than to 

let tJic Com])auy’s business suffer. 

We do thdS?cfbrc declare our readiness to promote 
their interest, wdiicli if we find Your Honour still. 
resolved to oppose, we must make it our .study to 
prevent, their approaching ruin.'* 

Three days aftenvards President Yale sent a 
long and powti’ful reply, from whicli we make tlm 
following extracts : . • 

To the w orshipful Council of Fort St, George. 
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I Iiavc been thus Idhg silent to your scttrpbus 
paper of the lOtli November, as well to tsonoeal 
your insolent malice, as to sillxiGe your turbu- 
iencies ; but I see sucb mildness rdi^ber amboldeQe 
than calms them, as by your new venemoua pio- 
duction, whose audacious Msities and threats 
provoke me to a plahvcr answer tlian I intended; 
that the Kight Hon’ble Company and the world 
may judge betwixt me and you as to our. duties, 

actions, and services.. 

. You first mind me of the Bight 

Ilon’ble Company’s orders for tlie calling a Council 
once a week, wdiioh till veiy lately I have duly 
performed twice a week, a^sufficiently by the con^ 
suUation books, where you will also find the great 
neglect and contempt of my smnmons, by the oftm 
wilful absence of some of you, who publicly die- 
dared their slights and aversion to them, aiid the 
reason why 1 have not troubled yon are many* 
Pirst for want of business. Secondly that 1 went 
to my Garden house tor mv health and diversion^ 
as some of you did to the Mount and elsewhere ; 
but mine is so near the town, as was no Imjiedi* 
ment to my inspection of the place or the Hon’ble 
Company’s affairs ; daily giving the usual ord€X*s 
for the garrison, and duly corrcspoliding with 
all places which had occasion; and when any 
other business offered, I proposed it to you 
in writing as appears by tlie entries in the con¬ 
sultation book, acd our several letters, "so that 
there has been no neglect ii) the Bight Hon’ble 
Company's business I knoV the Secu'etary 
also acquainting you by my order that if yon had 
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anything of moment to offer, you might signify it 
to hirh, and I shmild summon a council for it, but 
heard nothing from you thereof. This quiet 
method I proposed as an expedient for the more 
niamiihbus carrying on theTlight Hon'ble Com- 
Mny'safenjJ without interruption, and to avoid 
the usu^ disturbances our meetings were noised 
with; where instead of reasoning upon business, 
Imeiwith nothing but obstructions, provoking 
affronts and cavils ; and what we then agreed on 
was either cancelled next day, or blotted with 
abusive, malicious, or senseless exceptions, which 
made me both weary and ashamed of them ^ . 

¥ow next asperse me with making use of and 
ploying the Eight Honorable Company*s Cash to 
my own profit, which the Alrbighty Cod knows k 
as false as he is true, I having often freely sup- 
idted their oc(^sion 3 with many thousands Pagodas, 
but I thank God had never any inclination or oc- 
Kjasion to make use of theirs, . • . And the more 
to prove the idleness ^ your charge, I must tcJl 
you, that for near two years past 1 have had near 
,a hundred thousand Pagodas of my friends con¬ 
signments laying dead by me for w^ant of an op-* 
portunity to invest it, bosivles some of my own. . . 
But this is^ke the rest of vour scandalous forge- 
Ties, which in the end will make you infamous 
amongst aE loyal houcst good men.' . . . And I 
cannot but wonder at your last strange and 
dangerous expression that you expect a sad¬ 
den rain to tile placjp and the Honorable Coiug 
pany’s affairs, since I cannot see or hear any 
reason for or the least fear of it, excepting you 
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desis^n it from yourselves i sinee otherwise, the 
place was never in a more peaceable state tlum now, 
as to outwai’d enemies ; I ha\in|^ a fair corres¬ 
pondence vrith all our nei^libouring mrccs and go¬ 
vernments, 1 doubt uofthe Almighty will still conti¬ 
nue his blessing upon my care and conduct, which 
in our greatest troubles and dangers preserved the 
place free from injury, or molestation, during the ' 
whole war with the Mogul, wlien nothing but des¬ 
truction was expected, and too heavily fell upon 
our other settlements ; we were also preserved from 
threatened dangcM'sof tlielVfahratias and late assaults 
of the Fr(3nch ; but jf tliere arc any inward private 
enemies, they may be morcMlangerous, and indeed 
I know not how to construe your threats ; it too 
much confirms me in some reports I have had of 
your insinuating and making parties with the 
officers and soldiers of the garrison ; but I liope 
God will divert you from any sucli horrid crimes a« 
rebellion, or the seeking my life and estate, which 
if you do, believe it will ca|t you dear; therefojc 
for God, our king's, our country’s, our llon’ble 
Master’s, and your own sake, d(‘sist from all siicJi 
wicked attempts which you wUl certainly fall ih ; 
remembering the sad rousequenecs of rebellion 
everywhere, and particularly the formed one here, 
iis also at Bombay and St. Helena. But 1 ho])e 
you have better principles and designs, than to let 
our personal disngreenienls run into a general ruiu, 
avoiding that hellish conclusion of Scelcra sccleri- 
bus fuenda.” ^ ^ 

The meiubers of council repliql on the IGth of 
the same month, ft h unnecessary to reproduce 
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tlie whole of Ibeir epiat^. It contains however 
one taunt which tied to an important disclosure* 
Jt will be seei^ that President Yale had referred 
to his own money, as well to the money he had 
belonging to friends. The council noted this, and 
in refening to some of their charges against him, 
they vrroic, “ it is possible when we have an im¬ 
partial hearing, your mighty condition will be 
found too menu to compensate.^’ Mr. Yale/s wratli 
now fairly boiled over. He declared that he w^ould 
neither receive nor miswer any more of their abusive 
papers ; but with n^fortmee to his insutflcient es¬ 
tate, he wrote, I think yon ai*e a little unrea¬ 
sonable, that my twe-tit*' year.®, diligent service* in 
India and trading, above live hundred thousand 
Pagodas should be too poor a crop for you is hard ; 
Imt 1 cannot help it, having used all lionest en^ 
clcavours to do b^'tter, so pray be coiitented.” This 
enormous sum is equivalent to about A175,000 
sterling; but in coinpfirison witii the ordinary for¬ 
tunes of thc^ time #iust have approximated to 
nearly a million. rrpsi(lcT)t I’^ale had nndonbt- 

4 * 

cdly made this fortune by private trade, a shared of 
which w'as at this time allowed to ever^' servant of 
the Company, and the pT<fllts of which w'^ere enoiv 
mous. A salary (iomineneing at £» a year .and 
never exceeding £100, until he became governor 
and reeeiv^ed £300, could only have been a dx’op in 
the ocean in comparison with so vast a sum. 

Thi-s quarrel continued down to the end of I he 
Goveniurship f?f Mr., Yale. It involved ariothe;; 
(juaiTol between 4lie IVesident and the Mayor's 
C’ourt, and at last terminated in the arrival of 

F 1 
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John Ochl<'sborou«:h to %ci ns Governor General 
of nil Iiulin, nntl to settle all difierences. These 
events will he dlscnisscd in the ordej|)in which they 
occurred. The following extracts will explain 
themselves. 

Febmary 8tli, 1861. The Court of Aldermen 
desire that the judpuciit of their Court mi^ht be 
abeoluie and fiunl in all causes whatever, some of 
the members bcinji; uinvilliiig otherwise to sit or 
act there ; to which the President told them, that 
if any of thenr members, were dissatisfied with the 
eonslitulioii of the ( hnrter and Corporation, they 
miiilit case theuisidvos of trouble for 5 Pago¬ 
das, and others more' agreeable elected in thcix 
room ; but that to a greater power to the 
Court than the Charter dicl was to alter the 
Charter.” 

“ ‘March 27th. The President scut the follow¬ 
ing note to tlie Mayor’s Court, and ordered to be 
registered, «’ 

To the IVorshipful tfe Mayor 

«srul Aldermen, 

T'he lliii’ht Honorable Company, Lords Proprie¬ 
tors of this plaee, expecting liy their constituting 
a Corpontliou an adv^litnge and be^^fit both to 
themselves and tlic place, ns also the erecting a 
Town lliiil, .Sehool house, Hospital, Walling the 
rit\% etc., none whereof are yet done or anything 
towards it or designed that 1 know of,~ I, there¬ 
fore, in the bight HoiPble Compajiy’s name and 
/cw their acecumt, require yoc to restore their reve¬ 
nues of nu asuring and wcighing*?uut duties to them 
a > formerly ; as also what you have receivetl on 
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those accounts, since if tltey are not benefitted, 
there no reasmi they should be losers by tlic 
C()r])oration. Euau 1 'ale. 

,The Corpoimion protested against this resump¬ 
tion on the ground that it carried out by the 
President alone,' and without the concurrence of 
his Council. 

Some further light is thrown upon the working 
of the Corporation by the following exlrnct from a 
General letter, dated 32nd January, 1692. 

“ In (tur late President's letters dated the 3Ut 
October 1690, we observe the intimation he givey 
us of th<‘ir being at present eight Er.gUaii Alder¬ 
men in our Corporatiuiff Tt is a tiling we do not 
well approve of, and do recormneud it to iho care of 
OUT now President and Council that for the future 
most of the Aldin’uieii may consist of the Jleatis 
of the several foreign castes, namely, one Arme¬ 
nian, one or two Hebrews, one or two Portuguese, 
one or two Geiitoos, anil one I\Joor if‘ you have a 
sufftcient number of tlmt caste. TJiough we would 
have you tfiect by gentleness and persuasion, rather 
than by exacting the utmost of that power which 
m the Charter is reserved to our President and 
Council, because wc hop^ihat Corporation con¬ 
sisting of*the Heads of all Castes, and re¬ 
presenting them in a subordinaio manner, ma} 
induce all the Inhabitants to contribute chcpr- 
fnllv to some Public Works, such as a Conr( 
House, Public Schools, Hospitals, and otiiei 
things for th(? goorl^ of the place, and several 
nations therein inhabiting ; which a wise Councif 
may invent of their own accord, and may be of 
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^reat use ia the punisfliru? of siaall ci*iminal offences 
to our standing sujjreme auUiority our 

President aad Council ^ as will be their de- 
tenninmg of small cxintrovcrsial inatters among 
tiio inhabitants, Avh5 will be the better satisfied 
with their judgment, as they have one of their own 
Cast(| to represent them.” 

The following extract will be interesting to some 
of our engineers. 

“ June 2nd. The Gunner was ordered to try 
the severnhguns on the several ])oints to .see how 
far they cany, who gave the following report. 

“ Our Guns carry into G fathom upon* a leveh 
and into 7 fathom at 2 de|rees elevation, and Into 
S fathom at 4, and into 9 fathom at5J, and into 
10 fathom at 7 g ivith the whole Culveriri anti JOe- 
iniculvcrin; and S with a Sacar* and into 11 
fathom at 10 degrees and into 12 fathom at 14 de~ 
gi\;;!S elevation. —TikjmAS Medoows, Gunner, 

The next (Uilrytexhibits the woful state of ig- 

w 

noraiicc in which om* fore%thers were as reganls 
free trade. 

“ August 1st. The following Proclamation was 
by beat of drum proclaimed at the several gates oi 
the city. “ Whereas of late several unreasonabh 
ami exacting people have made tiufl ongros- 
•sed (luantilies of bricks of the lliglit Hononi' 
hie Company’s clay without our heense ; not 
^^ itlistaiKling which they take the advantage of 
Their pi-eaent occasion, and the necessity of the in- 


c 


* The Sacar, orSagkei, wasagiyi iufei*w»r in 
tin- Cnlveria, nnd about the saiir; c.alibre as a 
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habitants to finish and repair their koases before 
the rains, selling ^hem itistifferably dear to the ill 
cxiwiiple and j|rgudice of the place to prevent 
which the future ill consequences thereof ;^\Ve, 
the Governor and Council, do hereby strictly forbid 
such exactions, ordering that no person what* 
ever shall sell bricks within onr Govennueut less 
than two thousand for one I’agoda, upon penalty 
of forfeiting the same ; since at that rate they will 
be sulticierit gainers/’ 

Some time before this, President Yale succeeded 
in obtaining a Pinnaun <br the Fiictories under 
the aupcrintcndence of Foii: St. George, but we 
need soaroely add tha? it was opposed by hi& 

f puncil. The wav had continued raging Iwdwcen 
krungzebe and the Mulirattas. Aurungzebe tiad 
sent 'Zullikar Khan, who had already distinguished 
himself in the war, to attempt the reduction of 
fj ingee ; appointing him at the same time to be Su- 
badar of the wlioJc district. JVIui laic accordingly 
negociated with Zulfifar Khan, and the result 
may be gathcrt;d from the following extract. 

“ Translation of the Cowlc or Firmaun of Nabob 
Zidfikar Khan Bahadoor, sent to the Hon’ble Elihu 
Y"ale, Presi(Jpiit and Governor, received the 28 th 
December, 1690. 

Whereas in the time of the late shameless and 
faithless rebellion, the President of the Englisli, 
Elihu Yale, .Governor and (captain of Chiiiuapa- 
tanam, proReted and assisted Mahmoud Ali anvl 
other servants* of thij Mogul, and supplied m(^ 
w ith Powder \vith*other services : in consideration 
whereof I made and given this my Cowk or grunt. 
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That the rent of the ^i)rt and Factory of Chijina- 
jjntanum with aecustoniary pivikges, the English 
Factories of Metchlepatam, MaclSapollam, Vizaga- 
patatn, etc. within the territories or tlia Golconda 
country, also their fettlements ami Factories of 
Devapatnairl, Ciiddalore, Porto Novo, Trimlc- 
vassily etc. within the territories of Oinjee, accord¬ 
ing to the fonntu- custom and the usual practice of 
< he English, let it remain undisturbed in Sallabad/’ 
During the following year a still more favourable 
arrang<iment offered itself, and was coiidudetL The 
Mogul’s army had encamped in the neighbourhood 
of (fiiijee, and Mr. Frcuclilield and Mr, .lohn Pitt 
wei'e scut with a petition t6 the Vizier. Her© the 
(extracts will again explain themselves. 

Translation of the Petition presented to tW 
V’izier Assid Khan, bv order of the llon’ble Elihii 
Y'^ale and Council, in behalf of the Right Hon’blc 
(’oinpany, per Richard Frcncldield and John Pitt.* 
** 1. That we ^may receive the king’s firmaun 
lor our affairs, under the |^ngdoms of (lolconda 
and Bijapore. 

*‘2, That the annual rent of Pagodas 120 J 
for Madras and Triplicane may be taken off. 

“3. That Tandore, Pershawauk, and Eginore, 
three small towns near Mhdras, whos^producc is 
about 3 jO Pagodas per annum, we desire may be 
given us as a gratuity to the Company rent free 
“ 4. That we may have liberty *to coin nipcx^s 
with the king’s stamp at Madras. ^ 

“5. That at Vizagapatam tht Poligars and 

- I- . . ,4.— 

* uiiiuterestiiig clauii-es are omitted. 


4 
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thieves, killing our people and plundering our houses 
of a great amount in goods and money, we request 
that this may bt considered of, and a small fortifi¬ 
cation be pei'mitted us, that f<y the future we may 
live without fear.” 

On the receipt of the firmaim erabodving the 
above clauses, a present of fifteen thousand riipees 
was to be given to Zulfiknr Khan. On the I’Dth 
April, 1092, Mr. Frenchfield and Mr. Pitt 
with Native ambassadors arrived from Gingee 
at Madras, with the firinauns which are far too 
many and lengthy to be recapitulated here, but 
which seem to have 1:jjfen in accordance with 
the petition. Presents were exchanged, guns 
w^re fired, and Mr. President YMe ariuyed 
himself in a habit sent by the Mogul, and 
rode horse in that guise the more to honour 
and please the Krince and his people that accom¬ 
panied the firmautis and nisharis, who take parti- 
c-ular notice and account of aW such actions.’* 
Translations of the sevt^al documents are given at 
full length i^'i the consultation books, but woiibl 
prove too tedious to the gt’tieral reader to permit 
of our reproducing them hero. 

Wc now Jiave to notice* the early Missionary 
(ifforts of the Court of Directors, to which ollusion 
has already been made. hVom a Gcueral Letter, 
dated 18th February 1691, and evidently from the 
pen of Sir Jo^inh Child, we make the follow ing ex¬ 
tract. - 

“ We wmuld Tikewisji desire our President Mr. % 
Yale, whom God‘hath blessed with so great an 
e’=?tate in our service, to set on foot another gene- 
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rous charitable work before he leaves Iaclia> 
is, the bviilcUijg of a Churchy for the Protastasit 
))lack people and Portuafuese, and the slaves wbieh 
serve them, who have now no phiee to hear the 
word of God prtmclicd in a language tliey under¬ 
stand, and therefore are necessitated to go to the 
Popish Churches. Whereas if tliey hatl Gck1*s 
word preached to them in the Portngneae 
langnagCi according to the Potest ant Doctrine, and 
the Prayers of the Church of England, they would 
as readily frequent the Protestant Cdiuroh as the 
Popish Chapels. In order hereunto we shall get 
our Cotriinon Prayers, and other Oliicea of our 
(Jliurch, traiislattid into the Portuguese tongue, and 
send you some written copies thereof, after which 
when your (-liurch is built, and you have corrected 
the copies we send you to the Portuguese dialect 
of India, and returned one co])y to us with the 
ainenduienls, we will cause it to be printed here, 
and return you dirers printed copies thereof; and 
not only so but we will ^nd you what bene¬ 
volence we can collcjct here for the ornament of 
tlie Clmrch intended. In the mcnTi time we are 
now inquiring after some able hi mister that can 
preach in the Portuguese tongue ; and also a 
Domine as the J)utch call them, which in the style 
of our Church is a Deacon, tliat can rejtid our 
Prayers in Portuguese.*’ 

Again, on the 22 ikI January 1692, the following 
advice was transTnitted to E’oi’t St, George, by tlie 
C’oui't of Directors. , ^ 

“ We shall send you by the following ship two 
hlinistei’s who have applied themselves to the Icam- 
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mg of Uie Fortaguese languages, aad ^ve made 
ooBiSidexabie pr<|^<»ss therein; wa designing them 
to l>e Ministy^ for the new l*ortuguese cbardi 
Wbich we have desired you to cause to be built by 
ibe bounty of such as sbalfbe inclined to forward 
so good a work. Both Ministers are sober, able, 
and learned roen.^* 

Batiy in 1692 tbe^Court of Directors determined 
on sending out Sir John Goldsborough as Gover¬ 
nor Genera), to act as first member of council at 
the different settlements in India. It would seem 
Irom the following extract, as though orders for the 
suspension of Mr. Yale had already been sent out. 
The General Letter i3t[ated*22nd January, 1692. 

** Mr. Yale, our late President, w*e womd have 
continue at Madras until the arrival of our super¬ 
visor, Captain Goldsborough; that all difierences 
may be fairly adjusted there by the wisdom and 
moderation of Captain (:jol(l5boroagh ; and that 
upon Mr. Yale’s return hither may have nothing 
to 6ay to him but to l|^d him welcome home.** 

The following extracts from a General Letter 
dated 22nd January, 1692, from the Directors to the 
Agency at Port St. George will explain themsdves. 

We h^ve desired Cai)4ain Goldsborough to go 
in hand immediately with the building of a steeple 
to your Church, with the money collected for that 
purpose, according to dimensions given liim ; and 
by our next ship rve intend to send you a ring of 
six tunable Bells to fix in our steeple, which the 
founder tells ifs canj^ot be cast at this season of 
the year.’* • * 

We have discoursed Sjr John Goldsborough 

Gl 
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about enlarging oiu* fchristiaii town to a 
raugle, so as it may be done witl^nt detriment to 
. the Company, with handsome stoije bridges over 
the lUver; in which designed new moiety of the 
city, one Quarter of Aat moiety may be set apart 
for the Armenian Christians to build a new Church 
(for the worship of God -according to their own 
'Rites), at their charge, with stone and other dura¬ 
ble materials, and also convenient dwelling houses 
for their merchants, they paying as such ground 
rents as will fully defray o>tr charges. And that 
Quarter so set apart for tlmir use you may call 
“Julpha,” that being the town from whence 
Shak Abbas the Great brbught them, when he 
conquered Armenia, and settled them in a subiirjj 
of his new made metropolitan city of Ispahan, and 
railed the Quarter he allotted there to the Ajime- 
nians “ Julpha,” the name of the rity from whence 
he brought them, and they are increased there to 
be the richest people and must expert merohauis 
in the universe.^^ % 

“We being now in full peace, would have but 
turn full Companies of soldiers maintained ther(5 
besides what inferior force you may tliinfc fit to 
raise of Colfcries ; and oiii those two Companies 
we would be at no further eliai'ge of Officers, but 
only of lieutenants and Knsigns, Sarjeauta and 
Corporals, Captains bcuig needless in times of 
peace. But you may entertain an aid Major, who 
is to have no Company, but to Superintend over 
all our officers and soldiers, piider Mie Command 
ol our Commissary General wffi«n he is present, 
and under our President when our Commissary 
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Oenerai is abseui. This is^:he Butch method in 
all theiv GaiTison|in India, and it is the bei|^ that 
ean be invented in peaceable times* Our aid 
Major, Oa]^* Hilton, at Bombay, hath four 
shillings a day, besides twejfty ahUlmgs a month 
as aid Major ; and that we resolve shall be hie 
standing pay, and the standing pay of all aid 
Majorca in India in every garrison where there is 
need of such officers. 

** But we would have you by all means to keep 
on foot your Troop ofYolunteer horse, and to in¬ 
crease the number of them, under the immediate 
command of our President j and our Artillery 
Company of all the Cdlupany’s English servants 
under the command of Captain Thomas Grfey. 
And sometimes for recreation we would have you 
to exercise both horse and foot in the field, that 
the men may be perfect in the use of their 
arms, and the Worses be used to abide the sound 
of Brums, Trumpets, and repoid; of Guns, without 
starting. Being alwprs in such a posture of de- 
rence» is a sure way to preserve your peace, and 
draw estem and report, honour and obedience 
from the natives, with little or no eliarge to the 
Company.” , 

The following extract from the coasidtation 
book, describes the final retirement of Mr* Yale 
from the Governorship. 

“Wednesday, 33rdOctober, 1693, ISiipBerke-^ 
iy Cj^tle came into tins road, and at one o’clock 
the Purser bit)aght ashore the Hon’bk Compmiy’s 
packet, and a Genert^ Letter from Sir John Goldffs- 
borough, advising that a duplicate of Mr. Hig' 
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ginson*s Commission Vas ccmtaiiied therein* who 
imm^iately gave notice thereof^ to President Yak 
advising liim to meet at the I'ort p three o’clock, 
when the packet beinff opened a on^eate of 
Commission was found therein j and the 
Company’s servants and commissioned oMoers 
being called up was publicly read before theih, and 
after the usual ceremonies Cxovenior Yak delivered 
the keys of the garrison and city to President Hig- 
ginson, and a General Letter was retunied by the 
Purser to the Ilon’ble Sir John Goldesborou^ to 
give him advice thereof.” 

Sir Jolm Goldesboroiigh landed in Madras on 
the 5th December, 1092, dhd was sworn in as drst 
iia'raber of council. 

The close of the goventorship of President Yale, 
oifers a favourable opportunity for reviewing the 
progress of the Plack-towm of Madraspatanimi, 
and the White-town of Port St. George. It ap¬ 
pears from a lette/dated 12th December, 1687. 
that the population of tho| whole of the English 
Presidency, ineludiiig the city of I^fadras, the town 
of Fort St. George, and the villages willun the 
Company’s bounds, amounted to ihrt»e hundred 
thousand ; and a mord exact enumeration was 
tkiii requii*cd to be made, for the infSrmation of 
Janies ]1, distinguishing the English, Portuguese, 
Moors, and Gentoo.s, I'oth male and femtde, and 
their several professions, or occupations. W^hethcr 
this more exact eiaimeratiou was ever made, we 
have not as yet been able to disd>ver ; but the 
statement of the aggregate, population will be sufli- 
cient for all general puriwses. 
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As regards the populatiotfatFort St. Georg©, or 
White^towD, we Jiave the most minute iniorma* 
tion. In a pr^ioiis chapter it was shown how 
'VVWtfe Town was only half the size of the modem 
Fori. In the seventeenth cefltury the river Coom 
ran much nearer the aea than at present. In fact 


it ran pamllel with the Coast right through the 
centre of the site now occupied by the present 
Fort. In tiie last century, the channel of the 


river was diverted into its present raursc, and the 
Fort considerably enlarged. 


The old Fort or White-towm, only ex^tended about 
400 yards in length, from north to south parallel 
with the sea; and aboftt 100 yards fi’om east to 
west, that is from the sea to t*ie old channel of 


the river. This little space was however divided 
into twelve streets and alleys, and included alto* 
geiher one iii^mlred and twcut-nine dwelling 
houses and godowns, producing altogether a yearly 
rental of only one hundred and twenty-four Pago¬ 
das, and. nine fanaras. #The streets wei’e respec¬ 
tively named—Middle* Street, Choultry Street, 
(yhoultry Alley, Gloucester Street, York Street^ 
York, Lane, Charies Street, James Street, James 


Alley, St, Thomas Street, fit. Thomas Lane, ami 
(Jbureh Stffiet. As a matter of local curiosity we 
print the following Directory or Pent Roll, verbatim 
ct literatim, of which the original nmy be found in 
the consultation hook under the 2iid of August, 
J 688. Some of our readers may here hnd the nnn»e» 
of their ancesft>rs, probably spelt in a different 
manner to those of thehf)s4escendants. ^ 


Ksnt Row'le of Dwelling House®, Cbedowns, etc, 
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witliiii the Garrison or Airistiaji Town^ with the naancs 
of their several Gwiiei*a, Tenants, and Yearly Kents, 

t 

MIDDLE STREET, r 

Owner, t Tem>ni. BemU 

Page. Pans. 

The Honorable President Yale’s House S : — 
Captain James Betts house... 1:1$ 

Martad Consas(»i : ...... William Dixon.,, ; 27 

Paul Cardozo... . ; 27 

Padre Eplnaim’s... . ... — : 2$ 

Martin Lope's . .. ... . . 1 : — 

Mr. Jubn Afflack .. ... .. 2 : — 

BichardMonk . ... John Strangway.,. 1 : — 

Widow Heathfield... ... ... 2 t — 

Mr. Peter Laige. ... 1 : 18 

Miu Ursula O'Neal. ... 1 ; — 

Mr. Afliack : ... Mrs. Ursula O’Neal.*. 1 : 18 
Mr. AfHack : . Mr, Troughton ... 1 : — 


Page. 17 : 28 


ii 


CHOIVLTRY STREET. 

^ Page. Fan^. 

Richard Monk's house 2 : - 

John Coventry... ^ ... 1 : 18 

Como Lorenso. 1 : 18 


Emmanuel Moiiey ... AVidow Haddock 

Emmanuel Morley. 

Padre Theodosia... 

Mr. John Nicks. Sir John-Biggs*,. 

.John Hill.. 

Tliomas Greenhill ... . 

^ohuParera 


1 : 18 
-T- 27 

— 27 

2 : — 
2 : — 
1 : 18 
1 


Piigs. 14 ; 18 

cnOWLTRY ALLEY4. 

^ r Pags- Fans, 

Joan Lopxis ... t., *.» 1 : 

Ditto „ ... Ana: d'Andrado. 1 : 

# 









* / ^ Pag», fViB. 

Nath : Bonus.Gab ; Kobeits... 1 : Id 

DitW ... .1 John Voter — 27 

Ditto ...♦ .— 18 

Chwiaa Metcalf. . ... ... 2 ; — 

John Callender . ... 1 : — 


PagR, 8 : IS 


OLOUCESTEJl STREET. 

Page, Fans. 

Pancheou Viera .. Mrs.^Ficlii ... — 27 

Mr. ttenry Alford ... ... 2 ; 

Arthur Tilbury ... .. —- 27 

Madam Pavia ... Mr, AKord ... 1 : — 

* Z^ags, 4 : 1^ 


YORK STREET. 


I'flgs. Fans. 


Mr. Miller 

Panchecu Viera . .. 

— 27 

Panehecu Vierg. 

I’adie Lopus ... 

~ 27 

Ditto ... 

Andre Garmnat ... 

- 1 : 

Ditto *.«i 

Franu Teawera ... 

— 18 

I^itto ... ,., 

Maruiad Ctfnsiusou... 

__ IS 

John Inch . 

, • * 

1 : — 

Renou Perera 

•«» 

27 

TUlman Holt... ,,, 

• tSo 

1 : — 

John do Sosa 

««• «« 

— 27 

Domingoes Meudos ... 

««a •« 

1 ; — 

Mr. Meiad^, , 

JoHh MevereU.,. 

— 27 

Mr. Mead ..j i.,; 

•«« tf« 

1 : 18 

Monsieur Chardin 

*»• 

2 : — 

Martha de Consasoii'.,, 

t • • * *4 


# YORK LANE. 

12 ; 27 


William Dixon *... 
Domingo Joan.,. 






Pags. FanffP 
Mr. Glover 2 : — 
— 18 


• •• 
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r 

* pAgs* Taub. 

^jglmman’uel Rosaira... ... 

Slary Ware ... ... '' ... * **• ”*“ 

Kminainiel Bosaira... ... ...r ’— 'IS 

3Ir. Miller ... ^... Amu Dutikly — $7 

•lane Taylor ... . — 27 

Widow Ryley. -r- 27 

Mr, Freomaii’a Qodown ... ^ ► — 


Fags. 7 > 18 


CHARLES STREET, 

Page. Fans. 

Mr. William Jearaey .. ... ... 2 : 18 

Mr, Jeareey’s several Gociowns 1 ; — 

Mr. Bridger.,, . . ... 1 IS 

Mr. Bridger ... ... Mr. Mosc 1 : 18 

Mr. Bridger... ...Mr* Coni^ble 1 : IS 

Mr. John Davie , Mr. Stylemau 1 : 18 

Mr. Bridger’s Uodowa ... — IS 

Mr. Bridger , . ... ... — 18 

Mr. Bridger .. Mr. Parkers Childn, — 18 

Robertliullield, a Oodown ... ... — IS 


Page. 11 : 18 


JAMES STREET. 


Pagi. Farirt. 


(Hmar Peniora >... 

t' 

• • « era 


18 

Joseph Porera .. 

a* • a « * 

— 

18 

Mr. Gray Sndtb’5, Oodotm 

f * 

— 

18 

Robert Ray Mr. 

... Mr. Hti 

1 

: 18 

Robert Ray 

■a • • ■ # » 

— 

27 

P 01s ... ’ • 

• • • * • • 

1 


Alexander WoodaU 

« k • * • 

— 

18 

Mr. Bridger’k Oodown ... 

Prt. Gyfford 


18 

PhilUpa . 

ft 

• • • •««ft 


18 

Thatcher ... 

« 

• • •« 

— 

18 

Black Fmuck . 

Padro'Bastlan 


18 

Robert Bulheld . 

••• 

— 

27 
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' Pag««, Fans. 

Mujria de Snre,..A . — 18 

Company’s Mejonants Cfodowns ,*, ... 3 : —~ 

Kicholaa Wesfborough . — 18 

Pois new Hospital ... ... — 27 

... ... •#* ... •—« 18 

P Oi^wJ^RT ... •** ..• ••• ““ 18 

Padre Ijoreuz Parem... .. .. —^18 

Sioniia Mendes . .18 

Haria Madera ... . — 18 


Pjigg. 16 . 9 


Antony Caldera 

Pliomos de Clara. 

Lisa de Cuni... 

Antonio Rosada 
Alexander Woodall,.. 
Baatian Sever%... 

Attesa Keposa 
I'heodosius Gregory ! ,. 
.Tolrn Parera.. ... 
Matthias de Silva #.. 


,UMES ALLUV- 


• • « » s • 




... John Moor... 


Page, Fans. 
- 18 
IB 

■ 18 
. 18 
. 18 
- 18 
. 18 
- 27 

^ 18 
18 


ST. THOMAS STREET. 


.T«Jin Ktevensrm... 
^Mchola 4e Silva..^ 
Tiimantouy... 

Mrs. Griffith^.,. 
Seiiora AJvada 
Kmmanuol de Silva 


• • 4 • 

ml e • • 

».» •« > ■* • • 
■ ■ * 

• 4 • « • t 


Pagfs. Fans. 
Mr. LiddelL*. 1 : IS 

1 ; — 
— 27 

Mr, Cheney 1:18 

.— 27 

Jaa. Meelenen — [27 
- 27 


1 httO .. ... ■* i m 

President a Godown ... .♦♦ 1 '• — 

Mana Zcho,*, 11 

Paaquall Gallon«. ... ••• — 

President Yale. ... . 1 • — 

Enitaimel Navis. ... ... ... 1 • — 

* H 1 



UB 


liomber Ray,,. 

John 

i|3ernardo Medows 
Antonio Qualifi.«, f,... 

illam Botalia.. 

Caspar de Monte... 

Mr. Gray, a Codown.. 
Ptadre Salvadore... 
JoandeCoasta ... 


RlSTOp OP MAPilAfi. 

t 

fj 

PagB. Fans. 


• 9 
• « ■ 


• 9-9 ••• 


27 

9 4 • ># 

1 

; 

Mr. Barron 

1 


«•« 

1 

J 

« #4* 


% 

Mr. Betsworth 


1 

I ^ 

1 

t 

Mr, Ivory 

1 

» 

••• 

1 


Page. 

20 

: 0 


ST. THOMAS LANE. 

Paga. Fans. 


Donna Issabeila ... ’ ...f . — IS 

. . . . Pois ... ... EUaiabeth Poulter — 27- 

Emmanuel Vase. .. — 27 

Duarty Figarado ... ... ... IS 


Pags.... 2 : 18 


CIJtUECH STl^EET. 


Antony Gonsalis . . 
Donna Phillipi* 
Catherena Passauia 
John Stevenson 
Mr. Rodrigoes 




f s • 


« * < 


t 






Page. Fans. 
. — 27 



Mr. Burton 1 : 


4.)- 

Page... 



Tlie sauitfiiy condition of tbis crowded littlt; 
settlement mnj be inferred from tlie following 
startling announcement for tbo year 1688, 

c ** Christenings tUs year*. 11 

Marriages this year.. 

^Burials tins year«».M**»*»>«».*»»**+» IQl 
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CHAPTER XIL 

aovuENORsiirp op m:r. nathaniri- 

Hj^OGINSON. 

1692—1698. 

The accession of Ih’esident Higginson, followed 
up closely as it was ^y the arrival of Sir John 
(roldsborough as (Commissary Gt^neral, seems'-to 
have been a great event in the history of Madras, 
The Consultation books are once more filled with 
incidents of general interest, and are no longer en¬ 
cumbered with the records of an obsolete quarrel. 
Ill other respects the retirenient of Mr. Yale was 
followed by the usual Jesuits. *He was compelled 
to remain in Madras ^ntil all the claims of the 
C^ompauy were settled; but he was not prosecuted 
with the severity which was practised towards 
some of his predecessors. 

The history of the fir&t*year of Mr, Higginson’s 
administration is marked by many incidents. The 
progress of the war between the Great Mogul and 
the Mahrattas is largely illustrated j and the mat¬ 
ter now published for the first time, will be of 
value to all# future histotians. Then we liave 
some notices of the capture of Pomlioherry by the 
Dutch ; also a curious account of the first posses¬ 
sion of Egmorc and Fursowaukum by the Agency 
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at Fort St, George ; together with some intewtmg 
notices of the Roman Catholic^ Church in this 
country, and the relation of the^pishop of St. 
Thome to tlie Engii^ Govermuent. 
combined with domestic incidents which serr4^||| 
throw additional light upon the Uvea and m&tiiSKw 
of our predecessors in this Presidency, and which 
we shall contmue to arrange as > nearly as possible 
in chronological order, leaving our extracts in 
many cases to tell their own story. 

The first incident relates to a strong minded 
lady of the olden time, and as it contains a slight 
flavour of scandal, like the ^sensation of onions in 
Sidney Smith’s salad, it will still be read with 
interest. 

“ Tuesday, 20th December, 1692. John Dolben, 
Esq., Judge Advocate, acquaints that information 
hath been given in before him against Mrs. 
Katherine Nicks of several notorious frauds by her 
committed in Conntmere, whilst her husband was 
Chief there ; particularly thbt during the late in¬ 
vestment, she caused the Right llon’ble Gom- 
pany’s godowas to be broke open, and forcibly 
took from thence great quantities of cloth of the 
first sort, which she applied to Mr. EJihu Yde’s 
private use, who was then President; notwith¬ 
standing the Merchants declared that the said 
cloth was brouglit in upon the Company’s account, 
and positively refused to consent that it should be 
otherwise applied. " ^ 

That upon this pe (the Judge Advocate) wrote 
her a letter requiring her, being U woman notori¬ 
ously known to be a separate Merchant from her 
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husband, to ptt in bail to answer the damages the 
Kon^ble Compare had sustain^ by her illegal 
proceedings; ^hich she not eomplying with, 
he issued out a jfarrant to ^arrest her. But slie 
reusing to obey^ was returned iu contempt; he 
therefore prays the assistance of the military power 
to secure her in her house, being under suspicion 
that she designs privately to fly from justice. 

“ Ordered that the Captain of the Guard do 
scud a file of Musqueteers with a Coiporal to the 
house of IVlrs. Katherine ^icks, who are to obev 
such orders as the Judge Advocate shall think fit 
to give.” 

The kindness of Mrsf Nicks towards Jifr, 
was not appreciated by his successor. The lady 
was forced to submit and pay up for the cloth she 
had taken; and shortly afterwards returned to 
England. « 

The war between Aurungxebe and the Mah- 
rattas was still lingering in 4he Dekkan. The 
anny of the Mogul wits beseiging Ginjee, at that 
time occupied by llama llajah and the Mah- 
rattas. But the siege languished, and one of 
the generals of tlie Mogid’a army, named Alimerdy 
Khan, was |aken prisoner by the Mahrattas; and 
many of the Mogul *3 oflicers fled to Madras as ap¬ 
pears from the following entry* 

“ Saturday, 17th December, 1692. There be- 
iiig, upon the defeat of Alimerdy Khan lately re¬ 
ceived from the Mahrattas, several of his Officers 
and other persons of 4 i;ood qmdity, privately fle^ 
hither for good securily -• it is thought conveniegt 
that they be used very kindly widle they lie in dis- 
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guise, and tr^ted with stnaU pr6sejiit« of neeea- 
saries as the President shall ^ndc necessary and re* 
quisite: some of them being p<@fsons that may 
prove useful to the jRight Iionorable Company’s 
affairs, not only to the Vizier but to the Atq^l 
himself.’* 

Subsequently an attempt was made to induce 
the Madras Government to become security for the 
payment of the ransom for Alimerdy Khan. 

Fnclay, tSrd December, Tlte Presi¬ 

dent acquainting us that this morning Cojee Gre¬ 
gorio (an Arnipnian merchant) camo to him, anti 
told him that he had recei’^ed a letter from Pnlical 
from the brother in law of Alimerdy Khan (tht^ 
Nabob lately taken by the !Mahrattas and impri¬ 
soned in Gingee) to signify the Muhrattas having 
offered Alimerdy Khan his liberty for a lak of 
Pagodas *, he does in the Nabob’s name desire that 
the Governor of Madras would receive jewels and 
money to that amount into his custody, and then 
write^to Rama Rajah enga^g to pay that sum to 
his order upon the arrival of Alunerdy Khan in 
Madras ; for which purpose a letter is written to 
the President, but it being a matter of* great mo¬ 
ment, the President has*only put off tfee receiving 
of the letter, and the returning of any answer, till 
resolved in consultation how to act; and it i$ re¬ 
solved not to commit ourselves in tW affair.** 
About a month afienvards Cojee Abanus and 
Cojee Gregorio, Armenians resident in Madras, 
made another effort to induce the Government of 
Port St. George to interest thetaselves in the re¬ 
lease of Alimerdy Kiian, by engaging to see the 



* 

amount of ransom paid to £ama Bajab, on tho ar-- 
mid of Aiimerd^ Khan at Madras. It seemed 
however very {friable that when AUmerdy Khan 
reached Madrasj, he would ^demand his own im^ 
lU^ata release in the name of his master the 
; whilst the Presidency would be responsi¬ 
ble for the amount of ransom to llama Bajah and 
the I^lahmttas. Accordingly the Presidency still 
persisted in its policy of non-intervention ; but the 
ibllowing entiy in the consultation book is worthy 
of record. 

** It does appear that thes^ Armenians have a 
eoiTespondence with the Mognrs oihcers, and to 
serve themselves in filnmgtfiening their own in¬ 
terest would draw so ^’eat an inconvenience upon 
the Bight Honorable Company, by ejigeging us to 
intermeddk in such an affair/* 

Meantinie, tlie army of the Mogul was com¬ 
manded by the Nabob Zulfikar Klian i by Assad 
Khan, father of Zulfikar Khan «nd Viricr to Au- 
rungzcbe j and by PriKbe Cambnkhsh, wim appears 
in the records under the barbarous xiame of Cawn 
Bux, a name which we have taken the liberty to 
reproduce in a modem form suitaljle to the eves 
of those wjjo are familiar* with the modein his¬ 
torians of India. The following entry throws some 
light upon the state of the MogiiFs army. 

Monday, 30th January, 1693. Lewis Porrill, 
one of the Soldiers that went up w'ith Liuam 
Cooley six monfhs since to serve Zulhkar Khaji 
in the siege of* Cinge^p, returning, and with thhi 
account. That #wo months since, Zldfikar Khan 
ordered to split all the Great Guns, and the brass 



264 JUSTOBY OB mabbas. 

t 

€- 

(thus that were sent from hence for presents 4 
which he supposes was occasionixl by the Mogul’s 
death, whereof he heard report.♦ 'Shat at the same 
time Cawn Bux atteinpting to go over to Eama 
l^ajah, was seized by Zulfikar Klian, and ever since 
kept prisoner. That the camp being reduced to 
extreme w ant of provisions for men and cattle, so 
that if they had stayed longer they would have 
been starved, they matle a truce with E^ma Rajah 
for tw^enty-four hours, in w'hich time Zulfikar Khan 
removed to Wanclcwasli, but for want of camels 
and oxen was forc<^d to leave much of their bag¬ 
gage behind to the .discrc,tioii of the Malirattas, 
which gave ocensiou to the report that a peace 
made. Whereas the Mahratta army watches and 
follows the motion of the Mogurs army; so that 
the issue of the war remains very uncertain.’* 

The following extracts, referring to the great 
Ragodas of Black Town and Triplicane, will be in¬ 
teresting to our lofjal antiquarians. 

* ‘ Thu rsday, 2 9t h Becemifer, 1692. The Gentoo 
Pagoda in the Black Town, being built by Timina 
the former Chief Merchant, and from iiiat time 
kept in repair and maintained by the Chief Mer¬ 
chants, who also veceivbd the custom the said 
Gentoo Pagoda, voluntarily paid by all but Europe 
iiatiLUis and Amenians, wiierewith they ordererl 
the maintenance of their Brahmins, etc. *. and also 
the more famou;« Pagoda of TrijHcanc, which is 

^ The retreat from Gingee ^wae imIv canned by the 
<?eath of Aurung^iehe, an erent i^hich did not take 
place until 1707, but by the diMeiuuoxui between Vmi 
bakh»h and Zul^ar Khan. 
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^mentionedinone of theSang of Oolccmda's inua^s, 
liated the 23rci IJibraary^ 1676, to be granted to 
the l^hicb wm obtained at the apeoial 

in&tance of Yerona, and hatl^been ever aince under 
the management and core of om* GhM M^ehanta» 
who applied the proht of the adjacent groonda to 
the momtenance of tlieir Brahmina» etc. % amount 
yearly to from Pagodas fifty td seventy, un^l 
ktely President Yale took both the said Pagodas 
out of the hands of the Chief Merchants, and 
made Bangia Chetty, CoUavimatadre, and Child 
Conacoply the Overseer and Governor of the 
Pagodas. Though nothing doth appear in any 
Consultation of the leason wliich jnoved Pi,^- 
sklent Talc to do it, Since which time the 
habitants have enteitained jealousies of diabolical 
arts practised in those Pagodas against some of 
the merchants and Bheah pai*ty. The Merchants 
being present it was declared to them tlmt for their 
encouragement and the better •satisfaction of tlie 
inhabitants, we do giife them liberty to make the 
same use of their Pagodas, and to njceive the same 
Incojue from *both as formerly; but reserve to 
ourselves the power of recalling that liberty when 
we shall seg cause. And* also tliat the ground 
belonging, as they say, to Triplioane, is to be dis- 
jjosed of by us to such inhabitants as we shall 
think fit to settle there; and that it is not in their 
power to lay any tax upon such inhabitants wth- 
out our consemR And further, that they are to 
give an accomit yearly on every Kew Year's day 
the account of the Incomes of Triplicane and hoTv 
the same docs arise.’* 

r 1 
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Our next extract refers to the arrangemont oC 
Church sittings, which has evi^pntly btin a deli¬ 
cate matter from time immemorial^ 

Wednesday, 4th^anuary, 1693. It is ordered 
that the Churchwardens do herewith cause a hand^ 
some seat to l!)e made in the Church for the Mayor, 
next below the Clerk’s desk in the said aisle, with 
a place for a Mdhe to lie on each side of him best 
to be seen. And that the Mayor’s wife be placed 
next below him on the same side. And take cjare 
to seat those Gentlewomen, that will be displaced 
by that means, where best it may be to their con¬ 
tent, having due regard to their qualities.” 

The arrangements as regards the payment of sea 
customs and clearing out ships were much the 
same then as now ; but some strange laws wei’c in 
force, as the reader will now see. ' 

Wednesday, 4th January, 1693. The Bight 
Hon’ble Company have made it a law in their 
City and Port of ‘-Madras, that all goods exported 
or imported (their own goods, and aU jewels, pkte, 
and money only excepted) shcill pay towards the 
charges of the Garrison and Fortification five per 
cent Custom.” Here follow the rules for collect¬ 
ing the Customs and ‘ior clearing ou^ships, of no 
interest now. The following regulation however 
is curious, 

“And all ships or vessels that slmll go away 
out of the Boad, before they have paid all duties 
and cleared out of the custom hoJIe, as is appoint- 
/id, shall be forfeited, one half to the Bight Hon’ble 
Company, and the other half to the seiaer, suing 
for and condemning the same in the Admiralty 
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Coart, And the Customer, or bis Deputy, shall 
use all means to them,--by ordmng the gun¬ 

ner to hre at ti^m without farther orde^ from the 
Governor. And after the fii^t shot, to hit them if 
they can. And in ease the slup cannot be stop¬ 
ped or afterward seized, the master shall stand fined 
for a thousand Pagodas,, to be sued for and re¬ 
covered in the Admiralty Court as before, when 
and whes'ew he can be taken or come at, or his 
estate.” 

Our next extract shows that Mr. Yale had got 
into difliculty in the matter of walling Black Town. 

^‘Satur<lay, 14th January, 1698. The Com¬ 
missary General (Sir Jijhu Goldsborough), finding 
the mud Points and Walls about the Black Town 
cost several thousand Pagodas, and that Governor 
Yale had made them at the Bight Ilon’ble Com- 
piiny’s charge against ibeir positive order and the 
most of the Council’s express exceptions,—did de¬ 
sire Judge Dal ben to make demand of President 
Yale for three thousani four hundred and eighty- 
three Pagodas with interest, being the cost of tliem 
and of a Physic Garden. Judge Dolbcn returns 
answer that he hath demanded the same, and that 
President Y^le saith he haijh not done anything of 
that nature, but what was either ordered by the 
Eight llon’ble Company or agreed to by the Coun¬ 
cil, or of absolute necessity, and desires to be heard 
about it before any farther demand bo made.” 
^he next enti^ will explain itself. 

Thursday, Tl0th January, 1693. There being 
complaints made by Taliars and Peons appointed 
to watch the Black Town, that many people, in- 
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liabitanU and strangers, do walk up and down in 
the streets all night, which is tlvg, occasion of many 
disorders, thefts, and violences cojaniitted: - it is 
ordered that to-moiyow laoming the Clioultvy 
Justices do cjause the Tom Tom to be beat through 
all the streets of the Black Town, forbidding ail 
persons to walk in the streets aftw eleven of the 
clock at night, under penalty of one pagoda to be 
paid into the Choultiy, or severe corporal punish¬ 
ment, 'OS the Justices shall think fit. 

The following notices are interesting as illustra¬ 
tive of the form of Hindoo oaths. 

** Wednesday, 25tli JanuarN% 1693. Judge 
Bolbeii reports from the Admiralty Court that in 
a trial tliis day between the flight Hon’able 
Company and the late President Yale and others 
for wrongs and damages done them, that the said 
late President has objected against the manner of 
giving the Gentoo oath, by the usual ceremony of 
fetching water and flowers from the Pagoda into 
Court, affirming that them was a late ortkr of 
consultation by which the ceremony of taking 
Gentoo oaths was for the future established to be 
done before the Pagoda. Upon which report we 
have made enquiry of Olioultiy fusiices and mem¬ 
bers of Council, who all deelai’cd the way of 
swearing the Gentoos hath been in the Court 
before the Jury, by causing water and flowers to 
be brought from the Pagoda ; the flowers are 
put upon their neads, and they drink som(|gpf 
fhe water before or in tjie Courtand both 
are given and done by the ^Bralimin of the 
Pagoda, iud in the presence of the eternal 
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0*0(1 who they believe in a more particular man¬ 
ner to be in all Courts of Justice, are requiml 
to speak the tmtS. . . . We likewise sent lur 
a dozen or fourUeen of the anjient Brahmin priests, 
li* most eminent in the place, and asked them of 
the same matter, who all unanimously gave it as 
their opiruon and knowledge that this is the way 
of their own Gentoo Govemmeat, swearing wit¬ 
nesses in the Carnatic country, when evidence 
was not believed without an oath ; but that their 
Governor did never send or force any of them 
to bt? swom at th(i Pagoda, but did cause w^^ater 
and llowers to be brought from thence and swear 
them in Court: for, 5a;f they, what is the Pagoda*? 
it is an Image or Stone : where a Governor is, 
there is God ; where ten men are, tlmre God i* 
present. ... Wt^ tlierciai’f' order the continu¬ 
ance of this way. of swearing.” 

The following jjroceedinga in the Gourt of Ad¬ 
miralty are amusing enougli, • 

'ihursday, JSthJWay, J693. Judge Dolben 
;])ort3 from the Adnurjilty Court that Captain 
j'hvke having a cause d(itermiucd there between the 
liight Hon’ble Company and himself, about 50 
tons of lead of the Kight Hon’ble Company laden 
in Eng]urich Mrhicii the said Captain refused to de¬ 
liver according to Charter party ; Captain Freke 
flew out into scurrilous language against the Go¬ 
vernment here, and the authority and justice of 
the Court, upon which the Judge gave him a civil 
caution to be Sfiore moderate. But when the de¬ 
cree of the CouH was pronounced against him, 
and an appeal which he tendered was rejected, he 
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repeated his scurrilous expressions, vizw that he had 
behaved himself like a man, an j was used like a 
b{^st; that he knew before he eam^e should have 
no justice here, but would have it in another 
place; upon which tne Judge ordered him to be 
taken into custody, which the officer going to do, 
he cocking his hat laid his hand upon his sword, 
and turning upon ihe Court in that posture said, 
that in England he was as good a man as Judge 
Dolben- though not here, holding up his hand in a 
threatening posture, swore he should meet him 
thoi*e where he could have satisfaction; upon w liich 
the Judge, seeing the Captain of the Quai'd present 
in Court, ordered him to tate him and carry him 
to the Cock house, but sent the crier after him and 
ordered him to be secured in the Fort. Since 
which two days ago Captain Freke came to the 
Commissary of his own accord all alone, and said 
his ship was in danger by one cable being broke 
and the other wawting servis. The Commissary 
told him the best way to seccrc the ship would be 
to set himself at liberty by acknowledging his error 
in Comt, and asking pardon of the Court and 
Judge. To which he replied, he never would do 
it as long as he had breath in his body, ^with many 
vindications of himself and expressions of invete¬ 
racy/* 

Captain Freke subsequently submitted, but sent 
in a protest which is still on record. 

,.We may here mention that the Commissary Sir 
John Goldsborough proceeded to ^ort St. David in 
June 1(59*3, and returned in July. Shortly after- 
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wards he again proceeded ^ong the coast, and clied 
suddenly in Novmber the same year. 

, Erom the entiy we leam that Alimerdy 
Khan , had obtained his release trom Gingee. 

** IMday, 4th August, ^698. A Dutch ship 
with the MoguFs dag on the maintop mast head, 
pas^g by this road, two Dutchmen came ashore 
from Nabob Alimerdy Khan to give noticse that he 
was upon the ship going for Pulicat. And the 
ship tiring 18 guns, the Fort answered as many, 
in respect to the Nabob. And his brotlier-in-law 
Ali Cddera, (who has for six, months past resided 
here) coming to the President for leave to go off 
to the Nabob, the Pr&ident desired him to tajee 
with him two chests of Kose water, and present to 
the Nabob, llis releasement has cost him 800,000 
Bupeea, thereof the Dutch have remitted part by 
Bill of Exchange/* ♦ 

The next extract will explain itself. 

Wednesday, 16th Au^s*, 1693. PercoUti 
Chinna WarJea havings obtained Zulfilcar Klian his 
Perwanna for the Government of Trivatore and 
Tripatore, countries adjacent, called in his way to 
see his family (whom he has kept here two or 
three year^ and visiting #he President, do assure 
him tliat Assad Khan is alive and well, and in the 
king’s favour, notwithstanding all the current 
reports to the contrary. And on the 11th instant, 
Mahmood Aniffe, Zulfikar Khan his adopted son 
about twenty years of age, coming here with fifty 
horse and a mmdrecL peons, to take his pleasure 
and see the placf. It being judged necessary to 
treat him civilly, in respect to Zulfikar Khan, wc 
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appointed him the Oarcfen fov the acoommodution of 
himself and servants; and lie sending word that 
he designs to take his leave to^fiav, and to depart 
to-raoiTow, the warehousekeeper bordered out of 
the stores to get reader' a present to l>e made him 
of such things as may be best spared, viz. 1 
Tonquen chest with 6 cases of Dressing Boxes, 
and 6 Bemdezas, 2 small prospective glasses, 2 
looking glasses, 1 pair Pistols, 1 piece of China 
silk, 1 wax Image in glass and 2 glass globes, 
1 chest llosewater, 5 Swords, 2 Pictures covered 
with glass.” 

'Jlie siege and capture of Pondicherry by the 
Dutch is thus noticed. < 

“ Monday, 21st August, 1693, Beceivetl a gene¬ 
ral letter from Port St. David dated the 18th 
instant, advising that the Dutch had landed seve¬ 
ral great guns and three naortar pieces, and iverc 
raising batteries against Pondicherry Port, but 
had not as yet fired any shot; and that Governor 
Pitt had sent to Monsiei^* Martin to surroiuter 
their Port., which might prevent the shedding of 
much blood, but he returned this answer that he 
was there to defend it for his king's glory, and 
their own honour, whiek he was resolved to do to 
the last drop of his Idood.” * 

Pondicherry was taken a few days afterwards, 
iiiul a congratulatory letter was accordingly sent 
to Ileer Pitt, the Dutch Governor of Pulicat, by 
the Agency of Fort St. George. 

^ The next entries illustrate the tarly progress 
of Koinau Catholic Mlssionariet in this country. 
“Monday, 2Sth August, 1693. Padi'e Don 
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Jolm de Oferici dtjlivcnii^ a Petition as mtoed 
next after thia consultation, and,jdso producing to 
iis feis letters MisJlonary from Don Salvaclor Gaflusi 
Prefect of the tfegukr Priei^s at Goa, by wljich it 
does appear that he is nof depenchmt upon the 
Padm Goreraadore at the Mount; and the Deputy 
Goiremor attui Council of Port. St- Da’vid having in 
their general letter, dated 18th instant, expressed 
themselves satisfied in the character tliey have re¬ 
ceived ; it is agreed that a license be granted xinto 
the said Padre Glerici to olJiciate at Cuddalore in 
the room of Padi-e Paulo, who was before appoint¬ 
ed from hence, but is lately removed from themfe 
to Porto 'Novo by the<ihder of the Padre Gover^^a- 
dore of the Mount," 

‘‘ To the Honorable Nathaniel Higgiusmi, Es<p, 
President and Governor of Fort St. George, Foil: 
8t. David, eto.,^and Council. 

llie Humble Petition of Padre Don * 

® John de Clerici, 

Humbly Sheweth, * 

That your Petitioner is a Priest of the order of 
tlie Tbeatine !Missionai‘ies, by which being obliged 
to travel into remote coipitries to endeavour the 
conversion*of Infidels to the Cluistian faith, your 
Petitioner humbly requests your Honour, etc,, that 
he may by you be appointed the Padre ilesident of 
(hiddalore for the service of the I’ortuguesc inha¬ 
bitants of that place; which employment he will 
to the utraost*of his power endeavour to perform 
with all loyalty m^d ndelity to the Hon’ble Codi- 
pany and their interest, and to the satisfaction of 
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your Honour, etc. for Vhom as in, daty loiiud Iw 
shell! over pray.—J). John bb Gjubsioi/' 

In the following December thf worthy Padre 1 * 0 - 
tuvn§4 to Madras with his license.^ Thestorywiii 
be, interesting to all 8ur llojnan Catliobe readers. 
We quote from an entry dated Itith DeeeBiber. 

‘‘ Padre Cleriei returning hither from Port St. 
David, bringing with liim the license formcarly 
gi'anted him, and alleging that not understand¬ 
ing the English language, he was not sensi¬ 
ble of the inij3ort of some articles, which up¬ 
on consideration he finds directly contrary to the 
strict rules of his order, and that his acc^^ptancc 
thereof wiQ render him lialfic to the ecelcshistical 
censure of his superiors, and therefore chooseS' 
ratlnn* to leave that place and repair to Madapob 
lam, whither he is invited to succeed the Padre 
lately deceased, than to accept. Put it not being 
thought convenient to alter the ailicles upon his 
objections, and yet more requisite to admit him at 
('Uddalore, than eithw a jrcnch or Portuguese 
I'adrii, he being of a ditferent order and nation 
from tliem both:—H is agreed that Padre Olerici 
bo permitted to reside tWe, and perfonn the 
oliiee of a Priest so long as he shall behave him¬ 
self well, and that the matter of the* artieles be 
further referred to his Exec ilcncy the t'Omtnissary 
rjencral’s coming, and tiiut a letter ta4hat effect 
be writ to the Deputy Governor and Council of 
Port St. David, w*hich Padre Clerici being ac¬ 
quainted with w’as contented therewith, and de¬ 
livered up his former license/* *- 

The honest Padre died a few months afterward!?!', 
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n eircumsian^ which gare i?se to a disoussioii 

i>etwoen the Bishop of St* Tfaon^p the iVcsi- 
dency at IP'oit SfcrGhjorji^e regarding the power of 
nomiuatog a successor. ike lUh Febnmry 
1694, the following* letter Trom the Bishop was 
received % Mr. Iliggiiison. ^ 

‘‘ SiE,—Whereas I amved in this place but a few 
days since, I had m time to come and kiss your 
Honour’s hands, to whom I wish long life and 
hedth, for the relief of the Portuguese who live in 
these parts. 

1 have had advice that Padre Don John, whom 
the Oovemor my predecessor placed nemr (Judda- 
iore, is deceased, and dPhesreas I determine to send 
to iliai Church Padre Paulo de Saa who has been 
there; and to content the English gentLemen there 
JL would not do it without advising your Honour 
thereof, whom Lbelieve will approve of my election* 
“ If I am wortliy of serving yoiir - Honour, 1 am 
ready to obey your will whom ^Jod keep. 

1 kis^your Honour’s hands, 
FniEfi Eaymundo dis Mekvais. 
Tlw President did not approve of a - Vicar 
l>eirig appointed in a place under the English by 
the Bishop of St. Thom^.« Moreover he prefer- 
Padre ftulielmus a Valle, who belonged to the 
order of the I'heatines. Accordingly he directed 
the Presidoncy at Cuddalorc to order Padre Paulo 
to cease from executing his priestly funt^tions 
within the Enjlisli boundaries; and dispatched 
the following letter to^the Bishop of St. Thomd. ^ 
Reverend Sir, • 

I received vour lettei* dated 11th Februorv, 
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wlieroin you advise me that you determine tb s^d 
Padre Paulo de Saa in the room of PadfseDoji 
John, whom the Governor your predecessor had 
placed Vicar at Cud^lore. I acSnowledp yout 
civility in giving me notice of your determinaMon; 
hut admire at youf usurpation of an autitority 
which did not belong to your predecessor, nor 
to yourself nor successors, viz. to appoint Vicars 
in any place under the English government. You 
liave mode a wrong account, and if you would, 
reckon right you must begin again. In this case 
I ought to deal plainly with you, that no foreign 
hpiscojpal niithority can be admitted within the 
limits of our jurisdiction,^' and that you are not 
Governor or Bishop of Cuddalore no more than of 
Madras. But as your reverence is Bishop or, Go¬ 
vernor of Meliapore, T congratulate your accession 
to that authority, and desire and embrace your 
friendly and neighbourly correspondence ; in piu'- 
suance of which I acquaint your reverence that I 
have determined to permit Padre Guliehnus a 
Y’alle, of the order of the Theatines, to reside at 
(hiddalore, in the room of Padre Bon John de 
('lerici deceased. I am your friend and selvaM, 

NA*rHANIEL 

The following incident is worthy of record so 
far as it is strange. 

YVeduesday, 30th August, 1693. Word be¬ 
ing brought us while at Consultation on the 28tlj 
ipstant, that Mr. Wneeler, Member* of Council and 
Sea Customer and Chief Justice of the Choultry, 
was very sick, and soon after about 11 o’clock 
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tliat ke was dead, we went forthwith to his house, 
aud appoiated Mr. Mildmay and Mr. Vander Anker 
to take account otthe Right Honorable Companiea’ 
l)ook5||^ud pdjjcrs which were in Mr. Wheeler's 
hands; but on the way thither the following note 
was dtdivered into tlie hand pf the President. 

Honorable Sir,—I have murdered Mr Wheeler, 
by giving him arsenic. Please to execute Justice 
on me the malefactor as I deserve, Yoiir Honour's 
unfortunate obedient Servant, Samuel Buowne. 

“ Whereupon Doctor Browne after examination, 
a}||^ hk particular relation of the circumstances of 
his fatal mistake, was by >van-ant of the Judgt^ 
Advocate committedjS as also his servant, yho 
negligently powdered pearl in a stone momr 
wherein arsenic liad been before beaten, the miX' 
lure whereof with the pearl is supposed to be the 
occasion of hia^death ; aiwl there being symptoms 
d'|)OJson, Doctor Butkley, the Surgeon of the 
Hospital, was ordered to open,^he corpse and make 
liis report. ^ 

“ Yesterday at eight o'clock in the forenoon Mr. 
James W'heeler was buried,, with tlie solemnity ac-* 
oustomed for his high station,*' 

The following report of Dr. Bulldey will be in¬ 
teresting fo our medical readers. 

“ May it please your Honour with the Worsliip- 
ful Council. 

According to your orders I did on Monday the 
28tli instant in the afternoon open the dead body 
of Mr. Jarae^ Wheeler about five hours after his 
death, and upon viewing the viscera or bowdls, 
found them not much altered from their natural 
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temper and colour. The parts that seemed to 
suffer most were the stomach and intestines, 

’ which were a little inffamed, aM. almost wholly 
bared and stripped of the m\dx>as < 0|||sUmy 
covering with which those parts arc common¬ 
ly invested. The lungs also were a little in¬ 
flamed, The blood that I gathered out of several 
vessels all appeared blacher than usmd, Btlt the 
suddenness of his death, and the severe symptoms 
lie laboured under before he died, were gresater 
arguments of poison received, than anything I 
could trace out by dissection. This from, 

Your Honours most humble and ol^edient SOTtint, 

Eowakp Bulkley.” 

This following incident refers to the Roman 
Catholics of Madras. 

“ Monday, 25th September, 1093. The French 
Padres having represented to us that Padrci 
Ephraim is liy age disabled, and that there remains 
only Piulre Miguel *^to officiate in the Portuguese 
Cliurch, whereunto there are oelonging about eight 
thousand Christians, as they call them, witliin the 
bounds of this city ; and therefore request tliat a 
French Padui may be admitted to reside here as 
an assistant to Padre Abgiiel. It is Considered 
that the said Padre was formerly of Pondiclmrry, 
but lelt the same before it was invested by the 
Hutch ; and that he is of the same order as Padre 
Ephraim, viz. a Capuchin; and that while the 
Church is permitted to continue it is-rcasonablo to 
allow a sufficient assistance'for ,discharging the 
Church Office, which is too niucfi for one. And 
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Upon the \thole, it is resoliSd that the said Padre 
maj reside in this city as an assistant to Padre 
Miguel; approvinf himsi^f true and subject to bur 
government; ndt holding intelligence to the preju¬ 
dice thereof; not drawing oitt soldiers or Protest* 
ant inhabitants to the Komish profession; not 
marrying or buiying any but those of their own 
Church; and rendering a due account yearly of 
Marriages, Christenings, and Burials, and number 
of communicants ; and this permission to continue 
till he be ordered to depart the place/’ 

The following extract will explain itself, 

Priday, 3rd November, 1693, The Jimka* 
mers of Ypere (? Veper}<9* having received orders 
from Zulfikar Khan to cause a town to be built 
there, and to draw inhabitants to btiild and dwell 
there, and to receive 5 per cent custom on all goods 
carried in and out of Madras; and several of our 
discontented Chitties and shopkeepers having been 
drawn into a compliance with the design, and 
treated with the J unkanaers in order to their settle¬ 
ment there: tlie Chief Dabash was ordered to 
treat with the gjimkainers for putting a stop to 
their proceeding; and the Junkamers having 
thereupon promised him to suffer, goods to pass 
according to sallabad, and to forbetir budding, and 
10 write accordingly to Zulfikar Khan,—upon con¬ 
dition he shall privately receive 200 Hupees, a 
chest of Persia Brandy, and Broadclothsit is 
thought more convenient to tak| off these stops by 
that way, than to use force upon the Dewan's ofli- 
cers ; and the Wtwehousekeeper is ordered to pro¬ 
vide and deliver the Bupees etc, to Narrain, who 
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is to deliver the same privately accordittg to agree¬ 
ment/’ 

4 ^) 

Our next extract refers to a domestic incident 
belonging to the old yort life when all the mem¬ 
bers of the Agency dined at the Oeneral Table. 

“ Thursday, 16th November, 1693. Having 
been informc<l that Mr. Pdward King late Steward, 
had made a bargain with John the Butcher for 66 
Pagcwias monthly during his Stewardship, which 
is justly suspected to be the reason why the 
Butcher’s meat in his time is charged in his ac¬ 
count so much dearer than by the present Steward, 
to the greiit increase of tlie^charges of the General 
Table. The Attoimey General is therefore order¬ 
ed to take the examination of the Steward’s ser¬ 
vants then employed, and to report the same on 
Thursday next.*’ 

On the Thursday following the Attorney deli 
vered in his report on this important a0air, in 
which the evidence of one Summoodro, a (’onioo- 
])oly, forms a sfcoiy which i&ay find its parallel in 
every European’s household in Madras. 

Summoodro declares that in Febniary last 
John Arts alias Joh^ the Butclier told this 
deponent that he had given MfT King *2;) 
Pagodas; that in March he gave him 3J Pa¬ 
godas ; then in April, May, and June this 
deponent knows Mr. King received 50 Pagodas 
each month, which was thus : when John asked 
for 200 Pagodas M a time, Mr. ^King paid him 
Gut 150 Pagodas, and took’receipt for 200 Pago¬ 
das; when the month was almost expired and 
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John brought in 2v)0 Pago<^s worth of provisions, 
they then cleared their accounts/’ 

Our next extraAs rehii' to the possession of the 
^ency of FortlSt, George of the tlien neighbour¬ 
ing towns of Egmore, Pefsewaukum, and Tri- 
plieane. 

Monday, 25 th Peceuiber, 161^3, Ileoeivedi a 
letter from Ramdas Tarriffdar of ^oonamallee 
under Avmmo Naik, requiring the delivery of Eg- 
iuorc, Persiwauk, and Triplicaue to Appogee Puu- 
talo for the use of Arsimo Naik, to whom he al¬ 
leges the Nabob has granted them. 

Tuesday, 26th. This day we are informed 
from the Brahmin at Egmore, that an oificer wjjth 
ten Rajpoots are come thither to tak(j possesaion 
by tying leaves. It is ordered that a seijeaiit 
with eight soldiers and six peons be sent thither to 
hinder their proceeding; and an answer Was written 
and sent to llamdas, to let him know that Tripii- 
oane Avas granted to the English at the same time 
that Chinnapatanam a^s, and Egraore and Perse* 
waiifcum Avere lately granted us by the King’s 
Hoosbull Ho6kum, and Grand Viz»er and Nabob’s 
Purvvannas, and therefore cannot deliycr them.” 

“ Friday, 5th Jamuiry The Town Coni* 

eopoiies aufl chief inhabitants of Egmore, came to 
make their salaam to the Presiilent, and presented 
him with a patch of clothi and brought sheep, 
fowls, cocoa nuts, with a basket of orange, limes, 
and plantains, which were delivered to the StcAvard 
for the use of l^he General Table, and made their 
acknowledgments*of the great satishiction and se¬ 
curity they enjoyed under our Government. 
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‘‘ Tuesday, SOtli January. Anpogee Puutalo 
being come to Vepery Junkum witk 50 Horse and 
5 0 Kajpoots to take possession thereof by order of 
Arsimo Naik, and it ^s probable he has also orders 
for taking possession of Egmore and Persewank 
which he has already demanded by letter:—-it is 
therefore ordered that Alexander Bel Gardiner, 
Ensign, do forthwith march thither with 10 Centi- 
nels, with whom the ^ijeant and 20 Oentinels 
there already are to join, and to preyent the Moors 
taking possession of those towns,** 

The Agency had a considerable deal of trouble 
before they fairly obtained the possession of the 
towns ; at last the perwaAna arrived from 2ulfi- 
kar Khan as appears from the following entry. 

Monday, 19th March, 1694*. A Perwanna 
being this forenoon received from Zulhkar Khan 
for holding the new towns in our possession, — it 
is ordered that Captain Seaton go this afternoon 
with the Chief Biabash and Brahmin, and cause 
the said perwanna to bee publicly read for the 
satisfaction of the inhabitants, who before not 
daring to cut their Paddy for fear of Arsemo 
Naik’s people, are forthwith to go about the 
cutting it to prevent fmther loss.** ^ 
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CHAPTEE Xltt 

GOVEEKOKSHll? OP MR. NATHANIEL 
HIGGINSON. 

iConihued,) 

^ 1«92—i«9«. 

^ •» 

The years 1694^ 1695, 1696, which tre treated 
in the -present chapter, are miied by a number of 
incidents, none of wflich however require any 
lengthened introduction. According we at once 
proceed to lay our extracts from the records before 
our readers, interspersing a few explanations as ob-* 
casion may arisa. 

Tlie way in which iinfiauns could be obtained 
from Native Governors is iili»trated by the fact 
that Dr. Blackw'all, « surgeon in the Company’s 
service, actually obtained for himself the Governor¬ 
ship of Porto Novo. Suspicions however had been 
excited of liis having entertained the design of be¬ 
traying Fort St. l>avidq and his papers were 
seized by jJr. Hatsell the Chief at Cudtlalore, and 
full reports, together wdth the delinquent, were dis¬ 
patched to Foi? St. George. We extract the fol* 
lowing entry in the consxdtations. 

‘^Friday, 9th February 1691. The General 
Letter frotn*!^'fr. Hatsell being peinised, with the 
paper of the examinations of l)r. Elackwall's ser¬ 
vants, and also one letter from Dr. Blackwall to 
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Ills wife, which gives aA account of Ms having re^ 
ceivcd a firaiami for Porto Novo, whereof ho ami 
his heirs are to be Governors, where he is to main¬ 
tain one or two Mimlred horse, anfd as iniatiy 
ropeans as he can'T^et, Br. Blackwall being sent 
tor and examined, he confessed it, and delivered in 
a narrative of his transactions with the Nabob and 
Arsema Nail^ bat does utterly disown any design 
relating Foil St. David or Ciuldalore, and ai- 
legeth in hk own justiiication that after he was 
acquainted ihsat Mr. llatscU liad seized his papers, 
he notwithstanding came to the Council, as he in- 
tended, to disclose tlie whole matter, and have 
their approliatifwi before he\lid engage in it, But 
it being a matter of dangerous consequence, re¬ 
quires fuidher cnKtniry and consideration. In the 
meantime Dr, Blackwall is committed to the charge 
of the Lieutenant of tlie Guard, to be kept in 
(jluuuber in tlm Pent under a Centirnd, and none to 
speak to him till fivjther onlers.” TJiis matter lay 
in abeyance for some year^ alterwards, but Dr. 
Blackwall obtained his release on giving securi¬ 
ty. 

Complaints respecting provisions on board ship 
have frequently appeareii in the public Journals, 
but we think that the following memorial agaijiat 
Captain Buckoftlie “ Iloyal James and Mary’* is 
unique in its kind, K is entered in the Consul¬ 
tations oftlie 22nd March, 1694'. 

“ To tlie iluidble Nathaniel Higgiuson, etc* 
May it pleaso your Honour, etc. ‘ ^ 

' We have in pursuance of our petition fonnally 
delivered, proceeded to particularize our grievances. 
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vvhicli with aU due submissfcn is ofeed to jour 
Honour and Couneii’s consideration- 

1. The first ilful chief thinigf that we shall al* 
lege against (Aptuin Buck, is that of our want of 
fresh provisions most part ot the voyage, he not 
considering the great and unusual rate paid'for 
our transportation. 

2. That we neither ate nor drunk#of the ship's 
p3X)visions so well as the Mates during the voyage. 

8. Thai we thought it very umeasonable to 
allow us hut one med a day, and that of the ship’s 
provisions, for three, four, or^five weeks together, 
when the Mates hu<i breakfast and supper allowed 
them. ^ 

4. That when thein; was fresh provisions kill¬ 
ed we had not our share, the Mates having a 
breakfast and supper out of it, the Captain de¬ 
claring it was their fees. 

5. That when we had anything to eat, we ak 
more like beasts than men, having neitlier trencher 
nor table cloth, but after we were forced from his 
table, we had a table cloth and plates constantly. 

6. That upon our request by Mi*. Connell and 
IVIr, Heame that he woukl supply the defect of 
fresh provisions by allowing dieese or butter for 
breakfast, le granted one smsil cheese amongst 
twenty-six persons, which when impended, and we 
desiring more, he retorted the ship’s sides were not 
made of clieese, 

7. That the Captain was so uncivil to us, that 
if any person “bame on board, he either took them 
into the Iloundhsuset or turned us down into the 
Cabin. 
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8. That when at St, Jago lie was so uncitil 
to us ns to deny us his boat {unless we would go 
in his long boat with the cattle) Ho get on boaiS, 
his yawl and pinnace being both o& shore to wait 
on tim and his boys^^ forbidding his men to let 
any passenger come into the boats, so that those 
that were ashore were forced to wade up to their 
necks to get into ilie long boat. 

9. T^t he suifered the Right Hou’ble Com¬ 
pany's servants in general to be abused by his 
officers.”—(Signed by seven persons.) 

Captain Buck received from the Oovernraeut of 
Fort St. George “ a very severe clieck for the said 
miscarriages, which he proniises to amend for the 
futui’e,” 

The following entry explains itself, 

** Monday 26th March, 1694. Tliere having 
l>een some disorders in the entry of consuHations, 
it is ordered for the future that all resolves of the 
Bresideut and Council be written by the SecretaTy 
in a foul consultation book, x''hich are to be signed 
by the President and Council with tlie letters of 
their names before paiting, which is tlie Secretaiy’s 
warrant for entering the same fair; and the Secre¬ 
tary is ordered the next consultation day to bring 
the same fair entered, which is to be signed first 
before anv other business be considered.” 

In perusing the following extract the reiuler 
must bear ui mitid that the Mogul army w^as still 
opposed to the M.ahmttas in the neighbourhood 
aiid Ginjee. 

“ Wednesday, 20th June, V604u Suliman Khan, 
brother to Davood Khan, Captain of three thousand 
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horse in Zulfikar Khan’s ar^y, came to tofrn (Ma¬ 
dras) with 6 elephants, 3 4 cmels, Md 6 0 horsemen, 
and brought a^ letter from hie brother and from 
Znlhkar Khan, desiring acoomxhodation and aBoc- 
tor for curing him of his distemper. Word Was 
sent to Suliman Khan that he was weleomoj ^d 
that he might order his servants to seek ou^an 
accommodation, and the best Doctor^ in the fiaoe 
should attend hiid; but that he sho^d not viuig 
his horsemen into town with him,.b\xi keep whom 
necessmy for his servi^ and send the rest out of 
town; and accordingly hi|S fpMowers^piteh^. their 
tents to the west of the Fi!^ beyond the riw, and 
himself hired a Juliar hon»e to the northwaM/* 
The following extracft refers to the conditieh of 
the Mussulman Priests or Modlas in Triplioane. 

Tuesday, 3r<l July, 1694. The two MoorMbel- 
las, Morkai Subbah and Almu Bekker, having for 
many months past been at great variance concern* 
ing the division of the fees aconstomed to be given 
tiiem by that caster during wlilch time of their 
difference some of the Moormen have called in 
another Moolla to ofhciate in a new intemkd 
Mosque. There being two already, one built by Ve¬ 
rona within the Black town, ajfid the other in Presi* 
dent Yale’s time in the P^t^, suthcimit for the 
whole caste, and for all parts of the town :—it is 
resolved not to admit the building of any moi^.” 
The dispute between the two Mocmai was settled 
by President Higginscm, who required tliem to 
share the MoSque revenues equally; and a eowle 
was granted conirming to them and their children 
the sole right of officiating in the two Mos^bes. 
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In i^eptemb^-r this 'year, Judge Ddben wjio 
sat in the Coriirt-t)f Admiralty was dismissed from 
the CuHa-pan/s sehicc. la thfr action, between 
the Company and Fresuleiit Tie, he had de¬ 
clared that the Compdiiy's claims set aside 
by the Statute of Limitations; and was moreover 
foifed receiving bribes for favouring 

causes. Accordingly cn the 14th September it 
was resolved^nt he is hereby dismissi^ from 

the Bight lioftorable Company’s service till their 
Honour’s pleasure be furtW known; and that in 
the meantime due respect be given to a person of 
his quality and abilities, in consideration of which 
it is a trouble to iis to part'With 
We may here remark that Mr. Yale continued 
at Matiras for some years after his recall, endea¬ 
vouring to evade the Company’s claims against 
him. In February 1(596 he dispatched a strong 
petition to the Court of Pirectors, in which he 
complained of the jliodc in whicli lie had been 
prosecuted, in a style of, whifdi our readers have 
alretidy had a sample in the letters which he w^rote 
during his quarrel with ins Council, The follow¬ 
ing extract* in which he attacks' both the Comm^- 
sary and the Governor and Council, will be 
suthoient here. ^ 

“ That notwithstanding your Petitioner -gave 
sufficient bail and security to answer all the pre¬ 
tended charges against him, yet did the said Com¬ 
missary, new F|^ideiU, and their accomplices seize 
on and sell your Petitioner’s ships, goods, and 
estate (from time to time as they couhl ^each the 
same) to the value of thirty thousand pounds m* 
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Uiereabauis^ bdng almost lirs t^| #itoh ^ 
ihej had given Jodgmetit &r agaSjfiist yom Pisia* 
tioRer in thcit^wn ifbitimjr and illegal Wj" 
of proeeodittg,. ^ | j '' , ' 

“ That your T^tioner being ' intolerably op¬ 
press as itfareftaid, did mahe s^^al fdx^nw 
tests against suck their illegal ptaetic^ and' pri^ 
oeedings, and did aj^eed |j»" tk^ Justieie 

of England ;.*♦ but eontrary ^ m^er' of 
ifustice t ■* * « *« #'S'«C your petitioner %& b^n imprison^ 
ed ia the Port Wer sbice Noffmibei: 1432, Mritb* 
out hopes of liberty or^tirfW j „ and with d^a%|i <as 
your retilioi^ belksves) il4<l bafy to at™ yohr 
Petitioner's j^t bf their uhbkmtaii 

usage toarards him, but to enforce Mm into dei^ 
p£iir, or otherwise to bring on him sdme’distetojpbr 
that may hh^n lus death, which not long since 
by poison wassiear effected^” 

This insinuation of J4r;;Tale’s that he was in 
danger of poison of course ealhfcl forth an indignmit 
denial from the Presidency,^ u denial which gives 
rise to some painlul suspicions that there must 
have been dark doings' in tkobd days, and at the 
same time throws further light upon the scandal 
appertaini^ to Mr. Tale’a kt^i^aiiitouee with Mrs. 
Nicks, i^esident Higginson and Council, in a 
general letter to the Court ix4idi appears to have 
Sicconipanied the Petition, escpkin^ that they had 
proceeded in exact conformity to^ IsW; and that 
Mr. Yale had n($ver>been implrkwp one minute, 
but that liberfy had granted to go hoiue* 
at the only time he had ever asked for such pev'* 
mission; an assertion which is to some elteut ton* 

Ml. 
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iirjued.J)y the consultation books. But the ori^nal 
record is liere so interesting th^t we will extract 
the words of the ^neral letter Therefore, his 
(Mr. Yale’s) assertion,that he liath^been imprison¬ 
ed in the Tort ever since 169^ without hope of 
liberty, is utterly and apparently false; and conse¬ 
quently the reflection' is not only groundless, but 
basely soandifcus, when he aflinns he hath been 
imprisoned to egilpree him into despair, and to 
bring on him some distemper that may hasten his 
death. \Vhich reflection i» heightened by an in¬ 
stance he gives of bis deatli being not long since 
near effected h\ poison. The meaning of all which 
must be (if it Kath any) thaf he i» afraid tlic Presi¬ 
dent anti Council of Fort St. George will make 
away with him by poison or otherwise. They tliat 
know him will doubtless conclude with us, either 
this bold reflection is no more than the accustomary 
strains of wicked policy, or a stilvo for his own 
credit against the cOmraon reports of the nnusnal 
deaths of several of the Couiftil of Fort St. George 
when he ^vas President; concerning which W’e do 
not accuse him, being compelled by the rules of 
Christian charity to suspend a censure, the most 
material evidence being* dead ; but if^. they had 
been living to declare themselves, what otluTs 
have since their death declared as from them, some 
of ]\Ir. Tale’s aforexnentioned instmments mtisif 
have been prosecuted, and he would have been 
put hard to it||f'elcar his own reputation.” 

“ The baseness of the refl<3ction about poison 
will further appear. . . There never was a re¬ 
port that ever we heard, of an^lhing that would 
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gba liim tlie least coloxir ^for s^ a suggestion 
since the year 1^1, when there was a story tdd 
all about the of a rogue that tempted Mrs* 
Nick's slave wench to poison her mistress; and 
because Mrs. Nicks then lived with Mr. Yale at 
bis Garden house (when she and Pavia a 

Jew, with their children, have and do firequent, 
to the scandal of Cliristianity amoi^g hffithens) 
therefore he takes occasion to suppose the de^n 
was against himself, and to insinuate that the how 
President and CCuncil of Fort Bt. George -had a 
hand in it." 

We shall probably leatn something more of Mr. 
Yale in a future r&jbrd. We now quote '*an 
entry illustrative of the current history. 

" Saturday lOth November, 1094. Zulhkar 
Khan suddenly removed his army from Wande- 
wash, and it was reported that he went to take 
Chungamon h^ort (?) At the same time came vari¬ 
ous reports of quarrels betweeit him and the other 
principal oflScers of tJte Mogul’s army, and it was 
said they had orders from the king (AurungKcbe) 
to seiae him. Whereupon the President ordered 
a spy Brahmin to go and attend the motions of 
the Gamp,*and send intelhgcnoe by four Peons ap¬ 
pointed as Tappies ; from whom this day received 
«a letter advising that Zulfikar Khan is fuicamped 
to the noiihward of Chungamon Fort; the Mah- 
rattas make daily incursions in; the camp and 
plunder them^of five or six htMEib. At Wande- 
wash the innabitant^ by reason of the Mooi’s 
army have left tlfeir habitations, and taken to the 
hills nigh Chungamon Fort, for their protection* 
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The Mogur« horse has^ lately harassed mi4 pliyi- 
dered the country, canyi»|j mth tiem both peo¬ 
ple and goods, pavood Oan othi^s design 
to seize the Nabob (Zdfikar IQimfMhffxi they shall 
see a iit opportuiii^. The Nabob sent flama 
Kajali (king of the Mahrattss) ten camels loaded 
with rupees, but they were intercepted by Bavood 
JChan.. Tbej( (the ^gul’a ofRceis) hourly expect 
an opportuui^ to seize on the Nabob Zulhkar 
Khan. The Mabrattas liave poisoned the waters, 
and have mixed milk hedges in some of the taiiks, 
which has killed abimdanoe of people/* 

llie Hindoo law agamst putting a Brahmin to 
death is illustrated by the filiowing extract. 

“ Saturday, 16th November, 1694. One Jugga 
of the Brahmin caste being found guilty of rob¬ 
bery and felony, and condemned to be hanged, 
upon the earnest intercession of the Eight Honora¬ 
ble Company’s merchants and some of the prin¬ 
cipal Black inhabitants, was reprieved, allegiiig it 
was contnrry to the custom ^ the country to put 
a Brahmin to death, requesting he might be 
punished as acenstomary among the Gentoos. It 
is agreed that the said Brahmin be pardoned his 
life; and the Justices of the Choultry are ordered 
to cause him to be punished in the ^ most dis¬ 
graceful way practised among the Gentoos in like 
cases, after which turned out of town under the 
penalty of being hanged whenever he returns/* 
About this time two nice young gentlemen, 
Mr. Henry Pullein and Mr. Thoma^ Walton, ap¬ 
pear from the foEowiiig accounts to have given 
some trouble to the GovemoT of Fort St, George^ 
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, Saturday, 18th AprJi * 1693. Mr, fleniy 
PuUein, a young ffentleman who came out of Eng¬ 
land as pa&aenff^m the ** Eefence,” butnot agree¬ 
ing with the Bommand^ ^ that Shi^ at, ^e 
Cape, and name hither in the Hawke/* intending 
by the first opportun^y to return to England ; 
but bdSore the IMneega’* went home in hwruaiy 
lash he had ao far run in debt for hi% maintenance 
and eitrar^agance, that he could not satisfy hie 
creditors, some of whom about a month ago 
taking warrants out of the Court to amst him, he 
to avoid their execution withdrew to St. Thomd, 
and in a short time fell intp the acquaintance of 
EmauM Beague, a Idborman. The Presulent 
having notice thereof, and that he was engaging 
himself in the Moor’s service in the Camp, order¬ 
ed several persons to watch his going abroad ; 
and being advised that he was come to a Choultry 
near the Bar, ordered Captain Seaton with sol¬ 
diers and peons to go roimd^it and bring him 
in. Mr. Buliein was his own accord coming into 
the town in the dusk of the evening, when Captain 
Seaton overtook him and brought him to the Pre¬ 
sident, who finding by his examination that he had 
treated with the Moors in^order to enter into their 
service^ and that some of the soldiers of our garri¬ 
son had also o^ered to go with H'm, thOtigh he 
pretends that he only gave it out to l^g his cre¬ 
ditors to reason,—the President ordered the Mar¬ 
shall to take him into custody till the matter can 
be fairly exanined in Council on Monday. 

' Monday, 15tji AJlril. The President doth ac¬ 
quaint the Couneil with the foregoing, and Mr. 
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Piillein being sent declared tbe occasibii of his 
leaving the place to be his hdm in debt, that he 
was often with Emaum Beague Thomd and 
had discoursed concer|dng the Momt’s service* but 
denies to have actually engaged therein,—it is or¬ 
dered tliat he be conlined in the room in the Eort 
next to the guard, and have the liberty of the Port* 
with a Sentry to attend him night and day, but to 
keep his chamber from six in the cveniiig till six 
in the morning, until he can come to a composition 
with his csreditors/’ 

Mr. Pullein appears to have belonged to a res¬ 
pectable family, who had amt him to Madras in 
the hope of getting rid of him, or of ejecting a re¬ 
formation. He w^as shortly afterwards sent to Eng- 
li'uid, by the ship “ American Merchant,*’ as ap- 
jmars from the following advice in a general let¬ 
ter :—“ AVc have given the Commander an order 
for his passage, ki\pwing no other way to prevent 
his running to the Moors^ and to prevent the 
young man’s utter i*uin. For if he stays he can 
get no employment, and will be forced to des¬ 
perate courses for a maintenance, and satisfying 
his creditors, who must get their money where and 
when they can. The President is on!; of them, 
liaving^Tumislied him at his first coming, to defray 
his charges at several timers, eighty Pagodas, be¬ 
sides which he nm into debt among the Public 
Houses two or thi'ce hundred Pagodas.” 

^ Mr. Walton is not noticed in suc^i terms as can 
lead us to suppose that he was regarded with the 
same consideration as Mr. Puliein. He came out as 
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a write!, wliflst the latter paseenpier. I« ^act 
Mr, alton waa more of a type of Hojjarth s idle 
apprentice; but we quote the offidal record. 

“ Friday, l(nh May, 16^5. Thomas Walton, 
waiter, who was sent hither from Fort St, BaVid 
because he was refractory and idle, and could by no 
means be there kept in good order ; since and here 
for eight months being appointed to •write under 
the Secretary always neglected to do what was 
onicred him j after which he was appointed about 
three months ago to copy over a Ledger, and all 
this time has done but eleven folios; though upon 
information that he lilfed to He out of the Fort, 
and spend the nights iif wandering up and down 
about town iu Moor’s habit, and corrupted several 
young men to accompany him in debaueheiy, the 
President ordered him not to go out of the Fort 
without leave, and strictly enjoined him to finish 
the books ; and upon further information that Mr. 
Walton had a design to leave the place and run 
into the Moor’s sen'icsi having by his extravagant 
run in debt beyond his ability to pay, the Presi - 
dent gave orders to the Lieutenant of the garrison 
not to permit him to go out of the Fort without 
leave. The^ whole matter »being now represented 
and discoursed in Council, and Mr. Walton sent 
I'or to bring bis book, it appeajfa that he has not 
written one word since he was last ordered, and 
does declare that he cannot write, but desires to 
go home. Being thus inconigible, it k resolved 
that he also hate leave^to go by ship “ Armenia^ 
Merchant,” and ii>the meantime to prevent his fur¬ 
ther debaucheries and running to the Moors, that 
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the officers of the g^rcl room do not peraui Mm to 
go out of the Eort. * - 

The dispute between the Gownment of Pott 
St. George and theiBishop of Thani£ seems 
to have subsided for a time (is appear^ Irbm 
the following entry. 

Monday, 3rd May, 1695. After much con¬ 
test with til#Bishop of'St. Thomd, he having de¬ 
clared his consent (liecause he cotild not help it) 
for Padre Gulielmo de Valle his proceeding to 
Cuddalore, the 3’adre (that difficulty being remov¬ 
ed) is ready to go. It is therefore ordered that a 
License be granted him aa^ftiUows. 

“ The President and Cofindl of Port St, George 
and city of Madras, for account of the Bight 
Hon ble English East India Company, do hereby 
for ourselves and successors give and grant unto 
the Reverend Padre Gulielmo de Valle, License to 
officiate as a IMest of the order of the Thentines 
in the Church erected at Cuddalore for the use of 
Homan Catholics and withm the bounds of Fort 
St. David,—Provided tliat in temporal matters 
he faithfully obey the English Goveriiment there, 
aiding and assisting the worsMpful Deputy 
and Council for the dme being in^ peace and 
war as occasion shall require, neither shall 
he' maintain any correspondence by letters or 
otherwise to the prejudice of the Government, 
nor shall he endeavour to draw the Protestant 
soldiers or inhabitants into the Burnish religian, 
vor shall he marry, christen, oi bury any of them 
without leave from the Deputy Governor; and 
once every year he shaB deliver a list of all 
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Roman Catholics, men, w(ftien, and children with¬ 
in the bounds of Fort St‘ i)avid. And further 
we appoint and ^rder that no other Priest,,reli¬ 
gious or secidal^ besides the^id Gulielmo de Vaile, 
do perform any religious office without the ex¬ 
press leave of the Deputy Governor. And that 
the said Gulielmo de Valle do not publish, or 
cause, or permit to be published, eitlipr by reading 
or fixing on the doors of the Church, any decree, 
order, or letter from the Bishop of Meliapore/' 
(The remainder torn out). 

The following entry records a mere domestic 
incident. 

Friday, 9th Aufust, 1C95. Last night 
Lieutenant Setiton at al>out twelve o^clock^ being 
in drink, drew his sword upon the Choultry 
Guard, and run a Portuguese soldier through the 
arm. Dr. Bnlkley being ordered to view the 
wound, reports that it is not dangerous; and 
Lieutenant Seaton being serft for, answer was 
brought that he was «ick of a fever.” 


It is curious to compare the above notice with 
the following extract fi-om a general letter to Eng¬ 
land;— 

*‘Amon^ several children born here, wliose 
parents send home for education by this ship, is 
Ann Seaton, the daughter of lieutenant Seaton, 
who has served your Honour nine years in Ben¬ 
gal and this garrison, and is a very able and use¬ 
ful officer. l#e hath paid Pagodas twenty-six per¬ 
mission, as the r^t Rave done, and humbly be^s 
your Honour will please to remit it.’* 

N 1 
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The next entry expl^ni itself* 

“ Wednesday, 15th January, 169^. This day 
being appointed for the solemnity in memory of 
our late deceased sovereign QiieeiJ^Maiy. In the 
forenoon a Company ^th Drums and Colours 
covered with black, niid Pikes trailing, attended 
the President and Council to Church, where Mr. 
Ilichard EUjpt preached u sermon suitable to 
tlie occasion, all the Eight Hon’blo Company’s 
servants and the English inhabitants being met in 
decent mourning, and the principal parti of the 
Church covered with black. About twelve o’clock, 
the flag being lowered at half mast, the Fort be¬ 
gan to fire at St. Thoraas\ Point, and continued 
by half minute glasses from Charles Point, n* 
liaticr}% Caldera Point, York Point to the batteries 
towards the sea, from where the ships in the roads 
took it, and ended the firing about tw^o o’clock.” 

This chaplain w’ho preached on this occasion 
died a few months,afterwm’ds. The Company were 
a})prised of the event m a^ gf^neral letter to the 
Court dated 19th October, 1696. “TheEcverend 
Mr. Eichard Elliot died here on the 17th instant, 
lie lialli left his books to the Libiury, and 250 
Pagodas to the Chu|;ch. He hath been the 
instrument of great good in ttiis Jilace. Mr. 
Lewis (the co-cliaplain) hath not so Arm a health 
that he can go througli the necessary service of the 
Church, and the frequent instruclion of children 
and slaves, which he performs hei*e both on Sundays 
and week-days.” < 

” llie following notice is hisioricj^l, 

** Monday, 20'th January, 1G9G. The Malirattas 
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army iticreasiag at frequently sending 

parties into several parts of the country near Teg- 
napatam, it is jiilged necessary that the Agent and 
Council at Foriipt. Bavidaccommodate the demands 
of Kama Kajah and his 9ihcers •, and it is our 
opinion that there ought to he a fair corres* 
pondence kept with them from that place, during 
the present uncertain position of tjMngs between 
them and Moors ; the Mahnvttas by ml advices ap¬ 
pearing to be in all probability of being masters of 
all ihcir country, uiiless the Mogul shall speedily 
send a Tcry considerable army to the assistance of 
Zullikar Khan.’* 

A curious intrigue (jn the patl of Zulfikar Khan> 
the Mogul Greneral, is recorded at very great length 
in the Consultations, but mav be told in a few 
words. On the 3rd Jilarch, 1696, Emaun 
Cooley and AU Bux, two of the servants of 
Zuldkar Khan, carried a letter from their master 
to President Higgiuson demanding a loan of a 
lakh of Pagodas, oifering a number of jewels as 
security for the repa^J^nieut. The President and 
CoLincd refused to comply with the demand, as 
the money would never be repaid and the jewels 
might be demanded by the Njibob’s successor. 
!M^ntime 4hey t^fere advised by an Armenian that 
the Alogul ln|id ordered Zulfikar Khan to march 
against Madras, and tliercfore supposed that he only 
designed to pick a quarrel. Accordingly presents 
were made to Emaun Cooley, but the loan w'as 
refused. Ondthe 30th of the same month they 
received a letter advising them of the return bf ^ 
the messengers *to Zullikar, with the statement' 
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lliat an their arrival tht JJabab sent for the chkf 
jnen of his army and divided twnly thousand 
llupecs amonj!: ■ them, much Mmmending the 
(Tovernraent of Madras for their l™r^ity. From 
this circumstance it wctild appear that the Mogul 
was tnutinous for want of pay, and that 
Z 111 flkarKhan only sent to Madras to gain time imtii 
he could get some money elkwhere." Fears how-^ 
ever were eiflevtained that notwithstanding the 
politic commendations he had made in the presence 
of his anny, that he would still resent the refusal 
of the loan. 

Our next extract refers to a domestic ineklent. 
]1 will be seen that Dr, 3{rown, the unfortunate 
surgeon who poisoned hlr. Charles, is again at 
large. - 

“ ^Monday, 27 th April. Complaint having beep 
made bv Madremtala in a letter receivenl bv tlie 
Governor last night, that Dr. Brown liad gone to 
the house of Ananta Tcrterra his J unkamcer of 
Yepery, and carried him nwav by force, and robbed 
Jiim to the value of six tlionSaud Pagodas as by a 
li.st sent. Dr. Brown being sent for gives this 
account. That on Saturday having rid out to 
Pginorc in Company, in their return l)y the Vepery 
Choultry the Moor PconI called fiirn numes ; and 
lie riding up to them to (h'lnand the reason, there 
followed more aggravating words and they beat 
liiin. "When he came home, being informed where 
the Chief num of the Choultry lived, he took his 
sword and pistol, and being followed by his boy 
^wftli another pistol, and his •borsekeeper, went to 
the house and by force took out ‘'Ananta Terterra, 
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and brou^lit him to th# Bridge Gate; where 
understanding that that was not the man which 
had abused him^et him go. 

“ Auanta T^erra doth also further complain 
that Dr. Brown broke his f*ice with a pistol, pulled 
his beard, etc., and that he was robbed to the 
value of six thousand Pagodas; which tliough' 
there is no reason to believe, yet the Dewaii’s offi¬ 
cers will take occasion to make a demand as ac- 
castomary", and give us tremble by complaining to 
the Nabob. And Dr. Brown being apparently 
guilty of a breacli of the peace, it is resolved that 
he be committed to the custody of the Marshall, 
that others may be cltr|eTreJ from tlie like, and tluit 
the inhabitants may understand that such practises 
are not allowed/’ 

A week afterwards Br. Brown was discharged 
from his confinement, in consideration of his pa¬ 
tients suffering for want of his assistance, he giving 
security to the Jurlges satislactioii. 

Our next extract illustrates\he occasional dith- 
culty of collecting Q,tit lients in the olden time, 

“Monday, 13th July. 'Jhere having been many 
pawns taken the last year for Quit lients charged 
upon several ioliabitants, who either refused or 
were unable to pay, the BenUl General was order¬ 
ed, in pursuance of the Bight Ilonble Company’s 
orders, to sell the said pawns, which was accord¬ 
ingly done; but the clamour and complaints made 
by the poor among the inhabitants, ami the reports 
thereof in th^Nabob’s camp, caused the Governor 
to order liim^ not to tiike pawns, but to proceeebin 
the collecting ofithe Quit lients so far as he could 
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without, and then to prodmse an account of Quit 
IReiits to be received for September 1695/’ Sub* 
sequcntJy it Tvas .resolved to tbe pawns by 
private contract, and not by pijJpHc outcry, or 
auction, „ 

As old traditions are afloat tbat the sea has 
greatly encroached upon tlie ^qromandel coast 
during the few centuries, Ve have made a 
point of extracting such entries as will illustrate 
such encroachments. The following one may be 
compared with other notices publish^ in previous 
chapters. 

“ Monday, 20th July. The sea having for three 
or four days past gained veii much upon the shore 
and approached near the walls, and this day broke 
down i>urt of two piles before the sea gate, it is 
propounded to consideration by what means the 
encroachment may be prevented, and in order 
thereunto resolved, that the principal inhabitants 
of the place l>e summoned to meet on Tlmrsday 
next at four of the clock inlhe Fort to view the 
outworks and receive their advice. 

<< Thursday, 30th July. The principal inhabi¬ 
tants and Senior merchants having wdth the Coun¬ 
cil on the 23rd instant wiewed the sea gide. The 
result is, that the sea doth plainly increase and 
may in time hazard the walls; yet it is not ad¬ 
mirable to stake it from Point to Point, partly be¬ 
cause the cliarge will be so great (supposed to 
amount to if well done to at least ^^ragodas five 
thousand), and partly because^t is generally doubt¬ 
ed that it will not answer the ead/^ 
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The following incidents iHnstrate the progress of 
public affairs, 

“ Saturday, Bib August, 1696, Madrantula 
liaving seized 2^ cattle in the country belonging 
to the shepherds of Madras,^e had caused all to 
be delivered to the owners except 60 b^ohging to 
the shepherds who serve the Fort with butter and 
milk. Upon complaint made to the JTabob, Mad^ 
rantula caused them also to be delivered, and the 
shepherds returned this night with an answer that 
they had received aU but three which were for the 
present lost,’^ 

“ Letters received weekly from the spy Brahmin 
at the Camp (at Ginje'iiJ give an account that Jhe 
French and Portuguese continue their solicita¬ 
tions there concerning St, Thom(5, and distri¬ 
bute their presiuits among all the considerable 
officers, but {^o not give any distinct account of 
their business and design.'’ 

We make the following extracts, not from their 
possessing any intrin^c interest, but because they 
illustrate the mode or procedure in the Choultry 
and court of Admiralty. 

“ Monday, 8rd August. The Choultry Justices 
having pi’oduced examinations taken by them con- 
ccruing the^ murder of a child in the Black town, 
and the robbing of a godown within the wails 
it is ordered that the Judge Advocate do cause a 
session to be held on Tuesday the 11th instant, 
for the trial of the criminals, and that the examina¬ 
tions be delivtt’ed to the Attorney General in order 
to tlieir prosecution. * * 

Thursday, 13th August. The Judge reports 
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from the Special Court^ of AdmMty held on the 
11th trnd 12th instant, for the tiial of several 
criminals, that on the 11th Grand Jury 
found both the bills^ vizt Chini^ree and NuUa 
Tombee acjBOaed of brealii^^ intoii Godown and 
stealing a considerable cpianfity of Quicksilver; 
and Hosana and Poehera mnrdei'ing of a 
child in Black town Court adjourned their 
trial till yesterday the 12th. / Chinandree pleaded 
guilty to his indictment and Nulla Tohabce 
pleaded not guilty. The Court proceeded in their 
trial and the Petit Jury withdrew and return¬ 
ed and gave their verdict, viz. Nulla Tombee 
guilty of petty larceny, anl Hosana and Pochera 
not guilty of the murder. The sentence was accord¬ 
ingly that Nulla Tombee should on Friday next 
have one of his ears cut off and be whipped and 
turned out of town. Chinandree to be executed 
next Wednesday at the usual place of execution, 
between the "hours of eleven and twelve in the 
forenoon, being the 19th ins^nt, and Hosana and 
Pothera to be discharged.” 

“It is upon the question resolved in Council 
that Chinandree be reprieverl from the execution 
of sentence of death, and that he be sent to An- 
jango (in Travancore) to work there in*^irons^ In 
the meantime to remain in the custody of tlie 
Marshall: and that the Choultry Justices see that 
the sentence of the Court be executed upon Nul¬ 
la Tombee.” 

^^Tlie Native Agency through which the Presiden¬ 
cy of Fort St. George mad^ their investments in 
Company’s goods, is largely illustrated by a very 
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long entry in the consultaflons of the 23rd April, 
1696, which may be aummed up in a fewwcSxls. 
At an early periid, aa we have already seen, Casaa 
Verona was tile Chief M|rchant tliough whom 
the Presidency transacth^ its busmesf^ On the 
37th November, 1678, it" was agreed that Cassa 
Verona should only half the custom of 5 per 
cent, which was wied on.^ htt gooda^ passing into 
the Company’s territorjf by sea or land ; ai^ this 
privilege was granted him during his 
nicnt as Chief Merchant, in retutn for he arid his 
partners making themseh^es responsible to the 
Company for all the Joint Stock Merchants. Cassa 
Verona died on the 'S28th Mai'Ch, 1680, and on 
the 5 th April following Pedda Vencatadry was 
appointed Chief Merchant, and the business was 
managed in the same manner us in Verona’s time. 
But in June, the same year, the Agent and Coun¬ 
cil resolved upon making a Company of Mer¬ 
chants in a Joint Stock, and otfered the Chiefship 
of the Company to JPedda Vencatadry. He re*^ 
fused for a long time, but at length consented; 
and on the 13th July the regulation of the Joint 
Stock was finished, consisting of one hundred 
shares, “ nine being apj^iinted Cldef Merchants 
whereof Pedda Vencatadry was the ^'st; and on 
the 16th September following, it was resolved by 
Consultation that Pedda Vencatadry and his part*- 
ners do pay whole custom upon all goods and 
provisions imported or exported by sea or by 
land.” This^ change led to long discussions 
and disputes, which have, long since lost all in¬ 
terest. 

o 1 
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The following extract will be iaterestiiig to oui 
Homan Catholic reaclera. 

“ Tuesday, Stli September, The French 

Padre haring hitherto avoided th^^ying of any 
Quit Eent for their Gaf&es^ and the nentd General 
now demanding tlicir Quit Bent and arrears, and in 
case of nonpayment threatening^ distrainthe 
Frencli Padre^came tMs morning to the Goremor, 
and plainly declared that their order of C’apucbins 
cantws^ pay any tribute or Quit Bent for the Garden 
or for anytliing else ; that the reason is, because their 
order doetli strictly tuid expressly foi'bid them to 
possess anything in propeiiy, and thcreibre if the 
Company will recjuire Quit^Bent ibr the Garden 
they must quit it; and if the Garden had been first 
oli'ered under conditions of paying, the Padres 
then neither could nor would have accepted 
on it. The Governor argued that small matter 
was laid only as an acknowledgment of the Bight 
Hon’ble Company*%domiuion. He answered tlua 
they readily acknowledged t^ dominion und pro¬ 
perty of the Company, and will readily subscribe 
to such a paper when desired; and that they are 
ready to quit the Garden, Church, and place wdien 
required so to do; both Jheir residence and posses¬ 
sions here depending solely ou the plcifsiire of the 
Bight llon’ble Company. It is resolved that the 
Bental General forbear making any further de¬ 
mands of Quit Bent of the Padre, and that the case 
be stated to the Bight Hon’ble Company in our 
next General letter, and their orders 
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CHAPTEIIXIV. ^ 

OOVBUKOBSUIP or.J&UI, NAT^ANIEli 

HIGjGI^’SON. 

(ConclnJeQ 

1692—laos. 

The events of the ^pneluclmg years of, the (Jo* 
vernorship of Mi\ Higginsoti, which are recorileii 
in the present chapter, throw considerable light 
upon the progress of the struggle betwocn Aurung* 
Rebe and the JJIaiirattas, as well as upon the con* 
teraporaiy condition of St. Thome, and the general 
])rogTcss of affairs at Fort St. i>oorgc. Our read¬ 
ers will bear in naind that the Nabob Zulfikar 
Khan still continued To command the army of the 
^Mogul, which was attempting the reduction of tlie 
Mahvattas at Giiyee. This interminable seige is 
but briefly noticed by ^ahommedan historians, 
and is onl^^ interesting to the modern reader so 
far as the fortunes of the Madras Presukney were 
afl'ected ])y the proceedings of the rival armies. 

The veiy first extract is a review of the relations 
between the Presidency and the Nabob Zulfikar 
Khan. • 

“ Monday, 14jh S<^tember, 1696. The Nabbb 
(Zulfikar Khan) is disgusted, the only apparent 
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reason tUereof is, tliat did ]u>t comply with Bis 
demand of lending him one hundrm thonsand 
Pagodas when Emaum Cool^ oaliie for that pnr^ 
pose in March last; si^oe which h$^!hath betm very 
unkind ; whereas before he never denied, he hi^ 
since never granted anything asked, and sought aU 
occasions of quarrel, hearkening'to every story and 
encouraging qpeusers, which nqt only increases the 
number of troublesome accusations, but em¬ 
boldens his other oiEcers to stop and seize our 
goods, exact unusual customs, and to do all things 
that tend to the lessening of the trade and destroy¬ 
ing our privileges. Prom this doth proceed the 
stop put upon the wrecks St. Thom^ and de¬ 
taining of fugitives.’* 

“ Tlie Portuguese of St. Thom^ have sent 
iJomingo d’Coa to the Nabob to solicit the renting 
of the adjoining Aldeas (?), and the confirming of 
the Kmg’s Pimuiun for enjoying St. Thoni^" with 
privileges according-to salabad, and liberty of the 
Nabob to fortify. The Nal^b has given tliein a 
Perwanna in pursuance of said Firmaiin, though 
he has not granted anything according to their 
request. 

Hadji !Mahomed Ali, the Havildar of St, 
Tliora6 and Pulicat, hath been with the Nabob, 
and is confirmed in that office with the addition of 
the rent of tlie Poonamallee country and Junkmn, 
though under the name of another. He was a 
merchant and understands and considers trade, and 
by a moderate Government has eMeavoured to 
promote it at St. Thome and Pul^'cat; and though 
he has hitherto carried it fair to us, we ought to 
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eftteem him a dao^erous i&an, who will take all 
opportunities to lessen the trade and. reputation of 
this place ; in oilier to which he hath gained so 
much credit aM acquaintsypice with many mer¬ 
chants, Armenians, Moors, and Oentoos, and 
doubtless would draw them if he could to Bt. 
Thomd. 

“ Our spy Brahmin at the camp^advises of a 
Frenchman and three Gientoos and Brahmins, who 
have been there two months treating with the 
Nabob for a fortification at St. Thome j but their 
real design is not known, nor 'who the persons are 
nor whence they came, but whoever they are the 
Nabob doth receive And hear them. * 

“ It is known that the King (Aurungzcbe) did 
at hrst give sudden and rash orders against Ma¬ 
dras, and they were revoked ; but whether the 
Nabob hath reoeiv-ed any since is uncertain, but his # 
carriage to us gives some reason to suspect that 
his demand of one hundred thoitsand Pagodas was 
the first step in order4o a quarrel.” 

The following is a mere domestic matter. A 
century and a half ago beggars would appear to 
have been as great a nuisance in Fort St. George, 
as they now are in Blaektawn. 

**^Mond*y, 2nd November, 1696. There being 
many inconveniences in admitting beggars to go 
up and down within the walls, being many of 
them diseased persons and sometimes forty or fifty 
in a Company,—it is ordered that henceforth no 
person be admitted to beg within the walls of tl^ 
Christian town, and it* they do the inhabitants are 
forbid to give them anything, and the officers of 
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the Garrison and PeoAs and Corporation Officers 
are ordered when they meet with any within the 
walls to turn them out. But tlftit the charity of 
those who are so disjyised may n/i be obstructed, 
it is recommended to the Mayor and Aldermen to 
cause a list to be made of the subscriptions of said 
iuhabitanta as are inclined to give weekly, and to 
collect the «arae every Saturday; and on the 
Monday following in the afternoon to cause the 
same to be distributed at the Choultry among such 
as really want of those who live here and have 
used to beg within the walls, whose names are to 
be written in a list and called over at the time of 
distribution.’^ * 

We again return to the constant intriguing going 
on at the camp of Zultikar Khan. 

‘^Saturday, 17th October. J'he Nabob being 
within four leagues of this plaije to the northward, 
and there being several reports which makes it 
credible that lu liia return to Arcot he will visit 
the sea coast,—it is resolfed that a present be 
scut him and Wot tom Chund, to the amount of 
about three hundred Pagodas in such things as 
can be procured and most acceptable to them. 

“ Priday, 30th. Two letters received from 
Narrain Brahmin wherein he adviseth tW- the pre¬ 
sent carried to the Nabob was kindly accepted, 
but that Wottom Chund refused his. That there 
is discourse in the camp of the Nabob’s giving 
orders to Hussau Khan (Foujdar ofTrivalore) 
opnceniing Madras. Also a letteV from Hadji 
Mahomed Ali (Havildar of St.^^Thom^ and Puli- 
cat), which he hath received from the Na- 
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bob’s scryant at the Cainp, fttwl which was written 
by the orders of Znlfikar Khan/’ This last letter 
from the Nabobfc servant to the Havildar is 
interesting, bat^ljhe opeuinj paragraph is pai*t- 
ly torn away. It appears however that the 
ilogul army under the Habob Zulfikar Khan, had 
been reduced to such a miserable condition, that 
the latter had in the previous Tebmaxy, demanded 
the loan of a hundred thousand Tagodas already 
alluded to. Here we can quote the words. ** He 
(the Nabob) had sent by Emaum Cooley Braguc, 
a parcel of jewels to the Captain of Chinnapatanam. 
as a pawn for one hundred tlioasand Vagotlas, but 
he did not comply. A4 that time the Nabob was 
fixed against the Mahrattas, and thei’cfore passed 
it by. Cn receipt of this letter I would have you 
go to Chiiinapatanam, and prociux; the above ineii- 
tioned sum of money, which will be for their bene¬ 
fit, but if they cannot pay the whole sum at once, 
you may allow them some tim# to pay fifteen or 
twenty thousand Ba^pdas. Those people were 
much to blame in not considering rigl)tly ui‘ it be¬ 
fore, but you may soon make them sensible of their 
error. In case they do not take your advice and 
come into the right way,♦write me of it. Then 
that place sRall be taken into the King's custody, 
like as Tulicat and the Sea Pori towns, and only 
the Fort shall remain under theirs. The Nabob 
lias left at Trepassore Hussan Khan about this 
business. After 1 have received your answer the 
Nabob will seufl a party to assist lluSsaii Khan ip 
the taking of the iiaid oea Port town ; that same 
town produces yearly above one hundred thousand 
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Pagodas ; it is no greit anatter to lend a ^fear's re¬ 
venue to the Nabob. ^ t would have you spud me 
an answer with all speed. What teil write more 
An extraordinary ^onsultation^as held on the 
next day, October 31st. to take this important de¬ 
mand into consideration. Timapa, who had been 
Chief Merchant to the Presidency, had run awAy 
from Madras^ and had probably conveyed dangerous 
information to the Nabob. Moreover a party in 
Madras itself were suspected of intriguing ndth 
Ximapa ; whilst grave suspicicais were entertain¬ 
ed of Narraiu the spy Brahmin* The only decision 
however at which the Council arrived, was to put 
the place in the best possible defence. Two days 
afterwards it was resolved on furiher consideration 
that we cannot pay or lend the Nabob the suih of 
a hundred thousand Pagodas, either out of the 
Eight Hon’ble Company's chest, nor by impos¬ 
ing a Poll tax on the inhabitants; nor can we 
admit of a Thasildar over the Black town ; and if 
the Nabob shall send an art^y as threatened to be- 
seige the place, and compel us to compliance, w^c 
ought to defend the place as well as we can. But 
that it is better to prevent a seige, and the ill-con¬ 
sequences that will folWw it, if the same can be 
done by apending a reasonable sum witWut render¬ 
ing the place liable to a tribute.'* 

Three days afterwards the general position of 
the Presidency was taken into consideration by 
the Council, both as regai*ds the French and Por¬ 
tuguese as well as Ihe Native powers. We extract 
the whole of the Consultation in*, question, merely 
requiring our readers to bear in mind that the 
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English and Dutch were m allknoe againet the 
French; in Other words that WilUnm of Orange was 
still engaged in (bat tremendons war against Louis 
XIV for the re^^wntion of the bdance of power, 
which has been diUy celebrated in the liistory of 
Lord Macaulay. 

Thursday, 5tli Kovember, Upon the 

matter of the Consultation the 31st past. The 
intelligence received from the Kght Hon’ble Com¬ 
pany concerning the French designs in India is 
considered. Tl^ advise a great <|najitity of am<- 
munition and warlike pri^aratious pr^anr for land 
service, which is a aemonsiratiau that these six 
French ships* come tl^on a design against some 
place in India } and though the iuteMigence> men- 
ti^s ^iohicca, yet it mey be rationally supposed 
tiiat the Commanders in Chief have their private 
instructions fdt proceeding upon several designs 
if one fail; and whatever we may guess concern* 
ing their r^um for Europe, it %eems more proba¬ 
ble that those six ships at*e not returned without 
any attempt or ladii^; and it is safer to suppose 
that they are still in India, and that they^have 
some design still to execute. There are some ar¬ 
guments ii^y be urged egaih^ the probability of 
their having any design against this place or Fort 
St. David, as that the Dutch have ships of war in 
Bengal, which with the northerly monsoon can 
casEy and speedily come upon them on any part 

i n ■ 1 ■ M i ni '■ ■*IIIPP|4> i| I I >**- t . . . I ■ IIW »■ ■ ■ I wmw II I I 

* No pfevioti) notice of these six I^eneh ships h&Yt 
been found in the ReoosdB. The case appears to ha*o 
been that ihese ^ps were sent otit, but that it was 
doubtful what their designs really were. 

r 1 
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of till’s coast. If the i'rencli have any i^gard to 
future tnide they ought not to invade this place, 
because seated in the Mogurs^lominions. But 
there are also some otjher circumiUnces which are 
matter of cautiori. It is notorious that the Por¬ 
tuguese are friends of the Prench- Ilieir intent** 
tions do appear by the ready assistance given them 
at Goa, anfl^ the behaviour of our neighbours 
at St. Thomi^ evir since the arrival of Pran- 
cisco Luiz under the character of Captain 
General, and with a private Commission ; but there 
doth not appear any business he had to do here, 
unless he came to soiwe the French designs ; ami 
if there be any reality in ^fnat the spy Brahmin 
lias so often wrote from the Camp, eoncemi^ a 
Frenchman mnning tip and down privately to^e 
Nabob, and his officers soliciting iigainst Madras, 
it may be easily thought that the St. Tliome 
Portuguese are joined in tlie Council. Besides, the 
Bight Hon*ble Coitfpany’s instructions that in case 
the French coming against m to procure assistance 
from the Moor’s armies. But if the French shall 
prevail with the Moors, either to join wttli or 
connive at their attempting against the Place, 
between ourselves auA the Mogul,, our case 
would be much more the worse against two 
enemies. It may be objected that it is very 
])robabic that the Nabob cannot make w^ar 
against this Place without the King’s order. 
But it may be also considered he (Zul- 
ftlrnr Klian) hath frequently done , greater things 
than that, not only without but against the King s 
order. He has imprisoned Cnmbuksh the King’s 
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«on ; and though the ^^ing for a time did 
erp^ss resentment, yet there followed no effect. 
He hath bedS feequently ordered to take 
Ginjee, and % hath he#u in his power to 
do it and destroy all the Mahrattas in^ the 
eonntry j but instead of tk?^ it ai)]>ears plain 
that he ^th joined council with them, and not¬ 
withstanding all the endeavours of hts enemies, hk 
fathisr still prevaiis at court to keep the Kabob in 
Ills Govcrninent. And if ht? hath an interest to 
defend himself against so potent enemies, he can 
more ‘easily barae any complaints tliat we can 
make to the king. And it is in his power, if he 
be so inclinefl, to trcAble and plague ua, and to 
rajee new impositions to the stopping all business : 
and it will not he in our power to procure a remedy 
at last, but by the same means that he and his 
officers now a&n at, that is by a moi*c considerable 
present.*’ 

‘‘Thursday, 31st Decembet. Letters and tra¬ 
vellers that came fmm the King’s camp fifteen 
days past, advice that the King is, by reason of a 
plague which had destroyed 115,(lOO men, removed 
with his camp to Colkburriga, standing in the 
midst bet\Eeen Vizagapatftm and Golconda. That 
Sultan Akbar is come with an army from Persia 
on this side Oandahar, upon wliich the King hath 
sent orders to Shah Alltim to stop liis further pro- 
ct^eding; twid hath ord<^ Hitler Hukhsh to Ginjec, 
and Zuliikar Khan to follow after Santqjee into the 
Mysore counny; iii^ursuance of w^hieh Zulfikar 
Khan is already gone as far as Punnigunda, 50 
leagues from hence/’ 
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Before proceeding faftker it wiH be as lerell to 
glance at the conteiiipoiary condition 
which may be fully gatkeied following ex¬ 

tracts from general loiters to EngiSmd, dated 
Xke inhabitants of St. liboin^ eontbiue under 
their subjection to the Moor’s government^ and 
generally reduced to great povOTty* having to no 
puipose spent large sums for getting the gbvm^ 
ment into their own hands, and are miserably 
divided among theanselvea, bnt yet retain their 
great pride, which mokes them talk pertly 
upon every slight occasion. Thdr present great 
news is that the King of Portugal has made 
a Company at Goa, to whom is limited the trade 
of India; . , . but the opinion here is that the 
stock is * French money, and the cliief de¬ 
sign is the provision of saltpetre, which the Butch 
will not suifer the Portuguese, nor any other nation, 
to export from Bengal except the English.” 

“ In the latter end of May 13S>o, arrived a ship 
from Goa at St. Tlmmd, upme, which came a FidM- 
go, PVancisco Luiz, a relation of the Viceroy’s, who 
is called Cyaptain General of the coasts Upon the 
1st Juno he summoned theinhabHimts and read his 
commission, the purport whereof is said to be that 
the Viceroy gives him powei to manage all business 
on the coast of Coromandel, and requires all the 
subjects of the king of Portugal to obey and assist 
him in the execution of his instructions which are 
hitherto kept private. Two things^are reported, 
thg setting up of an Inquisition OMee at St, 
Thome, and the calling all Poirtuguese to St. 
Thome under pain of treason. He has bi’ought 
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with kirn eommisdioQtt Ibr if CaBtatn (divar hy 8ea« 
md a Captain ot' tha iai^d woes, So tibattha 
Fida]f o’a great# bui^ss ie supposed to be tite 
gmuiiigof an l^dditiou toJhe st^ of the new 
Ompanjr ^ Ooa. The iuhabitaois of St. Thome 
ate greatly diegusted aud tsmsk divided among 
thenuselvea} and the wia^ s<»rt laugh at these 
Wvadoe&i while they see themsetfes so mueh 
undeiTthe power and strict watch ol the Hoorn 
that a kw days since the Havaildar made a 
damation round the towu^ that no Pmtuguese 
should wear a swOrd witM^ the walls of St. 
Thomd. There appears no ream yet to take any 
public notice of theiw proceedings, but knowing 
their good will to us we shall watoh their molions.^’ 

XJpou these matters the Court of Directors com* 
mented in a general letter bearing date, 2dth Jauu* 
ary, 169d, * 

“ The account you give us of the Portuguese 
Pidalgo, and their servile esndition under the 
Moor's government* a is an unanswerable proerf 
that St. Thome is not likely to prejudice Port St. 
George by its neighbourhood, or that any person 
under our protection worth any thing, would, to 
escape paymgour duties, desert Madras to mhabit 
there. It la the free epjoyment of liberty and 
proyHJrty that makes our territories worth courting, 
were the taxes double what they are; ilmre beang 
no danger of the capricious and changeable hu¬ 
mours of every domineering Havildar ; and doubt¬ 
less tlie Moors are the same perhdious, iusulthjg, 
imperious tyrants in all places as at St, ThonuC’* 

The reader will now be in a position to under- 
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stand the progress of Ivents' at Si Tkome, as il¬ 
lustrated by the following extracta from tl%e con¬ 
sultations. 

Friday, 8tli Janu^y, 169Yesterday the 
King’s Dewan, atid this day the King’s Buxee from 
Arcot, arrived nt St. Thome; to each of whom sent 
two bottles Uosewftter and a glass Hubble bubble 
with a compliment. 

“Monday, 11th, The Betvan and Buxee this 
day employed ('oolies in pulling down three of the 
points at St. Thome ; the reason whereof is said 
to be beca\i3e the Portuguese have not presented 
them sii»ce their arrival. 

“ Sunday, 17tli. Spies ' from St. Thome hav'e 
ever since the 11th instant daily advised, that the 
!Moors go on in pulling down the fortifications, 
whereof five points and the gate demolished j and 
to-day they begun upon the wall, carrjdng the 
biick and stone to a place where the itaril- 
dar is going to < build a house; they have 
also taken down the Flag staiff, and this day visit¬ 
ed one of the churches. The Dewan this dav setit 
ten camels and a coach to fetch to St. Thomd hie 
household staff and lumber, which he lodged hej*e 
about seven months agoi? , 

“ Monday, 8th February. Tlie Dewan having 
from St. Thome sent a present to the Clovcmor 
in silks to the value of about thirty Pagodas, and 
lie being to depart for the camp to-morrow morn¬ 
ing,—it is ordered that a present of about sixty 
Pagodas value be returned, whereoftlie (jovemor 
pays thirty Pagodas, and theo rest on Bight 
llon’blc Company’s account.” 
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'rhe next in«i4eiit is oneVliich will interest oiur 


lacal awtiqnarians: 

“ Monday, 25fti January, 1697. The Chottliiy 
by age extremelfjikdecayed, a{^d tli« walls so weak 
that eoHje prisoners Have inad<? their escape by 
breaking through, and the Prisons being to© 
few and small for that service,is resolved that 


the whole Choultry be taken dowiw and rebuilt, 
yiz, upon tlm grotmd the Choultry now stands 
irpoh^ and the grpund of a house belonging to au 
ol<l Committee widow, ad|ioining to the north side 
of tliO Choultry j which nousb and ground Mr. 
Harwell and Mr. Wright ere oith^ed to purchase, 
])y causing the house be ralued, and the value 
to be paid her, or laid out in building another 
house for the widow in some spare ground near 
the burying place. And th*it in the meantime the 
Choultry busings done in the large shop over 
against tife middle (xate, which about five years 
ago was rented by Mulla Mfessum, and is tlie 
place of the daily mndczvous of many Persians 
and Moors; and that so many of the small shops 
adjoining be made use of fgijr prisons as occasion 
requires/* 

The next extract showg»that the missionary 
fort of the Directors, in behalf of the Portuguese 
and slaves, was proceeding but slowly. 

Thursday, 25th 'February, 1697. The Bight 
lioTi*ble Company ordering that the Portuguese 
Common Pra^ Books be distributed for tlite use 
of the Portugese iahjbitants in such a manner gs 
will best tend to the propagation of the Protestant 
religion, it is ordered that the sam be ail deliver- 
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ed to Mr. Lewis (the 6haplmn) to be in the 
Church Library, and by him distributed to sucji 
of the Portuguese as desire and i^erstni^d itbem; 
and because there ara at present feV it 
is ordered that lib lend one of them to any of the 
liight Hon*ble Company’s ser^^ants or .married in* 
habitants^ especially such as have in their families 
Portuguese aervants or slaves who speak the lan¬ 
guage. But there being but seventy-two books 
now sent (the rest being to follow) Mr. Lew^is is 
to keep a list of the persons to whom they are 
lent, who are to subscribe their naihea in the list 
under a title obliging them to return the books 
when demanded under thci'penalty of paying one 
pagoda each.” 

The following incident illustrates the habits of 
some of our predecessors in the matter of drinking 
and duelling. 

“ Monday, 1st April, 1697. Mr." Cheesely 
having in a Punch house upon a quan*el of words 
drawn his sword (but wert parted and put up 
without any iniscliief dune) and being taxed there¬ 
with, he doth bath owp and justify the drawing of 
the sword, and alleges that he had received pro¬ 
voking language which he thought himself obliged 
lo resent. Mr. Cheesely is thereupon ordered not 
to wear a sword while luere, and acquainted that 
by the law of this place whoever gives br receives 
a chaltoge is to pay 200 pagodas,” 

During this year, ana awing many previous 
yegrs, the proceedings of Int^lopei^s had caused 
great anxiety and irritation at Fort St. George. 
Many were sei^pd and tried as pirates in the Court 
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of Admiralty; but theproc^dia^ are so bnefiy re« 
corded tbat we hare £ouad ubrie wt^b^ 

of ei^tfaot. Tbe I^Uowiag entry bowever illmbtratai 
tbe anxiety <xf tlm l^ieside^t and CpuiMnl to prev^t 
sucb trading In mlia i and fultlij^ ^ tbe rea^r 
aJsQ find a lengthy detail of tbe|>r6oeediiig8 wlneb 
followed the amval of an Interloper at St. Thom^^ 
Friday, 4itb ^une, 1697. The Ainaeniaiia 
having proTxiised in Consultation to sifn a writing 
for u<^ tirading with interlopers, which beiiig de* 
ferr^d for two days, the Lieutenant General (Hig- 
ginson) sent the Bubash to remind them of their 
promise ^ and after several consultations and de¬ 
bates among ihemselv^ morning they hmouj^ht 
one paper in Armenian signed, and afbmward® 
another in English^ signed, the copy whereof fbl- 
lows, viz. 

“ We, the subforibers Armenians here present 
this day in. Fort St* George, by these preleuts, do 
give our word and promise unto the Hon'ble Na¬ 
thaniel Higginson Esauire, Lieutenant General of 
India and Governor of Fort St. George, and Coun¬ 
cil, that we are obliged fh>m tMs day forward in 
whatsoever Pent we shall meet with any interlopers 
we nor none of us here under subscribed will by 
any manneierf way, or My any means, have 
dealing, trade, tramc, or eontiaot, with any mm 
interloper nor ^y of their people. And iu res¬ 
pect to the lught Hoii’ble E^lish East India 
Company, in whatsoever Port we or any ef ns shaJI 
encounter with any interloper, we heT«% oblige 
ourselves and every oUe of us, to give advice and 
notice to idl othSr Armenians not to deal) trade# 

Ql 
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^ traffic, or contract witl^ them ; but whereas there 
are many people of oUier iiatioHe wlio obey ^ot 
their so we Armenians^ lio IClng^ 

Company, nor Superior, but atefee 
chants independ|nt of any, so conceive our¬ 
selves no ways answerable for the actions of others 
of our nation to which we are no ways liable.’* 
(Signed by nine Axmenians.) 

The foiovAng extract will explain itself, 

‘ ‘ Thursday, 3nd September, 1697. The Nal>ob 
(Zulfikar Khan) being lately returned from his vic¬ 
tory over Tanjore to Wandevvash, and since his 
return taken old Ginjee, and being about man’y^ 
ing-,— it is thought a convenient time to send him 
ii f)resent; and the rather because our frequent 
advices and reports from several parts, of the 
Nabob’s design to send an ai*my to visit the sea 
coast, and hath now sent Ali Buksh his own ser¬ 
vant to be chief Junkameer and Kenter of Foorni- 
inallee country, who doth already discover his in¬ 
tentions to l>e troublesome, pretending . special 
orders from the Nabob. Halved that a present 
be forthwith sent to the value of one thousand 
Pagodas, and two hundred /Pagodas for Emaum 
Cooley.** 

Ill October this year, fue Junkameei attempted 
to collect large customs from goods passing through 
Triplicaue and Xandcre for Madras j aiad some spy 
Peons gave information to the l*resident and Coun¬ 
cil that he was supported by the head PoJigar of 
the neighbourhood, and thaii a grour*4 for qiuirrel 
was anxiously desired. On the lllh Off tjie month 
we fold the following entry in the cpnaultation 
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book, By daily (^inpl«inta erf mercbaiiti^ atid 
othm going and comins;, it appears that Jiiti- 
kameer dotli at ^ his meets detnanrl froip 1> to 9^^ 
per cent for toaey add kwelsy for whkh they 
search »U traveuirs; and for all loris of promions^ 
that piftss to the Camp; and the half a quarter 
value of poYisiohs that are brought from the court" 
try this way; and hath caused an Recount to be 
taken of all Ifcrees, gardens, and fruits, and demands 
tlM5 liedf; and hlso demands half of the calicoes 
made by the weavers; and hath killed three or 
four men by beating with eldbsj upon which 
jmny country inhabitants are fled. 

** Resolved to awaj^ till we see the issue of .the 
letter and present sent the Nabob; and irt the 
mean time to avoid all arts of liostilityexce.pt form! 
tljereunto fbr our own defence; and that sixty 
peons be sent to g\iard Tandore, and forty to 
'I'riplicane, with the like orders.” 

** Tuesday, 12th October. »The Oovenior hav¬ 
ing yesterday wrote id Mr. Barwell to bring his 
family and all the English from the Mount, this 
evening at nine o’clock re(jeiye<l a note from him 
advising that, as he was corning with his family to 
town, they were stoppedJby the .Tunkameers a little 
beyond 'ftriplicane, and t^at he would retire to a 
neighbouring town and await for further orders. 

“ The Governor thereupon ordered 40 peons and 
30 soldiers to go and conduct him to town, but as 
they were ready to go, Mr» Barwell came to the 
Gates, beiiijf by oifder of tlie Chief Junkameei* 
permitted to coqie, adviseth that the rest cdlild 
not come from the Mount for want of Coolies. At 
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the same time eame a letter tom a serva^i»f ibe 

Junkameer to Eamapa, adfmng to ia 

tion} in answer to wMch Baiioa^ was to 

write that when he returned the 

whi<^ he had |ohheh, his be 

delivered to the Governor**’ 

Some days elapsed before the matter was 
commodated, but meantime Presidmt Higginson 
was advised iltat tiie jneseni to Zul&kar Khan had 
been received, and that consetjuently he might rdy 
to some extend on the favour of the Nabob. At 
length the Junkameer returned all the go<xls he 
had taken, and the roads to Madras were once 
again open for the passage of travelers and 
merchandize. 

The following is historical. 

“ Tuesday, 26th October, 1697* The Spy 
Bramin from the camp of S^ulhkar Khan adviseth 
that the Nabob hath sent the Mahratta prince, 
Kama Eajah’s son to Ginjee, and bath sent Kama 
Bajah word that the Mogul doth not approve of 
his pr^osals, bat hath order^ him to tol^ GUtyee 
and that Im intends to go in a few days. JtepOrted 
that Kama Kajah being lately dead^ the Ma^ttas 
are gomg to conquer the country, which may delay 
their coming into these parts/* In 1699^ 

advices reached Madras that Zulfikar Khan had 
taken Ginjee, and a congratulatQry leto with pre¬ 
sents was accordingly dispatched to the Nabob. 

The following inwents whi<^ befel the Fao- 
tojy at AiqengQ, and SWt Stt David, will 
iUvstrate the dangers which oocasmmdiy befel 
the smaUer Agenoici^ of th^ Don^pyi .. Anjeago 
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is A tmftil ^ port on thasMal^bur ooast, dsout 
^hty laslesio' tiie tiorih of Cape Comom. 

^ga» tlie diief i^Senee of the Tambmettiasi ot 
of l^rancove, lay in tbe immedi^le 
neighboMkOdd. In 16^4 Ae had 

tmned p^ission frm tbe Qa^n cf Attinga to 
Aiiengo^ and a small strip of land round 
H. Wbe Kdtowixig extract fiom the^considtatloiis 
of Fort St. George t©D» its own story. 

' ^ MottdfQr, 15ih Novemba*. Lettfew from Ah- 
jengo recfeived yesterday advising that they have 
had tvm engagements with the Queen’s forces sent 
to turn them out of the countiy as pirates ; in the 
latter whereof they sl^ the Nair Captam> ro]4c«l 
his men» proceeded to bum the Moors toimf nnd 
all the houses between that and the Fort, and re- 
tmted without the loss of one man. T^t they 
expect a further assault, and if the Natives can at 
any time, in peace or war, by fair means or foul, 
enter the Fort, they will cut all nff; and therefore 
for security of their lives and of the Fort, they 
desire a supply of solcliers, guns, ammunition, and 
provision and stores.” llie r^nest was granted. 

“ Sumiay, 20th February, (^neral letter from 
Fort St. 6avid received^this day giving an re¬ 
count, thSt Selim Khan smt a letter to Presi¬ 
dent of Fort St. Bavid, desiring that nine ox load 
of the King^S treasure passing to the Camp, 
mi^ht remain one night in OuddEdore for security, 
which being brouj^i in by some horamen on the 
17th in the aitemoonVaaid horsemen next morning 
seized Porto Novo ^ate, wounding a corpora; 
and another parfy comu^g to their assistance, they 
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also Aoized on CheUwbmm Pointi robbed tlie 
Bazaar, and carried away three elephants. ^ But a 
party of men being s^t from fort to the as¬ 
sistance of the guard at Cud^ore, the Moors 
were beaten out tlid town with xliie loss of eight 
men killed, lire taken prisoners, and six horses; 
there being killed one Dutchman a soldier, and 
Captain Tra^ a volunteer, and five or sit sohMers 
wounded ; and that Selim Khan was in person 
with tlie routed party about seven miles off.*’ 

The President and Council had now to consider 
whether this design of Selim Khan had been at¬ 
tempted with or without the knowledge of the 
Nabob Zulfikar Khan ; bijit they do not appear 
to have arrived at any definite conclusion, and 
simply resolved to send assiatimoe to Cuddalore 
and a letter of complaint to the Nabob. Shortly 
afteiwards, news arrived that Selim Khan bad 
made a second attempt upon Cuddalore, and had 
been again repelled; upon which the President and 
Council then arrived at the ^following conclusion. 
“ The second attempt gives ground to suspect 
that it is done by the Nabob’s order; though re¬ 
ports give a probable account of an irreconcilable 
quanel between the Nabob nnd Dawood Khan 
(the brother of Selim Khan), who caifies on the 
conquest of Ginjee country in opposition to the 
Nabob.” 

The following curioas record oi the happy re¬ 
sults of drinking a bowl of punch with a pirate 
crew is worthy of preservation^ ’ 

Wednesday, 5th Aprils The “ Sedgwick,” 
Captain Wyatts Commander, anived from Anjen- 
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go* The Master acquaint that in going to An- 
jengo he was pursued by Kidd th^ Pirate tteee 
days and three tfdghts, and with great di^euily 
escaped, it beimcahn and Kidd oatrovi^g him ; 
and that in his mum from^Anjengo he was taken 
by another pirate, Ghivers a Dutchman, in the 
jUgexine Galley near Cape Comcnrin, which with her 
exoelent sailing and rowing fetched ^^p the Sedg¬ 
wick in mne hours. The cargo of pepper not be¬ 
ing for thdr turn, they dismissed the ship, after 
they had robbed her ofher^two courses, shei’t 
f?ablc, anchor, cordage, pitch, tar, and other stores; 
though several of tlie ship’s, Company, being 
mightily taken with ^bc ^dgwick^s’* build rand 
usefulness for a cruiser, Captain Watts with great 
difficulty prevailed to save her by a merry manage¬ 
ment 01 bowl of punch among the ship^s Com¬ 
pany, upon which they said he is an honest fellow, 
let him go,** 

The following record of the iengthy proceedings 
which followed the ayival of an Interloper at St, 
Thome is so illustrative of the times that we give 
it m extenso, 

Friday, 10th Juno, 1693. A ship came into 
St. Thom<$ road with English ancient, but 
showed no* jack; and in tlie evening the Doctor 
and Pursm* came .ashore to the Captain*More 
Jjucas Luiz his house, and gave out that they 
came from Batavia and the South Seas, were bound 
for Bengal, and balled at St. Thom^ for wood and 
water, the slip’s name being the “ Kesolution,*’ 
Captain Ethering!l;on,<3ommander, But a letter 
from a Portuguese at St. Thom€ advises that she 
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was suspected to be a Ikate. Seirerai peons and 
spies were ordered to bring inidligeocie 
passed at St* Tbomi^, and to ob^e b%o jmd odr- 
respondeuce with them»^ and the cl^ peons o^dcired 
to keep a good watch* 

Sunday, ISth. In the evening advised that 
Joache John Bomingo Matter, and hWoiacQ do 
Saa, had bet^ this day aboard the sh^ to treat 
about trucking saltpetre for sugar* 

“ Several Fort St* George dubaahes having been 
at St. Thome, were,^s they returned in the even¬ 
ing, brought by the peons to the Governor and 
sent to the trunk to deter others* 

“ Monday, 13th. The following advices have 
])een received concerning the English ship at St. 
Thdm^, viK. That on Sunday the Doctor and 
Purser were treating with Francisco Mendets for 
saltpetre, who sent two Portuguese aboard with 
musters to truck for sugar. The Doctor and Pur* 
ser returning in the .evening brought two hate and 
a basket of Avine as a presepi to Lucas Luis at 
whose house they lodge, and a bag of dollars^ 
Some Portuguese have also written that they sus¬ 
pect them to be Pirates, because they reTOe4o 
bring goods, or to let people go aboard, and Oifot 
30 great guns for sde, and the Caplin keeps 
aboard^ 

Eesoived that the following orders be pub¬ 
lished in English, Portuguese, Gentoo, and Mala- 
bar^ 

Tliat no European inhabitant gt out of, the 
bofinds of Madras without letrve of,the Gavempr oi- 
second of Council. 



HIStOJRY OP MADHAS. 

• 

?* Tb»t‘iiU* Baropeati aitfangersj coming by w 
or lAfid, do is^ptar to the Governor iiaincduiieJy, 
in thi) ease of oiniBsioh, to be secHired in tlie GnM 
till examined. ^ ^ 

“ That no inhabitant do enterUhin any stranger 
whatsoever in their houses, without notice given 
and leave obtained from the Governor, or Chief 
Jttfetide of the Choultry. « 

“ %^at n6 person whatsoever, inhabitant of thiii 
piacCi hold any correapoiidenee, directly or in¬ 
directly, with any person belonging to the ship 
now in St» Thotnt? road> which ajiived there on 
the 11th instant with Eiiglish colours, under pain 
of a month’s impriSouaBent, Or so long as the siiki 
ship slinll remain on this coast, and hue not ex- 
coctiing 500 Pagodas. And it is farther declared, 
that if any of the liigUt Hoti'hle Company’s Ser¬ 
vants be guilty of a Imiach of this order, they shall 
forthwith be dismissed the Corapauy’s service.” 

Cojee Gregorie, Cojee lleinus, and Cojeo 
Saffiir, the principal i^meaians of this place, being 
sent for were acquainted that, they having 
formerly given a writing not to deal with Inter¬ 
lopers, and there being now a ship come to St, 
Tlioin^ wearing Enuh^h ctloura, not known whe¬ 
ther Iiiterlo^ter or Pirate, but she not belonging 
to tlie Coinpanyr it is expected that in compliance 
with said writing, they hold no manner of corres¬ 
pondence with them, and that they take caj*e the 
rest of their nation observe the said orders,-—which 
they pfomisUd fo; comply with- 
|, Antonio Feriara 3e Silva, commonly called 
loache, a Portuguese inhabitjuit of this place, 

it 1 
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having been on boald the ship at St. Sliome 
yesterday, and being suspected hy^ the slight 
count he ^ives, that he designsOto dsivd a tr^e 
with theta, and the lijceliest mau/^fo carry it on for 
himself and oth^s, to prevent winch he o(nn* 
mitted to the custody of the Marshal till further 
order. 

Joache X>oiningo de Matter, a Portuguese in¬ 
habitant of St Thom^, having been yi^erday 
aboard the ship treating about sugar and saltpetre, 
and coming to town, being concerned in a snip in 
this road and bound for Ifongal,—came and ac¬ 
quainted that he went upon the request of the 
Havildar (of St. Thoin<5) lo^itnow whether the ship 
was a Pirate, and also upon Mr, Styleman’s (second 
of council) orders to him to enquire news; where¬ 
of he gave him notice on Saturday night by a let¬ 
ter, and now came to give a further account. That 
he pretended to treat for trucking saltpetre for 
sugar, but observed that few men did appear, and 
no arms above deck ; and boing desirous to buy a 
fowling peice, they would not suffer him to go 
down to see them, but caused them to be brought 
up, and that by many circumstances he suspected 
them to be Pirates. That 111! made no bargain, 
nor did not intend it, though he and Eis unde are 
concenied 2-5ths in 3000 maund of saltpetre now 
lying in St. TJiomc, wherein Francisco de Mendez 
and Francisco de Saa (son in law of John Battis¬ 
ta) are also concerned. And he now gave a writing 
in 500 Pagodas penalty, inbeludf^of himsdfaud 
unde, that the saltpetre shoidd Uot be soU to 
ship. 
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** It is upon this occSsion resdlved that if 
Fraucisco de Memlez, or Fraticiscjo de or any 
other Portugueft inhabitiint of St, shall 

buy or sell with #ie said ship, they shall not be 
admitted for the future to come flito Madras, nor 
have any dealings with any inhabitant of Madras, 

Mr- Mesevell and Mr. Lovell hqying been on 
SatnqidaiflftSt at St. Thome in company with sonje 
persons belonging to the ship, they were sent for, 
and upon examination give tlie following account, 

,■ _ V 

That Mr. Mayor, Captain Parham? and them¬ 
selves, about five o’cl^k on Saturday in 
ing, went out in palanquins to take the air^ and 
going through St. Thome were invited by Seidipr 
Lucas Luiz to drink a glass of wine; which invi¬ 
tation they accepted of, and at their coming into 
his house found two Englishmen (stran^^ers to 
them all) there; and upon enquiry what ship it 
was and from wlience slie came, they answered 
the Eesolution,” Captain Etherington, Com¬ 
mander, from the South Seas and Batavia j they 
thereupon, imagining them to be Interlopers, im¬ 
mediately took their leave# and came away/* 

“ Colloway Chetty, Pugga Chetty and Servoria, 
were sent for, and particularly admonished not to 
have any dealings with the people belonging to 
the ship at St. Thome'.** 

The same ^y two fetters were dispatched by 
Presidency of Port St. Geoi^e, one to the Havil- 
dor of St. Thome and the other to Senhor Lucas 
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Luiz, CaptAiE Mw ^ St. Xhom^. We gitfe 
them at len^h. 

« TO THE HAVIIiDAB OF THOME/ 

lam informed^, that ^ two days mat a ship came 
into St. Thom^ road with English oolonrs, and 
that the St. Thomd people do trade with them 
for saltpetre and proTiaiOQs. 1 know not what /they 
are ; or who t^ey belong to, or whence l^^ey came. 

1 know they do not belong to iSm_ 
Company, and therefore if any damage shall f^ow to 
the King’s people or tUeir ships, the English Colnpany 
is not answerable. You have heard of Pirates upon 
the sfea, whose e\'il intentions have been unjustly ohaig- 
cd to the English (>>inpany, who have eufi'ered more by 
‘ them than any others. You will do w’eU to eoneidw. 
I write this that neither yoii nor I may be blamed, 

NAraANUEL lIlGOINSOK. 

TO SEfcfHOR LUCAS LUIZ, CAITAIK MORE 
OF ST. THOME. 

YVe are informed that two days past a abip came 
Into St. Thome roatk wiili English colours ; and that 
you entertain the people belangji'ig to that ship in your 
house ; and that they are buying saltpetre and provisions 
of your people. We know not what they ^re, or who 
they belong to, or whence they came. But we know 
they do not belong to the English Company, and there- 
fore if any damage shall fpUow» to yourselves, or the 
Mogul's people, or their ships, the Eiigli'Sh Company 
is not answ'erable. But we hereby declare you, and 
all those that do abet and assist them, answ’erable for 
all damages. And if you shall now do the Honorable 
English Compisny so great mischief by entertaining 
trade with and assisting that ship, W’C shall hold our¬ 
selves discharged from the rules of friendship which we 
have hitherto obseiwed ; ajid shall further think our¬ 
selves obliged to proseoute^euch meihods as are proper 
towitrds those who opienly so injuriously to the 
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lUght Hoii'U^ Oamponjry ikAd to ^ose wko mob 
iudined to be 

^ Your ready friend 

* N^tSAiriiBL HrociiNflOlT; 

% Jobs 

Tuesday, 14tli. Received a letter from the 
<^aptab More of St. Thom^, dated this day, 
wherein he excuses the reception c# the English 
belonging to the ship as a matter of common hos¬ 
pitality to a nation in friendsliip with Portugal, 
oomiitg for water and provisions ; and denies that 
the natives have trade for 'saltpetre, but if they 
shall trade it will be with the natives or the 
Governor,*’ • V 

Brought ashore from the Resolution,’* and 
carried to Lucas Luiz his house, a newry and fmir 
yards of broad cloth for a present for the Havildar, 
a hamper of wine, bundle of white paper, and 
muster of sugar ; and sent ,14 or 10 butts of 
w'atcr. 

Received a general letter from Frantusco de 
Mendez and Francisco de Saa, from St. l''hom<5, 
promising not to true: saltpetre for sugar with the 
English ship at St, Thome.” 

Two days afterwards the excitement produced 
by the amval of the Interloper appears to have 
been nearly over j for on the 16tli we find the fol¬ 
lowing short cntiy in the consultation book 
This afternoon the English ship sailed out of St, 
Thome road fo the nprthwards.” On the IStJ^ a 
peon brought word that the “ Resolution” had 
anchored in Pulicat road; but the Dutch refused 
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to trade with her, and •she disappeared from the 
coast. 

The last tew months of Presi(Sent Ili^^gfinson’s 
lifovemorahip were occijspied by a^ng and tedion* 
effort to get satisfactory purwannas from the Nabob 
Zulfikar Khan, but before they were obtained, Mr. 
Higginson had made way for Mr. Thomas Pitt, as 
appears from4he following entiy. 

“ Wednesday, 6th My, 1698. At nineo’doek 
this morning, a ship with a pennant came to anchor 
ill the road, which being taken down and a*flag 
hoisted, Mr. Empson was sent a board to know 
the meaning. Some time after the Cattamaran 
brought a letter directed l-o the President and 
Council of Port St. George signed ** Thomas Pitt^** 
acquainting he was appointed President and Go¬ 
vernor for the Bight Hon’ble Company’s affairs in 
these parts. Whereupon the Council being sum¬ 
moned it was agreed to defer giving an answer till 
Mr. Empson’s retufn.” 
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CHAFTEH XV.' 

' \ ' 

OOVFRNOESHIP OF MB. THO^iS PITT, 

1C98—1702. 

Mr. Nathaniel Higginaon seema to have been 
the first Governor of Madras on record, vpho re¬ 
tired from the Presidency without a stain upon his 
name. After a careful pci’usal of the many 
lumes of records referring to his government^ we 
cyan find none of those charges and insinuations 
wliich were so^ frequent during the administration 
of his predecessors. He was however violently 
opposed by one of the members of his council, a 
Mr. William Fraser;* and in consequence of the 
abuse which he received from this gentleman, he 
prayed the Directors to pennit him to retire from 
the government. The prayer was granted, and in 
July 1698 he handed over the keys of the Fort to 
his successor, after lioldiRg the Ofiice of President 
for six years, f The event is thus noticed in the 

* This gontlenian was BUbsei^uently apppintccl Cliief 
at Fort St. David, and eleven years sifter the retirement 
of Mr. Higginson, he became President of Fort St. 
George, j 

t Mr. Hlgginson and family returned to England in 
February 1700. flia predecessor Mr. Elihu Yale set 
sail in 1009. 
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consultation books; by irbich iilso it unli be seen 
that the desifed purwanaa from Fort Si. David 
had at last been procured from l^e Nabob Zidfi- 
kar Klian. 

Thursday, 7& July, 1698. ihe Honorable 
Thomas Fitt Esq., coining ashore about nine o’clock 
this morning produced his commission, dated 6tk 
January 1688. appointing him President for the 
lUght llonorable Company’s affairs on the coast of 
Coromandel and Orissa, and of the Gu\jee and 
Mahratta countries, and Governor of Fort St. 
George ojid Fort St. Davitl; . . . which being read, 
the late Lieutenant General lligginson did resign 
the Chair, and deliver the kej;s of the Foil; to the 
said Thomas Pitt Esq. 

The council acqutnnted the President of the 
treaty depending with the Nabob relating to Fort 
St. David, and of the necessity of a speedy reso- 
lutioji. Amir Johan tlie Anneniun vakeel having 
by his two last letteis acquainted that the Nabob 
liad coiulescended to the grating of the desired 
purwannas, and that the purwannus were ready, 
and desired tliat ten thousand Pagmlaa might be 
presently sent, otherwise the opportunity of get-^ 
ting the purwannas will bp lost, because the Na¬ 
bob is designed in a few days agaiusf Tanjore, 
and Amir Jehau himself is sick and cannot stay.’* 
It was accordingly resolved that Amir Jehan 
should proceed in the matter, and that eight thou¬ 
sand Pagodas should be sent to liiin.’* 

Tlie next incident refers partly to<ihe adminis- 
trafton of Mr. Higginsou and J>artly to that of Mr. 
Pitt, It is a cuiious instance of interference in 
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private affairs, coooeming whieh some of our read^ 
ers may possibly form conflicting opinions. 

“Monday, 2ith June, 1638. There being a 
report that Mr, Henry Dobjjns was privately mar¬ 
ried to IMrs, llacnel Baker, he was^sent for and ex¬ 
amined, and doth declare that he is married to her 
by a Eoniish Priest ; who he is informed is now 
gone to Bengal, but refuses to tell tgrie, place, or 
person, or produce a certificate; whereupon he was 
ordered not to go out of the Fort without leave. 

“ Thm’sday, 30th. Mr. .Dobyns being further ex¬ 
amined conceraing liis private marriage, doth al¬ 
lege that he is under the obligation of an oath not 
to discover the person# present at this marrmgs ?; 
and that the Priest who inarriM them is gone for 
Bengal, and tlienifore cannot prove his marriage 
by witnesses or ('crtificate, and offers their own 
oaths. ^ 

“ llesolvcd, that till Mr. Pobyns doth prove 
his mamngc he be not permitted to live with the 
woman as man andg wife; and to prevent their 
cohabitation, he now declaring his reciuest that he 
may return to England by the first ship. That in 
the meantime he either proceed for Fort St. David, 
or remain in the Fort without liberty of goihg out 
into her company till the mamage be proved, 
which is referred to his own choice, ^ 

“ The foregoing being read to Mr. Dobyns, he 
chooses to remain in the Fort.'* 

Saturday, 3th July. Mr. Dobyns being sent for 
and farther examined concerning his marrmge, d^>tE 
now produce tw® witnesses, Mr. John Sewell and 
Mrs. Anne Masters, who do both ahirm upon oath 

si 
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that they saw HenfytBohyns aiid EacheJ Baker 
married oy a |>erson in the habit of a Portuguese 
Padre, some time within two moijths past* Me is 
therefore ordered to bp disoharg^ from his present 
confinement, bul>what punishment to be inflicted 
is referrsed to further consideration.’* The matter 
seems to have been afterwai'ds dropped. 

The war ^ith France had been conc]ude<l in 
1G97 by the Peace of Eyswick, and in 169S the 
news reached Fort St. George, as appears from the 
following entry. 

“ Monday, 11th July. Eesolved that to-mon’ow 
morning at eleven o’clock, the proclamation of 
Peace between England und.Francc be 3 :ead with 
the usual solemnity at the inner Fort Gates, and 
afterwards at all the Gates of the citv. And that 
the Eight Ilon’ble Oonipany*s Commission appoint¬ 
ing the llon’ble Thomas Pitt Esq. President, etc., 
be read at the new Garden after dinner, all the 
Eight Ilon’ble Company’s servants and freemen 
being invited to a treat ther%l)y the Govmior.” 

Our next extract, is one of many which illus¬ 
trate the bad characters of the soldiers brought 
out from England. 

“Friday, 15th. Ordered that Eichard Okell 
who came out a corporal, and w^as fomterly a sol¬ 
dier ft this garrison, wiierc he killed a man in exer¬ 
cising, and stabbed another at Fort St. David, and 
afterwards endeavoured to entice the soldiers to 
run away to the Moors, be sent home by the first 
.ship, and that in the meantime he rfcmain in the 
custody of the Marshall.” *' t 
The purwauua obtained from the Nabob af- 
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forded considerable satisfection to the Pis^sid^ncy 
of Fort St. Greorge, as will be seen by oiu^ i^exfc 
exti-act. 0 

“ Saturday, Hltb Sej>tember. At ^four o*clock 
ibis afternoon tne President Coiincil went to 
the Garden, accomjnmied by several of tb^ JBigbt 
Hon’ble Company's servants and inhabitants* 
English, Armenians, and Ctentoos^ wber^^ npon 
the receipt of the Nabob's pnrwanna, and the 
piinviiiina from the Dewan, was bred 15 and 11 
gnns.^’ 

The following account of .a quarrel between two 
of the officers of the garrison is not without interest, 
Saturday. 1st C|citol)er. There arising ^ome 
words this afternoon between Lieutenant Sinebdr 
and Lieutenant Seaton which at tost cjame to blows. 
Lieutenant Simdair came novy and acquainted the 
Governor and* Council that Lieut. Seaton called 
him cowai'd aJid struck him. Lieutenant Seaton 
being sent for, and the reason of their dilfcrcnce 
<lemanded, answers there did pass some foolish 
language between them, but disowns that he did 
strike Lieut. Sinclair. Mr, Stone and Mr. Mat¬ 
thews who were present, being also sent for, were 
enquired of whether tl^y knew the occasion of 
their diifefencc ; but both declared that they only 
heard some words pass lietween tliem at the Sea 
Gate, and that afterwards near the inner Fort Gate 
they saw some blows pass, but know not which 
struck first,Lieut- Seaton was accordingly dis¬ 
missed the SfU’vice, but was subsequently reinstated 
on petition. A*simiTar punishment aiul rciiistjfte- 
ment had befaUen this officer on many previous 
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occasions. He appears lo have been a brave man 
and a 5 i:ood commandant, but to have Wn some¬ 
what addicted to drunkenness and^gccentiicity. 

^he follo^dng case of desertion ^is by no means 
a f elitary one in the early annals d‘ Fort St. George. 

Thursday, 184h. The Governor acquaints 
tliat on Ttiesday last almut eight o’clock at night, 
Captain Sinclsdr came and acquainted him that a 
CoTpond and Sentinel were nin away from their 
guard at St. Thome Gate with their anns, and with 
them a Piper. AVhereupon he ordered eight soldiers 
and a Scijeant with tw enty i>eons to pursue them; 
who returning lietween ten ami eleven the same 
night, brouglit the three solcMers back with ihem, 
luwng taken them near Triplicane after some re¬ 
sistance, wherein one man was wounded by a slw^ 
in the thigh, and another with a sword.” llie 
prisoners were committed to the custody of the 
Marshall, to be tried by Court Murtud, but the re¬ 
sult is not recorded. < 

The history of Eoraan Catholic Missions in the 
East is illustrateil by the following extract. 

“ Saturday, 14th January, 1699, Padre Joamii 
Francisco Fouquet, a Jesuit, appearing before us 
this day in Council, did m»ke ti deiuaiKl of 13 9 D 
dollars w-hicli was carried by two of tHeir Order 
with them on ship “ Loyal Captain,” Captain Ei- 
red Commander, Ixiund for China ; but the said 
two Padres go big on shore at Malacca, were there 
seized by the Dutch and sent to Europe ; but the 
dollars were carried on the ship for China, and 
afterwards delivered by Captain Elred to Captain 
Heath of the Defence,’* He was desii'ed to ac- 
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quaint us wiyit power lie had for B^ing aaid de** 
maud. In answer to whick ho produces a ootnnds^ 
sion, dated SSd^^nuary 169-^, signed by Jacobus Ijc 
P ieart, Chief otthe Order of Jesuits in Prance; 
which being rea* it doth tfiereby^ appear that 
appointed Chief of all tfe Mission of tliat Ordet ni 
China, and consequently has thereby a sufeietit 
power to demand and receive said do^ars, as being 
a part of the stock of that Mission.’ It appeared 
that Obtain Heath had only mentioned the reoeijit 
of 800 dollars; accordingly that hmouifd was paid 
over to the Jesuit Padre, and a.'request for farther 
instructions as to tlie remainder of the sum claimed 
was sent home to th^ Court of Birectors- * 

About this time the Danish settlement at Tran- 
quebar was in considerable peril, as appears from 
the following entry. 

Wednesday, Ist March, 1690. A general 
letter from the Governor and Council of Tranque- 
bar being translated was read ; wherein they give 
an account of tlieiik being close beseiged by the 
Xing of Tanjore’s fomis, consisting of 14,000 
horse and foot, which daily increased; taking the 
advantage of their Fort being weakly manned, by 
sparing so many of thei» gaiidson soldiers to their 
ships for uieir security against the Pirates; and 
therefore earnestly request us to assist them with 
men, anus, and ammunition, the charge whereof 
they promise thankfully tcf repay. 

" The same being taken into consideration as a 
matter of gilat importance, and may prove ill 
consequence to 4lie Eight Hon’ble Company's in¬ 
terest in these parts; if once these Princes should 
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take a garrison from Earopeansy it may induce 
them upon every slight opcaslon to attem|)t tlie 
same upon us here, or at Fort St. jPavId^ the 
having been lately ass^nii^<l ond ^ hear 

Therefore en consideration, not only of the 
strict alliance between the two Crowns oi Great 
Britain and Denmark, as wMi as the strengthening 
the Eight Hgn’ble Company's interest in these 
parts, expecting suitable returns from them if ever 
this place or Fort, Bt. David should fall under the 
like circumstances : - it is unanimously agreed and 
resolved that we give them our utmost assistance, 
and in order thereunto that the ship “ Sedgwick” be 
hired to carry them aids, provisions, and ammuni¬ 
tion, and that five thousand Pagodas be sent them 
by peons overland.” Two months afterwards the 
Governor and Council at Tranquebar dispatched 
a general letter to Fort St. George ** wherein they 
express a grateful acknowledgnjent of our kind as¬ 
sistance, and prom he on all occasions readily to 
retaliate the same; and advia^ to having returned 
such part of the ammunition sent them as is un¬ 
spent, and to have ordered Mr. Afilack to make 
full satisfaction for what sums e-^pendedl on their 
Company’s account.” 

The following misdemeanor could scircely have 
occurred in our own time, 

“ Monchvy, 20th March, 1699. Upon some 
words yesterday at the General Table, Mr. 
James Eustace called Mr. George Shaw son 
of a —— , of which he complaineb to the Go¬ 
ve Aior, who was then prelent t,at the Table; 
and the Governor promised that he would this day 
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h^ai their differenoe in cynnei}, and piaiUdi him 
that was found guiliy of giving occasmn po 
rude and a b^viw at the Company^a 

Xahle. But Mr. Shaw gdjng from Et^uig 
vice to the Sea (Sfate stru^Mi'. Bastace, of lirhich 
tlie Governor being informed ooimned both to th^r 
ohambeid. Which being considered it is agre^ 
that Mr. Eustace was g^ty of great insolence ih 
calimg Mr* Shaw son of a at fte Company’s 
Habk, and Mr. Shaw of great disrespect to the 
G^overnor in striking Mr. Ehstaoe affter he had 
declared he would examirm ptd |»U 3 |kk ,the of* 
fender. 

tl is unanimously resolved tlniit for ike fwturo 
prevention of offences of tlie Bke natnrt^ Mr. 
Eustace and Mr. Shaw be each of them &ied 
their half year’s salary payable in India, and con¬ 
fined to the Eort for one month, and neither to 
wear sword or cane for twelve months, wdiich re¬ 
solve they were both forthwi^ acquainted with.’* 
Mr. Shaw’s fine was subsequently remitted. 

The following particulars of visits from dis¬ 
tinguished natives will be read with interest. 

“ Monday, 3rd April, Mortupha Khan, Foujdar 
of the Poonamallee country, coming to town de¬ 
sired leavtf to come >nS[ see the Govmior. He 
was invited to the new Garden, where he was 
entertained with Rose water* and j^tel; and after 
some discourse promised to give a Cpwle (and did 
send one to the Governor) for the free passage of 
our goods through his Goyemment according to 
salabad. Whe|;eup<fn it was judged necessary to 
make him a present,’* 
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‘‘ Tuesday, I^jah Eaina Sing, 

of tne Ei^pools in Znlfikar K!mn*s army, coming 
to wash in the sea ani^pliy hi? devotions at TripK- 
cane 3^oda, sent a ho^s^6 to the^ovemor about 
fifty pagodas vali^. miereupdfn; it >^as resolved 
^at Mr. Eraser tnd Mr. Empsd|„ s^iould in the 
. Governo/^ name give hinn a yislf^ tt^his fatliW 
(Oassa Singai’i) having always appeaated a friend to 
the English, to oblige him to be go too, to present 
him with some^broi^cloth, rosewater* and toys td 
the value of a hundred pagodas; whhih was done 
this evening' by Messrs. Eraser and Empsou, who 
report that he seemed extremely well satisfied, and 
promised to give his assistanjje on any occasion/* 

Tlie following particulars respecting Dawood 
Khan derive their cliief interest from the fact that 
four years afterwards Fort St. George was blockad¬ 
ed for a considerable time by this very general. 

** Thursday, 27th. The Govenior acquaints that 
he has received a pv4*vvanna from the Nabob in¬ 
forming that Pawood Khan (general in Zulfikar • 
Khai/s army) designs to come and see the sea ; 
and that Pawood Khan’s servant that brought the 
purwanna, desired that his fSaster might have some 
accommodation in the to\yn ; and that he (the Go¬ 
vernor) returned answer J^awood Khan Should be 
very welcome, but desuod that he would not bring 
too great a number of men with him; and hath 
borrowed Mr. Styleinan’s Garden house for his re¬ 
ception, esteeming it more proper for him to reside 
on tfiat side of the Fort. ^ 

It not bdng known whaf Dawood Khan’s de¬ 
signs-may be, or what orders tlie Nabob may have 
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mjeived from thft King, probably to beseige Miid- 
ras and stop all trade; and nonsidering tknt it was 
Batrood K&an’f brotbet, SeUm Klian, wlia plun¬ 
dered and bamt the vil^ed at Fort St. ifeyici, 
there is great reason to silispecsfc Bin, as well as his 
being a Commu^der who is generally employed on 
diBcult attempts. 

“ It is thought necessaiy that tivi Oarrison and 
out toy^n be put into the best posture of defence 
it can be/* (Subse<juentTy a my was made upon 
the inhabitaiits of Black Town ibr bi^lding a wall 
and coastrueting other works'for the del^ce of 
the town. In dune ] 700, the levy amounting to 
1031 pagodas #as ptid by the President into ^ the 
Company's cash to be applied to tiic purpose 
speciiied.) 

“ Friday, Yesterday Bawood Khan came 

to St. Thome, and this evening to Mr. Styleman's 
Garden bouse, from whence lie sent a horse to the 
Governor valued about orfk hundred pagodas, 
which w^as carried ^ the. Oonipnny’s stable fbr 
their account. 

" Saturday, 29th. Mr. Stylernan atid Mr, Fraser 
went this day in the Governor’s name to visit 
Bawood, swho they rcpcflrt e^itertained them very 
civilly. 

‘‘ Sunday, SOth, This day Bawood K^han re¬ 
turned to Sit. Thome, where the Portuguese enter¬ 
tained wdth their music iu the Church. 

“ Saturd^', Cth May. Bawood Khan set out 
for the Camp, to whom there has been preseplecl 
at several time? to the value of about three hun¬ 
dred pago<la5. 

• 11 
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** Sunday, 7th.Baliau3ar Khan, a younger brother 
of Dawood Khan, aind Coinilaander of 1500 hca*»c, 
came to St. Thom^, whose seiroht brou^t the 
Nabob*8 purwanqp for shewing hfe the rariefciea cif 
the place. Bahaudar Khan likewise received a 
present td the value a huhdred pagodas, and re- 
torned to camp three days afterwards.** 

The foUowuig entry aftbrds us another instance 
of the frequent bad conduct of the officers of the 
garrison* 

** Monday, 8th. Them having been several 
complaints of Ensign Ganlncr*s misbehaving him¬ 
self in being drunk upon hiar Guard, and beating 
the men without occasion, of which having often 
been continued and promised amendment, and 
growing worse rather than better, it is resolved 
that his Commission be taken from him.** Two 
months afterwards Ensign Gardner was reinstated 
in consideration of« his mean circumstances aiul 
promise of ameadment. c 

We are now approaching a critical period in the 
history of the English Company. The war with 
France had been followed, as usual, by a linan- 
cial crisis. The Comp*n)y had offeit& to lend 

00,000 to the government of William III. pro¬ 
vided ^heir Charter should be confirmed, and thci 
monopoly of India secured to them by Act of 
Parliament. But tlieir commercial livals had by 
this time formed a new Company, ^nd the lattm* 
oilS^^red to advance two miHim^s at eight per cent, 
primded they should be invested*'with the mono¬ 
poly. Tim offer of the latter was. accepted, but 
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the rights of the old Cktoapaay were confimied 
until 1701, when the Wo Ccmi|>anies became unit¬ 
ed into otie. Meantime however a fierce spirit of 
nvaity broke o^t between^be servants of the two 
Companies at home and abroM; and the new 
Company sent out a Consol and an Ambassador, 
claiming the supreme power oTer the whole of the 
English factories. The following# extracts will 
illustrate the nature of the controversy which en- 
su^ on the coast of Coromandel. "VVe may premise 
that Mr. Consul Pitt Was the cousin of the Presi¬ 
dent of Fort St. George. 

Wednesday, ^8th Joly. Ship * Degrade/ 
Captain William l^mg (Jommander, heM^ng 
to the new Company, came to an anchor in Ihh 
road about eleven o^clock this morning, onboard 
of which was, Mr. iolm Pitt, from whom the Presi¬ 
dent received the following letter. 

«To the Worshipful Thomas Ktt Esep Frosidanf f^r 
lh<^ aifhirs of the Govarnor aTid Company of Merchaata 
of London trading UP the East Indies yofc by 
’ (jn the Coast of Curomandsl. 

a Sir ‘ * 

I id by somB of your owly ships let you know 
that I badonsaged myseliiu tke swyiao of tl^ Honor- 
able EnglMx Comi.)any traaiiag to the East Indies lately 
Betfcledby Act of Parliament, whioh determine your 
Government in three years commencing last Miehae||i^; 
and having gained the Co^t, could not pass by with< 
out dropping an anclior in Madras rood: and wotdd 
salute you had I not the honour to bear his Majesty’s 
OommMon,«whioh constitutes me his Minister or 
Consul for the English nation htgeaeral on the 
coast of Coromandel including al^your ^ttlements. If 
you think lit to pay the respect tliat is due to the char' 
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»eter y^iih your flag low^^d, ^yotu: oonsplkdeiil't 
-be returned yon by^ Sir, 

Your afteciionate kin«ta(;jB and si&rvant,'' 

JoRs JPm." 

Whereunto tlxoo follomng imstfei: was rettimcil 
bv the President. 

A ^ 

^‘To Hr. John Pitt, 

«ir, ^5 

1 received yours, the purport whereof seems very 
fKld, fus well as the supereoription. If you had read the 
Act of Parliament and well coi^idered it, you will fmd 
that it establiehcB my masters in nil their rights and 
privileges in these parts till 1701, and afterwards it is 
secured to, them by-their subscription. Therefor© you 
<'ari*liaTe no power in any place of their aettlements, 
Tif»r shall I owm a?iy until 1 am so ^ oidored by those 
that intrust me. 

“ I am not iinacqiiaintetl wdth what respect is due to 
the Kings Consul, (whether you are one 1 know not); 
T»ut you cannot, or even liave heard, that an ancient 
Fortitication wearing the Kiug^s Flag, should lower it 
and salute a real Consul; but 1 take it to be y<»ur ob¬ 
ligation to have the Flag ashore at your com¬ 

ing to an anchor, which we shorld have answered ac< 
ccH’ding to custom and good mc^mei's. 

** What liquors you have for me I desire you to send 
ashore in these boats. You must expect to lind me no 
less zealous for my masters interest than you, are for 
yours, and as you act the samo will be rctummyou by 
Your affectionate Kinsman and servant, 

Thomas Pitt.’' 

To which Mr. Consul Pitt returned the followincr 
nnsvvor. 

On board the Begrave” in Madras Road, 

2&th 

“ Pshall answer you^BCiirri bus Tetter from Metchlepa- 
tam, (MaRuli)>atara) andbelieve me you will wish you h«d 
jivviT wrcLe in such a style. I will take such incasures 
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tp you aftytibk that mf OommifiBiou roaobeftpver 
all your aottl^etita, and that you ycniraelf i^U ba 
;Eor^ to own an|^|>,uhliah it in ail your Forts and FaQ<» 
tones, ati4 mMon lor the anront ofiered to the 
ehai;acter of Ms MMesty*s Ooxftid. ^ 

^ John Fitt.** 

Towards tfie latter end of August, the Go¬ 
vernment at Fort St, George was apprised that 
ICr, John Fitt had landed at Maluhpatam, aii" 
nouneed that he hud been made Ptesident of 
the eoast of Ooromandel by the new Oompany, 
and that his Msgcsty had honoured that 
character with his Commission j and that be 
had required the servants of the old Cqtn- 
pany at MasulipatSm to repair to the new 
Factory wliilst he opened and r^d his Oommis- 
sian. * Accordingly the Government passed an 
order that none of the English in the old Com¬ 
pany’s^ service, or under their protection, should 
obey any summons they migjxt receive from Mr* 
John Pitt, under the pretence of his being a Presi^ 
dent for the ncu^ Company or Consul for his 
Majesty. 

la December, ir)99, Sir William Korris arrived 
at Masulipatam as AmbassidoT from the new Com¬ 
pany to tile Great Mogul, and addressed the fol¬ 
lowing notification to the Agency established there 
by the old Company. 

* This is to requii*e and command ycni, to pre¬ 
sume to make any oddroes or applictation, either in your 
own ptsreon or by any other, directly or indirectly; to 
any public nAuster or officer of the great Mogul, with- 
t)ut lay knowledge or •permission, as you will ansWei^the 
contrary at your peril. Given at Masulipatam, Beoein- 
brr 26th 1699. 


Wrt.tjAM KOKRTfS," 
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The following letter caddre^ised Williw 

Norris by the President and Couadl' i)i 
George in January, 1700, wiUi^ttejf acquaint 
the reader with the hei^s of the q^ntrovoirsy, thro 
pages of explanation. 


To his Exoelleiicy Sir Williaan No^^ 
bassatior to tlio Oroat Mogul at ^ 

Sir, 


Bm* 


£■ 


We having been informed by Mr. Thomas Lovell, our 
Company*s Factor at MasnUxiatam, that ttpcm tlie a|>> 
proaching of the new Kabob (Meddo Khan,) -who is 
come to goTem that coimtry, you aent for him, 
(Mr. Lovell) and delivered hun a paper, reqxuring 
and commanding him in a moat eztroordinas^ mano 
ner, not to make any api)lipation to any‘ of the 
Mogul’s offioesrs for the carrying on of. our afihira, 
without your leave and permission ; throateing to do 
no less than send him home in irons j from which -wn 
imagine yoti resolve the utter ruin of our Company, 
hoping thereby to promote the interest of your em- 
I>loyers, ^he new Bast India Comx>any. 


** We having no orde a or instruotiona to govern oVir- 
selvea in this matter but the PaziihHnont, which 

in perusing we hud, that there as per iDeitt laid in 
all goods for the tnaintaining Ambassadoi's and Oonaula^ 
from which our Company is exoe|>ted till Septeml>er, 
1701; which Ambosaadora and Consuls 'are to be nomi¬ 
nated and elected by the fHrfctora of the new Company, 
and sent to atmh Bmnevora cu- Princes as tk!oy pl^se; 
and they to pay the cliarge out of the five per cent, and 
the reuiainder to be divided amongst the adA^enturera. 
And in a subsequent clause it is said* that nothing in 
this Act ihall be construed to extend, or hinder, or re- 
Ktrain our Company’s trade till Ihe 29th September 
1701. So tlmt they being exnused from CM^tributing to 
theo^harge of Ambaesado]%,OoncuK etc., it certainly 
never was intended that their alfairs in these paries should 
be Bubjected to the direcJtion or control of the new Com- 
p'iuy’a Ambassadors, Consols, or Agents duiing their 



V 

iistomir cj? HADitAa. ^31 

ilimM time; ;|N« being jgo&esised, tm the 
kwlal~pi%^ietib^ of aU hlrmaixi^ and Oranta neoessary 
l<Mr supporting tl# tiade, whieh have been proonred ^ 
vaei expenses^ withonA oorreBpondihg with the 
Qbvenimenty it la imposaible to si;i|||)ort our pri-vileges 
or trade. 

Sir, we think your proeeSdin^ not only deetouetlve 
to our ma&t^ at prescnit, but will alto prove fatal here^ 
after, if not entail perpetual min aiiatho toade.' 
prevent the miscldefB thii^ may attend us, and preserve 
the interest lor which we are concerned we mxistao* 
quaint you that we resolve to persist in the correspond¬ 
ing with the Government as formerly, for the canyi^ 
on of our Government dttring the time limited l»y Parlia¬ 
ment ; and to order all onr Oompany^s Chiefe and Kactore 
to do the same, until ^ IktajeSty commands the con¬ 
trary, or we receive oro^ from onr Company, 

“ As for;^e injuries you have already done oiif CJem- 
pany, and others of the king's subjtots^ by embarg^ng 
their ships who trjwJed here under their protection, wo 
doubt not but that they will represent it m such places 
wHtre they may find a remedy or justice. In confirma¬ 
tion whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and G 10 
seal of our Ciompainy at Port St. George in the city cif 
Kadrae this el^ltiuary 1700.” 

(Signed Thomas Pitt and tho 
^ , other six members of Council) 

Subdeqtteii% fh^ Presfulmey of Fort St. George 
found reaaoH to suspect inte^lty of Mr. Lovell 
and oth^Company’s servants at Masdlpatam and 
Maflapollom, and to beliew that they had espmally 
betrayedthe intents of the Company, by submitting 
to the orders of Sir WiMiam Noms ajud Mr. Pitt. 
Accoi^ngly on the l^th July 1700 it was resolved 
“ to settle aChief and Oouudl in each place, and 
make our Padres %s formiflable as possible? in 
order to preserve .0111 masters interest, and to pro¬ 
tect the persons of their servants from any in- 
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justices/’ Twenty-four aaltli^, wi^H Lku^i^t, 
Serjeant, and Corporal, were placed under tfe 
mand of the Chief and ConncS of %asii%atam« 

We now returrP to the ordinary run of events. 
The following extract refers to another case of de¬ 
sertion, in which an officer was concerned* 


" Piiday, llth October, 169D. This morning 
Ensign Thomas Salmon and eleven men more run 
away off their guard with their arms. Upon 
notice whereof* the Governor sent out 200 Peons 
aftei* them, and wrote letters to tlie Butch chiefs 
jof Pulicat and Sadraspatam, and to several of the 
country Governors, desiring"* them to stop them/’ 
About four we^ks afterwards the men wc®c recover¬ 
ed, as appears fiisom the following entry. 

“ Thursday, 2nd November. Poeeiving advices 
that Ensign Salmon and the eleven soldiers desert¬ 
ing this gan*ison the« 6th past, were ijletained by 
IChinnatumbee Moodelliar, in the 

woods about sixty miles inland; «i^«n?oeding to 
us for their pardon, Mr. Thomas Mj^*m pfooeedhd 
the 18th past with a letter and smatffpreseat to said 
Niiik, which they aooepti|ig, four returned the ^Ist 
past, four yesterday, and the romainilljg four this 
morning, accomjpanied by the PpUgar’s Chief Offi¬ 
cer (delayway) who brought a mare,shpep, etc. 
for the Goveritor^ expressing their wHliugness to 
liinder all fugitives passing through their • w-oods, 
and assisting otherwise ^as we should have occa¬ 
sion.” A tasheriff to the Valflle df.,75 pagodas was 
given to the Poligar and hk servants. Ensign 
iStilmoii was kept in primn until October, 
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and tlien s^to EnglsEid* The others es^f^ 
have beffli restdied to the service. 

‘ r 

Tlie fol 0 wi]|^ peeseDt to Dawood Khan does 
not spoak mack%r tke of the Hogol^s 

omcsers. 

** Monday, 8tk July^ Dawood Khan 

having wrote the Governor to him eome Uquors , 
and supposing his interest may advantage 
to the Company in these parts, it is ordered that 
six dozen ofFrsendk Brandy^ six cases of Spirits, 
and two chests of Syrasb be provided.” 


The following charaoterkide letter from a Cap¬ 
tain of a ship to the Governor and Council, edto- 
plaiiting of some mutinous proceedings amongst 
Ills crew, is the worthy of presersftiom . ^ 

“ Honorabte Sir and Council, 

In or about the 13th of July 1700, one of my 
seamen Bidiard Cook committing a misdemeanor 
by knocki% dovm jpne Lovehice Green, Midships 
man, had rabisd a bump on Ms forehead as big as 
an egg, and in some other parts of his body. Up¬ 
on which I ordered the saod Bichard Cook to be 
seized to the gangway. #Chie Lewk a soldier, who 
then standing by this Cook and seeing his hand 
seized, swore .,., he would out him loose, sind 
immediately before my face did so. With this 
I ordered him to be seized on the otlier side, 
in which time of standing there till the irons 
were readyf Im abused me very grossly, call¬ 
ed me villain, ^nd "desired but one minute, flme 
and he would do my business. These abuses 
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were heard before the fa^je of my officers and sea- 
inen. A.fter having secured them both, I orderecl 
one of my seamen to take hold oj them to help 
them down on the decl ^; and he ^refused my com¬ 
mand and would not touch them, for which I 
ordered him to be seized to the gangway, intend¬ 
ing to have liim drubbed, but he not oeing very 
well I remitic^J. doing of, but in the time of his 
standing it was heard spoke that if I had him 
drubbed, I should drub all of them. After this 
I had an account given me by my Boatswain and 
Carpenter that some of my seamen when night 
came on would set the prisoners at liberty, and 
that 1 must have a case of further miscliief; upon 
which I was forced to scciire my Gunroom and 
Steerage. They took off their handcuffs that very 
evening, and that very night broke their irons 
from their legs and hove them overboard. About 
midnight my chief Mate told me of it, so 1 se¬ 
cured them again. • My humble request is that 
this Lewis the soldier ma^ Hot remain any 
longer on board; for who knows but in my going 
down to the Bay, I may meet with a IMrate, and 
such a fellow as this which sticks at nothing, but 
ready for all mischief whgn the first opportunity 
wiU permit, is of ill consequence. I am 

Your Honours most humble 
sei^Vant to command, 

William Bridges.” 

Lewis the soldier was subsequeiftly brought 
on Ihore and committed to pflson^s ns it was in¬ 
tended to make an example of him. 
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The following resolntioA as tepitd$ gaming will 
explain itself, 

** Wednesday 4tb Decembet. We being informed 
that cock fighting and oth^ games are very much 
used and practised by the handytraft tradesmen of 
this placef wherein tney consume the half of their 
time to their great impoverishment, by which they 
are rendered imablc to provide for ifceir families : 
besides it prevents the making of many manufac¬ 
tures in this place, and many other ill oonse- 
' quences attending it, destructive to the very being 
of trade itself. Wherefore to avert so great an 
evil as will in time ensue we the Governor 

and Council do prohibit and forbid ail manner of ^ 
gaming for money or money’s worth. by all nier- 
chants, shopkeepers, and all sorts of handiccitfts of 
this place and the bounds thereof; upon penalty of 
twenty-five pagodas every lime it is proved upon- 
ihein before tbe Justiccs of the Choultry that they 
liave gamed, five pagodas ivhel’cof to the iufonnei; 
and the other twent/for the use of^he Company. 
And in case upon proof it appears that atiy one 
has gamed for a trirtal sum, and that not to the 
loss of time in his profession, it is then left to the 
discretion fit the Justices^f the Choultry, to inflict 
such punishment by fine or otherwise as they shall 
think fit. And this we order to be published in 
the countiy languages by affixing the same at the 
several gates,” 

In the fofigoing chapter we have passed from 
one century to another : and it will not be unm- 
teresting to exhibit the state of the European com- 
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munity as iregards popujation, at the entl of the 
year 1699* From a list of persons in the service 
of the Bight Hon’ble Company in P'ort Si George 
and other places on the^ooaet of poromandel/' at 
this date, we obtaha the fpllowing si^tisties. 

GENTLEMEN. * 

Company’s Servants at Fort St. George... ... ... 30 
Compaay’s Ser^nte at St. Bavid ... 13 

Company’s Servants at Vizagapafcam ... 3 

T'l’eemen <>. ... ••• . .*« ,,,,*** ... 35 

Seafaring men not constant inhabitants .1.. 38 


Total*.. U» 

Hi t/A-PXES^ 

KnslLsh wives of Company’s servants at Fort St, 
Cjroorge ... ••• ... 4 

Castees wives at'’''d^tto ... ... .*, .. **. 2 

Englisli wives at Fort St.. David . 3 

Castees wives .at ditto,., ... ... ... . 1 

EugUdh at Vizagapatam ... j 

Casteea at ditto ... 


• ^ *s« ••• 

•«« k«« «H 4 

• • • 

Wives of Freemen, English, .. 4 

Do. French . .«* ... 1 


Do. Mustees 
Do. Castees. 


.. 2 

. -— ... #.f ■« !•' 4 

D^o. Georgian ... .*• •** I 

Wives of seafaring men, English ... . 14^ 

Do. French ... ... ... ... 

llo. ]M[nstees «.* ... .*. ... ... 2 

Do, Castees .. . 7 

Widows, English .. .. ... ... li 

Single English young women .. ... 10 


o Total... 71 

Thus out of one hundred nhd nineteen English¬ 
men, only twenty-si^^ were mamed to English 
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wives, fauriecxi were maziiod to. Castees* foar to 
Mustees, two to Frenuh vfhmen, one to a 
Georgian, It w^fl be seen that only forty-seven were 
married at all^ and that the remaining seventy-two 
were bachelors. * The JEngfish were fiitym 

number, viz. twenty-six wives, fourteen widows, 
and ten yOtmg unmartiil ladies. It seems a great 
pity that ten young ladies should hajfe been unable 
to htid husbands amongst so large a community 
of unmarried gentltoen. 
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CHAPTE|, XVr. 

OOVERNOESftlP OP MR. THOMAS PITT, AKO 
OOINOS OF NABOB DAWOOD KHAN. 

1701. 

Ilic events which are recorded in the present 
and succeeding chapters, fonu j)erhaps the most 
interesting and important portion of the early 
annals of the Maclras Presidenev. Mr. Thomas 
Pitt, grandfather of the great fear! of Chatham, 
was Governor of Madras. Bawood Khan was ap¬ 
pointed Nabob of the Carnatic and Ginjee coun¬ 
tries by Aurungzebe; the great Mogul. Da wood 
Khan, like his predecessor fiulflkar Khan, was 
bent upon getting a large s\ibsidy from the Presi¬ 
dency of Fort St. George. In 1701, he tried 
threats, intrigues, and cajoUery of every kind. In 
1702 he fairly blockaded tha Fort, and endeavoured 
to reduce the English to submission by stopping 
the passage of all goods and provisions. Under 
these circumstances the doihestic incidents were 
few and insigmficant, and if introduced in chrono¬ 
logical order would only inten’upt the current of 
the ^narrative. Accordingly^ both preseni 
chapter', and the one irnra^iately^ succeeding it, 
will be exdusiyely devoted to recording tlie pro- 
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ceedings of the Nabob l)awood Khan as regards 
Port &t. George. 

No extracts j^om the official records, which we 
have as yet pub^^hed, possess more intrinsic value 
than those we are about to wy btfore our readers ; 
and yet strange to say they have been hitherto 
almost entirely unknown io history. The fact that 
Dawood Khan blockaded Fort St. George is baldly 
stated, and that is all. The diaiy’whidi have 
drawn up iVom the Madras consultation books, 
thus supplies an entirely new page of history. On 
the one hand the intrigues, the meannesses, and 
the drinking propensities of the Nabob and his 
Durbar, are depicted^with a startling truthfulness ; 
and the working of the mind of the artful Mussul¬ 
man is desoribed in these simple entries with a 
jK>wer exceeding that of any other Indian historian 
whatever. On the other hand we see a display 
of Anglo-Saxon pluck and commercial sagacity 
which throws an entirely newJight on the proceed¬ 
ings of our forefath^s in this country. Hitherto 
Thomas Pitt has only been known as that Go¬ 
vernor of Madras w'ho brought home the Pitt 
diamond which the Regent Orleans piircha.sed for 
three millions of livres ;^who bought estates and 
rotten boifiughs, and sat in the House of Commons 
as member for Old Sarum ; and above all who 
founded that illustrious family, two of whose sons 
are reposing in AA^estminstcr Abbey, and whose 
honoured names will be for ever bound up with 
the greatnes^and glory of England. But now the 
reader will pergeive •that the germs of that Wfty 
pride, untiring energy, and stern consciousness of 
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potrer, which formed thg great oharactcaristlos o£ 
two of Eugland’s greatest war mhiiaters, are dis¬ 
cernible in the proceedings of th^ir more humble 
progenitor, who from little cf St. George, 
defied the inaultkg thr^ts of the ^grasping Nabob, 
and proved more than a match for the low cunning 
and courtly dissimulation of the oriental. Our 
readers therefijjre will not complain of the space we 
have devoted to these curious details, ^ which are 
not merely dry chronicles of forgotten events, but 
are living pictures of a political status which has 
long since passed away. 

"VVith this brief introduction we now iesave the 
extracts from the Madras qpnsultations to speak 
for themselves. 

“Friday, 17ih January, 170l, Da wood Khan 
being ordered by the King (Aurungzebe) Nabob 
of the Carnatic and Ginjee countries, who has been 
several months on his inarch from the King^s 
Camp. Two days ago we were advised, by people 
that we keep in his Camp to ^give us intelligence, 
that he was come to Arcot above four days march 
from hence. We have had several letters of com¬ 
pliment from him, wherein he has desii-ed sundry 
sorts of lic^uors, which accordingly have been sent 
him; and it being the custom of all Eulopeans to 
present all Nabobs and Governors when they come 
first to their Government, in order to procure a 
confirmation of their privileges, besides at present 
we are can’viflg on a great investment hei'e and at 
Fort St. David, and have a great drill of money 
spfead up and down the country,; further, a few 
days ago we have advice from Surat by Armenian 
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letters tliat our alTaii’s ai^iferabroiled there ; all of 
which induces us to toiisider pf a considerable 
present for th(#Nttbob and Dewan and their ofH- 
cers, and fitting persons to send with it j though 
before we heard the news from 9hrat, we intended 
to have sent two iilnglishmen, but altered our reso¬ 
lution, not knowing but that the troubles there 
may alTee.t us here. So there being one Senor 
>ii(!holas Manuch, a Venetian and an inhabitant of 
ours for many years, w]\o has the reputation of an 
honest man, besides he has lived at the King’s 
Court upwards of thirty years, and was a servant 
to ouc of the Princes, and speaks the Persian 
language exccHeutly^well; for whicli reasons Ve 
Ihiuk him the properest person to send at this time 
with our Chief Dubash JUmapah ; and have 
unanimously agreed with the advice of all capable 
of giving it, to send the presents ; so in order 
to their setting out to-morrow on their journey, 
we have delivered thein our inslructious and letter.^ 
as entered after this tousultation. 

“ Jus tractions to fcseuior Nicholas !Mannch and 
Kamapah. 

“ The great hopes we have of your fidelity and 
prudence %luces us to scfld you to the new Nabob 
with considerable presents. The Nabob’s present 
and Dewan’s we have allotted here, and deliver 
V ou several things for presents to dispose of an you 
S 0 & occasion. We also deliver yon letters of com¬ 
pliment for tljp Nabob, the Dewan, and the most, 
considerable persons ip the Camp. (The presents 
to the Nabob Dtfwood Khan were valued at 1700 
Puf>*odas ; those to Mahomed Seid, Dewan, at lOO 

o' T 
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Pagodas; and ttie prcjrisioi^ l^eseiiits ai 830 
Pagodas.) , 

“ W« hav^ nothing tp aslc of <Mhe Nal^ob and 
Bowan but the confirmation of privi^cs here 
and at Tevenapaftinain, and tbai all our busmesa 
in the country may go (n> aicc<?rdi»g to salabad ; 
and that you may not forget, we here mention some 
particular grievances which we would havje provid¬ 
ed for in the Kabob^s pemanna. 

“ That no moneys be extorted from our mer¬ 
chants in the countries where they provide their 
goods, which ought to pass all places according to 
salabad ; and that no Qt)veri)or be permitted to 
make stops and demand newf^'justonis as the Gover¬ 
nor of St. Thome has done of late. 

“ That the Junkamcers about us demand no¬ 
thing for provisions or goods in and out, bat nc- 
cording to salabad ; and that wIiCu the King’s duty 
is paid, it shall be lawful for any to take; away their 
goods, whereas lliej often make stops to extort 
money for themselves. 

“ That if we have any ships, boats, or goods cast 
away in any of the Kings dominions, no Govern¬ 
ment shall make any pretence to it, but that w'e 
shall have liberty to can’J aw'ay whatever is snv<id. 

“ Our merchants goods to pass secure from be¬ 
ing robbed or jdundered, and whenever it so hap¬ 
pens, that the Governor of that country shall make 
it good. 

“ What Perwanuas you procure^ remember to 
gQt three or four copies attested by" the Cojee in 
the Camp. , 

“ Prom the various reports that have been and 



imi) nnstoiY Otf* madbas. 

arc still going, we liavo fcason tb believe several 
things will be objected against us ; knowing that 
this place is noPonly envied by the Coutitry Gro- 
vernorSi but bv%ll Europeans We therefote 
as a memoranaum give you the following advice, 

** If any thing bo said about our I’evemies^ w^h 
are generally magmlied four times as much as they 
are, it is to be aiiswercd, that it is^paid by none 
but our own inhabitants, who are eiuiehed by our 
trade solely, and ate daily getting money from us ; 
which had long ago ruined < us, had not we set 
up revenues to regain some monc^' from them 
towards defraying our great charges. 

If any thing be &id in relation to our inakhug 
fortifications, it may be answered that we are al' 
ways when new Governors come, pulling down one 
thing and buiWmg another and reparing. 

“ Remember to procure an order for our Peons 
and people to travel unmolested between this and 
Tevenapatam, whereas they now stop all our peeplc 
at Boomypollum (?) *and force money from them, 
l>8si(les oliering insufferable affronts ; which being 
complained of to tTerusheer Khan, he made them 
restore moneys, and prevented further troubles 
during his^ime/’ BateH 16tli J anunry 1701, 
President’s letter to the Nabob to be delivered 
with the pMic pcsent. 

“ To Bawood Khan Nabob, 

I have with gi’eat impatience waited for yonr 
arrival at Arqpt, whicli being informed of two days 
ago, I celebrated with great joy, preparing my po- 
plc to wait on you with such acknowledgements of 
respects as I was capable of providing. A list of 
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Avkifh cornea mdosed:, #hei*eof I linmTbly 
your Excellency’s acceptance, and what I add to 
it is, my hearty wishes for ymir |bod health and 
prosperity, and a lon^cQntiimattfie in your Go- 
vemment. Thomas Fjtt.’’ 

ijecond letter to be delivered privately to tlie 
Nabob with 3000 Eupces. 

“To D^twootl Khan Nabob, 

I congi^atulatc Yoiir Excellence's anival at 
Arcot, and have sent Mr. Manueh and om* Egyb 
(i)ubasb)' Earaapah to conlirm the same, and to 
give me an account of your good health, and to rc- 
(juest Your Excellency's favour to us in confirming 
our ancient privileges at Chiunnpatam and Teveira- 
patam. I wish your Excellency all health and 
prosperity, and a long contiuimnce in’ycmr Goveni- 
jnent under whom I doubt not but all will be 
happy. Thomas Pitt," 

Similar letters went sent to the l)t*wan IVbihomcd 
Sekl, and other officers. • 

“ Thursday, 30th JanttarJ^ Benor Manueh au<F 
llamapah advising us that the Nabob, hearing of 
a Persian mare that was to be sold in our town, 
ordennl them to write us about it, he being desir¬ 
ous to buy it; Ini't we ell knowing their mamier 
of Inn ing and what is meant by it, and not beiijg 
willing to disgust him for so small a matter, we 
Imuglit the m^ife for two hundred pagodas, and it 
is ordered that the Steward forthwith#provide fur- 
nit irre, in order to her being* sent our Agents at 
ihc Camp to-morrow.” 

A few days afterwards the two messengers re- 
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turned, their mission havlhg been unsueeessfnl^ as 
sufficiently appears from the following entry. 

“ Monday, %rd February j Last night Senor 
hlanucli and Bftnapah reilniminj from the Camp, 
this day they appeared before us in Council to 
give ai\ account of their negociations which is n$ 
follows. That when they came to the hamp they 
waited on the Nabob, he having lent ten liorse 
and fifty foot to conduct them, who received thern 
kindly, and ordered them to send for their pre¬ 
sent, Vhicli he accepted of; ,biit the next day he 
returned it, except some trifles', he giving broad 
hints that that was not a sufficient present for him, 
and that his predecelsot had ten times as mueh *;* 
lie also inveigling against us in scumloua lan¬ 
guage^ reaping up the business of Fort St. David^s, 
how we had ..killed Selim Khan's brother, antb 
threatening revenge upon it. But two days after, 
our agents hanng by their apj^licatioii to some of 
tlie principal otticers in some measure pacifii‘d the 
Nabob, Ttewan, an(f Buxie, he sent again for his 
])reseut, but still told them it was not near enough 
for him, he having been at Court, where it had 
cost him-a gretd deal of money for his employ, 
wliich he must and wouftl raise by some means or 
other ; telling us tlmt he had an account of our re¬ 
venues, calculating them at about a hundred thou¬ 
sand Pagodas per annum but we had nothing to 
do with Black town, in which he would put a 
(iovernor aryl constrain us to keep ordv to our 

--- —^f -- '“7 ' ■nj 

* It will be seen m a previous chapter that the 

Nabob Zidtikar Khau obtained 10,060 Pagodas in 
return for his perwanna. 
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Fort. Ho also daily oncofctagod wajust o^mplaints 
against us, telling tlicm that he vrould first go td 
Tanjore, Teveiiapatam, and theif^ come to Bi: 
Thom4 when he i^uld fuin this Fort ami set up 
what. After all which he dismissed our agents 
without any Perwaana or Tasheriff to the (lovcr- 
noT as usual, and writ only a letter referring to 
that they should tell us, and the Dewati the same, 
the Bewail also siguing au insignificant Perwanna. 

“ Our people meeting with the mare we sent 
the Nabob in the way, brought her back wHh 
them. They also inform us that tliey were told 
by several at the Camp, that this dislike of the 
Nabob to us is occasioned thVough informations 
of some people of our own town, who not only 
make their court by it, but also participate a part 
of what can be extorted from us, who when dis- 
covereil, we resolve shall pay not only for the pre¬ 
sent mischief, but >vhat has passed in former 
times. 

” So having well debated and considered of what 
we have now been informed as to the demands and 
expectations of the Nabob, it is unanimously re¬ 
solved that no further present be made»to him, 
unless it be so trivial a sum as not worth our 
* disputing ; otherwise we shall entail au excessive 
charge upon the Company forever, for if anew 
Nabob should be sent every month, they would 
expect the same. It is further agreed tliat our 
Oarrison be put and kept in the best> posture of 
defence it is capable of, resolving to stand the event, 
and advise Fort St. David to do tlm same/* 

Tlie following short nott? was received from Da- 
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wood Khan, in which ihl anxiety of the Nabob 
as regards the hedth of President Pitt will be duly 
noted, • 

“ From Dawood Khatl to ^ the Governor of 
Chinnapatam* 

I wish the Governor all health* I remved 
the friendly letter you sent me by Doctor Manucii 
aUd your vakeel, and observe the (Jbntents the^’eof, 
and have likewise heard their request, ami have 
given them my answer thereto, which they will ac¬ 
quaint you with. Pray write me often of vour 
health.’’ 

The letter of the- Dew’an Mahomed Sei^ to 
President Pitt was^lso to the aame etfect. The 
(joimcil of Fort St. George accordingly prcjmrcd 
for resistance, but meantime wrote to Assid Khari 
Grand Vizier ^at the Court of Delhi, and also to 
Zulhkar Khan “ representing the ill-treatment of 
our Agents sent to Dawood Khan, and his unrea¬ 
sonable demand upon this place.” 

or seven %edks passed away, w hen wc find 
the following entry. 

“ Thursday, 26 th March. We not only having 
the news from our own people at the Camp, but 
it being like general report of the wrhole country 
that Dawood Khan intends to come to St. Thome, 
w ho wc are contideut has ill d<isigns against us, 
anti to picvent the same it rctiuirtss our utmost 
endeavours. Therefore wo order that the Pay- 
niastcr ente^jJ^iins wliat Eqjpoots offer tfieir servitijs 
(they being people most to be relied upon in time 
of troubles) and that he turns out as many Peons 
in the room of them.” 
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In the following months Bawood Khan appcavs 
to have entertained some designs on Fort St* 
David as appears from the following' extracts. 

“ Thursday, S^th April. Th« (aovemor ac-^ 
quainting tlie Council that this morning he receiv¬ 
ed advice from Mr. Fraser at Fort St. David, that 
tlm Dutch had been at Conimeer a viewing, 
surveying, anc^measuring n Factory there that was 
formerly ours ; and that Dawood Khatds Mauldars 
were with them. So it h rational to believe that 
the Dutch have a design to purchase it of this 
Nabob. To prevent wliich, for tluit it would not 
only be a great inconvenicney to our atfairs at 
Fort St. David’s, but likewise a gre<it discre^lit to 
see a Dutch Flag hoisted upon our English settle¬ 
ment ; it is resolved lltat the Governor writes a 
letter to Governor Conans, who is still at Sadras- 
pa^in, to ac(piaint him with what he luuirs, and il' 
possible to prevent lys making any further progress 
therein.” This journey was postponed till after 
the dcpartui’c of Daw'ood Kbaft. 

*' Thursday, 27th May. We being informed 
that Dawood Khan is coining to Chillambaram, 
near Fort St. Davul’s, against wdneh place "we ha\c 
just reason to fear he has ill designs ; #iit is pro¬ 
posed by the President that he himself goes thither 
on the ‘‘ Advice” frigate, with two of the Council 
of this place and the Secretary, and carry wdth 
them thirty, men of this Garrison, and stores 
and necessaries for presents, which a^fcordiugly are 
ordered to be proviJed.” « 

A.t the beginning of July the ‘Nabob Diiwood 
Khan returned to St, Thome, within four miles of 
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Fort St. George, and noj? the entries begin to 
grow exciting. 

Tuesdiiy, July. We being credibly in¬ 
formed of Nabob Dawood Khan coming to St. 
Thomd, and tha^^he will be these in a few days, 
being now upon his march,— it is agreed that a 
present be prepai*ed for him and the Dewan and 
jluxie, the particulars to be hereafter concerted. 

‘‘ Wednesday, 3nd. This day tlawood Khan 
coming to St. I'homc, we sent Narrain to wait on 
the I>ewan, to know when would ho the properest 
time to attend the Nabob with oar present; who 
in tlie evening returned and brought us word, that 
the l>ewan advised u| to-morrow morning. 

“ '(he Gavnson being in good oida , the ^ov^- 
nor gave out necessary directions to be very &< rict 
in their duty and keep both companies to their 
anna, to prevent surprise, and ordered the Gunner 
to shot all the Guns upon the works toward St. 
Thomd • 

“ Thursday, 3rd. ^ We having agreed the amount 
of the present to the Nal)ob, Dewan, and Ihixie, 
and Mr. Ellis oUering liiraself to go with it, it was 
iigi’eed that he and Mr. Pavenport should go, with 
('Hptain Lambevt; the lal^er out of curiosity, being 
desirous IcPsee the Nabob, And it is ordered that 
Narrain and the Moollah should go with them as 
Linguists. So abemt ten this morning they set 
out, attended with a Serjeant and tlireo Files of 
Grenadiers. 

The Linj^iists going directly to the Dewan to 
give an acrouut ^of ^^le presents for himself, flic 
Nabob, and Duxie, lie eomplaiucd tltai the ready 

w 1 
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money for the Nabob was too little; so desired that 
the Persian mare might oe returned, and two half 
pieces of yellow cloth, and that tl^ Nabob might 
have one ihoiisaiul llcipee-s in the room of it. Of 
which Mr, Ellis s^qtiaiivted the (rbvemor by note, 
who with the advice of the Council sent him one 
lliousand Itupees. 

“ About eight this night Mr. Ellis and the 
others refcameu from St. Tljome, acquainting,us of 
the odd sort of reception tht'v hail from the Nabob, 
and that he had returned all his presents cxc(q>t two 
parrots ; and that the Dewan accej'»ted of the cloth 
and other things, hut the monev intended for him 
was brought bticlv, they huviu^g not an opportunity 
to give it him after their visiting the Nabob.^. Ah 
the Buxio’s presimt was likewise brought back, and 
one of the Grenadiers died so soon as returned 
hither. 

“ The Council to be summoned to meet at seven 
o’clock to-morrow moniing witli the Communders 
of the Europe ships, to consult what is most pro- 
per to be done to rcmfovco the Garrison ami pre¬ 
vent the Nabob from doing us any miscliicf. 

“ Friday, 4th. Wc being informed by people 
that wc ki^cp at St: Thoi ic.^ that after *Mr. Ellis 
and the others came away last night, the Nabob 
at his l)nr])ar, in diseuurao about this place, was 
saying that ten thousand Pagodiis pliould not ex¬ 
cuse us reflecting upon the amount of our reve¬ 
nues, and paiticularly upon the Tobacco and Betel, 
___!_; _Aj _ t: _ 

^ Da wood Xhan was evideut’iy be^jring in mind the 
amoroit received by Zulfikar Khan. 
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urid our building tha'BI^k town wall, and several 
oilier things. From wliicli wc infer, as likewise from 
all his actions^iiiee he w^is Nabob, that wc must 
expcict no favojjr from l^m; for yesterday of his 
own accord, he told our Linguists that he had sent 
four Ohobdars and twenty-five men as a safe guard 
to prevent any of his army plundering our villages 
(Egmore, Pursewaiikum, and Tr^ijilicane). Not¬ 
withstanding which lh(^y fell in upon one of them 
this morning, and carried off a great quantity of 
straw and firewoo{L Whereupon the (^cufTnor 
wrote the Kal)ob and Dewau the two folioVring 
letters. 

“To Nabob Daw^od Khan, at. St. Tliome. ^ 

‘^Your Excellency on coining to St. T'liome was 
so just and generous as to appoint your own peo' 
pic to guard our towns, to prevent their being 
plundered, which occasioned my not sending any 
of our own ])Cople ; but 1 am just now informed 
that your men have fallen m on the towns and 
pluiidevod them, wind) is contrary to the trust re¬ 
posed in your Excdlency’s word and justic<'. 

Thom -vs Pitt.” 

“if the Bewan Mahomed Seid, at 8t. Thome. 

“ It is a great saiisfftftion to me that we have a 
person ot*yoiir honour and wortii to be our friend , 
for which ucknowkdgemeiits shall never bo want- 
ing. 

“ The Nabob out of his own generosity a^jpoint- 
cd guards for our towns, winch prevented our send¬ 
ing .some of^ur own ; but this inoniing, oord^rary 
to Ids w'onl of,hoii3ur, Jiis people are jdundering 
them. I am unwilling to occasion troubles in tin* 
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King’s country, therefore I write to your honour, 
his Majesty’s Dewan* What can I write more ? 

Thomas Pm/* 

“ We considering tha^. if there be not a stop put 
to these unseason^le demands of Nabobs, that the 
ill consequences will in a little time be no less 
than a vast annual charge to this place; and we 
all uiianimoii^y concluding this to be a proper 
time to withstand them, being itiformed that his 
army consists of no more than three thousand 
horse and seven thousand foot, we think ourselves 
in a condition, W'itli the force w^e have and can 
raise, to baffle him if ho offers to make any attempt 
upon us. So by order of thcj,Governor and Coun¬ 
cil, and advice of the Commanders of the Eurojie 
ships and Commission Officers of the Garrison, it 
is resolved that the following measures be taken. 

“ 1st. Tliat the Europe ships to-mon*ow morning 
land men according to charter party, viz., fifty 
out of the ** Bedfonb” thirty from the ** Duchess,” 
thirty from the Phoenix,’V which -will tnake a 
good Marine Company. 

“ 2nd. That tlie drained Bands of this nlace 
be to-morrow raised, and that Captain PlerSi be 
appointed Captain, Mr. B^rlu be Lieutenant, and 
Mr. Wigioore be Ensign. * 

'' 3rd. That about one hundred and twenty of 
the Portuguese inhabitants are to be immediately 
raised and armed and formed into a Company, and 
be commanded by Captain Emmanuel de Silva. 

" 4th; That the Paymaster eittertains one 
hundred Peons to lie out as sbouts-for intelligence, 
and reinforce our best watching place.s. 
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“ 6 th. That all the Company’s cloth be 
brought in from the wasWs, washed and unwasU- 
ctl, to preventi^ts being plundered ; and that the 
likeliest men of the watcljps be armed and posted 
in out out vill^es. % 

“ So all the preparations we are capable of be¬ 
ing made for the deleuce of the place, we resolve 
that if the Nabob will not accept of the present 
we first proffered him tluit he shall nave nothing.” 

Monday, 7th. The Governor and Council, 
with the advice of the Commanders of the Europe 
ships and Commission Officers of the Garrison, 
quartered the men and appointed their particular 
I>osts, it being very^hotly re|X)rted that the Nabob 
is making great preparations to come agaihst 

US. 

The determined attitude of Governor Pitt seems 
to have made p deep impression upon the Nabob. 
He saw that lus thniats were disregarded, and that 
the little English Garrison \Tiere prepared to come 
to blows. The following extracts are more illus¬ 
trative of the character of Native governments in 
India, than any lustoiy we have ever pcjiised. 

Monday, 7th. (Continued,) Our MooUah at 
St. Thomd advises thjjtt in conference with the 
Dowan this day, the Bewan told him he feared 
some ill event if we sent not ten thousand Pago- * 
das ; aud that sum would effectually procure all 
we requested. Whereupon answer was returned 
the MooUah, to be imparted to the Bewan, that wc 
expected n® new grants, only a conjirraation of 
our perwajinas, in J)ossession, and that we Jould 
not add anything to what first sent.” 
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Ttiesday, 8th. The^ Governor receiving this 
(lay a letter from the Dcwan, acquaints (he Council 
therewith, translate whereof is eq^ered after this 
consultation ; the purport heing to advise ue, that 
lie had apprised «fche anger of the Nabob, who 
would now accept our present, which we intend 
shall be sent him to-morrow morning.” 

“ From Dewa^i Mahomed Seid. 

My constant prayers to heaven is for peace and 
quietness to the whoh', world, and it is my endea¬ 
vours to forward the same w hen it lies in my 
power. Accordingly I did tlic utmost to apjiease 
the Nabob, which is now ed'oeted and he satished. 
You may now p(‘iuI on(j of yoi^r trusty Englishmcu 
with Namuii and Moollah and the present which 
was retuviK'd, w'liieli 1 wnll see ])reaented and 
procure their dispatch ; as it is my temper to 
make up all dillerene^'s, so ynur Honour may,rest 
assuit'd of me for vouv mediator. What else 
material (Vjja Ahmed will Inform you.” 

Wednesday, IHh. Tlic Opvemor and rouncil 
being met, dispatclicil away the presents that were 
returned, with Narrain and our Moollah j adding 
to the Nabpb’s present a Looking (Hass, a China 
lanthoni, Hvo China Cheats, ami a Hog to a Hog 
( ? pair of dogs) ; the Governor ana^fering the 


Dewan’s letter as follow,>i. 

To Dmvaii Mahomed Soifl at Bt Thome. 

" I heartily join with your llonotir in wishing 
peace and quietness to the wdiolc world, and shall 
rdways do and conliibute what lies iu<**ny power to 
effect the same, when it is to be had on honourable 
and just terms. T have sent Narrain and Coja 
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Ahmed with the present |hat was retun^ed, desir¬ 
ing that it may bo delivcnW as was first designed. 

1 shall always acknowledge your Honour’s favour, 
and proclaim you to th| w^orld to be a matt of 
honour and ju^ice. July 9 th,•1701. 

Thomas Pitt.” 

Thursday, 10th. Harrain and the MooUah 
returned abcyxt one o’clock this luprning from St. 
Thome, and give us the following account. 

“ That the Nabob received his present very 
kindly wdth great expre.ssions of friendship, and 
s(‘.nt a Horse and Tasheriff to (he Gov'crnor. That 
the Dewan had received his prt!S<?nt, but told them, 
that he had added ^500 l{np(,*es of his owm to jLla' 
Nabob’s lo make it acceptable to hijii, fthe mean¬ 
ing of which we well understand), and told them 
that if Gpja Aluned and our Moollah should come 
to-mon’ow, he^wouhl give him Pcrwaimas for cou- 
firuiation of our ])nvilrges. 

This sudden aJteratiinF liappening makes us 
fear a snak(i in thcigrass, and re'>cjjve tluit we will 
not disbriud any of our forces till ids army marches. 

A l« 

“ Friday, liUi. This day the Nabob sent us 
word that to-morrow himself, tlie Dewan, and 
Ihixie would dine with us, and dcsinal to know 
with whift atbrndailoo we w*ouhi admit him. Wc., 
would fain have evaded it, but i.he itiesseMger he 
scut, pressing us so hard for a direct answ er, wo 
sent lum word that the honour was loo great to 
desire it, and greater than wc t;x])C0ted ; arni if ho 
pleased to (^me, he should be very W'elcoiuej^aiid 
we be ready torf’eceiTc liim in the Gurrison with one 
hundixid horse. So all imaginable preparation is 
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ordered to be made, and Messrs. Marshall and 
Mevercll (two of the Couiieil) Attended with teu 
Files of Grenadiers ordered to meet and receiro. 
him at Mr. Ellis’s Garden to conduct him into 
town. e . ^ 

Saturday, 12th. About twelve this noon, the 
Nabob, the fcing’s I)ewan and Buixie were con¬ 
ducted into town by Messrs. Marshall and Meve- 
rell; the streets being lined with sefldiers from 
St. Thom^ Gate up to the Fort, and the works that 
way manned with the Marine Company htmdsoiue- 
iy clothed with red coats and caps, and the cur¬ 
tains of the Inner Fort with our Train Bands, all 
which made a very handsome appearance. The 
Governor attended with the Council, the Mayor, 
the Commanders of the Europe ships, and some 
of the Principal Freemen, received him (the 
Nabob) a little way out of the Gate of the 
Fort; and after embracing each othei*, the Go¬ 
vernor presented him with a small ball of Amber¬ 
grease cased with gold and a g(|ld chain to it, and 
tlicn conducted liim into the Fort and carried him 
up to his lodgings ; wdien after sitting some time, 
the Nabob was pleased to ptiss very great compli¬ 
ments upon us, commenditjg the place us to what 
he had hitherto seen of it, and gave us lEill assur- 
^ ance of his friendship ; after which the Governor 
set hy liim tw^o cases of rich cordial waters and 
called for wine, bidding him welcomp by bring 21 
peices of Orduaiice. Soon after the Governor 
drunk to him the Mogul’s health withi^^l ynct^es of 
Ordfianee ; and the principal Ministers of State 
(our friends), as also the Nabob, Dew^an, and 
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Buxies« 81 piecies of^dnance eack ^ All ifliich 
kealtlis tke Hakob pledged iu the eordU watm. 
So, soon after, ^he Dinner beb^ rei^y, which waA^ 
dressed and managed by a Persian inhabitant, the 
Cb^emor conducted the ^abobUnto the Oonaulta- 
tion room, which was Teiy handsomely set out in 
all respects, the dinner consisting of about sit 
hundred dishes small mdi great, *01 which the 
Kabobi Dewaa, and Buxie and all that came with 
him, eat very heartily, and ve^ much (ximmended 
their entertonnnent. After dinner they Were di¬ 
verted with the dancing Wenches,* We Nabob 
was presented with cordial waiters, French brandy^ 
and embroidered China quilts, all whh^ he deAhs^ 
The Dewan upon his promising us a Perwanna had 
a Ituby Bing. The Buxie had one likewise offered 
him, but refused it, and seemed all da| out of 
humour, occa^ned, as we are informed, by some 
words that had passed tliis day between the Nabobs 
Dewan, and him before they bame hither. 

“ About six in the evening they returned to St. 
Thome, the Governor and Council, and gentlemen 
in town, with the Commanders of the Europe ships, 
waiting on them without the Gate of the Port * 
where they mounted thear horses and were attend¬ 
ed by MdSsrs. Marshall aud Meverell to the place 
they received them, and at their going out o? St. 
Thomas’s Gate were saluted with 31 pieces of 
Ordnance. 

Messrs. Marshall and Meverell returning, ac¬ 
quainted thi Governor that the Nabob dc^ed 
to-morrow morningT:o go aboard one of the Eu¬ 
rope ships, and in order thereto that six Mussoolas 

xl 
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might be sent to TripUoafe; w:hich was According¬ 
ly doiie> and the BngUsh ships boats ordered to 
attend him. t 

** Sunday, 13thl idjb^, sev^ o’clock this 
morning Messrs. Marshall and Mev^dll went to 
Triplicane^ in order to wait on £he I^abob aboard 
the English ships, and the Commanders went off 
to receive himi but the Nabob having b^n very 
drunk over night, was not in a condition to go, 
and deferred it till to-morrow morning. 

“ The Breakfast we intended aboard ship for 
the Nabob, was sent to St. Thom^ wliich he ac¬ 
cepted very kindly. 

** This day the Buxie sent f,to the Grovemor to 
desire leave to come into town, to dine witji a 
Persian of his acqiraintanoe, and afterwards that 
he might see the Company’s Garden, which was ao 
cordingly granted; where we sent Nar^aln to wait 
on him and see whether he was in a better humour 
than yesterday, and K) present him with the Bing 
wiiich he refused, with a gold#', Snuffbox, both to 
the value of about seventy live Pagodas; both 
which he accepted, declaring that he had no resent¬ 
ment against the English, but should be ready to 
serve them upon all occasions, but he thought in 
j the management of these affairs the B’ewan had 
not done fairly by him. 

“ The friendship ot this Buxic is not so much 
desired for the Post he is now in, but that he is of 
very good family, and has many relations near the 
king. ^ 

Monday, 14tli, We hatf several alarms from 
St. Thoind that the Nabob was on board 
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but bis tnind alter^ii; and tben he dedrcd to 
isee the Company's Garden, ndii<di tire n^<J nil 
means to diveif him fiom, by reason in going to 
it, he milst ha# had a llfew di the nreakest 
part of the town. This day he sent word to the 
Governor that he was informed fiom Abdul Labby 
Governor nf Chillambaram, that our Deputy Go¬ 
vernor of JPbrt St David protected the ijng’s 
enemiea; imd desired that we would take care that 
the like be not done for the thture.' The Govern 
nor answered that he vi^ould imirtedhitely write 
away to Fort St. David about it, which was ac¬ 
cordingly done, 

"Tuesday, 15lh^ This morning the Nabob 
sent word to the Governor that he would udafce' 
him a visit at the Coittpany’s Garden; wheteupjm 
NaiTain was sent to endeavour to divert nifn 


from it, which if ho could not do, that then In 
advise the time of his coming So Narrain about 
twelve at noon sent to the Governor to acquaint 
that the Nabob waS coming with a great detach¬ 
ment of horse and foot with all his elephants, and 
what he meant by it be could not imagine. So 
the Governor ordered .immediately to beat up fear 
the Trainbands and the Marine Company, and 
drew out a detachment e hundred men under 
Captain Seaton to attend him and those gentle¬ 
men of the Council who went to the Garden 
'to receive the Nabob. 3ut Namdn seeing 


the Nabob (^ming in such a manner, told him 
it would create a jealousy in the Governor, and 
desired him to Wt until he sent the Governor 
word and received his answer* Buf before the 
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answer came, tbe Nabob waa got ioto a Portuguese 
Chapel very drunk and fell A^eep, and as soon as 
waked, wluch was about four in the after¬ 

noon, he ordered his dninp to mireh towards the 
little Mount, wheffe lie pitdiied his tents, and sent 
to the GoTemor to excuse his not eoniing to the 
Garden, and desired bixn to send a doaen bottles 
of cordial wators, which were sent hiiib« 

” Wednesday 10th. Tbis morning our spies 
wrltiug us tlmt the Nabob with his army continu¬ 
ed encamped at the Httle Mount i mado us un¬ 
willing to disband aay of our forces. 

Thursday, This day the spies torn the 

Camp advises that the Nabolr* was marched with 
his army about a mile on the other side of Poona- 
mallee.’* 

Thus Bawood Khan disappeared for a while ; the 
remainder of his proceedings will be recorded in 
our next chapter, 
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CHAPTEl Xl^I. 

, » ^ M ' ' 

' I 

BLOCKA.BE OF FOKT ST. OfiOBOK BY VX\VQ(^ 

BIBaB IK TUB QOVEBNOESHIB OF ME. 

TUOMAS FXTT, 

1702. 

Tb© eveititB ecainedted witli t^e blockade of'Focfe 
St. George by tbe Nalwb Bai^^ood KkaB, wjfl IbriE 
the conclusion of the first portion of our akiJtches 
and illustrations of ^ Madras in tfib Otdeh 
They are recorded so fully* and clearly in the odn- 
sultatiou books, that a few explanations inserted 
here and there^ arc sufficient to render them easily 
Bpprehmded, hf the general reader. Accordingly 
rrith these exceptions we le^ve the Government 

diary to tdl its own taie. 

"Wednesday, Tm January, 1702. We being 
jealous Irom the reports of the country, as well ns 
cautions given us from Surat, that the Mogul go¬ 
vernment design us trordrles; and being apprehen¬ 
sive the v>orst they can do is to stop ii’ide and pro¬ 
vision's by land, and commit devastations upon our 
towns, which lie a small distance from us; and 
considering we are not able to protect them by de¬ 
taching foot forces on all occasions, for that by the 
extrexaity offbeat they are incapable of inarching 
and doing service afterwards, experience of w4iicii 
liath already cost many lives. Wherefore wc have 
resolved to give encouragement as formerly to all 
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the Company’s aetvant#to keigjAoi^s, aM 
allow thbm fifty fknams per the 

charge thereof, to commence ftolh the 1st of 
Ff^ruary next. In ctfiiaidi^tioif^ ^f which, all 
such horses and %eir accotttrcmeuis ifiui}! be for 
the service of the garrison, and to be sent upon 
any expedition as the Ooyemmeiit shall think fit; 
but if such horles shad be killed or spoiled in the 
service of the garrison, thc^ are to be paid for by 
the Hon’ble Company, and to be valued by the 
Governor and Council, or such indifferent persons 
as they shall appoint to do the samI/** 

Wednesday, 28th. Early this mormng set 
out our Moollah for the Nabiyb Bawood Khan’s 
Camp, (he having wrote the President to send him 
and Narrain), to remain thafe as our Vakeel; who 
had verbal instructions to answer the complaints, 
should any be made against us, of what kind so¬ 
ever. ' It being advised by our spies that tins Na¬ 
bob with his army are near, and upon their march 
to St. Thome, but their desigif not known. Also 
sent in our htoollah's company, the Nabob’s 
Ousbadar, whom he had sent to us some days past 
for liquors, and cm?ried fo^y bottles of brandy 
distilled here with all manfier m spices, f 

“ Thursday, 29th. Nabob Bawood ibian, Be- 


* The troubles Surat had been occ^ioned by cer-' 
tain piracies committed on the high s^, whiou the 
Mogul’s Glovenunent charged against the Company, and 
desired to make the Company responsilfie. The evil 
had been aggravated by the xivah^ betv^n the Old and 
New Companies; the latter charging the former with 
being implicated ia the piracies. 
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Avan,, and Buwje ^ybg night at, St, Thome 
with conaiderahlf forces of hprse and foot; and 
the occasion off their coming being varioualj 
ported, and wqi^being J^ous that there are ill 
designs on foot against: ^ts j^ace i to prevent 
their effecting wliich, we respjive to make ourselves 
as formidable as possible^ for whieh end have 
taken the following resolutions, vhp.* 

That the Trainbands of this city be immedi^ 
ately raised. 

That to-mom>w morning the Tortngnese Mi^ 
litia be raised and posted at the outworl^. 

“ That both pur Company aoldiei^ lie at their 
arms night and day |uring the enctopment near 
us. , , 

That two hundred Bajpoots be taken into 
service, to guard our out towns and the Company’s 
cloth at the w^hers. 

“ That wliat Lascars, not exceeding CO or 70, 
be entertained to assist the Gt^vemor. 

“ That to-morronf morning our Brahmin Paupa 
be sent to our Moollali in the Nabob’s Camp; and 
both of them go with a compliment from the Pre¬ 
sident to the Nabob, Dewan, and Buxie, aud car¬ 
ry with them a smftlU pr«^ent of Bose water, 
Acheen oAnges, and sweetmeats.’* 

Very late the same n%ht the following event 
was entered in the consultations. 

About eleven o’clock this night received ad¬ 
vises from our Moollali that he had waited on the 
Nabob, who%eemed very pleasaht but the Dewan 
otherwise; and, thaf the Nabob had sometlting 
to say to ym to-morrow.*’ 
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Friday, 30tL This 4ay our MooUah and Brai-* 
xain Paupa waited on tW Nabob, Bewau, iiynd 
Buxie, as was yesterday ordered,invho were v^y 
kindly received ; from which vre iifer, it being tie 
opinion also of mlny of the Native^, that they 
working some ill designs against us. > ^ ‘ 

“ Saturday, 81st* The Nabob sent, his GUoba- 
dars aa a safeguard to Egmore and our other new 
towns. 

** Wednesday, 4<th. Gopal Naick, a considera¬ 
ble man in ilie countiy, coming to make the G(^- 
vernor a visit, it was thought fit with the advice 
of the Council to present him with five yards of 
fine scarlet broad cloth, a sY^ord blade, and two 
looking glasses ; his relations being the persons 
that procured the king of Golconda^ firmaun for 
the settlement of this place ; and the chief of his 
retinue being tasheriffed with five yards of red 
perpetuanoBs, and the rest rosewater sprinkled with 
betel, they all went Viway, after passmg great im- 
coniiuns upon the place and justice of the EngUsh 
Government, 

“ The Nabob Bawood Khan having been seve¬ 
ral days at St. Thome, and our Moollah attencUng 
him, whom he sent fpr before he arrived there, 
pretending great business of importance,hnd liaving 
not as yet imparted anything j he was ordered 
yesterday to wait on the Nabob to receive his com¬ 
mands, and know the ocensioa of his b<>iug sent 
for ; who received for answer that he (the Nabob) 
expected some EngUshmen to conuf- to him, and 
that too not without a present; pretending how 
much he had been our friend, having never wrote 
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{^aiiist us to Court, uortnfonnod the Idng of our 
revenues, to whom wlis due a great sum foraiTears 
thereof. The^Iooilah i*etoning this morning to 
carry an answe#to tdjat tie N&ob demanded, it 
was resolved as follows. That whereas he (the 
Kabob) had sent for the English, Erench, Butch, 
Banes, and Portuguese, (from which we infer and 
are jealous that he has an order frSm the - King to 
oblige all Europeans on this side the cotmiry to 
give security for all Piracies committed in ifiese 
seas, as they have forced tbelb to do at Burat)^ it 
is resolved that no English ^; besides should 
any be sent, we could not avoid a present going 
with them, which Ivould be of ill conseigfuence 
to the Company’s affairs for the future, we 
liaving given him a pi-esent about six months 
since, wluch would not only be pleaded here¬ 
after as cxistomary by himself, but by all suc¬ 
ceeding Nabobs. And as to our revenues, we 
ordered our Mooilah to tell him they were only 
raised upon our dWn people, and such nccpiired 
considerable fortunes in our service ; and that w© 
w'ere ready to demonstrate, not only that we daily 
gave eubsistance to aji least two hundred thousand 
people subjects to the iftogul, but that there also 
arose yearly by the trade of the place, a vast sum < 
to the King’s treasury ; and whereas we imported 
to a great amount of silver and gold, wc expoited 
nothing but the produce of the comitry aiul the 
labour of hi^people; fmd that rather than be sub¬ 
ject to such Erequent presents, it would be more to 
the Company V advantage that the King gave us 
some years to get in our effects, and then demolish 
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our settlement md tiis eotliitry. And this 
message the Moollaii is ordered toddliTer» resolviti|; 
to send no English nor present/^ ^ 

The receipt of this pefbmptpiy n^ssage appears 
to have determined Batrood Klmn upon blookading 
both the city of Madras and Fort &t. George. Little 
time was lost. On Wednesday, as we have indicated, 
the Moollah sent to St. Thom^. On the fol¬ 
lowing Friday the result was recorded in the con¬ 
sultation book. 

** Friday, 6th. This morning early wc had news 
brought us, that the Nabob had stopped all provi¬ 
sions and all goods coming in and going out of 
this town; and particularlyf'some cloth of the 
Company’s coming, which soon after, we were 
advised he had carried to St. Thom^ before 
w'c could draw out our forces to rescue it ; tmd 
we discovered several bodies of horse marching at 
a distance without opr bounds. About noon our 
Moollah retunied from St. Thomd, advising m the 
Nabob had sent for him, a^d showed him the 
King’s order, and given him a copy thereof, trans¬ 
late of wdiich appears after this Consultation. So 
w^e immediately raised our 'J'rainbanda and Portu¬ 
guese Militia of the placS, and appointed them 
j their j^articular posts for the defence thereof. ' 

“ Translate of the Hosbiilhocum frem the King, 
with Assid Khan’s seal, dated 16th Novemter, 
1701, in the 46th year of the King’s reign. 

** To Bawood Khan, all health. 

The English and other. Europeans having 
entered into a contract to defend oitr subjects from 
Piracies committed on the seas ; notwithstanding 
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whioli they have^ seized aad pluadered Moor’s 
ships : therefore I hare wrote all Sabahs and 
Dewans, that manner of .trade be interdicted 
with those natitns througftout our dominions j and 
tliat you seize on all their effects whereever they 
can be found, and take them carefully in your 
possession, sending an inventory thereof to me ; 
and it is likewise further ordered that you confine 
their persons, but not to dose imprisonment. I 
write you this by the King’s command, which you 
are to obey, anct biow that this is a firm decree 
for so doing; an answer t 4 which, with the news 
that relates hereunto, we demand with all 
pedition.” | 

“ Copy of the Moollah’s declaration, delivered 
here upon his return from St. Thonie. 

“ This day (Friday, 6th February, 1768), the 
Nabob, Dewan, Imaura Beague, and Mahomed 
Amin ]\fers]ieriff, sent for us ^ the Dewan’s house; 
where tlie Nabob told me that the gi*eat God knows 
that he ever had a hearty respect for the English, 
and did never wish them tiny hurt, saying, here is 
the llosbulliocum which the King has sent me to 
seize Factories and ail ^ their effects ; which, as I 
style myself the King’s slave, I must dbey him, 
though, says he, we do not care to fight them, but < 
in case they begin we are ready. The Nabob like¬ 
wise told me, that we had roceivM of the late 
week^ (“ Advice” frigate) seven hundred thousand 
Pagodas, which appertains to the King, and we 

_A-—_ 

* The Mogul’^ Oovemment claimed all wrecks as the 
property of the King. 
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must be auswerablo fo?f, it, tr if we liAd any 
Urmaiuiti to tliis purpose we must show them hitn» 
whidi is the reason your effects a!% hy the 
King’s orders, whose casmmand w«»must ohey> 

I did see the tWo Hosbulhocums, one to the 
Nabob imd one to the Bewan, the one sealed with 
wax the other with ink, to which tlie Nabob bid 
me send an answer. -The Dewan at the same time 
telling me I should not be dejected, for they would 
be answerable for double what eliould be lost.” 

The same Friday tlie proceedings of Pawood 
Khan and the receipt of the Hosbulhocum were duly 
debated upon in Council; and it was resolve<l that 
the Prt^^^ident should send the ft ilowing letter to the 
Nabob. 

“ To his Excellency Dawood Khan, 

“ This morning our Moollah came to me, who 
shews me the copy of an Order said to be from the 
great Assid Khan, charging all Europeans with 
Piracy, and that by a writing they are answerable 
for the same. We have been fciformed that there 
was such a witing extorted from the English, 
French, and Dutch at Surat, which amongst us is 
of no value, being forced from us ^ nor will the 
same be regarded more p'ariicularly by^us, who 
Jiave been so great sufferers ourselves ; and besides, 
our King have not been at so little charge as two 
hundred thousand Pagodas to extirpate those vil¬ 
lains. 

“ The goods you have seized to-day^ I doubt not 
but you were advised what valve was thereof. 

" And as to what your Excellency was pleased 
to say i^latiiig to the wreck, we have tlie law of 
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God md all nations on ijpx side; for no ship is a 
wreck, whilst to pro|>rietc»s keep possession^ and 
had you tatoi the least thing of her, you must 
have been acciuntftble* a» you will be for many 
other things you have Already dfcie, 

“ Your Hosbulhocum says, we are not to be 
close confined; and your iJs-oelleney said to the 
Moollah that you care not to# fight ua, but 
are resolved if possible to starve ns by stopping 
all provisions. We can put no other construetion 
on this, than declaring a war with all Hurope 
nations, and accordingly we shall a^, Bated in 
Fort St George, 8th Fehniary, 170S|IP^ 

I Thomas 

A letter to the same effect was also written to 
the I)cwan, Mahomed Seid. 

Tl*e nett chiy, Satmday, the forces of the'Nabob 
began to plunder Egmore, Pursewaukmn, and 
Triplicane; and many of th^ inhabitants of’ Madras 
began to desert the place. A full account of these 
events, and a cop^f of lettei’s %vhich wore this day 
received from the Nabob and the Dewair are en¬ 
tered in the consultations as follows, 

“ Saturday, 7th, ^This day the Nabob’s forces 
plundered our out tow^s of SK)me straw and paddy, 
and drove away the inhabitants ; and tlie poor# 
people that lived in our suburbs and Black-town, 
being so intimidated by the approach of the Moors 
army, and the preparations we made for pur de¬ 
fence, sevejal thousands deserted us ; and the 
Farmers of the Ti^bacco and Betel complainiug ^ 
that they couM not collect the revenues by reason 
of these troubles, and more particularly Betel 
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being stopped, which woi^d in a few days occasion 
great clamours amongst the inhabitants ; so that 
tor tlie encouragement of all to feteal it in, we 
have ordered that the Farmers ceasf> from collect¬ 
ing these revenues \ill the troubles ate over.” 

The letter from the Nabob was as follows. 

From Dawood Khan Nabob to tlie Governor 
of Chinnapatamf 

“ I received your letter and observe the contents 
thereof ; and as to what you write about stopping 
provisions and goods and your trade, it is done by 
the King’s^rder, as a means to interdict your 
trading, mu say that tlie King of England has 
spent 200,000 Pagodas to dftstvoy the Pirates, 
which was our King made sensible of, it would re¬ 
dound to your advantage. 

You also wrote sometlung else, but as for me 
1 have no other order from the King than mention¬ 
ed to you ; but il’ you have any ill designs, I know 
how to deal with you; but I give you my best 
udrice because I wish you well.’^ 

The letter from the Dewan was to the same ef¬ 
fect. President Pitt replied to both in similar 
terms. We need therefore only extract his answer 
to the Nabob. ' » 

e‘‘ To Nabob Dawood Klnin, 

“ 1 received your Excellency’s letter and observe 
the contents ; and, as I take it, in that paper you 
call the King’s order," there is nothing about stop¬ 
ping provisions, for that, in all parts of, the world, 
^ is publishing a war between niition and nation; 
though we have sufficient for our people for two 
years, Iresidcs the sea open to us. 
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That our King hasjbeen at 200,000 Pagodaa 
charga to suppress Pirates^ is a thing known to al 
nations, as alio to yours, for four of his men of 
war were in th» road. * * 

** We have lived in this country nearly one hun¬ 
dred years, and never had any ill designs, nor can 
your Eicellency, or any one else, charge us with 
any ; and it is very hard that sn8h unreasonable 
orders should be issued out against us only, when 
they relate to all Europeans, none excepted as I 
can perceive ; and whether it be fur the good of 
your kingdom to put such orders m execution, 
your Excellency is the l)est jutlge. * 

We are upon tie defensive part and so shall 
continue, remembering the unspeakable damages 
you have not only clone us in our estates, but also 
in our reputation, which is, far more valuable to 
us, and will be most resented by the King of our 

nation. • 

• Thomas Pitt/" 

The same day the Presidency of Port St. George 
despatched general letters to Fort St. David, 
sulipatani, and Vizagapatam, “ enclosing translate 
of the Mogul’s irosDU&ocum, and giving leave to 
the two latter places to -withdraw Wther, if they, 
apprehended that the order would any ways affect 
them.’" 

“Sunday, 8th. About noon wc Imd news 
brought us ^Vom our out guards, that a party 
of horse were drawing down towards our W'ailiers, ^ 
who had cloth*in their hands to a very considera¬ 
ble amount; upon wliich wc sent out a pnrty of 
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horse and foot to protect same, .whose appear¬ 
ance cau^d them to march otf. 

“ ^Monday, 9th. Last night th#** Governor I'c- 
ceived a letter fro|ji ty’ Dewan, fthe purport of 
which was, that matters were not to he accommo¬ 


dated by letters, but by sending some judicious 
person. Whereupon the Governor summoned a 
Council, with <lhe Mayor, Military Officers, and 
chief inhabitants of the place» to consider what 
was most proper to be done. Upon wlxicli, itis 
resolved to send onr Moollah, W'ho by reason of 
his caste they dare not affront or abuse, who is to 
hear what they have to say, but answer to nothing 


till he lias (brection from the Governor. Ac¬ 
cordingly this night he is ordered to go to St. 
Thome. 


“ lliis day again, we had many thousands of the 
inhabitants deserted their habitations, being nicst- 
ly women and children. We heard that the Na¬ 
bob had taken four Englishmen prisoners at St. 
Thom(^ coming overland from Tort St. David, be¬ 
ing some sailors ])elonging to the ** Advice*’ frigate 
and soldiers of that place, who had leave to come 
hither. ^ 

Tuesday, 10th. The Merchants , acquaint 
t^ that the Moors have seijsed 40 ox loads of the 
Company’s doth, and canied it into St, Thom^ 
being come away before their orders could reach 
their Factors for not sending more; aiid they 
further acquaint us, that they understand the 
Nabob has sent to seize all d^th in the W'eavers 
hands with their aocompts. 

** Wednesday, 11th. This day again the Go- 



imD *<1fl9T0BY OF MADRAS. 395 

I • 

venior summoned u General Council, and p^- 
duced a letter be had^wiibte to tbe French, Butch, 
and Banes, advise them of our cii*oumstances 
and the occasi^ thereof also the necessity of our 
joining togeth^ in this matter; wliich was de-* 
batdd and agreed that it should be translated into 
l^ortuguese, but to defer the sending of it till to¬ 
morrow night, in expectation to hear some news 
from our Mooliah before that time. (As the let¬ 
ter is merely a brief recital of circumstances with 
wliich the reader is already familiar it need not be 
published). 

“ Thursday, 13th. This day the Governor 
summoned a General Council to acquaint theta 
with what messagethe Mooliah had brought from 
the Nabob at St. Thom^, which was such rhodo- 
mantade stuff that we could iianlly give credit to 
it. He demanded .possession of our Mint; that 
his people should come into oar Town and view 
our Gbdowns, and take an account of our estates ; 
and that we should put one hundred men of theirs 
in possession of the Black town and that then 
he would write to the Kinj? that we had obeyed 
Ilk order, and moke an attestation in our behaifs, 
unto which we must»wfit an answer. Otherwise 
he would fall in upon us, and make u« surrender 
by force of arms, and cut us all off. He also told* 
the Mooliah that if we were merchants, what need 
had we of such a Foirification and so many 
Guns ; which is an argument which has been 
much used the New Company’s servants, since 
their dropping^into^his countiy ; and, as we*have • 
been informed, the same has been urged to the 

zl 



S94 HISTORY or U70f. 


King and the great men of the Kingdom at the 
Camp. ^ < 


“ It was "agreed that no answ(5r^i>e returned to 
this message, as beidg worth o€r takiivg notice 
of, but tacitly to defy their threats, 


** There being a report of our sending some 
ships into St, 'Ehom^ road to batter that place, 
the Nabob making it his refuge ; which so intimi¬ 
dated the Portuguese there, that the Bishop sent 
us a letter and protest, the translates thereof are 
entered after this consultation, and the Governor*s 
answer tliereto. 


“ Sir,— Supposing the adv[Se that I had to be 
true, that your Honour 'was resolved to send a ship 
or two to this Port to bomb the City, with inten- 
tiou to destroy it, was the reasou of my writing 
this, and to pr(‘sent your Honour the enclosed 
protest; in the first place, liumbly desiring your 
Honour to desist from your jntent, since the in¬ 
habitants have not deserved it, who on all oc¬ 
casions have behaved themselves as true friends, 
and thankful for the kindness your Honour has 
treated them with all. Bpti. when your Honour 
will not desist, I offer the enclosed protest in 
<*the name of the King of Portugal, whose city 
this is. Your Honour ought not to think strange 
of this protest, for in writing ac(?ording to our 
justice and right, it is not against the rules of 
friendship and good will, which I owe yr,ur Honour; 
. and from thence I hope your Honqur will accept 
of it, with the courtesy wherewith I offer it. 
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God prfes^ve your Honour. 8t. Ilioxa^ 13tli 
February, 170ii. • 

Your Honours humble servant «>and friend, 

^ ly:aHOP OF MJELlAPOOlt.’* 

To the Governor of Madras, ♦ 

“ Bon Gaspar Alfonso, Bishop of tho city of St. 
Thome and Meliapur, and of his- Majesty’s Coun¬ 
cil, by the absence of the deceas|d Captain More 
Lucas Luis de Oliveira. We understand by a con¬ 
stant report from Madras, that your Honour with 
the advice of your Council has made ready oue or 
two ships with instruments of war to come to this 
Port and destroy this City of St Thome; and sup¬ 
posing that we penjuade ourseJves that this is oltly 
a report, and that Jour Honour will not put in ex¬ 
ecution what is saffl, this being a city of the King 
of Portugal’s, and under his flag, wherein there is a 
Bishop, Captam More, Ovidore, and other officers 
accustomary to a city, made by him; and that 
your Honour will not break nor act against the 
Peace observed s^ many years past between the 
crowns of the most serene Kings,of Great Britain 
and Portugal; chiefly since the inhabitants of this 
city have not given any cause thereof, hut rather 
have showed themleWes on all occasions as true 
friends. ^ But when your Honour does resolve to 
act against these reasons, and break the friendship 
between the two crowns, we do protest against your 
Honour once and many times, os to the rights and 
customs of this place in behalf of the King of 
Portugal, dfid as to this city for all the evils and 
damages that shall thereby succeed; of allVhicI^ 
your Honour is to be accountable to the most 
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^tene King of Great Britam, to whom shall be 
represented all the prejudice you do to the 
King of Porliigal and this cdty ; ^n<l i#e de¬ 
sire you to accept of this Protest wiljj the courtesy 
we offer it unto yo«, for the good of our jusdce 
and right. St, Thome, lath February, 1702. 

DoK'GXsfar Alfonso, Bishop qf 
« Meliapur.*^ 


The following letter in reply was dispat^ the 
same day by president Pitt. ^ 

“ To his Lordship the Bishop of St. Thome. 

“ I received your Lordship s letter with the Pro¬ 
test and observe the contents thereof, and sliall 
take care to preserve the good i^ion between their 
Majesties the king of Portugak and the king of 
Great Britain, and the friendship that is between 
I^ur Lordship and us, for wliich I have a great 
Value ; not in the least doubting that your ^rd- 
ship, or any of your nation, would by advice or 
otherwise eive any assistance to our unreasonable 
and unjust enemies. So craving youi* Lordship’s 
blessing for success to our arms against them, and 
wishing you all health and prosperity, 

I am, ^ • 

Your Lordship’s most obedient 

humble servant, 


« Friday, 13ih. Our.MooUah returned to St. 
l%om^, and ovdeTtwl to remain there to advise us 

of ad opcurrences from time to rim® * « -r. • i 

♦ ** dispatched per Cattamaran for Fort St. David 

(to he forwarded thence) our letters to Pondicherry, 
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Negapatam, and Tranauebar, endiosmg ako 
lata ibe Mogul’s H&bulbocum. 

Mr. Chajrdin acquaints the President be bus 
received per ^attamaraa a letter from the Frenek 
Governor of Pondicherry, wMch advises that -a 
Gusbadar with six horse were come there from 
Dawood Khan, to desire their assistance of ships 
and men against this place ; blit the Governor 
pleading great business, excused hearing their 
message upon their arrival; and that night dis¬ 
patched their three ships for Europe. Also ad¬ 
vised that the Nabob had sent for the French 
second to come to him, and they were told, he 
being sick could imt go, 

“ Saturday, lAh. News brought from St 
Thomd that one ^oitsand Poligars are come dovirn 
to Dawood Khalks assistance, and now in St. 
Thome. 

Sunday, 15th, Sent thcMoolkh at St. Tbotn^, 
to be delivered the Nabob, Dewan, and Buxie, 
forty-eight Chiaa Oranges, there being no more 
good broughtw which were kindly accepted, but 
the Dewan bid the Moollah write the Governor for 
a hundred more, that he mi^t send them to Court ; 
which is understood to be one hundred shoes of 
gold, 0 ? so many thousand Pagodas or Kupee|, 
“ Monday, 16th. Information being brought, 
that a boat of the Company’s goods from Kistna- 
patain was seked by the Moors in a Cattamaram 
off Fnlicat j a Musoola was immediately sent Hence 
that way ih pursq^t of them, and four Portuguese 
soldiers weli armed, with orders to destroy sueflf 
who oppose the bringing away the goods. 
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« Friday, 20tli, Tliia day our Moolah ddqimmt< 
inff us that he had been fiiscoursing the Buxie 
about the tmubles we are now who out* 

wardly seems to be our friend, and w^ telling him 
tliat there was no oflier way to get dear of thehi 
but by a Petition to the king, and that the Nabob, 
Dewan, and himself would likewise send another 
in our behalfs. %> the Mpollah desired that he 
would be pleased to advise the method of those 
Petitions, which he immodintely did. So after 
perusing of them, wc condiuled to give no answer 
as not wortli our taking notice of ; but agreed to 
send for our Moollah hither to-morrow morning to 
give an account of his negociations/' 

The following draughts of tip proposed Peti¬ 
tions to Aurungzebe, which Presilent Pitt deeline<l 
to take into consideration, are w^khy of preserva¬ 
tion. 

The method for the Governor of Chiunapatam 
to write his Majesty flie Mogul, drawn by the 
Buxie. f 

Dawood Khax and Mahomed Said Bewan have 
receiv(Kl your Majesty’s Hosbulhocum to them, the 
purport whereof, is to seize our effects, stop our 
trade, and confine our persais* Wc humbly lay 
our lives and estates at your Majesty’s mercy, and 
are always obedient to your commands, nor arc 
we blame worthy; being fdtogether innocent of 
any Piracies committed either to Mussulman or 
any others, but on the contrary have made it the 
utmost of our endeavouring to destroy tllBse rogues. 
t)ar ships are continually going and coming on 
this side, and to this hour never robbed or plun- 
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dered a^y ship whatever, T hope your majesty 
will take this into yout gracious consideration and 
ky no hlan^ upon us/' 

From tl\| Nabob, J)ewaii, and Buxie to the 
king. ♦ 

“ The English of Chinnapatam humbly lay their 
lives and estates at your majesty’s mercy, whom 
we have invested round in oiijior to seize their 
diects, and Jiave already taken what goods we could 
hud, nor are they disobedient to your Majesty’s 
commands. 

“ Wc have made strict enquiiy^ and find that 
they have sliips always coming and going to and 
fro in these parts* and to tliis hour it was neVor 
known that theyKiave plundered either Mussul- 
men or others, resides they have been very ser¬ 
viceable to your Jbjesty’s armies in assisting Khan 
Bahadur against your enemies with their lives and 
fortunes; by whose means thei^ariiata Country 
came to abound so muTih in wealth; and as to 
presents [/wre tie Nabob is getting artful] they 
will pay into your Majesty's IVoasury in the term 

of foiu’ years, the sum of.. , and 

will keep the seas clear in these parts. 

“ "VYe humbly cTlitj^at your Majesty to be favor¬ 
able to*them, and lay no blame upon them/' , 

As we have already indicated, the Govern¬ 
ment of Foit St. George ftuled to appreciate the 
kind mediation of Dawood Khan, Bui w*e pro¬ 
ceed with our extracts, 

“ SatuMay, 3 Jst. The Mooliah retumgd this 
evening froua St, Thom^, and acquainted us wi^ 
abundance of discourse he had with the Nabob, 
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^tc., from whom he had great intimations that they 
wanted from us a very great sum of money; to all 
of which we bid him answer, that owed them 
nothing, their king nor his^country, nor would we 
give them anything.^* 

“ Tuesday, 26 th. The Governor sent to our 
MooUah at St. Thom^ two hundred China Oranges, 
half for the Nabob, the other half equally between 
the Dewan and Bux.ie; and in the evening re¬ 
ceived a letter from the Moollah that he had ac¬ 
cordingly delivered them; and discoursing the 
two former about several matters touching our 
present troubles, all seems to hang on the l5ewan 
for accomodation, the Nabob declaring to what 
ibe other does.” 

On the 26th, advises reached the President 
from Fort St. David, that Abdj(i Labby at Chil- 
lambarum was preparing to besiege that place, and 
that the Moors jjMtd already seized a cjuantity of 
Company’s cloth to the value of 30,000 or 40,000 
Pagodas. On the 1st of March +he blockade had 
commenced, but the place was not closely invest¬ 
ed. Shortly afterwards President Pitt received 
letters from the Dutch and Danes, as appears 
from the following entry. ^ 

“ Wednesday, 4th March. Heceived a general 
packet from the Dutch at Negapatam, and another 
from the Danes at Tranquebar, in answer to our 
letters wrote them the 12th past. The former 
makes a specious excuse for not assisting us with 
men, saying they are under fear of troubles firom 
trie Tahjoxe country ; and to shew they want their 
complement in Garrison, sends us abstracts of 
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lettei‘s wrote by tbem tto Ceylon and Batavia re- 
<|nesii&g recruits ; and that the late storm having 
(lamaged th(#r magazine of provisions, they cannot 
supply us w%li any ; Soncln^ing with a feigned 
strain of sorrow and wishes for a Inippy is^ue from 
our troubles. The Danes allege their circum¬ 
stances are at this time very weak, having had great 
mortality amongst their Euro^ans both ashore 
and belonging to other ships, which we have 
reason to credit; but they sent a Sloop of pro¬ 
visions which arrived this evening. 

“ Thursday, 5th. Our spy Brahmin from St. 
Thome brings advice that the Brench Secretaisr 
from Pondicherry arrived there yesterday, and 
luid this day printed the Nabob, Dewan, and 
Buxie in liquors «nd rarities to the amount by 
calculation of abom eight hundred Pagodas. 

“ Friday, 6th. The Portuguese Trainbands, 
iiaving lain at their arms ^ver since the Nabob^s 
coming to St. Thom^S, and most of them consist¬ 
ing of poor seafai-uig and handicraft men, who have 
families to maintain ; we think it reasonable and 
necessaiy for the Company ’s affairs at this time, to 
allow them pay from time they took up arins 
for defence of the place. Accordingly it is ordered 
that the Paymaster forthwith give them their pay# 
Thuj‘s<iay, 12th. Our spy Brahmin from St, 
Thome acquaints that the Dutch arrived there this 
morning from Pulicat, with a present for the 
Nabob.’* 

The same day important information ranched# 
Fort St. George, that the dispute between the 
English at Surat and the Mogul’s Government 

a.2 • 
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respecting the Piracies, had been finally accommo¬ 
dated, “ the Englisli having paid for the two ships 
taken by the Pirates in the Straits of^ Malacca, up¬ 
wards of 382,000 Pupees^in broad dioth and other 
goods.’* 

‘^Friday, 13th. Our MoolUiK from St. Thomi^ 
actjuaints that this day the Dutch attended the 
Nabob with theif public preatent, consisting of scar¬ 
let cloth, silks, China and Japan ware, and spices; 
what given privately is not known. The Dutch 
after some small discourse, and having been com¬ 
mended by the Nabob for obeying his commands, 
took leave and went aivay ; when both he and the 
Dewan asked our Moollah w? y the English did 
not also come. Our Moollah Answered, that their 
repeated imj^ignities to them a sufticient rea¬ 
son. In the cud the Nabob tend our Moollah we 
did not well consider our fault; and that if we re¬ 
garded the welfare of car trade (he having a kind¬ 
ness for us) did by way of advice offer to make up 
tlie business; paying 30,000 liupecs. To 
wdiich the Moollah replied, he had no power to as¬ 
sure so much ; and wondered he should insist on 
it, satisfaction liaving been m ^de at Surat. 

“ Friday, 20th. Our Moollah remittt«l hither 
^orn St. 'thome, a copy of news arrived there from 
Court, which agrees with our Yakeers advices that 
restitution is made for the Moor’s demands at Su¬ 
rat. And the Moollah acquaints he has been 
very md\istrious to make it known ivi all compa- 
^nies Tabp tliat he told the Nabob it^ow behoved 
him to withdraw his forces, ivhp answered that 
^he could allege a thousand things against us be- 
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yond our power to defend; &om which it is to be 
implied what he wants, * 

“ Monday,^8rd. Sent the some Pegu 

Oranges, who |etiu’Bed them with an answer that 
they were only fit tor children.® 

“ Tuesday, 31st March. Our MooHah from St* 
Thome advises that he is informed, yesterday ar¬ 
rived there A^sid Khan’s letter, confirming what 
done by Dawood Khan in seizing all goods ^long¬ 
ing to the English, which we believe is only given 
out to hasten our complying with their d^ands, 
the i^abob often bidding the Moodah apply Ixiinself 
to the DewaiijWho says they must have 30,000 Es/* 
Matters now b<^an to tahe a favourable turn/ 
The patience of thtfcovcrnment of Fort St, George 
was nearly exhaimed ; whilst the Nabob seemed 
inclined to mpd^te his terms. About a week 
after the foregoing entry we find the following, 

“ Wednesday, fith April. The Nabob and his 
army having lain here a conltderable time, stopping 
all trade and provisions, and very much increasing 
the Company’s diarges, which ha# not only been 
very prejudicial to the Company in their trade and 
revenues, but likewise to the whole place in gene* 
ral; and finding no\f tftat they decline very much 
ill their demands, which we impute to the advice 
they have that the merchants demands at Surat 
are satisfied ; we have thought fit, to prevent 
greater inconvenwnces, to employ our Selim 
Beague, an inhabitant of *his town, to offer them 
the sum of 'fSjOOO Kupees ; provided they deliver 
up to our merfhants the goods and money they ® 
have seized belonging to this place and Fort St* 
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David ; whicli sum of 18,000 Eupees, eousidei’mg 
the very long time they haVe been here, we believe 
wiU be no iudiicement for him to Qf>me again, or 
any Of his successors lierasifter ; aiwi accordingly it 
is agreed that the President pays the said sum 
upon the terms aforesaid* and not otherwise/’ 

Tlie matter stood over for nearly a mouth longer, 
during which hq, entries upon the matter appear 
in the consultation books, At];last definite propo¬ 
sals arrived from the Nabob, and nn the first Sun¬ 
day in May an extraordinary consultation was held 
to take them into considerariou. We extract the 
particiilai*s. 

“ Sunday, 3rd May. Tlie Ijabob and *1ting’s 
Officers having lain before thif^ place upwards of 
three months, and interdicted Ipi manner of trade 
and provisions coining into t jls place ; the latter 
growing dear make it uneasy to the inhabitants j 
and there having been some overtures of accommo¬ 
dation from the enenfy, which the Governor has 
been daily importuned by all ©oris of people to 
accept of, ocensfons his summoning this General 
Council; w^hom he acquainted with cveiy parti* 
cular as entered after tliia consultation. Wliich 
being debated, it was agrccd'”miich by the majori* 
ty that the proposals be accepted of; an^ that the 
*saine be luegociated «md settled by Chiniia Serapa 
and Narrain, acquainting the Governor from time 
to time whut progress they make therein. 

The proposals made by Kisnojee Dodojee, by 
order of the Nabob and Dewan, to iVie Governor 
^*of M-adraspatam for an accommodatioii of the pre*' 
sent ^fexences« 
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Whereas by a kte order from the king all 
"trading and provisions -Sitliilllie EngSah has been 
interdicted at fort St, George and Fort St. David, 
we the Nabob ^d Dewanwdo now reverse the said 
order, and do grant them free ^bcrty to trade in 
all places as heretofore they have done, without 
let or molestation ; and to confirm the same to onr 
people, do promise to give them# our perwannas 
directed to all Foujdars, Killadars, Corrodees, 
Deshais, Dcstramokys, PoUgars* and inhabitants 
of all places whereto they trade, to be caixied by 
our Cliobdars. 

“ Tliat whatever moneys, etc* have been taken 
away, fther upon the roads or in towns, <jt in * 
place whatever, saiAnoneys, etc., shall be returned 
to the value of a (Mwry, and our merchants set at 
liberty. % 

“ That the Villages, and all that has been taken 
from them, shall be returned, and due satisfaption 
made for all damages aecordibg to account* 

“ And whereas Micir trade has been stopped by 
the King’s order, goods and moMpys seized, it is 
requisite that an order from the king be procured 
to revoke the former, which we oblige ourselves to 
do ; and upon compffaime with the aforesaid arti¬ 
cles, tweiJly thousand lliipees is to Jie paid by tbe^ 
English to the Nabob, and five thousand privately 
to the Dewan ; of which sums half is to he paid 
upon clearing the Villages, returning the gram 
they have their seized, taking olf the stop on trade 
and provision^, and sending tlie Chobdai’s to the 
aforesaid officers with perwannas to all pai*ts (5^ the * 
country ; wdiereby to order onr trade to be as free 
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,.&s formerly,« and loi^jrest^rf all goods wlucn 
aeiaecj, and lie TIioto ; and when the 


jwhole business is eoii^etod the Eitt^lisk to pay 
the otlua- half,” '^ ! 

, ""“'TuOlday, 5 Uk® Tlie seige raised 

Thus thisi liotable blockade of Tort ^t. f ieorge 
,.:kas brought to a conclusion. A few days aft^r- 
#ards a further ]gfesent was made to tlie Nabob of 
.Minors and rarities to Ihie value of one thousand 
nip^s ; the Kabbb then nmrohed away with 
«x*my ; and lastly the Portuguese inilltia was di-;;- 
bauded, and a treat was given to each Company by 
his Excellencv the Covemor. 










